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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Amen. Follow with me in prayer just before we begin 
tonight. 
 
Father, we give thanks for and of Your things. We just rejoice in Your 
presence. And, Father, we count it a great joy and privilege to come before 
Your Word and study Your Word. Father, we open our hearts to receive Your 
Word, our ears to hear it. God, we purpose in our hearts to be doers of Your 
Word and not only hearers of it. Father, I submit myself to the anointing, the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit. And, Father, I just say in Jesus’ name, Jesus 
speaks through my vocal cords and sings through my mind. I pray less of me, 
more of you, none of me in all of it! And, Lord, we just thank You for it right 
now in Jesus’ name. Let every heart say amen, amen, amen. 
 
You all may be seated. 
 
Tonight, if you will, open your Bibles to the Gospel of Luke; the Gospel of 
Luke there in the New Testament, Matthew, Mark, then Luke. As we have 
been studying for the last few weeks, we have been looking at seed time and 
harvest and sort of looking at sowing and reaping and so forth and being 
richly blessed by God’s Word. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 8, I would just like to read one verse at this 
time, and we may get back to the rest of this particular parable if time 
permits; but if not, we will pick up on it later. But in Luke, Chapter 8, I want 
to look at Verse 15, Luke, Chapter 8, Verse 15. I don’t intent on keeping you 
long tonight, but I always have good intentions (laughing). So just for you to 
know, my intentions are always good, always to let you go early; so I don’t 
intent on keeping you long. But Luke, Chapter 8, Verse 15, let’s read that in 
unison, Luke, Chapter 8 Verse 15:  “But that on the good ground are they, 
which in an honest and good heart, having heard the Word, keep it, and bring 
forth fruit with patience.” Let’s read that one more time, Luke, Chapter 8, 
Verse 15. Ready? Read:  “But that on the good ground are they, which in an 
honest and good heart, having heard the Word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience.” 
 
So, notice it says:  “But that on the good ground”. Everybody say “good 
ground.” And that’s what I want to use as a subject tonight, Becoming Good 
Ground … Becoming Good Ground. Turn to your neighbor and say, ”We are 
learning how to become good ground.” 
 
In this particular parable of the sower that Jesus gives, He actually lists four 
different types of ground that a seed is sown into, four different types of 
ground; but the startling thing is, three of those types of ground are bad. Out 



of the four types of ground that Jesus mentions, three of them are considered 
bad ground. Only one out of the four is considered good ground. 
 
I tell you, I want to be a good-ground Christian. Turn to your neighbor and 
say, “I want to be a good-ground Christian.” I want to be the one out of four. I 
want to be the one out of four. I mean, that simply means the one out of four, 
that’s the only one out of those four types of ground, that good ground is the 
only one that will yield; that will yield results; that’s effective; that will 
produce; that will have harvest; that will bear fruit. And that’s the type of 
ground that we are striving to be, becoming good ground. 
 
Notice, one out of four, He mentions four types of ground; three of the four 
are bad, only one out of four is good, and I really don’t know if Jesus was 
using it as a comparison to say that only one out of four people really will 
receive the Word, act upon it and get results. I really believe that’s what He 
was really trying to emphasize there; but you’ve got to realize, those types of 
ground, those are nothing but He is talking about human hearts. He is 
talking about you and me. He is talking about people. And He says, “One out 
of four people will actually work this Word and get results from it. One out of 
four people will actually receive this Word and believe it and get results 
yielded; they will bear fruit, they will get the fulfillment of God’s Promises in 
their lives, only one out of four! 
 
So Jesus realized that it was skewed. Three out of four wouldn’t produce a 
thing! Three out of four wouldn’t change! Three out of four of their lives 
would not amount to anything! They wouldn’t bring forth fruit to the glory of 
God, for the Kingdom of God! They would never realize the full potential that 
God’s released in His Word for their lives! Three out of four people miss it, 
and I will tell you, if you look around the church today, you will see that that 
statistic is true! Most people miss it! Most Christians are deceiving, they are 
weak, they are whipped, they are not making it in life! And Jesus said only 
one out of four is considered good ground. Only one out of four will yield 
productive, effective results from the Word of God … one out of four.  
 
Now, what I want you to notice, it’s the same seeds. See, the sower went forth 
to sow. He had the same seeds. It wasn’t four different types of seed; it was 
one seed, but he sowed it on different types of ground. 
 
So notice, it’s the same Word. It’s the same Word! But notice, when the Word 
is ministered forth, it falls on different hearts, different people. And different 
people will get different results. Even though it’s the same Word, the Word of 
God will have varying degrees of success in the lives of certain people. It will 
be different. I don’t care. If you notice, it’s almost like if the pastor gave 
everybody in here $100. There’s going to be different results from that $100 



that he gives us. Some of us are going to go out immediately and buy a pair of 
shoes with it (laughing). Some of us are going to pay some bills with it. Some 
of us will invest it; we’ll save it, we’ll get it producing. So, notice, even though 
all of us will receive $100, I guarantee you a year from now, there would be 
different results from that initial $100 given to all of us. it’s the same $100, 
but it yields different results, depending upon the type of life it was given 
unto, and that’s what Jesus was saying. It’s the same Word. It’s the same 
Word; but because men’s hearts are qualified differently, that Word will 
produce different levels of success. It will have different levels of success, 
because people were different, and it will have varying levels of success in 
people’s lives. 
 
Over into book of Hebrews, Chapter 4 -- you don’t have to turn there -- but 
literally what this parable is teaching here is saying that you will be the one 
who will determine whether or not the Word will work in your life. It’s the 
same Word, but you will be the determining factor. Point to yourself and say, 
“I … am … the determining factor … whether or not … God’s Word … will 
work in my life.” 
 
Notice, you are the determining factor, not the sower; it’s not the sower. So 
often, we have held the preacher accountable. The parable only mentions the 
sower one time. It says the sower goes about to sow, and that’s all you hear 
about the sower; the rest of the parable is dealing with all those different 
types of ground and what it did with the seed! You determine the level of 
success that you have from God’s Word. 
 
It’s the same Word, it’s the same Word. A lot of people will grow, and they 
will produce, and they will change, and things will happen and blessings will 
unfold, and they will get the promises of God fulfilled in their lives. Other 
people will stay in their same condition or even grow worse, sitting under the 
same Word. You determine. You determine. Say it once again:  “I determine 
… whether or not … the Word will work in my life.” You determine; you 
determine it. 
 
Over in Hebrews, Chapter 4 -- don’t worry about turning there -- the apostle 
said there:  “The gospel was preached unto us as well as unto them. But it 
didn’t profit them, because they were not good ground.” They didn’t receive it, 
they didn’t believe it, and they didn’t act it. It was the same Word. He said, 
“The gospel was preached unto us as well as unto them; but because they 
didn’t make faith with it, they didn’t profit from it.” In other words, he said, 
“We profited from the Word. We profited from the Gospel; but that other 
group that heard the Word, they didn’t profit” -- notice, both of them. He said, 
”We heard the same Gospel! We go to the same church! We heard the same 
sermon! But, I mean, you can have two people out in the audience. One 



person will hear the Word from God, and he will leave drugs alone; he will 
walk away from it. Another person will remain addicted, same Word. And so 
because one person did not receive the Word into good ground, they didn’t 
become good ground for that Word; they became one of those other three 
grounds that are bad, and those other three grounds produce nothing. The 
other three types of ground produce nothing. Only one out of four is what 
Jesus said. Only one out of four will really grasp and they will really live up 
to the potential to have release in My Word.” 
 
Man, that makes me want to be that one! I’m not thinking about being the 
three out of four. If it’s only one out of four that will get what God has for 
them, how many of you want to be that one? I want to be that one! I want 
what God has for me! I want to be good ground! Folks, I’m telling you, God 
wants us to be good ground! That’s why He is teaching this. Jesus is saying, 
“I want all of you to bring forth a hundredfold!” He is not trying to give a 
hundredfold to just a few. He said, “I want all of you to bring forth a 
hundredfold! It’s my desire for all of you to be good ground!” 
 
God wants all of us to be good ground. I want to be good ground. I mean, I 
want this Word to work, I want it to produce, I want it to yield results in my 
life! Lasting results, change, I mean, I want the promises of God to be 
fulfilled in my life. I don’t want to just read about them, I don’t want to hear 
anybody just talking. I want to experience every good promise of God’s Word 
in my life. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: I want to be good ground, I want the return; I want 
that hundredfold. Notice, He says, “Some will receive thirty fold, some will 
receive sixty fold, then there’s that hundredfold.” Notice, varying levels of 
success, the Word produces varying levels of success; but you determine. You 
determine which level you will be, not the sower, not God, not even the Word. 
It’s the same Word, but it’s the ground that it’s sown into. 
 
So we are talking about tonight becoming -- turn to your neighbor -- “We are 
talking about becoming good ground.” I am telling you, if we are going to 
receive from God’s Word, if we are going to receive from God, the only way we 
are going to receive all of His Goodness, all that He has in store for us that 
He has bestowed, if we are going to receive that, you’ve got to become good 
ground. Those other three types of ground will not receive. Even what’s 
already been given to God’s people, they won’t receive it. Only one out of four, 
good ground. Turn to your neighbor and say, “I am a good-ground Christian.”  
 



If we are going to receive God’s best, we are going to have to make a 
determination to be good ground, to do what it takes, to get that harvest 
yielded in our lives, to get the produce in our lives. I like that. I’m like Jesus. 
I mean, Jesus likes results He likes results. This Word is to produce results; 
it is not to give you a feeling! A lot of people say, ”Oh, Child, we had church 
today!” We have some church today.” No. That’s a byproduct of what will 
happen; but that’s not what God is after. God is after this Word producing in 
your life, this Word making a change, this Word bearing fruit for the 
Kingdom of God. And I’m telling you, it’s a good ground. I mean, it is His 
labor for us, and God said, “There’s a hundredfold that’s available to you; but 
you have to be good ground in order to reap it in your life.” 
 
I’m telling you, it’s here. It is here. Everything you need, everything you are 
lacking in your lives, it is here in this Word. If you will make the 
determination to be good ground, the Word will produce. Turn to your 
neighbor and say, ”The Word will produce.” 
 
I’m telling you, the Word works when you work the Word. It will produce! It 
will produce, just like any seed. Any seed that’s planted properly will 
produce. It will produce; that’s the nature of a seed. It will produce. 
 
Remember we talked about last week the Bible simply says in this parable 
here that the seed is the Word of God; that means it will produce. If it’s 
planted, if it’s watered, it will produce. If it’s kept in good ground, it will 
produce! That’s the nature of a seed. A seed doesn’t know anything else but to 
germinate itself and to start producing. That’s all it knows; it doesn’t know to 
do anything else. A seed is made to produce. This Word is given to produce in 
our lives. 
 
That’s why you see so much defeat, you see so much failure, you see 
Christians living so far below their privileges and their means because only 
one out of four, Jesus said, only one out of four truly presents themselves as 
good ground to get that hundredfold return. 
 
Now, notice, this particular parable is located in three of the four Gospels. It’s 
in Matthew, Chapter 13, I believe it is, it’s in Mark, Chapter 4, and it’s also 
in Luke, Chapter 8, the one we are looking at. Three of the four Gospels 
present this particular parable of the sower. And, you know, after hearing 
about this most of my life, I always thought that Jesus originated this 
parable. I always thought this was something that was said for the first time 
when Jesus told it. But after studying this, I realized and came across and 
found some other instances, God had said these same things to His people 
back in the Old Testament, and we will look at a couple.  
 



Go back to Jeremiah. Some of you didn’t even know God had said this before. 
Go to Jeremiah. I thought Jesus was the first one to talk about the sower and 
the seed, but he really wasn’t. Jesus was simply re-preaching something He 
knew from the Old Testament Himself. Jeremiah, Chapter 4, you are going to 
find here that God’s going to say the same thing, the same thing. In 
Jeremiah, Chapter 4, now God is speaking through Jeremiah, and Jeremiah 
is speaking on behalf of the Lord. He is speaking so representative of God 
that Jeremiah simply says, “This is what God is saying, God is saying.” So 
notice in Verse 3, Jeremiah, Chapter 4 Verse 3, says:  “For thus sayeth the 
Lord” -- this is really Jeremiah speaking, but he says, “This is what the Lord 
is saying” -- “to the man of Judah and Jerusalem,” listen “Break up your 
fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.”  
 
Now, “thorns” is one of the four types of grounds that Jesus talked about, 
that the seed fell among thorns. Notice, way back here in Jeremiah, God was 
already teaching this parable. He said, “Break up your fallow ground, and 
sow not among thorns.” Now, He is not talking about literal agriculture here; 
He is talking about the condition of men’s hearts! This is what He is talking 
about. He is not talking about a field out somewhere; He is talking about the 
condition of these people’s hearts. He says, “Look here, look here.” This is 
what He says, ”Look here.” He says, “Wait a minute.” He says, “Now, 
although all of you know something about agriculture, you know about 
farming, you know about producing!” And He goes on, and this is what He is 
really saying. He says, “If any of you expected to yield a harvest from 
something you have sown, if any of you expected to yield something from 
natural land, you know that you would have to prepare that land in a certain 
way for it to yield what you are trying to get from it.” And He said, ”Now, you 
all are experienced farmers; you are experienced people in agriculture! You 
know how it works!” He is saying, ”You wouldn’t expect to receive something 
from the earth if you did not properly prepare that earth for planting. Before 
you expected to receive anything from that ground, you would properly 
prepare that ground first.” He said, “There’s not a one of you that would not 
till it. I mean, you would till it, you would plow it, you would get it ready 
before you planted the seed! You would get that ground ready.” This is what 
He’s saying. He said, “Nobody would just go out and throw seed. You wouldn’t 
just throw the seed on some hard, crusted ground.” He said, “No, you would 
break that ground, and you would get it ready; you would get it prepared to 
receive that seed. And then because you know it was prepared, you would be 
expecting a harvest from it.” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: And so He says, ”Now, you break up your fallow 
ground” He is talking about their hearts. He says, ”Your hearts are 



unprepared! Your hearts are unpeeled. Your hearts have not been plowed, so 
how can you expect to receive from God and your hearts are full of fallow 
ground?” And so He says, “Break up the fallow ground. Break it up.” He says, 
”Treat your heart the same way you treat your field. Treat your heart the 
same way you treat your field! When you expect to receive from your field, 
you treat that ground a certain way. He says, “Now, you are expecting to 
receive from God; treat your heart the very same way.” And so that’s literally 
what He is saying there. 
 
So I began to see that that’s the parable Jesus taught over in the New 
Testament. Jesus taught this in Matthew, Mark and Luke. I didn’t realize 
Jeremiah taught it way back in Jeremiah, same parable! He even went on in 
and said, “Don’t sow among thorns.” “Don’t sow among thorns.” And He said, 
“Look, in the natural, you wouldn’t sow your seed among thorns; but yet in 
your hearts, your hearts are full of thorns, and you are trying to sow from 
God into thorny hearts.” And so he began to show them that it didn’t make 
any sense. 
 
So He said, ”Break up your fallow ground.” With “Break up your fallow 
ground,” this is what He is saying:  ”Make yourselves fit. Make yourselves fit 
to receive from God. Make yourselves fit.” 
 
Now, one commentary I read on that put it this way. It said, ”Put away from 
you all that keeps the harvest from you. Everything that keeps the harvest 
from you, put it away, because,” He said, “that’s what you would do in the 
natural. In the natural, you would prepare that ground, you would take 
everything out of that ground that would keep that ground from producing.” 
He says, “So in the spirit, take away everything in your heart that would 
keep you from receiving.” 
 
Now, when I thought about that, after I read that in my commentary and I 
thought about that, I thought about something else. Turn over to the book of 
Ephesians. When I read in my commentary where it says , ”Put away from 
you everything that would keep you from receiving.” It said, ”Just like you 
would in a natural field, you would pull up and pluck up, you would prepare 
the ground, and you would take away everything that would prevent that 
seed from growing.” So He said, “Even in your heart, put away from you 
everything that would prevent you from receiving.” 
 
Go to Ephesians. I thought about this in Ephesians when I read that in my 
commentary. Ephesians, Chapter 4, you will see perfectly how it all connects 
right in to your heart trying to become good ground. I want you to see where 
God is trying to get us; He is trying to get us to the place where our heart is 
becoming good ground so that we might produce His wonderful harvest in our 



lives. And so notice here. Remember what I said in my commentary; it says, 
“Put away from you anything that will keep you from receiving your harvest. 
Put it away from you.” Notice what it says in Ephesians, Chapter 4, Verse 31. 
Listen to this. It says:  “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, 
and evil speaking, be put away from you.” That’s the same word He used 
about the farmer. He said, ”You would put away from that seed in the ground 
anything that would keep it from producing.” Notice, what it says here about 
our heart:  “Put away from you all bitterness, all wrath, all anger, clamor, 
evil speaking; put it away from you with all malice.” What do you think He is 
trying to get over? He is trying to say, ”You’ve got to prepare the ground.” 
Your heart is the ground. So He says you’ve got to put those things away, the 
same way you would put thorns away and weeds away. Put these things 
away from you. Notice He goes on in Verse 32, and He says, “And be ye kind 
one to another.” Notice, He is trying to prepare the soil; He is preparing the 
ground. He is trying to make a good ground that will produce. He said, ”Be 
kind to one another.” Notice, “tenderhearted”? We are talking about the heart 
as the ground. Make your hearts tender. Make your hearts tender, forgiving.  
 
Folks, He is talking about becoming good ground. Put all those other things 
away that would keep you from receiving the harvest. 
 
I like the amplifier. The amplifier listed not only these things to put away 
from you, but it had an additional list of words I wanted to read to you. It 
says, “Put away from you bad temper.” Isn’t that something? Bad temper 
prevents you from being good ground. Next time you get ready to get angry, 
you get ready to lose it, you get ready to snap, you get ready to tell somebody 
like it is, remember this:  you are preventing yourself from being good 
ground. Bad temper, bad temper. The amplifier says, “Put away from you a 
bad temper that will prevent you from being good ground.” Resentment, 
resentment will prevent you from being good ground. Animosity, animosity 
will prevent you from being good ground. Quarrelling, or arguing, in other 
words, will prevent it. You get ready to get in a heated argument with 
somebody, just before you argue, remind yourself:  “This will prevent me from 
being good ground. This will prevent me from being good ground.” Spite, put 
away from you spite; ill will. Put all of those things away from you. 
 
I can understand the writer is now giving you that list, because he is in the 
process of helping you to become good ground. He is trying to help you 
cultivate your heart. Get the soil prepared so that you can be the one out of 
four that receives the Word, that keeps it, and you’ll receive a hundredfold 
return. So notice that. 
 
This is the one thing I noticed as I was studying “ground”. I realized this 
statement and remembered this statement:  ground is capable of 



improvement. I don’t care how bad the ground is, you can always make it 
better. I mean, if you have to, you can bring a bulldozer in there and just dig 
it up. I don’t care how bad the ground is. I mean, sometimes they have had to 
take dynamite and blast the ground. There might be a big boulder under the 
ground, and they need to build; they will bring in dynamite and blast the 
boulder. I don’t care how bad ground is, it can always be improved. So God is 
saying, ”No matter what condition your heart is in,” because you might be 
sitting there saying, “Well, I already know that I am three of the four, I am 
those other three grounds.” I don’t care if you are the wayside -- see, the field 
by the wayside -- or if you’re the stony ground or if you’re the thorny ground. 
No matter. It doesn’t matter which ground you are, ground can always be 
what? Improved! You can always improve it. That’s why they have tillers and 
plows and all these things is that they improve the ground. I mean, you can 
find bad ground; but you can do work to improve it and make it where it is 
suitable to grow. Glory to God! Glory to God! Ground is improvable; it can be 
improved. Ground is capable of improvement. You can always make ground 
better. You can always make ground better prepared for planting, and that’s 
what we are dealing with in this whole thing. 
 
I think I am going to stop right there, because I told you that I was going to 
let you go early tonight, wasn’t going to hold you long. So I am going to keep 
my word. But I pray that I said something to make you think about it. Go 
back and meditate on all these Scriptures, and you just go before the Lord 
and say, “God, at this time in my life, I haven’t had the harvest I should have 
had. I have not seen the fulfillment of the promises of Your Word that Your 
Word promises me. I am not living in the blessings that I should be living in. 
God, I am not eating the good of the land like Your Word promises me. God, 
my needs don’t seem to be met like Your Word tells me they will be. If you are 
in that situation where you are not experiencing the good promise of God’s 
Word fulfilled in your life, go before God and say, “God, I know it’s not the 
sower, and I know it’s not the seed; it has to be the ground. It has to be the 
ground! I have to be one of those other three types of ground that’s 
preventing production in my life. And, God, I present my ground to You, and I 
ask you to break up the fallow ground. Break up my fallow ground, and I 
purpose to change. I purpose right now to become good ground; I purpose to 
become good ground; I purpose to become good ground. I’m telling you, you 
put this Word in good ground, it will produce what it says. It will do what it 
says it will do. It will do what it says it will do, you put it in good ground. 
 
You remember, I was telling you last week about a couple that was right on 
the verge of divorce, and they went to their pastor about it, and the pastor 
gave them very simple instructions. He said, ”Go to 1 Corinthians, Chapter 
13.” He said, “Get the amplified version of the Bible. Get you some index 
cards. Write down Verses 4 through 8 in the amplified version on two index 



cards.” And he said, “This is all I want you to do. When you wake up in the 
morning, read those cards first thing your eyes open.” And he said, “When 
you lay down to go to bed at night, before you go to sleep, each of you read     
1 Corinthians 13, Verses 4 through 8 in the amplified version on that index 
card. Read it before you go to bed.” He said, “Do it every day, in the morning, 
at night; in the morning and at night; in the morning and at night.” After a 
few months of that, that marriage was miraculously changed and it was 
saved; it was salvaged, and it became a good marriage. 
 
When I thought about it, I said, “What happened there?” Well, I understand 
what happened there. The pastor simply took seed, which is God’s Word. He 
took seed and had them plant it. They planted it every morning, they watered 
it every night; they planted and watered, planted  and watered, planted and 
watered. Now, when you go in there and study 1 Corinthians 13, Verses 4 
through 8 in the amplified version, it gives you very simple instructions about 
walking in God’s kind of love, and it will say stuff like, ”Love is kind … love is 
kind. Love is patient; love is kind, and love is patient.” Now, so if a husband 
and wife are planting that every day when they wake up in the morning -- 
“Love is kind” -- and they are reading that twice a day, love, the God kind of 
love that He has planted in my heart to operate in my marriage, love is kind? 
It won’t be long before I’d start changing the way I talked to my wife. You see 
that? See, because I planted that Word and started watering it, it’s going to 
start producing. So now when I am reading “Love is kind,” I now change the 
way I talk to and treat my wife, because I see “Love is kind.” 
 
And when that wife gets ready to snap at the husband, if she will remember 
what she planted in her heart every morning and every night:  love is patient; 
love is extraordinarily patient. Even though he left the toilet seat up, love is 
extraordinarily patient. It endures all things. It endures all things, believes 
all things, bears under anything and everything that comes. It’s always quick 
to believe the very best of every person. Even though I see the way he is now, 
because I have been reading this every day and every night, I choose to 
believe he is better than that. Even though he hasn’t changed, I believe the 
best of him. I don’t believe he has done what I heard he did. Love teaches me 
now to believe the very best of every person. 
 
I’m telling you, there is some rich material there in those four verses. And if a 
couple would read it, any couple that is having some trouble in their 
marriage, try it. It’s the seed. It’s God’s Word. Your heart is the soil. Take 
that Word, plant it, sow it in your heart day and night. The Bible says the 
whole Kingdom of God operates that way. It says the Kingdom of God is as if 
a man planted a seed, got up day and night; and next thing he knew, he saw 
the blade, then the ear, and then the full shuck of corn. Glory to God. The 
whole Kingdom of God operates that way! He said he doesn’t know how it 



happened; he just planted the seed. He planted the seed, watered it and 
harvested; it produced. That Word will produce in every area of life when we 
make the decision to be good ground … good ground, good ground. 
 
Glory to God, I am going to stop there. Give the Lord a round of applause; we 
will pick up with that later. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Amen, amen, amen, amen. Say it with me, “I am a 
good-ground Christian. I am determined. I am determined … to be good 
ground … for the seed of God’s Word … good ground … and I am going to 
bring forth … thirty-fold … sixty-fold … oh, and some a hundredfold. Glory to 
God, amen! 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Amen, amen, that was truly a powerful message. 
All of you need to encourage more people to come out on Friday nights, 
because that’s what they are missing. And all of you know some people that 
need to be here tonight, and there is nowhere else that you can really go 
where you will get this kind of enrichment There’s nothing else out there in 
Friday night that’s better than being in God’s House. So we really need to 
make a concerted effort, so even folks in this church and you are sitting next 
to them, do this on Sunday. Catch somebody and tell them, “Child, you 
missed it Friday night. You missed it Friday.” Just tell them. Just tell them, 
“You missed it Friday,” because, people, to me, it is a simple message, yet, oh, 
so powerful. And those statistics are real, because I see it every day among 
Christians, and three out of four is a great old, big number. To be perfectly 
honest about it, three out of four is a figure that gives it a whole lot. Most 
Christians don’t make it to church. You’re not going to Heaven later if you 
don’t have Heaven with you here because of that ground. 
 
And He talked about the thorny ground. You see, that used to be my name, 
Thorny, that’s what I was called as a boy, and my mama and daddy named 
me that. And the reason I was called that is because my middle name is 
Hawthorne; so my father gave us all these funny nicknames, and my name 
was Thorny. 
 
I had to change that name. And, you see, some of you have been given names 
even by your parents; even in innocence, you have been given attitude, and 
you’ve been given some patterns and you have been given some ways of 
behavior at a time when you can change it because it’s thorny, and as a 
result, it is sticking in your flesh, and your ground can’t produce. Even Paul 
said he had thorns in his flesh. 
 



Some of you will have thorns until you pull out those thorns, and even 
sometimes on the flip end, some of you’ve got rocky ground; but on the flip 
side of that, the other ground that didn’t produce, they were choked out by 
the care and riches of the world. They had a heap of stuff, and the riches 
choked out the Word. 
 
It’s a powerful message, people. Don’t leave here without getting that tonight, 
because it’s something that we all need and we all need to take heard of. We 
all need to understand we have to do some breaking up of the ground for that 
true seed of the Word to prosper and to grow. Awesome, awesome, awesome 
message for tonight.. 
 
Don’t forget to leave an offering on your way out in that red and blue box. 
Here is the seed of the Word; but there is also the seed of material things. 
And just as you plant the seed of the Word, also the seed is your offering in 
God’s House. Some don’t have a harvest, because they have not even planted. 
And there is something about that seed that will make a difference in your 
world in so many ways, and I am going to preach on that not too far in the 
future of just the power of that seed and what it does, and what is the seed in 
real life and the difference between seed planters and seed holders, and the 
difference in the attitudes and the mentality of the spirit that it makes. You 
can tell the difference between a seed planter and a seed holder. 
 
I like what he said about that multiplication, and that’s a deep one; and 
that’s been a Scripture I have been trying to figure out for the longest, what 
was the exact meaning of the thirty-, the sixty- and the hundredfold. I don’t 
have a revelation on that; but it does let you know that some folks produce 
more than others, and some folks produce nothing. That, I know. But I was 
trying to figure about the thirty-, the sixty- and the hundred-. And God will 
give me that revelation one day, or maybe He will give it to C. Elijah and I 
will understand it; but it is clear some produce nothing, some produce thirty-, 
some produce sixty- and some will produce a great harvest of a hundredfold.  
 
Which one do you choose to be? And you make that choice, because you are 
going to have to break up some ground and remove some thorns.  
 
Amen. And, C. Elijah, you’re going to Cottonwood this weekend, aren’t you? I 
just heard God speak to me as I was standing here. He said if you go to 
Cottonwood, just get in that water; and go completely under the water and 
just pray a prayer under the water, and you will come back from Cottonwood 
with even a greater anointing. And we are going even to see some greater 
things and some greater revelations and even feel some greater power beyond 
that which we already receive. You are going to come back with even a 
greater anointing. 



 
That’s just as growth occurs with plants; and even within man, it occurs in 
spurts and in stages. God said He is getting ready to take you to another 
stage. He is getting ready to take you to another level. As you go to 
Cottonwood and even as you symbolically get in the water that comes out of 
the ground, He is going to pour some even greater blessings upon you and 
open up some windows of Heaven, so you will be able to see some things and 
bring them back to us and let us see them. God is getting ready to take you, 
C. Elijah Bronner, to another level … to another level … to another level. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You upon this night for this message and 
for the messenger. And I pray, I pray that the Word, that the Seed that he 
has planted in our grounds, fall not upon the first three; not upon stones, not 
upon hard ground, not upon dry ground, not upon ground with thorns, not 
upon ground with weeds that choke out the Word; but that it falls on good 
ground and that it produces the harvest. The Word has come unto us; it is up 
to us now whether or not we grow in it. Thank You, Father. I pray, Dear 
Father, that You do whatever You need to do to break us up and to break up 
our ground, that we be true. In Thy Son Jesus’ name we pray, amen. 


