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C. Elijah Bronner: You can open up your Bibles up tonight to the Book of Colossians.  

Book of Colossians. Book of Colossians tonight, as we celebrate 

Thanksgiving. I want to just take a look at thanksgiving tonight. 

We’ll begin over in the Book of Colossians, the second chapter, one 

of my favorites, favorite thanksgiving scriptures.  Colossians 

Chapter 2.  Colossians Chapter 2.  Colossians Chapter 2.  When 

you get there, say, “Amen”.  Let’s read Verse 6, we’ll begin with 

Verse 6 and we’ll read Verse 6 and Verse 7 together in unison.  

Ready, read Colossians 2, beginning with Verse 6. Ready, read. 

 

 “As ye have therefore received --” you all there with me? 

Colossians Chapter 2, Verse 6.  Read a little louder so I can hear 

you. “ As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 

ye in Him:  rooted and built up in Him, and established in the 

faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 

thanksgiving.”  I want to read verse 7 again:  “Rooted and built 

up in Him, and establish in the faith, as ye have been taught, 

abounding therein with thanksgiving.” 

 

 Now, the word “Abounding” means overflowing, overflowing with 

thanksgiving.  Turn to your neighbors and say, “Overflowing with 

thanksgiving.”  I just want to use that as my subject tonight, An 

Overflowing Heart.  An Overflowing Heart.  So, note that there it 

says, “Be rooted, built up in it, establish in the faith, as ye have 

been taught.”  Many of us are rooted.  We’re established in the 

faith.  We’ve been taught but we haven’t been abounding, 

overflowing with thanksgiving.  That’s a very vital part.  I mean, 

that’s the part that makes all the difference.  I mean, you can be 

rooted.  I mean that you’re rooted.  That means firmly planted.  

You know whom you have believed in, you’re established, you’ve 

been taught.  We’ve all -- many of us, we’ve all been -- we’re 

successfully walking in those things.  But the final part here, he 

says “Abounding therein, overflowing.”  You got to overflow in it 

with thanksgiving.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You got to 

overflow with thanksgiving.” 

 

 I like that, I like the terminology, and this is visual image I get of 

overflowing.  When you think of something that’s overflowing, it’s 

not just -- I mean, its’s not just a few drops.  It’s not barely -- it’s 

just a half of glass.  I mean, it’s running over.  A lot of times, when 

I’m -- I ate at the salad bar like I love to eat soup.  A lot of times 

when I’m preparing my soup bowl, I know (00:03:17).  I don’t know 

what it is, I just can‘t stop at half a bowl, or I just can’t stop where 

it’s right in front of the last of the bowl. 
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 I always -- I fill it all the way up, and on my way back to my seat, 

it’s just splashing all over.  It’s overflowing all over the carpet, I’m 

just messing up folks’ restaurants all over the city, but that’s the 

image I get when he said, “We have to be overflowing.  It ought to 

be, it ought to just be splashing off of you.”  I mean, you ought to 

just be leaving residue wherever you go, you ought to have 

enough, not only for yourself, but for somebody else.  

Thanksgiving, giving thanks, not just for you and what God’s 

done in your life and what you have in your life, by giving thanks 

for others. 

 

 You know, the Bible says that first of all, you ought to pray for 

those that are in authority, and to give thanks for them because 

that’s overflowing in thanks.  When you’re giving thanks for 

somebody else that’s not directly related to you, it’s directly in 

your own personal little world.  But it says, you ought to give 

thanks.  That’s what’s the very first component of prayer is 

praying for those that are in authority and giving thanks for 

them.  So, giving thanks for them will keep you -- it’ll keep you 

from criticizing them.  See, a lot of people will talk about the 

pastor, what he hasn’t done, and things that he’s done wrong, but 

the Bible doesn’t say to do that.  There’s nowhere in the Bible 

where it says, when you pray, criticize the pastor.  No, instead, it 

says, pray for him, pray for those that are in authority, giving 

thanks for Him.  Giving thanks. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 See, giving thanks will keep you from criticizing.  It got to keep 

you from belittling.  So, you can’t criticize.  President Bush, if 

you’re giving -- praying and giving thanks for him, you can’t 

criticize him.  But that’s what -- that’s the instructions that the 

Bible gives us, that we’re to be overflowing.  We’re to be rooted, 

built up in the faith as we’ve been taught, abounding therein, 

overflowing therein with thanksgiving.  That means you got to be 

overflowing with faith and overflowing with thanksgiving.  But 

thanksgiving is a vital integral part of our Christian lives and our 

walk with God and it serves a very vital and necessary role in our 

lives, in a very productive way, walking with God, overflowing 

with a heart of thanksgiving.  It opens up so much more in our 

lives when you walk with an overflowing heart.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “We’re talking about an overflowing heart 

tonight.” 
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 An overflowing heart.  Just where you’re just so full as you’re just 

overflowing, it just consumes you.  The early Christians were 

persecuted, and they were -- I mean, they -- you’re talking about 

being overflowing with thanksgiving.   The early Christians were 

overflowing so much with thanksgiving that when they were 

persecuted, they were put in jail.  When they were released, the 

Bible says they rejoiced.  They rejoiced and counted themselves 

thankful because they had been counted worthy to suffer for His 

name.  They rejoiced because they had been persecuted.  They 

were thankful, they were thankful to God. 

 

 Thank you, Lord God, they locked me up in a cell and beat me.  

Our children thought -- they were thankful that they had 

undergone that affliction and persecution because their heart was 

overflowing with thanksgiving.  They had been trained and 

taught themselves, they were abounding.  They were rooted, they 

were built up, they were established, and then they were 

abounding therein with thanksgiving, with thanksgiving. 

 

 So, there was just a beautiful image there that they rejoiced 

coming out of jail, that they had been determined worthy to suffer 

for His name.  Worthy to suffer for His name, abounding.  There’s 

enough of overflowing heart, an overflowing life of thanksgiving. 

 

 You’ll see that you’ll look at things differently in life.  The Bible 

says that we ought to, in everything, to give thanks.  That means, 

not only when things are good, not just when it’s easy, but in the 

good times and the bad times.  When it’s easy and when it’s hard.  

We ought to give thanks in the good times and the bad, in the ups 

and downs.  At all times, we give thanks.  Abounding therein, 

abounding therein, with thanksgiving. 

 

 I’ll never forget a testimony from brother Copland(ph), where he 

said that he and his family had been out, having just a wonderful 

time at a rodeo event.  He had been with his relatives, they’ve 

been out together, and they had just had a wonderful time and he 

said he got back home, and he and his wife were undressing and 

so forth, getting ready for bed.  He said he got a telephone call.  

On the other end of the telephone was his son, and his son said, 

“Dad, there was a terrible accident on the way home and we’ve 

lost our niece,” who had been with them that night at the rodeo 

and at dinner had died in a tragic accident.  Brother Copland, he 

hung up that phone.  He said, everything in him wanted to cry 
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out why, he wanted to blame God, wanted to accuse God.  All of 

his emotions just wanted to overtake him, and just go into a 

terrible depression.  But he said, “Through the midst of all of that 

anguish, and all of the feelings of grief that he felt rising up, all 

of the anger, all of the hurt, all of the -- he said through the midst 

of that, he pressed through that. 

 

 He raised his hands at that moment, and gave God thanks.  He 

gave God thanks in his darkest hour.  He gave thanks.  He wasn’t 

thanking God for the accident, he wasn’t thanking God for the 

death of his niece.  He was thanking God for God being God, and 

that God’s a good God, and that God is worthy to be praised no 

matter what.  Not thanking God in all things, in everything give 

thanks.  Not thanking God for death, or for these things that 

happened that are terrible in our lives, realizing God is not the 

cause of these things, and God didn’t call his niece to be killed, 

but realizing even in the midst of that that God was with him. 

 

00:10:01 

 

 God was worthy to be praised, and God was to be given thanks.  

So that’s someone overflowing. 

 

 So, you cant’s just do that for the moment, if you hadn’t been doing 

that all along, if you haven’t been living over for a life of 

thanksgiving already, you can’t just wait that tragedy to happens 

and then think you go, just, “Oh, bless the Lord, thank God 

Almighty.”  No, you’re not going to -- that’s not going to happen.  

That comes from a life that’s already built in thanksgiving, and 

it’s a heart that’s established and already overflowing with giving 

thanks on a day-by-day basis.  Then, when those hard time comes, 

and those trials come, and adversity comes, then you’re able to 

bless the Lord even in the darkest hour, when you don’t see in the 

daylight, and no sunlight, and when the whole world is against 

you and adversity has risen her ugly face and then you’re able to 

give thanks.  That’s in everything.  That’s out of an overflowing.  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “That’s out of an overflowing 

heart.” 

 

 We’re able to give thanks.  We’re able to thank God in times of 

adversity.  Thank God for nothing else but just thank Him for His 

word.  “God, I thank You that Your Word is true.  Thank You that 

I can stand on Your Word and believe Your Word.  This is another 

opportunity for me to see You work in my life, to see You perform 
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something in my life.  This is an opportunity, Lord, for You to turn 

something meant for evil, and to turn it for good, that You’re 

working for good in my life.  This is another opportunity for me to 

use my faith in this.  Use all the weapons of my warfare and 

everything that I have received in Christ Jesus.  This is another 

opportunity to see Your goodness, another opportunity for me to 

have a testimony.  God, I give You thanks. I give You thanks.”  

That’s an overflowing heart, an overflowing heart even in the 

midst of the worst of times. 

 

 Now, there is something I saw here that talks about -- we 

celebrate Thanksgiving as a national holiday once per year and I 

really thank God for that.  I don’t criticize it at all, but I’m 

thankful for that, because if nothing else, it stimulates us who 

were Christians to realize that this is what we had to be doing 

every day of the year. 

 

 I said before, we had to have one day of grumbling and 

complaining and 364 days of thanksgiving.  So, thank you for this 

season, this time that our country sets aside to honor God, it just 

simply reminds us who we’re in the phase that is something we 

ought to be doing every day of our lives, every day on a continuous 

basis.  We don’t wait just the one day of year when the turkey and 

dressing is prepared to give thanks.  No, we shouldn’t have turkey 

and dressing every day of the year.  Amen.  I enjoy turkey, if that’s 

a (00:12:53), thank you.  I’d like to have it as often as I can get it.  

That’s the way we ought to be in Thanksgiving.  That’s something 

that’s on a continual basis. 

 

 There are three things (00:13:03) and you don’t have to worry 

about some of them but in 1 Thessalonians Chapter 5 Verse 16, 

17 and 18, it gives us three things that we ought to do continually 

as believers, as Christians.  Three things that we ought to do on 

a continual basis, continual basis that should be constant, that 

should -- it should be an ever-growing process that’s just -- and so 

let’s see three things in 1 Thessalonians 5, beginning with 16, 17, 

and 18.  Number one, it says you ought to rejoice evermore.  

Rejoice evermore.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Rejoice 

evermore.”  You ought to rejoice evermore.  That’s the first 

admonition we received in the scripture, something that you 

ought to do on a continual basis.  You got to rejoice evermore.  

 

 The second thing, verse 17, it says, “You ought to pray without 

ceasing.”  Pray without -- that means you will never stop, because 
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you’re always praying.  So, notice, rejoice evermore, pray -- turn 

to your neighbor and say, “Pray without ceasing.”  You’re to pray 

without ceasing. 

 

 And then, the third thing that’s just as important.  It says, in 

everything, give thanks.  In everything, give thanks.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “In everything, in everything, in everything, 

give thanks.  In everything, give thanks.”  For this is the Will of 

God, concerning you.  It’s the Will of God revealed to us through 

His Word.  God’s will for you, just for you to give thanks in 

everything. 

 

 I’ll never forget, I went to one of our members that had lost a 

family member and I walked in the past to the room just minutes 

before the passing of their loved one. 

 

00:15:06 

 

 The whole family was just there weeping in sorrow.  There was 

just a cloud of depression in the air.  I looked at everybody, 

everybody was crying and everybody was just so sorrowful.  Just 

a heavy burden of grief in the room.  They asked me to pray with 

the family before I left.  I was just led to just lead the family in 

thanksgiving. 

 

 I tell you, as I prayed, I just gave thanks to God.  I just gave 

thanks to God, I thanked God for everything I could think of, and 

then some.  I thanked God for the family, I thanked God for the 

dead grandmother that God has blessed with a long life, and I 

thanked God for the loving -- and I just went down the list just 

thanking God.  The more I thanked God, I mean, the tears began 

to dry up off those family members’ faces.  They started -- I mean, 

depression started leaving them.  Just a spirit of praise and 

thanksgiving, the presence of God came. 

 

 I entered the house through the room, just moments before this 

person died, and we were just in praise and thanksgiving and 

singing and rejoicing.  But we’ve turned a dismal situation 

around, and we’ve turned it into praise in the glorifying God 

through thanksgiving, which we are told to do at all times.  In 

everything, give thanks.  I wasn’t giving thanks because 

somebody was dying, but I was giving thanks because the person 

who was dying knew Christ Jesus, and that Jesus had already 
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redeemed her by His blood, and had already prepared a place for 

her in His kingdom.  Praise God. 

 

 There’s always something to give thanks for.  Always something 

to give thanks for, in everything.  That comes out of and 

overflowing heart.  I just remembered that, that first verse that 

we looked at.  Being rooted and built up in Him, established in 

the faith as she’s been taught, abounding therein with 

thanksgiving.  I think that’s the missing ingredient, and we’ve 

been missing that.  We’ve been rooted, and we’ve been 

established, we’ve been built up, but we haven’t been overflowing, 

abounding.  Overflowing in thanksgiving.  Turn to your neighbor 

and say, “Get an overflow.”  Get an overflow.  Overflowing therein 

with thanksgiving.  Overflowing with thanksgiving. 

 

 So, there were three things missing in 1 Thessalonians 5.  

Chapter 5 verse 16, 17, and 18.  Rejoicing evermore, praying 

without ceasing, without ceasing, and in everything, give thanks.  

So, it’s something just done on a continual basis.  I want to show 

you just a few scriptures that shows you the continuous action of 

giving thanks.  Go to Hebrews Chapter 13, Hebrews Chapter 13.  

Hebrews Chapter 13, and we’ll see here how often we are to give 

thanks.  Hebrews Chapter 13.  When you get there, say Amen. 

 

 So, let’s read Verse 15 there in unison.  Hebrews Chapter 13 Verse 

15.  Ready, read.  “By Him, therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of 

praise to God continually.”  Notice that.  It didn’t say sometimes, 

it didn’t say when you feel like it, it didn’t say when everything is 

going good, it didn’t say, when the sun is shining, it didn’t say 

when you got plenty of money in the bank and you’re feeling good.  

It doesn’t say that, does it?  It says, let us offer the sacrifice of 

praise to God, how often?  Continually, continually.  That’s out of 

an overflowing heart, continually.  That is, and it tells us exactly 

what it is, that is the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.  

The fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.  So, we see, 

thanksgiving, overflowing abounding therein with thanksgiving.  

It has to be continual, a continuous, ongoing event.  Continually 

giving Him the sacrifice of praise. 

 

 I tell you why the Bible calls it a sacrifice for praise.  Anytime 

there’s a sacrifice, that means something is put to death for a 

purpose.  So, it becomes a sacrifice of praise because you may feel 

depressed, and so, you have to kill your depression, and your 

depression becomes a sacrifice.  You’ve killed something for the 
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purpose of God’s praise being established, His thanksgiving and 

so, it becomes a sacrifice.  You’re putting something to death when 

you don’t feel like it. 

 

00:20:02 

 

 You’re putting that to death.  You’re laying it on the altar and 

you’re pressing on anyway to give Him thanks and so, it becomes 

a sacrifice of praise.  Also, it’s a sacrifice because Jesus died and 

gave His life as a sacrifice for us.  So, if you don’t have anything 

else to praise God for, to give thanks for, you think about His 

sacrifice, and it is truly a sacrifice of praise because He died for 

our -- in our place.  He gave Himself for us that we might have 

the right and so, it’s truly a sacrifice of praise.  So, you lay it on 

the altar, you lay any heartache, any depression, any problem.  I 

mean, when you don’t feel like it, when you’re tired, you lay that 

on the altar, and you kill it, and you press on to give God thanks 

in the midst of the most trying times, the most trying time of your 

life and you give Him praise, and you give Him thanksgiving.  The 

fruit of your lips giving thanks to His name.  That’s a sacrifice of 

praise. 

 

 So, notice that, continually, by Him therefore let us offer the 

sacrifice of praise to God continually.  Continually.  That means 

when you wake up in the morning, first thing out of your mouth 

shouldn’t be complaining, but you ought to be giving the sacrifice 

of praise.  I mean, when you don’t feel like waking up.  When you 

hate to hit it, when you (00:21:27), you want to just turn around 

(00:21:32)?  No, give him a -- that’s when you say, “Praise God, 

bless God for another glorious day in Jesus’ name.”  Now, you’re 

looking at me like I’m crazy.  That’s a sacrifice of praise when you 

don’t feel like it.  Amen. 

 

 (00:21:53) that ought to be the first thing, first big words out of 

your mouth when you wake up in the morning ought to be, “Thank 

God.  Thank God I’m alive!  Thank God for another day!  Thank 

God I can see, I can live and see the goodness of the Lord and the 

land of the living today!  Thank God I can live for Him, and I can 

walk in His purposes and have His purposes and plans fulfilled 

in my life today.  Thank God, thank God.  Thank God.  Amen.” 

 

 How many of you wake up like that?  Don’t raise your hand, don’t 

worry.  That’s the way we ought to wake up.  Continually, His 
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praise ought to be in our mouths, giving Him thanks, giving Him 

thanks. 

 

 The Bible says something very interesting, it says -- open the 

book, don’t worry about (00:22:42), but open the book of Ephesians 

Chapter 5, it gives us a very good key about something.  One of 

the hardest things that we have to control in our Christian lives 

is our tongue, our mouths, controlling our words, saying the 

wrong thing, speaking doubts or speaking unbelief, or speaking 

fear, or even giving into anger.  Where we just lose our temper 

and we go to slash or to cut someone with our tongue and get them 

told to put them in their place, to just unleash the very wrath 

upon them. 

 

 So, we all have problems at different times and other controlling 

our tongues.  I mean, whether it’s to a spouse, or to a child, to a 

co-worker, to your boss, there are certain times where we get 

ready to say something that we really -- from God’s perspective, 

from the perspective of God’s Word, and from our Christian’s 

provision, we really shouldn’t be saying.  Anybody can identify 

what that is, I know what I’m talking about.  We can’t let it just 

say something whether we (00:23:51) to complain, they’re 

(00:23:54).  “Look at this measly(ph) -- I’m working 40 hours for a 

measly.”  “They’re not treating me right.  I’m putting in all of this, 

and ain’t nobody’s, nobody -- I’m not getting a vacation, no bonus 

--” 

 

 So, we have opportunities to complain, and get opportunities to 

complain.  How many you know they get opportunities to 

complain?  I mean, there are perfect times to complain.  To 

grumble.  A perfect time to get angry.  I mean, there are times 

when somebody is raging(ph) mad, and the perfect response is to 

get them told and to set them straight.  But as Christians, as 

people of God and people that live in light of the Word of God, 

people that are determined to live and walk by faith and to live a 

life that’s pleasing to God, we have a responsibility of controlling 

their tongue.  Isn’t that correct?  We can control this tongue. 

 

 Now, here’s what I’m saying before it even comes into play in 

controlling your tongue, or your words. 

 

00:25:00 
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 Ephesians Chapter 5 Verse 4 puts it like this.  It says, and I’m 

going to paraphrase it because there’s no way where I could quote 

it, see, but I’m just paraphrasing it in my own words.  Simply 

saying, when you’re about to say something that’s stupid, this is 

what it really -- when you’re about to engage in stupid a 

conversation, gossip, ungodly discourse, when you’re about to 

engage in something that’s belittling, something that’s not 

edifying, something that is of a base nature, demoralizing, or if 

you’re about to say something that’s contrary to God’s Word, 

contrary to the nature of God, the Spirit of God, your walk of 

faith?  You’re about to say something giving way to the Devil, 

giving him an -- you’re signing for something with the eternal, 

where you’re inviting calamity in your life, you’re about to say 

something you shouldn’t be saying as a born-again child of God.  

This is what it simply says. 

 

 It says, stop just before you say it and instead of saying what 

you’re about to say, replace those words with thanksgiving.  

Replace those words.  So, when you’re just about to go and get 

somebody told, just about you’re going get your co-worker told, the 

Bible says, just stop for just a moment and just say, “Father, I just 

want to stop before I get brother (00:26:37) told.”  I just want to 

stop for a moment, God, and tell You how good You are.  I want 

to tell You how blessed I am.  I want to tell you, Lord God, how 

I’m enjoying my salvation, and God, You’re just ever so good and 

I bless Your name, and I thank you that the Holy Ghost is in my 

life and directing my life and controlling my life.  Thank you, Lord 

God, you’re running me over, you’re overtaking me with blessings.  

The favor of the Lord is upon me and I just wanted to stop and let 

You know that I thought about You, and I just wanted to give You 

that.  Thank You for bringing this statement(ph), taking care of 

my family and thank You for providing for them.  Thank You, 

Lord God, I just want to bless You, get all mine here.  There’s 

some things on my heart, glad I just thought about it.  In the 

Bible, it says that any time we think about just good and sensible, 

we hadn’t give you thanks right here and there.  I just want to 

thank You, and bless You, and sing a little bit to You.” 

 

 The Bible says, singing with Grace in your heart to the Lord, 

making a merry and sound of joyful noise in your heart.  A melody 

in your heart to the Lord.  That’s our thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving 

simply is an expression of joy to the Lord, that’s all it is.  Singing 

is an expression of joy to the Lord.  So, we sing to the Lord.  You 

may (00:27:52) you know anything, you can’t hold -- (00:27:55) but 
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just calming in your heart, making melody in your heart, singing 

with grace in your heart and that’s a form of thanksgiving of joy 

unto the Lord.  So, right on my way to get brother Ivan told, I told 

Darren replace those words with thanksgiving. 

 

 Now, when I finish, and I say, “Bless the Lord God, I’ll talk with 

you later.”  Now, when I get to him, I can’t say to him what I was 

going to say before (00:28:23).  It’s just to me, that thanksgiving, 

that time of thanksgiving and praise just totally destroyed it the 

words of my flesh that were about to come out and address him. 

 

 So, the Bible says that’s what you do.  Anytime you think of 

something you’re about to say, ”Oh, I’m sick, I feel sick in my 

body.”  Just before you say that, stop and give Him thanks.  Stop 

and give Him thanks.  Just stop and give Him thanks.  This is 

what I mean, stop and give Him thanks.  I mean, this is the time 

you say, “Lord God, I just want to thank you for the Lord Jesus 

who took my infirmities, who bore my sicknesses and then my 

diseases, who bore the curse for me so I don’t have to bear it.  

Thank God, Lord, God, that You sent your word and healed me.  

An I just want to thank You.” 

 

 You know, thanksgiving -- you know what faith is?  Faith is 

simply acting like the Word of God is true.  That’s all it is.  So, 

you just thank God for His word.  You’ve got to just thank Him 

that the Word He says will heal.  If you stop and do that, there’s 

no way we’re all going to sit down and say, “I’m sick, I don’t feel 

good in my body.”  You replace those negative, those words of 

despair, those words of unbelief, doubt, those words that’ll kill 

you.  I mean, (00:29:41) words that come out of my mouth.  But 

let me say this, you won’t be able to do that unless it’s coming out 

of the heart, because the Bible says, “Out of the abundance of the 

heart, the mouth speaks.”  So now, thanksgiving, that’s why we’re 

talking about an overflowing heart.  When thanksgiving is 

overflowing in your heart, then it can come out of your mouth, at 

the appropriate time when you need it the most. 

 

00:30:05 

 

 It’s an overflowing heart.  But that also has to come out of your 

heart.  Then, when Hebrews 13:15 is just talking about 

continually giving him praise, and that is our lips giving him 

thanks. 
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 It’s not just simply talking about your lips giving him thanks 

because the Bible says, God said it several times, “People honor 

Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.”  So, God is 

not just concerned with our lip-praise.  He’s concerned with our 

life-praise.  Amen.  It’s that heart-praise that comes out of your 

heart, out of a heart that’s devoted to God.  Out of a heart that 

wants to do what’s right because it’s right, and it wants to please 

God.  When you praise Him and give Him thanks in your heart, 

that praise will automatically come out of your mouth, and you 

find yourself giving God thanks.  Those opportunities that you 

have to complain, or to murmur or to gripe, or cuss somebody with 

a sharp turn, or to allow anger -- 

 

 I’m learning, even in the discipline of my kids who let me know 

I’m terrible when my kids do certain things.  I just -- I lose it.  I 

act like a complete fool.  I just lose it.  I know, I don’t look like I 

would do that, but I -- sometimes I lose it, man.  I lose it.  But I’m 

learning.  This an area I had to grow in.  I’m learning now.  As 

I’m on my way upstairs to discipline -- and it’s primarily my boy.  

My little girl would just (00:31:48) me, but that’s both of them.  I 

tell you, I just -- I had to deal with him on a man level. 

 

 Anyway, I’d tell you.  Sometimes I did have to restrain and jack  

him up, but there are a lot of times I found myself, man, where I 

just completely lost my temper after and then slapped him across 

the walls a few times and, oh man, that feels terrible.  I feels 

terrible.  I’d go man, and I had to repent about that, and I’d go 

back to him and apologize. 

 

 You know, I know about the grace of forgiveness.  I always go back 

when I’ve lost it with my kids.  I’d go back to them and say, “Look, 

daddy was wrong earlier.  Will you forgive me?  I lost my temper.  

That wasn’t God-like, it wasn’t Christian-like.  Forgive me, I 

missed today.  You forgive daddy.”  I pray with them.  I say, “I 

want you to forgive daddy.”  I pray to God, I say, “God, forgive me 

for losing my temper in the different -- in the correction of my 

kids.  Forgive at Your way.”  But now, I’ve learned, and I’m 

learning, still growing in this area, and hopefully this will help 

some of you all.  But when I’m on my way to let my kids have it 

now, I remember that verse in Ephesians 5:4.  Stop and rather 

give thanks instead.  I’ll just give thanks for a few minutes and 

then when I go to discipline my kids, now it’s tempered with the 

love of God.  It’s tempered.  I’m under control.  I’m a rational 
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person again.  I don’t just slap them across the wall.  Now I sit 

down and say, “All right, why did you do what you did?” 

 

 Well, that’s thanks, that’s overflowing with thanksgiving.  

Thanksgiving is a powerful force in the life of a believer.  Powerful 

force we haven’t tapped into.  Before (00:33:52) continue to do it, 

always to do it.  I mean, it’s always through -- it’s all over the 

place.  They always do it and I set up there in the life of Jesus.  

Jesus always gave thanks.  Paul always gave thanks.  It’s the life 

of the mark of any great person that’s done more with God, with 

any great measures of success(ph).  Thanksgiving was always the 

discernable quality and characteristic of their life, giving thanks, 

giving thanks, giving thanks.  Giving thanks, giving thanks.  Not 

worrying about what they don’t have, but thanking God for what 

they do have.  Thanking Him for what I do have.  Thanking Him 

for what I do have.  

 

 I can’t clean like brother Ivan, but thank God, Glory to God I can 

make (00:34:43).  Thank God for that.  I thank God for that.  

Brother Ivan can’t laugh as hard as I can.  He can’t laugh in a 

high pitch like I can.  I know he can’t do it. I got one of the highest 

pitched laughs of anybody. 

 

00:35:01 

 

 Let me tell you, I was in the grocery store last week and this lady 

came up, this lady came up behind me.  She looked at me three 

times.  She walked on, she came back.  She said, “What’s your 

name?”  I was reluctant to answer, because you know.  You know, 

when I’m not -- I don’t want anybody to know who I -- you know, 

that one of the pastors on tv and all of that, because I’d be dressed 

down here (00:35:29) so on and so forth.  I’d be glad to just say it’s 

like me, though, you know? 

 

 So, I didn’t answer her, I just smiled.  Then all of a sudden, I 

started laughing.  She said, “That’s the answer!  I know exactly 

who you are!”  She said, “I know exactly who you are.”  She said, 

“Your laugh gave it away.”  She said, “I watch, I enjoy the 

program, and all your blessing as well.”  She said, “Brother, I can’t 

even laugh like that.”  She can’t laugh like that.  (00:35:56) I can’t 

sing like brother Ivan, but he can’t laugh like I can!  Glory to God.  

I mean, I know.  I know by my laughing.  I know from my laugh, 

I thank God for that.  I know, that’s my trademark.  God has given 
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me a trademark.  That’s a trademark that I have.  Praise God, I 

don’t sound like that (00:36:28). 

 

 Let’s stand and give Him thanks.  Let’s give Him thanks tonight. 

Give Him thanks tonight.  Give Him thanks tonight.  Rejoice in 

the Lord.  Bless the Lord, O my soul!  All that is within me bless 

His holy name!  Bless the Lord, O my soul!  Forget not all His 

benefits!  Who forgiveth all thy iniquities, Who healeth all thy 

diseases!  Who crowned thee with loving kindness and tender 

mercies!  Who renews thy youth as the eagles, who satisfies thy 

mouth with good things!  Rejoice in the Lord and give Him thanks 

tonight!  Give Him thanks tonight.  Give Him thanks tonight!  

Give Him thanks tonight!  Give Him thanks tonight!   Oh, let’s 

just give Him thanks.  Let’s just praise Him and give Him thanks.  

Praise Him and give Him thanks.  Praise Him and give Him 

thanks. 

 

 Overflowing with thanksgiving.  Overflowing with thanksgiving.  

Overflowing with thanksgiving.  Overflowing.  Just overflowing 

with thanksgiving.  God, we thank You.  We love You.  We adore 

You.  Just overflowing with thanksgiving.  Just for thanksgiving.  

Thank You.  Thanksgiving, thanksgiving, thanksgiving.  This 

pressures that never overtake You, I would just stay open and 

thank You.  Worry that never overtake You.  Stay over here in 

thanksgiving.  None of the attacks of the (00:38:01) wherever, 

have a victory (00:38:03), stay over in thanksgiving.  Thank You.  

Praise God.  Just blesses (00:38:10).  Let’s give Him thanks for it.  

Just give Him thanks.  Let’s give Him thanks.  Overflowing with 

thanksgiving.  The world is going to (00:38:22) for just a day, but 

this is our life as a Christian.  This is our life as a child of God.  

This is part of my existence, to give Him thanks, to give Him 

thanks.  To give Him thanks.  Praise -- 

 

00:38:40 
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