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C. Elijah: Amen!  I will tell you we spent a couple of weeks looking at the 
favor of God and last Saturday after we talked about the favor of 
God on Friday night, I was out to -- went out to eat with 
someone and both of our families were there and whole families 
were there, and when the check came, the other party said, we 
will take care of it.  You know, I had my whole family, my wife 
and kids and that’s an expensive bill, you know, at a nice 
restaurant, that’s not cheap at all. 

 
 And I started to insist, no, no, let me -- let me take care of that, 

that would be too much.  And as I was about to insist that they 
not pay it, I thought about the favor of God, and so I backed 
down.  I said all right, I said if you just have to, go ahead, if you 
just have to pay the bill, I mean if it’s just burning in you to such 
an extent where you really want to pay it, then go ahead and 
pay it and I let him pay it.   

 
But, you know, as I said it, I was really thinking on the inside, I 
said this is a favor of God.  This is a favor of God.  This is a favor 
of God, and the favor of God surrounds me as a shield.  And so I 
asked God’s favor all week long, just enjoying the Lord’s favor 
and being thankful for it in life. 

 
 But open your -- open your Bibles just briefly tonight over in the 

Book of Matthew, the Gospel of Matthew, and I tell you, I ran 
into some other people that had some tremendous testimonies 
about the favor of God operating in their lives as well. 

 
 Matthew Chapter 11, certainly I am not going to hold you long 

tonight, but just a brief word.  Matthew Chapter 11 and there is 
really only one verse I want to read there.  Matthew Chapter 11 
and Verse 12, Matthew, Chapter 11, Verse 12, let’s read that in 
unison.  Ready?  Read. 

 
 “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 

heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force”.   
 

Now, here is -- this verse just -- the Lord just kept bringing me 
back to this verse, two or three different times He brought it 
back to me, so I decided to take a look at it.  And let’s read that 
again.  Matthew Chapter 11, Verse 12, let’s read it again, just 
one verse.   
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“And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force”.   
 
Violent take it by force.  Turn to your neighbor and say, the 
violent take it by force.   

 
Audience Members: The violent take it by force. 
 
C. Elijah: They take it by force.  Isn’t that something, the violent doesn’t -- 

they don’t ask for it, do they?  They don’t ask for permission, 
they don’t wonder about it, they don’t wait on it, the violent take 
it by force.  They take it by force.   

 
 Let me read some other translations of Matthew 11:12.  Another 

translation says, forcible men lay hold of it.  Forcible men lay 
hold of it.  Another translation says, violent men seize upon it.  
Violent men seize upon it.  Now, this is talking about the 
Kingdom of God, violent men seize upon it.  Forcible men lay 
hold of it. 

 
 Another translation says, the strong claim it for themselves, 

they claim it.  Notice this, they claim it.   
 

Another translation says, the violent men seizes it.  One seizes 
it, one claims it, one lays hold of it, one takes it by force.  So I 
want to talk tonight from the subject Violent Faith, Violent 
Faith, Violent Faith. 

 
00:04:54 
 
 And I begin to look at this verse and over in the arena of faith, 

that well, the Lord was just showing me that, He said a lot of 
times -- reason you are not getting any results from your faith is 
because your faith is too wimpy.  He says your faith is -- your 
faith is too wimpy.  He said you are sitting around waiting on 
me to do everything.  And I am waiting.  God says I am waiting 
on you.   

 
 The violent take it by force.  They are talking about the 

Kingdom of God.  The violent seize it.  They lay hold upon it.  
They take it.   

 
And so we -- I realize we have been in a lot of instances, myself 
included, we have been too wimpy in our faith, and I realize that 
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there is a spiritual aggressiveness, a spiritual aggressiveness 
that God wants us to have.  The violent take it by force, they 
take it by force.  They don’t ask for it.  Don’t seek permission.  
They just take it by force, violent faith, aggressive faith. 

 
 And I began to see that, you know, in so many instances and 

occasions, our faith has -- has been wimpy.  We have been 
missing some things in our faith.   

 
 I realized about faith, faith -- I mean faith claims it, faith lays 

hold on it, faith seizes it.  I mean faith says it is mine.  Faith -- I 
mean, you know, you all wonder why the Bible says this?  It 
actually says to fight the good fight of faith.  Notice, there is a 
struggle involved, there was a fight, there was a fight.  Our 
problem is we have been sitting back waiting, we are just 
waiting.  We are waiting on the moving of the water.   

 
 That’s the problem that a man had.  He laid on that 38 years 

waiting on the moving of the water to get his healing.  Jesus 
came there and He said what are you waiting on?  And the man 
said well, I tried to go down there once a year -- first of all, I 
have got to wait on somebody to take me.  Then I have got to 
wait till the water.  Jesus said you ain’t going to wait for 
healing, get your arms up and take your bed and walk.   

 
 You see, Jesus made him seize his healing right then and right 

there at that moment.  He made him lay hold, He took it, He 
took it, He took it and gave it to him.  He said take your bed up 
and walk.  Look at the spiritual aggressiveness that Jesus had.  
Take up your bed and walk and I didn’t stutter when I said it.  
Take your bed up and walk.   

 
See, Jesus walked in such a spiritual aggressiveness.  He took it 
by force.  He took it by force, and that’s when I began to see that 
the violent -- God wants us to be violent in our faith.  Lot of 
things we don’t have because we haven’t laid hold of them.  We 
haven’t claimed them.  We haven’t -- we have not taken them.   

 
 And, you know, I -- you know, I realized something -- I heard 

Pastor Dale said, he said he was in the gym one day and he said 
he was -- after he had worked out, he was in the gym packing 
his back and getting ready to go and he noticed he had left his -- 
I think it was his shaving gel on the counter, on the sink. 
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 And he said as he was walking over to get it, he says another 
one gentleman says, excuse me, but that’s my shaving can up 
there.  Pastor Dale said he didn’t even think twice.  He went 
right over there, grabbed his can and put it in his bag.   

 
See, I mean he knew that was his can.  He just knew it was his.  
He had faith.  He didn’t even look when the man said anything.  
He just walked there and got his can and put it in his bag.  
That’s aggressiveness.  And then the man realized, he said, he 
apologized, he sad I just found mine in my bag, that was yours.   
 
Pastor Dale wouldn’t think about it, he knew that -- he took 
what was his, he didn’t even ask permission, he didn’t wait a 
while, he didn’t discuss it, he took it. 

 
 God wants us to be violent, violent, aggressive in our faith.  We 

are sitting around waiting for God, when are You going to bless 
me?   

 
 Jacob grabbed the hold of an angel and he said I refuse to let 

you go until you bless me.  He was violent.  That angel couldn’t 
leave.  He could not leave.  He wanted to leave; he couldn’t until 
the breaking of day.  He had to bless Jacob.  He had to respect 
the man’s aggressive faith.  He respected that.  He respected his 
faith, and he said -- he blessed him, changed his name.  He said 
I am changing your name from Jacob to Israel, because you have 
striven with God and prevailed. 

 
00:10:03 
 
 That’s an aggressiveness, an aggressiveness, and that’s violent.  

Turn to your neighbor and say violent faith.   
 
Audience Members: Violent faith. 
 
C. Elijah: That’s taken a hold, that’s taken hold.  And I learned something 

about the promise of the God, the promise of the God, now, this 
is what God did with the children of Israel, He told them, He 
said the Promised Land is yours, He said it’s yours, your land.  
Now, but what He didn’t tell them was that there were giants 
over there, there were people living in that land. 

 
 Now God said that’s your land, that is your land; God never 

mentioned the giants, and He said that is your land.  Even 
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though it was their land, they had to go grab it, they had to take 
it, that’s literally what they did, they went and they literally 
took it, they took it.   

 
Now, God was showing us in the Old Testament as a spiritual 
parallel to the New Testament.  The Promised Land represents 
the promises of God.  The promises of God don’t follow you like 
cherries off a ripe cliff, you take them, you possess them, you 
possess them, you possess them. 

 
 Of course the Bible says you are healed, but healing is not just 

going to follow you, you have got to possess healing, you have got 
to take healing.   

 
All of the promises of God are like that, you have to possess 
them, they are yours, but you have enemies, you have giants 
there, you have got to fight.  A good sign of faith, you possess it 
with violent faith, you take what the Bible says is yours and 
don’t ask any questions about it. 

 
 That’s the problem, we have been a little wimpy, we have been a 

little wimpy concerning what’s ours.  We need aggressiveness, 
aggressiveness, aggressiveness.  I began to see there is an 
aggressiveness in our faith.   

 
I learned something here about this type of faith and one 
characteristic of this kind of faith I am talking about tonight is 
that, it never takes no for an answer.  Never takes no for an 
answer.  Never takes no for an answer. 

 
Well, the Book of Corinthians says, the Book of Corinthians says 
that all of the promises of God are yes and amen.  God has 
already said yes to them, He has already said yes.  So if God has 
already said yes to His promises, you don’t have to take no for 
an answer.  Get a hold of that.   
 
If God has already said yes concerning your healing, He has 
already said yes concerning your deliverance, He has already 
said yes concerning your family being blessed, He has already 
said yes concerning your finances, He has already said yes 
concerning your inheritance, He has already said yes concerning 
you being redeemed from the curse of the law, He has already 
said yes concerning all the things that belong, God has already 
said yes, He has already said yes.  So if He has already said yes, 
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you don’t have to take no for an answer.  You don’t have to take 
no for an answer. 
 
So I began studying this violent faith and that’s one thing I 
found, He doesn’t take no for an answer, doesn’t take no for an 
answer, doesn’t take no for an answer.  I found at least four or 
five individuals and cases where they wouldn’t take no, where 
they were presented with no, but they wouldn’t take no, and 
they kept coming back, and they kept coming back.  It was an 
aggressiveness that eventually got results.  They kept coming 
back. 
 
You remember the man that had -- he was sick of the palsy, four 
men carried him because Jesus was in the city at a particular 
house, and the Bible says when it was noise around, when they 
heard He was in the house, they brought -- four men brought 
this men on the bed to the house, to the meeting, to bring him 
into Jesus so that Jesus could heal him.   
 
Well, they got to the door and guess what they said at the door, 
no, you can’t come in, we are full.  The Bible says because of the 
crowd they couldn’t get in.  They said no.   
 
Now, did they just turn their head -- did they turn around and 
take their heads between their legs and walk on out and said 
well, we couldn’t get in, I surely hate that, you know, this would 
have been a wonderful opportunity for God to bring healing in 
this instance, I really hate it, there wasn’t any room in there for 
us to get in.  That would have been nice if we could have gotten 
in to meet Jesus, He is not in this part -- in these parts that 
often, it really would have been nice if we could have made it in 
and got our healing. 
 
You know what they did when they walked out of there and 
when the people told them no, they started looking up and said 
we have got to find another place -- we have got to find another 
way to get in this house.  That’s aggressive violence, they 
wouldn’t take no for an answer.  Wouldn’t take no for an answer. 

 
00:15:03 
 

See, some of us, we get denied the first time, we just walk on 
out.  Well, I guess that wasn’t God’s Will for me, we just walk on 
out.  No, they wouldn’t take no for an answer.  They went up to 
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the roof, started to enter from the roof and said we found 
another way in.  They began to -- Jesus was teaching.  Jesus 
started seeing little bits and pieces of the ceiling were falling 
down while He was teaching.  And He looked up, and Bible says 
He saw their faith. 
 
Let me interpret it, He saw violent faith, He saw violent faith, 
He saw violent faith, aggressive.  They took, so they took, they 
took the healing, they took it.   
 
There was a woman that touched the helm of His garment, she 
took her healing.  Jesus didn’t even know what had happened, 
He said somebody touched me, and He was saying somebody 
just took, she didn’t even ask.  She didn’t say excuse me sir, 
would you mind if I touch You?  She laid hold and she said -- she 
knew her faith, her faith gave her right to healing, she took it, 
took her healing. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, you have got to get more violent 
in your faith.   

 
Audience Members: You have got to get more violent in your faith. 
 
C. Elijah: You have got to get more violent, you have got to get more 

violent, you have got to get more violent, you have got to get 
more violent, you have got to get more violent, you have got to 
get more violent.   

 
And so, let’s look up -- turn over to the Book of 1 Kings, we will 
look at one here, talking about violent faith, we are waiting on 
God, but God is waiting on us. 
 
Violent, get violent, get violent.  A lot of people die of sickness 
and disease because they never got violent where their healing 
was concerned, never got violent.   
 
I heard Kenneth Copeland say, he said that his -- he said cancer 
-- now, he said you have cancer, cancer is in your body 24 hours 
a day, he said you need to be in the Word of God 24 hours a day.  
So you have got to get violent.  He said don’t let cancer be in 
your body more than God’s Word.  He said if cancer is in your 
body 24 hours a day, get the Word of God going in your body 24 
hours a day.  You see, notice the violence, notice the 
aggressiveness of your faith.   
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Most people just sit up and watch television and often die 
prematurely.  Never possessing the healing that God had for 
them, because they never got violent, they never got violent, 
they never got violent. 
 
A lot of people just put up with it.  You know, well, I have had 
this for 40 years, they learn to live with it, never got violent, 
never got tired of it, violent faith.   
 
Turn to your neighbor and say we are talking about violent 
faith.   

 
Audience Members: We are talking about violent faith. 
 
C. Elijah: Violent faith.  Let me give you this statement before we read on, 

victory belongs to those who will not take no for an answer.  Say 
that with me, victory belongs to those who will not take no for 
an answer.  Victory belongs to those who will not take no for an 
answer.  And I began to run across some people that just refused 
to take no, refused, they had violent faith, refused to take no. 
 
Turn over, let’s look at this instance over here in 1 Kings, the 
Book of 1 Kings.  That’s there in your Old Testament, middle 
ways of your Old Testament there, the Book of 1 Kings, Chapter 
18, 1 Kings, Chapter 18, violent, we are talking about violent, 
violent faith, the violent take it by force, forcible men lay hold of 
it, violent men seize upon it, the strong claim it for themselves, 
they claim it, it is mine. 

 
00:19:48 
 

Faith says I have it now, I have it now, I am not trying to get it, 
I am not trying to get healed, I have healing now.  Faith, I mean 
faith takes it.  So you -- you see the difference, it’s not trying to 
get it.  Faith is mine now.  That’s taken, just laying hold of it.  
Just laying hold, that’s violent faith. 

 
 My needs are met right now, right now my needs are met right 

now, right now, right now.  I don’t have to wait for the check to 
come in, I said right now my needs -- see that’s violent.  See, so 
you got to realize, you are going to have to lay hold of it on the 
inside before that will manifest on the outside. 
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 That’s what I am this is what I am talking about, laying hold of 
it on the inside, laying hold of it on the inside, it’s mine on the 
inside before it ever shows up on the outside.  That’s violent 
faith, that’s violent faith. 

 
 It’s also called Bulldog faith.  You got to act like a bulldog 

sometimes.  You got to grab a hold of God, in His word refuse to 
let go.  Just refuse to let go.  That’s Bulldog faith.  Bulldog faith, 
tenacity, tenacious faith, aggressive faith, violent faith. 

 
 1 -- 1 Kings Chapter 18.  1 Kings Chapter 18.  This is Elijah the 

prophet.  Let’s look at Verse 41.  Now Elijah had a promise from 
God that it was going to rain, because he had -- he had prayed 
once before and the rain stopped, didn’t rain for three-and-a-half 
years, and now, Elijah is now praying for the rain to come back. 

 
 And -- and he demonstrates a violent faith and wouldn’t take no 

for an answer.  Look here in, in 1 Kings 18 beginning with Verse 
41.  It says, “And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and 
drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain”. 

 
 Now Elijah -- Elijah starts saying, it’s going to rain, it’s going to 

rain, and there was no -- there were no signs of rain anywhere.  
This is -- I mean he -- he is saying it before, he is saying it before 
he ever sees it.  He is saying it before he ever sees it.  That’s 
another principle of violent faith.  It says it, it says it, before you 
ever see it, you say it.  You say it, you have it.  You have it 
before you get it.  That making a sense? 

 
 You have it before you get it.  And so he said, Elijah said unto 

Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of 
abundance of rain.  Now so Ahab went up to eat and to drink.  
And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself 
down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees.  And 
he said to his servant, Go up now.  Now Elijah is praying for 
rain.  He has the promise of God for rain.  And so he says to his 
servant, Go up now, look toward the sea.  And he went up, 
servant went up and looked, and he came back and said, There 
is nothing. 

 
 Now in other words he was saying, no, but remember, violent 

faith never takes no for an answer.  He said, go look again.  
Notice Elijah wasn’t satisfied.  He came and he said, no, I don’t 
seen, nothing there.  Go look again.  Look at this.  It’s something 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3 

in his faith.  Something Elijah knew.  He wouldn’t take no for an 
answer. 

 
 The Bible says, he sent him back six times and that servant 

came because there is nothing.  And Elijah, go look again, 
seventh time, seventh time the little servant came back and 
said, I did see a little cloud.  The size of a man’s hand.  That’s 
violent, violent faith. 

 
 Notice, he wouldn’t take no.  I mean think about it.  If we had 

sent the servant three or four times, we would rather call it a 
day, or may be the day is not the day it’s going to rain. 

 
00:24:57 
 

Now he wouldn’t take no, go look again.  Go look again.  Go look 
again.  And each time that servant went to look again, Elijah hit 
his knees and put his head between his knees and prayed again.  
He prayed again. 

 
 Now Jesus talked about the persistence in prayer for this is kind 

of turn.  Jesus knew that, that violent faith was connected to 
persistence in prayer.  Jesus talked several times about 
persisting, persisting in prayer.  That’s why the Bible says ask 
and you will receive seat and you are fine.  Knocking it will be 
open unto you. 

 
 Literally what it’s saying ask and keep on asking.  Seek and 

keep on seeking.  Knock and keep on knocking.  See it’s -- that’s 
-- that’s something aggressive there.  Don’t give up, don’t stop.  
You look in on and you keep going until the manifestation 
comes. 

 
 And so when he sent him back that seventh time, the man said -

- the servant said, I see, I see a little cloud, the size of a man’s 
hand.  Now, and then Elijah told immediately, now still weren’t 
raining.  I want you to see this.  Still weren’t raining.  It was 
just a small cloud, weren’t raining at all. 

 
 But Elijah immediately told his servant, verse -- in that 44th 

verse he says, and he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy 
chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not”. 
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He said, go tell Ahab, he better go on down, because if he does 
the rain is going to hinder him.  Elijah was already counting it 
raining, and it hadn’t rained at all.  And he was already 
counting it as if -- as if it was raining.  That’s violent faith.  He 
had already taken hope.  As far as Elijah was concerned, it was 
already raining. 

 
 And so he said, go tell Ahab, if he wants to make it down before 

the flow come, he better go and start now, because rain is on its 
way. 

 
 Notice that he took a hold of three things that Elijah did.  

Number one, he was persistent in prayer.  Number one, he was 
persistent in prayer.  Number two, he refused to take no for an 
answer.  Number three, he believed his prayer was answered 
before it ever manifested.  Violent faith, violent faith. 

 
 Turn in to your neighbor and say we are talking about violent 

faith, violent faith, becoming spiritually aggressive, aggressive, 
you know, when I talk with the Lord, he was showing me, you 
know I had -- I said I see, I have been, you know, lot of things I 
really haven’t pursued.  I haven’t laid hold of, and I haven’t -- I 
haven’t, I haven’t done what was necessary on my part to take 
them. 

 
 You have already given them to me.  You have already provided 

but I didn’t take it.  I didn’t possess it.  I didn’t stand and I 
didn’t -- I didn’t get violent in my faith and aggressive enough 
spiritually.  I mean there is a -- there is a desperation that 
comes spiritually, where you become hungry and you become so 
aggressive, where you take a hold of God.  You take a hold of 
God.  You got to get violent, you got to get violent, and that’s 
why we have had so little manifestation.  We haven’t been 
violent enough in our faith, violent enough. 

 
 There was another particular woman and she was a Canaanite 

woman, and this is over in -- you don’t have to turn that, but 
over in the Book of Matthew Chapter 15 -- Matthew Chapter 15, 
this Canaanite woman came to Jesus and she was seeking 
healing for her daughter who was possessed by a devil.  And she 
came, and she was told no four times, but she wouldn’t quit.  
She wouldn’t stop.  She kept on asking, she kept on asking.  She 
was told no four times. 
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 And this was unusual for Jesus to say no.  I can’t think of 
another answer from scripture where Jesus said no to anyone.  
Jesus never turned anyone down that needed help. 

 
 This is only time that -- that really comes to my mind that Jesus 

said no.  He said no for a reason.  He used this woman to teach 
the people that will want you, and on the inside of Him, He was 
saying this, woman, I got to tell you no, but keep on asking me.  
Keep on coming. 

 
(00:30:01) 
 
 Get violent in your faith.  He said I want to use you to illustrate 

this to mind to fight because they are going to face rejection, 
they are going to face -- they are going to face times where they 
are going to be told no, but I want to use you to show them what 
an aggressive faith will do, what bulldog faith will do, what 
persistent faith will do. 

 
 And so on the inside of Jesus, I believe He was saying come on 

woman, I am going to tell you no but keep on asking me, keep on 
asking me, don’t give up, He said I am going to even insult you a 
few times to make it worse, but no, keep coming, keep coming, 
and the first time she came and He said, He said, He said no. 

 
 Now the Bible literally says He ignored her, didn’t ask to her a 

word.  She said, Master, have mercy on me.  My daughter is 
waxed with a devil.  Jesus didn’t even respond, ignored her, 
that’s the first rejection. 

 
 Second rejection when disciples came to Jesus and said, Jesus, 

send this woman away, you are talking about being insulted, I 
have been ignored, you have requested me to leave.  Now, see, 
most Negros want to put up with that.  I know this woman was 
not blind, she has been gone. 

 
 He ignored her, ignored her, and then requested her to leave, 

she kept coming, she spoke to Jesus again, Jesus said, He said -- 
He said, look, He said, I am only come for my people to start 
rejection, He said I am only come to minister to my people.  She 
has told no three times, she kept coming. 

 
Here is the fourth one and this was the final insult He gave.  He 
finally told her, she -- the Bible says, she begged and she said, 
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please Lord, He said, look, it’s not right for me to take the 
children’s bread, speaking about, His people being the children 
of God, it’s not right for me to take the children’s bread, people 
who are in covenant with God, and they cast it, give it to dog, He 
called her a dog, He called her a dog.  Now Jesus gave her every 
opportunity to give up to walk away and to quit on her faith. 
 
You know what she asked Him?  Just have to be the spirit of 
God leading her and prompting her to keep coming.  She said, 
yes Master, that’s true.  But she said even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from a massive table and at that point Jesus 
marked when He said, O woman, great is your faith. 
 
Let me translate it for you, woman you got violent faith.  You 
have aggressive faith.  Her daughter was made hold from that 
very moment.  Get aggressive in your faith, get aggressive in 
your faith, when you know what the word of God promises you, 
when you know what belongs to you, when you know what’s 
yours, when you don’t have a question about the will of God, you 
seize upon it, seize upon it, because a lot of people are going 
without because they haven’t taken it, they haven’t -- they 
haven’t done something about it themselves. 
 
And God is saying, you do something about it, you get 
aggressive, you get aggressive, and you grow after God, you 
grow after God until you get a change.  Says no longer, I am not 
going to just sit around wait until my change come, no I am 
going to be aggressive to my change come, I want to be 
aggressive. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say violent faith, violent faith, violent 
faith, praise God.  I am not going to hold you long, I am going to 
stop right there but that was what the Lord shared with me 
about that verse that the violent take it by force, the violent lay 
hold on it, they seize it, they take it by force and faith is a force.  
Faith is a force. 
 
Praise God! 

 
[Music] 
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