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(Music Playing:  00:00:00 - 00:03:35) 

 

Well, the last few sessions we’ve had together, we’ve been 

studying on the subject of trouble, trying to understand and get a 

grasp of trouble when it comes into our lives, in those times, 

specifically, when we want to questions God and ask God why, 

and we have gained very valuable insights concerning that 

subject matter from the Word of God, and we will continue tonight 

in hopes that I can conclude tonight.  And tonight, I’m willing to 

point you to the subject, “God’s purpose for tests.” 

 

We know the tests, trials, we’ve called it trouble, that it comes to 

all of us, and it really helps us.  It benefits us when we understand 

God’s purpose for tests, when we’re able to look at tests from God’s 

perspective.  We’re able to do that, from the insight we gain from 

His Word, the knowledge, insight, and understanding that we 

gain from His Word concerning tests, and trials, and troubles, and 

so forth, we’re able to understand God’s purpose for those tests. 

 

00:05:13 

 

Not all tests come from God.  God’s not responsible.  God’s not the 

one that’s putting you in all trouble, even though sometimes, it is 

God testing us. 

 

I had a woman last week.  She she said before she could get out 

of church, she went through a test.  She went through a test.  I 

had just finished a message there, but before she could get down 

the steps, she went through a test.  But she said it’s because she 

had been hearing, and by receiving instructions from the Word 

and gaining insight from this series, she said she passed the test.  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

She had a different vantage point.  I mean, she was ready for the 

test.  And she said she’s passed, that she was grateful, and she 

was thankful that because of the Word and because of the Holy 

Spirit in her life, she was able to act on what she had learned, she 

passed the test. 

 

She passed the test, but just to show you how quickly tests come 

to all of us, but sometimes it’s God testing you.  Sometimes, it’s 

God testing.  He will allow certain things to happen so that he can 

test you.  The Bible calls it proving you.  You will look at some 

scriptures, the Bible uses the word “prove,” but that word is “test.”  
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And then there are other times where it’s not God, but you know, 

stuff just happens. 

 

Sometimes stuff, it happens.  It happens.  Things like it just 

happens but, you know, for no reason, it just seems like the world 

is just picking on me.  Stuff just happens.  Just happens.  I don’t 

know why like the keys in the car.  I just know this stuff just 

happens.  Now, I’ve got to pay $35 for a lot of this to come.  I don’t 

know why. 

 

And so, sometimes things just happen.  Other times, things are 

orchestrated by God.  Other times there are even dark forces or 

demonic forces that work, trying to get to you.  And so, you know.  

But I want to us to look at God’s purpose for tests, when God, 

himself, is involved in a test, when he’s the one testing you, and 

also, even when it’s not God but when we’re in such a place with 

God where we’re able to rely upon him and trust in Him, even if 

we protest that he didn’t call so it didn’t come from Him.  Even in 

those tests, God’s able to take what was therefore evil and turn it 

for good.  He is able to turn it into a place where even in the midst 

of those tests, those dark hours, we can still find the ways to 

glorify Him, and glorify God, and bring God glory, where God or 

whoever’s the author of the tests, we’re able to pass.  Amen?  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

How many of you are ready for some tests?  No, don’t raise your 

hand.  No, that might get you in trouble. 

 

Let me make the first point here.  When God tests us, or when the 

test is from God, God is always working for our ultimate good.  

Turn to your neighbor and say that. 

 

So, God is always working for our ultimate good.  That’s one thing 

you’ve got to understand, that that’s one purpose that God has in 

tests.  Even though right in the middle of it, it may not look to 

good, but God’s ultimate goal is to do you good in His tests.  It’s to 

bring you out better.  It’s to better you, to promote you.  So, His 

tests are always ultimately to do you good. 

 

Let’s look at an example of that.  In Deuteronomy Chapter 8, 

we’re talking about God’s purpose for tests.  So, God’s purpose for 

tests, Deuteronomy Chapter 8.  What was that statement I just 

made?  “God is always working for our ultimate good.”  When God 

is testing us, when He is involved in a test with us, He’s there, 
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always working for our ultimate good, even though it may be 

difficult at that time.  But this is what we have to know, and 

believe, and trust, that he is working for our ultimate good.  It’s 

for our ultimate good. 

 

You know, when you are disciplining a child, at the time you’re 

disciplining a child, it’s not very comfortable for that child, but 

what you’re trying to tell the child is that, “I’m doing this for your 

ultimate good.  You may be crying and screaming, and hollering, 

and in pain, you may not like this suffering I’m putting on you, 

but ultimately, I’m doing this to save your life, to keep you out of 

jail, to keep you out of the cemetery, to keep things from 

happening to you, to preserve your life.” 

 

00:10:04 

 

And so, even as we discipline our kids, the Bible says, “The Lord 

chastens us,” but those tests are there, ultimately there for our 

good, even though sometimes, it’s uncomfortable, why you’re 

getting that whipping is uncomfortable.  But it’s for our ultimate 

good. 

 

Deuteronomy Chapter 8, Verse 16.  Let’s read verse 16 in unison.  

Deuteronomy Chapter 8, Verse 16.  Ready?  Read. 

 

“Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers 

knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove” -

- now, underline that word “prove,” that’s actual tests -- “that he 

might test thee,” notice this, “to do thee good at thy latter end.”  

Ultimately what he’s saying, ultimately when this thing is all 

over, God’s testing you, to bring good out of it.  God’s doing it for 

your good, for your ultimate good. 

 

Notice that to do you good at the latter end would mean it may 

not feel good right now but, ultimately, he’s doing it for my good. 

Ultimately, he’s doing it for my good.  So, maybe you’re 

uncomfortable, we may not like it, we may question him, but 

when it’s from God, we can trust in the fact that ultimately, He is 

doing it for our good, and that’s one part, an aspect of 

understanding God’s purpose for tests. 

 

Now, we’ve discussed several reasons why we have trouble.  We’ve 

discussed several ways that God works His purpose through 

trouble, and tonight, I think I have just three.  I have three left 
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that we’re going to look at tonight, three final reasons for God’s 

purpose for tests.  If you really get a hold of this tonight, I 

guarantee you that it’s going to help you to understand, it’s going 

to help you through tests, it’ll help you go through trouble, when 

you’re able to look at it from God’s perspective, when you’re 

looking it and understanding, and you begin understanding God’s 

purpose for this test, God’s purpose for this trouble. 

 

I have three final reasons that gives God’s purpose for tests.  Let’s 

go over to the Book of James.  The Book of James there in the New 

Testament, right behind the Book of Hebrews, the Book of James.  

When you get there, say Amen. 

 

Now, let’s look at Chapter 1, James Chapter 1, and let’s look at 

Verse 2.  James Chapter 1, Verse 2, let’s read that in unison.  

James Chapter 1, Verse 2.  Ready?  Read. 

 

“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into diverse 

temptations.”  Now that word “temptation” there is simply trouble 

or trial.  Now notice with James, James gives us the proper 

attitude in meeting adversity.  He gives us the property attitude 

in meeting adversity.  And what does he say do?  He said, “Count 

it all joy.”  He said, “Treat it or reckon it.”  He didn’t say it weren’t 

joy.  He said, “Treat it like it’s joy.”  Reckon it to be joy.  Rejoice, 

in other words.  When you meet adverse circumstances, James 

said rejoice. 

 

Now, how could a man tell us to rejoice when we’re right in the 

middle of a test, looking at trouble, looking at a test?  Why would 

he say rejoice?  It’s because he has insight on God’s greater 

purpose for that test, and he knows that ultimately, the test is for 

our good, and he said, “Because I know that it’s ultimately for our 

good, I can go ahead and rejoice now, even though I haven’t gotten 

to the end of it, as long as I hear it, I can go ahead and rejoice 

because I know that this thing is ultimately going to bring me out 

better.” 

 

So, he says when you meet a trial, temptations, tests, rejoice.  

Count it as joy.  And that’s his reason.  He tapped into the 

understanding of God’s purpose for tests, and then when you 

understand His purpose for  tests, you can rejoice when you meet 

one.  So, he said, “Count it all joy.”  Count it all joy when you meet 

temptation or tests, or a trial. 
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Now, he’s not talking about simply an emotional reaction.  He’s 

not just saying, “Psyche yourself up.”  You know.  He’s not saying, 

“Psyche yourself up.”  What he’s saying is, he’s saying make an 

intelligent appraisal of this situation from God’s perspective. 

 

00:15:05 

 

And when you do that, when you make an intelligent appraisal of 

these situations, from God’s perspective -- I mean you make a 

deliberate, intelligent appraisal of this situation from God’s 

perspective, that, “This is ultimately for my good, that I’m going 

to come out better, I’m going to come out stronger,” then you’re 

able to rejoice.  You’re able to rejoice when you meet the trial. 

 

I recall seeing a movie once, and this movie was about the Air 

Force, and this particular movement, they were training fighter 

pilots, you know, to fly the planes in times of conflict.  And so, in 

the training of all these fighter pilots, they were so geared up, you 

know.  They had learned all of the maneuvers and they had gone 

through all of the exams, and they had done all of the practice 

runs, they had gone through the simulation of a war and all of 

these and had gone through all of their training, and they were 

just so geared up. 

 

One day, finally, they got a call, that there was a national 

emergency.  They were calling for these fighter pilots.  It was now 

time for them to go and act.  You know, when they found out that 

they were about to get some action, they got excited?  These guys 

were on their way to war, but they were so excited.  They rejoiced.  

They said, “We finally get some action!” 

 

Well, you see, they had their training for that.  They had been 

doing all of this, you know, but there’s just so much you’re going 

to get out of that little simulation.  You know, they had a little 

simulation on.  They wanted some action because they were 

ready, they were prepared, and when they were called on duty, 

they threw their hands up in the air and they cheered, because 

they wanted some action. 

 

They wanted action.  They rejoiced when they were met with 

adversity.  And (00:16:47) enough because that’s what James has 

said.  You can rejoice when you meet adversity when you 

understand and you’re ready for the test.  They rejoiced.  When it 

was time, they haven’t yet gotten in there, “We finally get some 
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action.”  They were tired of just playing war.  They were tired of 

just, you know, simulating war.  They wanted real.  There’s 

something about it.  You know? 

 

Think about it.  I mean, think about a football team.  Why do 

football teams just have football practice every week and there 

was never a game?  I mean, they’re just going in there, 

hardworking, and they’re just back on it, every week they’re just 

in their practice.  Every week.  And then they’re just hung and 

they’ve got all their plays memorized.  I mean, they’re looking 

good and they know all the drills, they have everything 

memorized in there, and there was never a game. 

 

So, if you prepared, you want a game.  I mean, when game day 

comes, all the guys are in the locker room and they’re just butting 

each other on the head turning to each other.  They’re ready!  

They want it!  They want it!  They’re excited about it.  They want 

it.  They want it.  They want it.  They want that.  They rejoice.  

Notice, that was a time of conflict, but they rejoiced because 

they’re prepared and ready. 

 

This is what James had said.  Turn it all to joy.  You ought to be 

getting excited when something happens bad in your life for this 

is this is the time for all the times of preparation, all the times of 

preparation with God, all the learning about God that you’ve 

done, and now it’s time to put it into use.  Some people don’t 

rejoice when they get in trouble because they aren’t prepared.  

They don’t know anything.  You know, they goofed off when they 

should have been practicing, when they should’ve been getting 

ready. 

 

So, count it all joy.  So, this is what James said when you look at 

it from God’s perspective, and that’s how I began to understand.  

That’s how you get excited.  You get to count it all joy.  I mean, 

this was what you’ve been waiting for.  I mean, this is it.  This 

was it. 

 

I mean, the great athletes, they’ll play even when they’re injured 

because they want in there so bad.  Allen Iverson had injured one 

of his bones on his hip part, and he really wasn’t supposed to play, 

but you can’t get him to sit out on the final series, going into the 

championships.  He wanted it too.  He’s been practicing all year 

long for this.  “A chance on a ring and you want me to sit out?”  I 

mean, you know, a cracked tailbone and all, he’s got his endgame.  
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He wanted in.  He wanted in there.  Oh man, that’s where you 

ought to be when the devils stand up, stumbling, you ought to 

want at it.  You ought to want at it. 

 

There was a guy.  Somebody had broken into his house, and he 

was there.  He was sitting there with a shotgun when the guy 

broke in.  He said, “Buddy, you just broke in the wrong house 

today.”  He’s just sitting there, pointing his gun and he said, 

“Buddy, you have broken into the wrong house.”  I mean, he 

couldn’t just say, “No.”  He started firing, and he shot the guy.  He 

said, and he had a smile on him, “You’ve broken into the wrong 

house today, buddy.”  He was almost excited that somebody had 

broken into his house.  He’s been waiting on that. 

 

00:20:08 

 

He had been waiting on that.  He counted it as joy.  Oh, boy, okay. 

 

All right, here’s the reason here.  Number one -- or actually, if you 

look at our total series, this would really be number eight.  Here’s 

the reason for God’s purpose for tests.  Number eight, here it is in 

James Chapter 1, Verse 3.  Or we can look at Verse 2 again. 

 

“My brothers, count it all joy when you fall into diverse 

temptations.”  Here it is in verse 3.  This reveals the reason for 

God’s purpose for tests.  “Knowing this, that the trying or the 

testing of your faith worketh patience.”  Produces patience.  This 

test, this trial, will produce patience. 

 

So, so he said, “That’s one reason you rejoice, knowing that this is 

going to produce patience in your life.”  And notice, it takes a trial, 

a test, to produce patience.  And so, James said, and that’s what 

the Bible says, that one of God’s purposes for tests is to have 

patience produced in your life. 

 

Now, when you think about patience, you think about being able 

to calmly wait, you know, without getting angry and so forth.  But 

actually, this is where patience here is a much stronger word.  It 

is not the passive word that’s just sitting by, waiting.  This is a 

resisting word of patience. 

 

Now, literally, there’s one word that comes out of the definition of 

this Bible patience here, and it’s the word “endurance.”  That’s 

what it really reads.  You could really substitute endurance.  You 
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can, “Knowing this, that the trying of your faith works or produces 

endurance.”  Endurance.  Now, endurance has lasting power.  

You’re able to go the extra mile.  You’re able to last.  You’re able 

to stand.  You’re able to withstand.  You won’t cave in, give up, 

and quit.  There’s a stick-to-itiveness there.  There’s a 

perseverance there.  There’s something -- 

 

Notice what it’s saying, “This trial, or this test that’s come to try 

you,” he said, “count it as joy, knowing that it’s going to produce 

this endurance.”  And so, it produces enduring qualities.  It’s 

going to give you such a substance of stick-to-itiveness that will 

keep you from quitting because what happens if you’re in a long 

problem or long trouble, or long test or trial, your faith will get 

tired and want to quit. 

 

How many of you think that you’re just ready to give up?  They 

can’t take it any longer, and so they give up.  Patience is that force 

that keeps your faith working.  It’s the force that keeps you going.  

It is the force that will keep you praying when you get tired.  It’s 

the force that keeps you believing, when you get tired and think 

that there’s no hope.  Patience, that’s important to keep you going.  

That’s that endurance that keeps you going. 

 

So, notice, patience now is perseverance, is steadfastness, it’s 

endurance.  The Bible says in the Book of Hebrews that we are to 

run the race of life, and to run our Christian life with patience 

and with endurance.  That means don’t quit when it gets hard.  

Don’t quit.  Have a resiliency where you can keep going, even in 

tough times because he knows it’s going to give purpose to us, so 

he said, “Hey, run this race that’s set before you.  Run in it with 

patience.  Run it with resilience.  And when you will not quit, you 

refuse to back down, you refuse to stop, you refuse to be defeated, 

and there’s something about patience that keeps you going.” 

 

Like a little Energizer rabbit, he keeps going.  There’s patience in 

there.  That could be a commercial for patience.  “He keeps going 

and going.”  That’s really what that is.  That’s that endurance. 

 

Now, notice when he said, “A trouble or trial is producing that 

patience.”  If you never went through anything, you wouldn’t have 

any endurance. 

 

I like the saying I heard a long time ago.  It says, “A smooth sea 

never made good sailors.”  A smooth sea never made good sailors.  
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It’s the test of a storm that produces great sailors, because it 

produces something.  That this trial produces this force called 

patience.  Patience. 

 

00:25:02 

 

That’s that, you know, the Bible says, “Having done all to stand, 

stand therefore.”  I mean, when you have done everything you 

know to do and there’s nothing else left to do, he said, “You’ve got 

to stand.”  Having done all to stand, stand.  Stand, that’s patience.  

That’s that endurance, that’s that a resilience.  Stand.  Stand.  

Stand.  Stand.  Stand.  Having done all to stand, stand. 

 

Paul wrote to Timothy and he told him this.  Now, this was a man 

who was experienced.  This was a man who’s gone through the 

trials of life speaking back to a man who’s just about to start out 

in ministry, who Paul has taken in as a son to train him up to be 

a young pastor.  And Paul, one of the things that he did to him 

was he advised Timothy.  He said, “Timothy, endure hardness as 

a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” 

 

Endure.  Note the word “endure.”  That’s patience.  Endure 

hardness as a good soldier.  How many know soldiers have to 

endure some things?  Well, that’s why they send you to basic 

training.  When you go to basic training, they weed out the men 

from the boys at basic training, because you have to endure 

hardness.  But with that trial of hardness, that starts producing 

that fruit of endurance, that patience, the force of patience there. 

 

So, notice there he says, “Knowing that the trial of your faith 

produces patience.”  It produces that strength, that endurance, 

for you to run the mile.  Think of it in terms of, once again, we can 

look at athletes.  Look at a boxer.  A boxer goes through various 

strenuous trainings, and most of their training is for endurance.  

Any boxer would tell you, the most vulnerable point in a fight for 

the boxer is those later rounds.  They don’t have anything left. 

 

That’s what made Evander Holyfield one of greats, because he’s 

had such endurance.  Even when he’s been whooped by different 

men, there’s something about him when they beat him to a pulp 

and Holyfield is just still, standing there.  They don’t understand.  

He’s just still.  I mean, they had beaten him to a pulp, and he just 

won’t quit.  He won’t lay down.  He just keeps getting back up.  
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His eyes are going to be all hazy, but he’s just standing there.  

That’s that endurance. 

 

Now, what produced that endurance so that he would just stand 

there?  What produced that?  That didn’t just happen.  If you don’t 

believe me, you try to go 12 rounds with Mike Tyson and see if 

you’d be able to just stand there like this in those 10th and 11th 

round.  No, you won’t. 

 

What produced that endurance?  Well, it’s getting up at the crack 

of dawn, and put in a towel in your bag, doing 500 sit-ups.  It’s 

doing those things that would make you cry while you’re training.  

I mean, if you push yourself -- I’ve talked to one trainer.  He said 

he pushes his students so hard that he pushes them until they 

throw up, until they vomit.  He knows when he gets them to the 

point of vomiting, they’re building endurance. 

 

Now, notice, while you’re vomiting, it’s not pleasant while you’re 

vomiting, but once you understand the purpose for the vomit, you 

can vomit and rejoice.  You can vomit and rejoice because while 

you’re vomiting, you’re saying, “This is producing endurance.  I 

know that if I’ve pushed my body to the point of vomiting, I am 

building endurance.” 

 

And now, so that’s what.  Now, you look at that in terms of a trial.  

So, God’s purpose for a test is to push you to such a point where 

it builds something in you, where you come out stronger, you come 

out able to endure, you come out able to bear things, because 

you’ve been through something. 

 

When you go through something, you have a different -- I mean, 

that’s different.  But once you go through it yourself, there’s a 

different strength you now have.  You’re not so easily moved like 

you used to be before you went through it, but once you’ve gone 

through it yourself, you come out in that, you’re not easily moved.  

Things won’t move you, shake you like they used to because 

through that trial, it produced patience. 

 

Let me read this definition.  Aw, I’m already out of time.  Let me 

read this definition.  You all got me laughing in here, you know 

and wasting my -- you’re all wasting ministry time.  Now, let me 

read this definition to you, the definition I found for patience or 

endurance.  Listen to this. 
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00:30:00 

 

This is the definition of a Bible patience or endurance, “To hold 

one’s ground in conflict.”  To hold one’s ground in conflict.  To bear 

up against adversity.  To bear up against adversity.  To hold out 

under stress.  To hold out under stress.  To stand firm.  To 

persevere under pressure.  To wait, calmly and courageously.  It 

is not passive resignation, but it is an active, energetic resistance 

to defeat.  Isn’t that good? 

 

It’s an active, energetic resistance to defeat.  That’s patience.  And 

so, James said that the trial of your faith, and this is God’s 

purpose for a test in this arena, is that it’ll produce this patience 

in your life.  Will you be able to stand?  You’ll have some strength.  

You’ll have some endurance.  You’ll have some stick-to-itiveness.  

You’ll have something that will cause you to be stronger when you 

come out.  Because you went through it, you are built.  I mean, 

now you’re built to last.  You have a tenacious state now that’s 

not easily shaken because you, yourself, had been through it.  And 

in that process of you going through it, yourself, God was building 

and molding, and shaping the force of patience, and causing 

endurance to come into your life.  So, from the Book of James, 

Chapter 1, that’s the eighth reason of God’s purpose for tests is to 

produce patience. 

 

I’m really out of time but I really wanted to go ahead and try to 

wrap this all up tonight.  Help me, Holy Ghost.  That’s what my 

old pastor used to say while he was preaching.  I’m at a crossroad 

here.  I don’t know if I have the ability to try to finish this, but 

let’s go ahead and look at 2 Corinthians.  Somebody told me to 

take my time, I appreciate it. 

 

2 Corinthians Chapter 12.  Here’s the ninth or the ninth reason, 

or another reason for God’s purpose in tests or His purpose for 

tests, 2 Corinthians, Chapter 12, and I want to read Verse 7.  Let’s 

begin reading Verse 7 and we’ll read through Verse 11.  2 

Corinthians, Chapter 12, Verse 7, we’ll read through 11.  Ready 

to read that in unison.  Ready, read. 

 

“And lest I should be exalted above measure through the 

abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in 

the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be 

exalted above measure.” 
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Now, here’s a purpose for tests.  Paul was saying here, he ran into 

trouble, and the trouble was simply to keep him humble because 

he was getting such a revelation to man, basically was 

establishing all of the New Testament churches, wrote 3/4th of 

the New Testament, abundance of Revelations was coming.  

Everything we’ve really learned about the finished work of Christ, 

we really learned it through the epistles, which Paul wrote most 

of. 

 

And so, you know, Paul says there was a messenger of Satan to 

buffet him, and one purpose of that was to keep him humble.  

Now, but notice this, Verse 8, let’s read Verse 8. 

 

“For this thing I besought the Lord thrice,” or three times, “that 

it might depart from me.” 

 

Now, in other words, he was saying, “I prayed to God.  I said, ‘God, 

the thorn in the flesh, God, take it away from me.  Deliver me 

from him.’”  But he wasn’t delivered.  God would not remove this 

thorn in the flesh.  Now, there’s a lot of debate over what the thorn 

in the flesh was to Paul.  The Bible clearly says that thorn in the 

flesh was a messenger of Satan to buffet him. 

 

00:34:56 

 

Now, primarily speaking, and there may be some other things 

added to it, but primarily speaking, that thorn in the flesh was 

simply persecution.  Well, you know, everything that Paul went 

into, they tried to throw him in jail, they tried to whip him, they 

tried to lock him up, they tried to abuse him and hush him up.  

So, he went through a tremendous persecution, so the Gospel 

says, and that had to be mostly, probably, that thorn in the flesh, 

the persecution that he received.  And he knew, the devil was 

stirring up trouble for him everywhere he went. 

 

But here’s the thing.  He prayed to God about it to get him out of 

it, and God didn’t.  God decided to go ahead and use that for his 

purpose.  And so, this is the ninth purpose of God’s purpose for 

tests.  Here, we find here, notice Verse 8, he said, “For this thing, 

I besought the Lord three times that it might depart from me.”  

Verse 9.  “And He said unto me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you: for 

my strength is made perfect in weakness.’” 
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Now, here’s the ninth reason or a major purpose for God’s purpose 

in tests is that you might know His grace.  Paul never would have 

known.  Paul never would have gotten this revelation on the grace 

of God, if it had not been for the thorn in his flesh. 

 

When that thorn was in his flesh, and he prayed to God to deliver 

him from it and God didn’t, Paul got the greatest revelation.  

Jesus said, “My grace is sufficient for you.”  So, now, Paul, 

through this trouble, through this test, Paul now encounters the 

concept of, the knowledge of, the knowledge of the revelation of 

the grace of God and is able to withstand trouble. 

 

He never would’ve gotten that revelation if the test wouldn’t have 

come.  He learned the greatest lesson about the grace of God 

because he had a thorn in the flesh, and he got so excited about 

this grace.  Jesus told him, he said, “Look, when you’re weak, 

Paul, I’m strong.”  Paul got so excited about it, he said, “I’ve got 

to be weak then all the time.” 

 

He realized that, “If I’m weak, there’s an abundance of God’s grace 

now available to operate, and because of my weakness, God’s 

grace is going to make that difference up and give me is His 

strength.”  So, Paul said, “If I get an opportunity to walk in my 

strength or the strength of God,” he said, “I’ve got to be weak so 

that I can tap into God’s strength.”  So, he said, “I’d most rather 

glory in my weakness that the power or the grace of God would 

rest on me.”  Oh, my goodness.  Isn’t that good?  Isn’t that good? 

 

And so, he got a revelation of God’s grace.  Now, here’s the test 

and then notice.   He wanted God to deliver him and God wouldn’t.  

Here’s because, we always want deliverance.  Nobody wants to go 

through anything.  “God get me out of this!  Hey, God!  Help!  

Help, God!  Help!  Get me out of this mess!”  We all want out.  But 

there are some things you’ve got to go through, and if you didn’t 

go through it, you’ll never know the grace of God. 

 

“Oh, Lord God!”  Oh, my goodness.  Oh, my goodness.  Did you get 

a hold of that?  Because of what I’m going through, I now have an 

opportunity to experience the grace of God.  His grace only shows 

up when you’re weak.  All right, I’m just about to shoot through 

the ceiling, I’m holding myself.  I’m holding myself, but I’m about 

as serious but I’ve seen this.  I’ve seen this. 
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He understood.  He understood that when he was weak, God is 

strong.  Grace.  So, now that’s God’s purpose for tests.  That’s 

number nine, we should know his grace.  We’re so focused on the 

deliverance power of God, we have overlooked the keeping power 

of God. 

 

Now, don’t get me wrong, there is a deliverance power of God.  

There’s supernatural deliverance, but there’s also supernatural 

enablement that comes on you, to strengthen you to go through 

certain things.  That’s the keeping power of God. 

 

So, Paul says, “Even though I don’t have the deliverance power, 

I’m now experiencing His keeping power.”  The keeping power.  

When Meschach, Shadrach, and Abednego go and went in that, 

God didn’t them from going in the fire.  God let them go in the 

fire, but they looked in there the second time and saw a fourth 

man walking around in there, that God was with them in the fire.  

They could feel the heat of fire, but God was with them in the fire.  

They got a revelation, Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego.  They 

now learned God, that the grace of God was able to keep them in 

the fire.  The keeping, the enabling, the strengthening, that’s that 

power that comes on you, that rests upon you to carry you 

through, to carry you through.  That’s that power to carry you 

through. 

 

00:40:09 

 

I’m just looking at it.  I’m thinking about that, myself.  You know, 

it’s blowing me away.  This is why I’m here, why I’m teaching this.  

That’s the keeping power of God.  The keeping power of God. 

 

I heard a man, just today, give a testimony.  He was giving his 

testimony about his life experience and how he has come to the 

point in life where he is now, and how everything transpired and 

all the events that had transpired in his life that brought him to 

this point.  But he said his most tragic experience in life happened 

when he was a teenager, and he said was at home in the bed.  He 

was about fifteen years old, and he said he got a phone call in the 

middle of the night, that his older brother, who was about 18, had 

been in a tragic car accident and was in the hospital, in a coma.  

And he said he rushed down there to the hospital.  His brother 

was in a coma for three days, and his brother died. 
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He said he was so hurt, he was so angry, he was confused.  He 

questioned God why.  Why?  Why?  Why?  And he said, in the 

midst of his fury, he heard these words come up out of the inside 

of him.  In a sense it said, “Son, I am with you.  Son, I love you, 

and son, I have a plan for your life.”  And he said those words 

transformed his life.  He knew then, God was with him even in 

the darkest moment of his life. 

 

That experience has now launched him to where he is today, and 

that was his turning point in life.  He realized that God was a 

personal God, that even in trouble, when it didn’t seem like God 

was there in his darkest hours, God confirmed and spoke in that 

still, small voice, “Son, I am with you.  Son, I love you.  Son, I have 

a plan for your life.”  See, that’s the keeping power of God.  That 

enabled him to go through it, to go through it. 

 

And so, you have things that happen in life, where you have 

deaths in your family or different trials.  The keeping power of 

God is what enables you to go through it.  Now, you’re in a position 

now to experience the grace of God that you would have never 

known if you hadn’t gone through that test.  The keeping power 

of God.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

Number 10.  I’m out of time.  I apologize for holding you long, but 

I’m just trying to hurry and wrap this up.  Number 20 God’s 

purpose for tests, is for you to be able to encourage others.  He 

allows you to go through things and become victorious over those 

things, so that you can go back and now I can come to him, my 

brother, and say, “Don’t worry.  I know exactly what you’re going 

through.  I’ve been through that.  God brought me through.  He’ll 

do the same for you.” 

 

But see, if I hadn’t gone through it.  I would have no ability at all 

to encourage him, because, number one, I wouldn’t know what 

he’s feeling.  I can’t.  It’s hard to be the minister of the people.  In 

fact, I’ve told people.  I had one guy (00:43:36).  I said, “Look, 

brother, I’m going to be honest with you.  I have no earthly idea 

how you feel, because I haven’t been through that.”  I referred him 

to somebody else who had been through it.  I mean, I couldn’t help 

him.  I couldn’t tell him what to do. 

 

I could philosophize and theorize to him.  I mean, I could tell him 

from book knowledge what he needed, but I haven’t been through 

that.  I have no idea of the hurting thing he’s going through.  Now, 
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God allows that.  The Bible actually says for you to go and comfort 

others with the same comfort you, yourself, have received.  So, 

that’s God’s tenth reason.  For some things you’re going through 

for no other reason are to be a blessing to somebody, help bring 

somebody else through it. 

 

I know a young man that went to prison, and he really went to 

prison for a misdemeanor.  It was almost just a freak incident that 

caused it.  He’s a law-abiding citizen, just a freak incident caused 

him to wind up in prison.  He spent several months there.  Of 

course, at that time, he questioned, “Why me?”  To this day, he 

says, “Now, I know exactly why I was there.” 

 

While he was in prison, there was a young man there that he 

reached for God, and he was the only man that that young man 

would trust in the whole prison.  That young man’s deliverance, 

that young man came around because this other man was there 

in prison.  So, I almost want to say God sent him to prison just to 

save another man.  That’s the tenth reason. 

 

You’ll never know what you’re going through, it’s not for you per 

se.  Paul said, “All of these things has happened to me for other 

people.”  Paul said, “Everything I’m going through is a lesson for 

other people.”  And he gladly took the lessons on.  That’s what I 

liked about him.  He gladly took on the lessons.  Amen.  Hey, give 

ourselves a hand.  Amen.  Praise God.  Amen.  Praise God.  Well, 

I’ll go ahead and set it down right here. 

 

Now, I’m not saying it, I’m just going to shut it down.  Amen.  

Praise God. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:46:13 - end) 
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