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C. Elijah: If you would open your Bibles up tonight over to the Book of 1 
John, the Book of 1 John, now 1, 2 and 3 John is actually right 
by the Book of Revelation, so you can actually flip to the Book of 
Revelation, which is the last book of the Bible and then flip back 
to the last just a couple of books and you will see 1, 2 and 3 
John, but we want to look at 1 John, 1 John.   

 
When you get there say amen. 

 
 1 John and let’s read Chapter 2, 1 John Chapter 2, beginning 

with Verse 9, we will read Verses 9-11.  1 John Chapter 2:9-11, 
let’s read that in unison.  Ready, read. 

 
 “He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in 

darkness even until now.  And He that loveth his brother 
abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in 
him.  But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh 
in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that 
darkness hath blinded his eyes.” 

 
 Let’s read that again, I think, since it’s only three verses there, 

beginning with Verse 9:  
 

“He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in 
darkness even until now.  He that loveth his brother abideth in 
the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.  But he 
that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, 
and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath 
blinded his eyes.” 

 
 Now, if you look at Verse 10 there, the second part of Verse 10, it 

says, “and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.”  And so it 
says, “He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there 
is none occasion of stumbling in him.” 

  
 So just want to use that as a subject tonight, Don’t Trip Up, 

Don’t Trip Up.  Notice that’s what it says there that, He that 
loveth his brother, he walks in the light, he abideth in the light, 
and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. 

 
 So turn to your neighbor and say, don’t trip up.   
 
Audience Members: Don’t trip up. 
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C. Elijah: Don’t trip up.  Now, Verse 11 talks about, he that hateth his 
brother is still in darkness, and so this is letting us know that 
love is symbolized by light, unfellowship is symbolized by 
darkness.  And you know anytime you are walking in darkness, 
you are more subject to trip up and fall, or you are at least more 
subject to trip or to stumble or to bump into something.   

 
How many of you have ever been in a room with the lights out, if 
the lights have gone out, you know you are just sort of feeling 
your way through and you may mash your toe on the sofa, you 
know, you may -- you know, you may walk into the corner of a 
dresser or something, you may run into something, you are -- 
you are more apt to stumble in darkness than you are in light, 
because see, at least in the light, you can see where you are 
going and you can avoid certain things that would be of 
hindrance to you, certain things that would impede your path, 
you can avoid those things.   
 
But in the darkness you don’t really know what’s around you, 
you really have no sense of direction, you know, you can’t really 
tell where you are and what’s in front of you and you are subject 
to stumble, you are subject to trip.  And so we are talking from 
the subject, Don’t Trip Up.   
 
Now, here is the wonderful thing, we find something here about 
not walking in fellowship symbolized by darkness, and the 
wonderful thing is God, the Bible says that God has delivered us 
out of darkness.  He has delivered us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.   

 
00:04:54 
 

So here is the -- here is the -- here is the important thing, we 
have been delivered out of darkness and brought into His 
marvelous light, but here is an occasion where the devil wants to 
bring us back into the darkness, the very darkness we have been 
brought out of, he is now seeking to bring us back into that 
darkness.  So we are no longer in darkness, we have been 
brought out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

 
 But this says that when you are out of fellowship with your 

fellowman, you are walking in darkness.  So the very darkness 
that we were delivered out of, now we are subject to being drawn 
back into that darkness through unfellowship.  And so the devil 
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desires to bring you back in the darkness so that he can more 
aptly trip you up.  Because see, he knows it’s hard for him to trip 
you up in the light, but if he can bring in the darkness, he can 
cause you to stumble, he can trip you up, he can impede your 
pathway and cause you to stumble.   

 
Now, that word stumble there literally means calls for error or 
sin.  So literally what he is trying to do is he is trying to make 
you fall in the sin or cause you to fall in the error.  He wants you 
living in error, error to God’s ways, living in error to the Law of 
God and the Word of God.  He wants you in error.  He wants you 
in sin.  So he wants to cause you to stumble, cause you to fall in 
the error or to fall in the sin.   
 
Now, this word here, the verbiage we are using where it says, in 
Verse 10 that there is none occasion of stumbling in him; this is 
talking about somebody that’s walking in the light, there is no 
occasion of stumbling.  That little phrase about stumbling is 
literally translated offense, and this is what it’s really talking 
about.  It’s talking about the spirit of offense.  Offense, offense, 
means to stumble, and so it’s really talking about offense, 
offense. 

 
 Now, the devil’s primary goal through the spirit of offense is to 

separate us, to divide us.  He wants to cause strife, disharmony.  
He wants to break fellowship.  He wants to break unity.  He 
wants to cause divorce.  And so the devil’s primary purpose now 
is to -- through the spirit of offense is to separate us, to produce 
division, to cause strife.  He wants to separate us.   

 
But let’s look at God’s design.  Turn on to the Book of Ephesians 
real quick, Ephesians is there in the New Testament as well.  
Ephesians Chapter 4, we are talking about don’t trip up. 

 
 You know, I was at a church the other night and there was an 

older pastor, and I watched him as he was -- he had come down 
to the floor to minister, and as he was going back up into the 
pulpit he tripped.  Now, he didn’t fall because somebody was 
behind him and caught him, held him up, but for a split second 
there he lost his balance, he almost fell, and that’s an image 
there of what the devil wants to get us to be, he wants us to fall 
into sin, fall into error.   
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He wants us to be off balance.  He wants us to lose our footing, 
our grounding.  And so he does that through the spirit of offense, 
he does that by causing us to stumble, which brings us into 
darkness, which makes us more apt to stumble and to fall. 

 
 Now -- so remember what we said now, the devil’s primary goal 

and his aim and his objective is, he wants to separate us, he 
wants to cause division, he wants to cause strife.   

 
Now God’s objective is completely opposite.  God wants to bring 
us together.  God wants us living in harmony, and love, and in 
peace with one another.   

 
00:10:00 
 

Look at what the Lord says in Philippians, Chapter 4, Verse 13, 
remember the devil wants to divide us.  Look at Verse 13 here, 
Ephesians, Chapter 4 says, “Till we all come in the unity of the 
faith”, till we all come into the unity.  God’s goal and desire for 
His body, His people is for us to grow up and to develop until we 
all unify, until we all come together, so notice God wants us to 
come together.   

 
 The devil wants to stir up strife and offense to divide us.  He 

wants to separate us.  He wants division there.  And that’s what 
causes us to trip, and he wants to cause us to stumble.   

 
Let’s look at another one, go over to the Gospel of John.  This is 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, then John, but this is big John, the 
Gospel of John, Chapter 17, and you will see God’s desire again 
about bringing us together in unity.  The devil’s desire is 
completely contrary to God’s desire.  The devil wants to cause 
strife, he wants us to be out of fellowship with our husband and 
with our wife, and with our coworkers, and with our friends, and 
with our families, and with other church members, and with 
those that we associate with, he wants strife there, he wants 
division there.   
 
He don’t want us speaking to one another.  He don’t want you 
holding one another up.  So he wants strife and God wants 
unity.   
 
So notice here in John 17, Verse 20, this is -- Jesus is actually 
praying here.  Notice what it says, Verse 20, He said, “Neither 
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pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word; That they all may be one.”  
 
Notice that,  Jesus wants -- He prayed to God, He said God, one 
thing I desire that they would be one.  Notice the unity, the 
unity that God, the Father, and Jesus’ son want us to come into.  
He said, God, I pray that they will be one.   

 
 “As thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 

one in us.”  
 

Notice that.  And so God always wants to bring relationships 
together.  God always wants to make relationships stronger and 
more unified, and more solid, and more stable, and so God wants 
to bring unity.  He wants to bring us together.   
 
And so you will find that if there is ever a relationship in your 
household that’s being driven apart, you will immediately know 
the author of that.  If something is driving you apart from your 
spouse or from your children, you would know that’s the devil 
behind that, because he wants us to stumble, his desire is to 
separate, so he uses strife, he uses conflict to separate us and to 
divide us and to get us over in the darkness so that we can fall.   
 
But God on the other hand, He wants us as one, He wants us 
unified, so God brings us together.  So if you find your family 
coming closer together and your relationships coming closer 
together and more unified, you know God is the author of that.  
So we are talking about Don’t Trip Up.   

 
Turn to your neighbor and say, don’t trip up.   

 
Audience Members: Don’t trip up. 
 
C. Elijah: Don’t trip up.  Now, here is the -- as I began looking into this 

and studying this, I began to see here, this is the biggest area, 
the biggest area that the devil desires us to trip up in, and it’s 
our love walk, it’s walking in love.  I thought about this and it 
just dawned on me, out of all the other areas of life, this is the 
most important area to the devil to get us to trip up in is our 
love walk, walking in love.  I mean out of all other areas, this is 
the area he wants to trip us in.  Out of all areas of life, this is 
the primary area he would love to make you stumble. 
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00:15:00 
 
 Some of you may ask why?  I will tell you why.  The Bible says 

God is love, and so if He can trip you up from walking on -- from 
walking in love, he is literally tripping you up from walking in 
God.  God is love. 

 
 All of the -- the Bible says that all the prophets and all the laws 

can be summed up in the law of love.  Love is the fulfilling of the 
law.   

 
You realize if you are walking in love, you are walking in the 
fulfillment of all the -- all the prophets, all the law, all the 
commandments, over 600 of them, all -- you -- over 600 things, 
you know, commandments God gave to people, they were told to 
keep, all 600 and all the -- all the prophets, probably -- over a 
hundred prophets that came and gave God’s Word, all those 
prophets and all those laws, you are walking in the perfection of 
keeping all those when you walk in love. 

 
 That’s why the devil wants to attack that.  You are -- I mean you 

are in perfection when you walk in love.  You are walking in God 
when you walk in love.  And so that’s the primary.  It dawned on 
me and I said now I understand why he is after our love walk 
and that’s why it says that he that walks in darkness, he that 
hateth his brother is walking in darkness and he has really -- I 
mean he has stumbled, he has stumbled.   

 
The devil has tripped him up.  He has tripped him up in his love 
walk, in his love life concerning his fellowman, and this is the 
chief area that the devil wants to trip us up in is in our love 
walk, because walking in love fulfills all the laws, all the 
commandments, all the prophets, one word, love.   
 
Jesus said I give you a new commandment, “Love one another, 
as I have loved you.”  That’s it.  That takes care of everything.  
You don’t have to worry about anything else.  You don’t have to 
worry about Thou shalt not steal; you are not going to steal, 
because you are walking in love.  

 
 You don’t have to worry about Thou shalt not lie; you are not 

going to lie because you are walking in love.   
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And so He said all of those things are taken care of in one 
commandment, walk in love.  That’s why the devil attacks that 
one.  That’s the main -- he is the main enemy to the law of love.  
And so he wants to get us out of fellowship with one another.  
He wants to -- he wants to get us out of fellowship, so we are 
exposing the light on him tonight, aren’t we?  We are shining a 
little light on the devil and what he is trying to do.  I understand 
and I begin to see, the power of walking in God’s love.  

 
 You realize that Exodus 15:26 says, “If thou wilt diligently 

hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that 
which is right in his sight, and keep all his commandments, and 
I shall take, I shall put none of the diseases upon you that I 
brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth 
thee.” 

 
 Did you hear what that verse says, If thou wilt diligently 

hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and will keep all his 
statutes, keep all his commandments, and we just learned 
something, we just said love is keeping all those 
commandments, right? 

 
 So you can go back and substitute that in.  God was simply 

saying, if you walk in love, I will put none of the diseases on you 
that I brought upon the Egyptians.  I am the LORD that healeth 
thee. 

 
 You have got to get a revelation on that, you can walk in divine 

healing by walking in divine love. 
 
 God said that in Exodus 15:26.  He said, you keep all my 

commandments, I will take sickness from your midst.  Now you 
can see why Satan doesn’t want us walking in love.  He wants to 
keep us fit.  And so I found that walking in love was his greatest 
area of attack. 

 
And so we found out here, we are talking about don’t trip up, we 
are finding out here about this -- this spirit of offense, that’s the 
devil trying to get us to walk in, and you will realize that you 
will never, never find offense coming from God.  Whenever you 
are offended, it never comes from God.  Never comes from God. 

 
00:20:02 
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 The word offense literally means stumbling block, stumbling 
block.  So if you remember in our original text, in 1 John 2 it 
says that He that walks in the light has had none occasion of 
stumbling.  And so basically it’s saying he has had no -- he 
doesn’t have any offense.  This is a man that’s not walking in 
offense, not walking in the spirit of offense.  If he is walking in 
the light, he is not walking in offense.   

 
An offense is being out of fellowship with your fellowman.  So if 
you are walking in the light, you are not walking in the spirit of 
offense.  Spirit of offense has no rule or operation in your life at 
all.  That’s what it’s saying. 

 
 Offense means stumbling block.  It means snare.  It means trap.  

It means -- here’s what it originally meant and it’s original 
definition it meant a movable stick.  If I was holding a stick, a 
movable stick with a bait attached to the end of it.   

 
 Say for instance, you know, if you were trying to -- they used to 

use this to lure wild animals, they would take a stick and put a 
piece of meat on it and hang it off of a pole.  And they would just 
hang it out there in front of the animal, that animal is going to 
follow that stick with the meat on it.  And so what you were 
doing in essence, you were luring that animal wherever you 
wanted them to go.   

 
And so the original meaning of the word offense, that’s literally 
what it meant.  It meant that you are being lured away.  And so 
when we take offense, when we get offended, literally what we 
are doing, the devil is luring us away from the love of God.  He is 
luring us away from the love of God and we are just following 
that stick with the meat on it.  We are being lured away from 
the love of God.  That’s what offense meant originally, but in its 
more modern terms, it means stumbling block, cause to stumble 
or to fall, a trap, a snare, something that trips you up.  And so 
he uses offense to trip us up, to lure us away, to cause us to 
stumble, to cause us to fall. 

 
 Turn over to the Book of -- Book of Matthew, and you will see 

Jesus here using this particular -- this particular word here.  
Matthew Chapter 16.  Matthew Chapter 16:23, notice what 
Jesus says.  He says, “But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get 
thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me”. 
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 Now you can understand what Jesus was saying here.  Peter 
had -- Jesus had just told about how He was going to have to 
suffer and die, Peter immediately spoke up and said no, no, no, 
we can’t let that happen.  Jesus immediately turned back 
around to Peter and called him Satan.   

 
 Now, the reason he called him Satan, Jesus recognized the lure, 

He recognized the lure, the temptation.  Peter was trying to lure 
Jesus into not suffering on the cross.  Jesus recognized the lure 
of the devil.  He recognized that was the same lure the devil 
tempted Him with in the wilderness.  So Jesus was familiar 
with the sound of the lure, it was a same -- it was a same -- it 
was a same temptation style, and Jesus immediately turned 
around and He said Satan, get behind Ne, you are an offense.  In 
other words He is saying, you are a stumbling block, you are a 
trap, you are a snare, you are trying to lure me away from the 
plan of God for Me having to suffer. 

 
00:24:55 
 
 He said you are trying to lure Me away.  He was trying to lure 

Him away from suffering, which was the plan of our redemption. 
Jesus suffered and died for us. So he -- the devil used Peter 
there the Lord Jesus away from suffering, Jesus raised that, 
aah, aah, aah, ah, no, no, no, you don’t, you don’t lure me away, 
you don’t trap me, you don’t cause me to stumble, you don’t trip 
me up with that. And now, the same spirit of offense, notice 
what He said, He said, you are an offense, you are trying to trip 
me up. 

 
 And the devil if you are going the same offense today to trip us 

up. And so he will try to have you at odds with somebody over 
nothing, over nothing. I know a pastor and he is a well-known 
pastor, if I called his name, I mean, he has a humongous 
ministry, but personally I know that he told my mother once he 
said, I haven’t spoken to my sister in about 20 years. 

 
 Now, he is the pastor of a mega ministry and yet, he hadn’t 

spoken to his blood sister in about 20 years. You know why? 
Spirit of offense, spirit of offense got in, tripped him up. Now 
here is the thing about it, tripped him up so suddenly, he didn’t 
realize he was in -- he didn’t realize he had been tripped up. He 
is carrying on in the ministry like nothing is wrong, like there is 
no problem. 
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 Turn back, you will see this, turn back to 1 John, our original 

text. 1 John Chapter 2, Verse 9, John Chapter 2, Verse 9, notice 
what it says, it says ‘He that saith he is in the light, and hateth 
his brother, is in darkness.’ 

 
 Notice here is somebody who hates their brother. The Bible says 

they are in darkness but notice what the person says, they say 
they are in the light. They don’t even realize they are in 
darkness. They have been tripped up, trapped, by the devil and 
don’t even realize it. 

 
 And so it becomes a very subtle deception, they think they are in 

the light, they think everything is all right. And so this pastor, 
he hadn’t spoken to his sister in 20 years and yet he carried all 
in ministry before God as if everything was all right; whereas, 
all along God is looking at him and saying, you are out of 
fellowship with your own sister. The devil had caused him to 
stumble, he didn’t even know it. The subtle deception and all 
along he thought he was in the light. 

 
 And this is what the verse says, ‘He that saith he is in the light, 

and hateth his brother, is in darkness.’ And so they self-
deceived. And so the devil is very subtle, he is very subtle with 
the spirit of offence, spirit of offence. 

 
And so, you know, little things happen to us. I know, people, 
that are out of fellowship with one another right now because 
they felt somebody didn’t speak to them. I mean I personally 
know cases where somebody saw somebody out somewhere, and 
they didn’t speak to them. The other person perceived that they 
were not speaking on purpose and immediately set up offence, 
set up hatred in their heart toward the other person. So they 
refused to speak to them, they went away in the spirit of offence. 
They were made to stumble. 
 
And I mean it is so subtle. I mean there maybe times where 
somebody is having an event and you don’t get invited. How 
many of you know that can offend you. You find that everybody 
else is going, you didn’t get an invitation. 
 
Now, see the devil here caused you to stumble, he will cause you 
to stumble, he will cause you to stumble, he wants to trip you 
up, he wants to get you over in darkness. So the moment you left 
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offence shed in, you are over in the spirit of darkness, you are 
over in the spirit of darkness. 
 

00:30:04 
 

 I was -- I am telling myself on this one, but I remember one 
Sunday I normally teach Sunday schools downstairs every 
Sunday and Brother Ferguson there, he is my assistant there so 
he works with me and he feels in primarily when I am not 
available or if I am not present and -- but that was one 
particular Sunday that I was here, not with that church and I 
was a few minutes late getting downstairs. 

 
 And so, when I got downstairs Mr. Ferguson was already 

carrying on the class, he was already up teaching. Now, the 
moment I walked in and saw him up teaching and then I was 
there, spirit of offence rose up in me. And my flash began 
talking, my flash began to say look at this Negro, this Negro 
trying to take over my class. Brother 5 minutes late and this 
Negro has taken my class over. 

 
 Now my flash rolls up in spirit of offence and I was offended for 

just a moment to the spirit of God, you know, I was able to 
recollect myself, I said wait a minute, and I began to subdue, I 
began to subdue that spirit of offence and when I came on in, 
Brother Ferguson, now I knew -- I knew, he wasn’t intentionally 
trying to call in his strife or any offence, he was doing his job. 

 
 If the primary teacher is running late, the next person in line is 

supposed to carry on and keep things going. He was doing his 
job and the minute he saw me, he immediately bow and he said, 
our teacher is here now, so I will sit down. But by that time, I 
got a hold of myself, I recognized the spirit of offence, I 
recognized the devil the same way Jesus recognized the devil 
when Peter spoke. 

 
 And I said unto him, I said get behind me, Satan, you are on 

offence, you are trying to trip me up, you are trying to cause me 
to stumble, you are trying to get me out of fellowship with my 
brother here and get me to walk in darkness and I refused to do 
it. And I came in, I said Brother Ferguson, you go right ahead, I 
said go ahead and keep teaching. I said, no, I said you keep 
teaching, you are teaching good here, and I sat down, I just took 
notes and I enjoyed the class and I let him teach. 
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 But I got to cope myself because I saw how quickly spirit of 

offence came in, nothing but my flesh but the devil uses the gate 
of our flesh in order to get that offence in, and you have been 
surprised how much, I am not the only one, this has happened to 
him, this happens all over the church. 

 
 You let somebody sing a solo, that you normally sing, let 

somebody play the keyboard and you are normally the one that 
plays the keyboard, let somebody usher in a particular spot 
where you normally usher, and your first instinct is the spirit of 
offence, your first instinct is to say they are trying to remove me, 
they are trying to take me over. 

 
 The devil is trying to get you to stumble and walk in darkness. 

He is trying to get to the stumble and walk in darkness and he 
will do it in every, every available area of your life that he can. 
He will try to turn you against your neighbor as quickly as he 
can, the spirit of offence, spirit of offence. And I began to -- this 
thing, I just began to really see his operations and his attack on 
our love walk, his attack in us walking in love because that’s 
where our greatest power and authority is when we maintain 
our walk in God’s love. 

 
 Remember God is love and so when you maintain your walk in 

love, you are maintaining your walk in God, and it’s a powerful 
place, and so the devil tries to trip us up. He tries to calls us to 
stumble, that’s what that very word offence means to trap, to 
make stumble. 

 
 And so you have to recognize it and when you recognize it, you 

will rest that spirit, you will rest, I mean, folks, you would be 
surprised if some of the stuff that goes on in the church where 
offence is concerned. As a pastor, I wanted to address it for a 
number of years but I never have. But I mean if the thing you 
pass to Pastor Nathaniel, if he sits somebody down, and puts 
somebody else in that position, nine times out of ten, the person 
he sits down, they will leave the church. 

 
00:35:05 
 
 Very rare is the pastor can sit someone down and they will 

remain a faithful part of the ministry. Spirit of offence moves in 
immediately and the devil has a feel there right in the very 
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house of God. Spirit of offence, that’s all it is, he calls and you go 
stumble. It’s hard to get somebody that the pastor can sit down 
and they will stay in that church and serve faithfully. 

 
 Can you imagine what that does for the devil? Pastor, just 

statue down, and you are their most faithful than you were 
before you had the position. You know what that would do the 
devil if we responded that way, but that’s not the way we 
respond, you know, certainly no, I am out of here. And that’s 
where we feel we go, I mean, this is at every church, this is 
everywhere, I mean 90%, there are few cases what they say but 
90% of anybody that’s being sat down or disciplined a little bit in 
a ministry, they leave their ministry in the spirit of offence. 

 
 I mean I am talking about very spiritual people, very spiritual 

people, it can handle that, the devil has a feel day with the spirit 
of offence, with the spirit of offence, you’d be surprised. I wish I 
could tell you all some of the spirit of offence that I have seen in 
this ministry but I can’t because you are with no one enough. So 
I can’t even, I really can’t even give you an example but I got a 
pile of, so I just, I mean I just I got to teach this, I am kind of 
other way, I can’t even, I can’t teach you in the example of this, 
because somebody of you all said no. 

 
 Oh, we are -- we are going to -- we are going to stop right here, 

we are going to -- we will pick up with this next weekend and 
begin -- we are going to begin attack in that spirit of offence. 
Amen! We are going to attack that, we are going to -- we are 
going to root it out, we are going to root that out of here, we are 
going to root that out of here. 

 
Turn to your neighbor and say don’t trip up, don’t trip up, don’t 
trip up, don’t trip up. That’s what he wants to do, he wants to 
cause you to stumble, he wants to cause you to stumble, he 
wants to cause you to stumble. Don’t trip up! Don’t trip up! Don’t 
let him trip you up in any way, form or fashion. 
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