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C. Elijah: It is truly wonderful to be here tonight (00:00:09) what has 

happened to this great days of the week and really make us stop 

and analyze our own life and (00:00:21) realize what’s important 

in life and (00:00:24) the material things not just money 

(00:00:31) in the world as it’s just amazing see that people began 

to go back to their family and relationship. 

 

 I mean, some people have (00:00:46) years and all of a sudden, 

they gave them a call just to make sure that they would say it is 

all right and (00:00:53) value of preciousness.  Thank (00:00:56) 

life and relationships, things that are really, really important and 

those that even the (00:01:04).  There were many that made phone 

calls to loved ones.  They didn’t check their bank accounts, didn’t 

look at (00:01:11).  They called (00:01:15) relationship are 

precious and I think that just takes time to appreciate people 

(00:01:25) and we learn.  We learn from them and it changes us 

and we are (00:01:32) at times to value our relationships so dear 

to us, family, many reconciliation.  I’m sure that there (00:01:39) 

and called us (00:01:44) and to reconcile it.  (00:01:47) tonight just 

appreciate the value of life, to be alive.  (00:01:54) just give 

someone a hug tonight.  Just stand one more moment and pray. 

 

 We have prayed up to Him (00:02:11).  We didn’t want to just 

remember and reflect and our hearts just allowed (00:02:20) to all 

of those (00:02:21) the families that (00:02:24) cherish of our loved 

ones and we don’t -- you know there a lot of questions; we don’t 

have all the answers.  No one will have all the answers as to why 

(00:02:34) and there were a lot of Christians and (00:02:39) in the 

building and we don’t know why.  But one thing we do know, 

(00:02:47) always calls us up to depend upon God and trust Him 

while (00:02:52). 

 

 He calls us to walk with Him, to have a closer relationship with 

God, so, it really matters.  Where do you live or (00:03:05).  It 

didn’t matter if you end up (00:03:10).  The question is, are you in 

this right relationship?  Are you walking with the Lord?  Are you 

(00:03:18)?  It challenges all of us to increase our relationship with 

God and you know what it is, when you’re really walking with 

God and your relationship is right with God, it doesn’t even 

matter if you perish.  (00:03:40) right at the time where they were 

(00:03:43) they said, “Okay, I’ve got it (00:03:50),” and then, they 

said, “This is even more profound,” but then, even if he does, he’s 

still our God.  He’s still our God.  He’s still our God.  He’s still our 

God. 
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 You see, that’s out of relationship, that’s when you’re hiding in 

the sacred place, that’s when you’re dwelling in the sacred place 

at the moment by God (00:04:16) out of the (00:04:17).  Remember 

the place that God (00:04:21).  You hide in His pavilion.  That’s 

when you’re told to (00:04:27).  Bless us all for a moment and we’ll 

pray.  Father, God we join you for those Christians who believe 

you and people around the world and pray for this great nation, 

Father.  We (00:04:46) God of heaven and earth and Father, we 

ask you (00:04:51).  We ask you to heal our land.  God, we ask you 

to touch every person that’s on a crisis. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 God, we pray for our leaders, our president, all the pharisees, 

government leaders, dear God.  We pray for your wisdom.  Father, 

we just pray even for our enemies (00:05:13) of our Lord Jesus 

Christ that the great place may be upon us all.  (00:05:21) and we 

won’t live (00:05:23) we had.  We will make every day count, every 

moment (00:05:29).  Father, the time and place (00:05:35).  Let us 

work while (00:05:39).  Give us the (00:05:46) to work even for 

(00:05:46) with the greatest hands to reach the love, to share the 

love of God. 

 

 So, we take every available opportunity and we thank you God for 

being with us (00:05:58) and our people and as the church.  And 

we thank you Father God in Jesus’ name.  We thank you for this 

time (00:06:06).  I pray (00:06:08).  We thank you (00:06:13) of the 

Holy Spirit to us all in Jesus’ name.  Let every heart say amen.  

You all can be seated. 

 

 I really don’t attend on anything long tonight, but if you would 

just open your Bibles gratefully up to the Book of Hebrews, Book 

of Hebrews Chapter 4, fourth chapter of the Book of Hebrews in 

the New Testament and Hebrews is towards the back of the New 

Testament, just a few Books from Revelation.  The Book of 

Hebrews, Chapter 4.  When you get there say “Amen”.  Hebrews, 

Chapter 4 and I just want to read one verse here that sort of 

symbolizes the nations today.  Hebrews, Chapter 4 Verse 16.  

Let’s read then (00:07:24) Hebrews, Chapter 4 Verse 16.  Ready? 

Read. 

 

 “Let us therefore come bold unto the throne of grace, that we may 

obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”  Let’s go 
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back and read that one once again.  “Let us therefore come bold 

unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 

grace to help in time of need.”  I just want to do -- and the brief 

subject tonight in prayer changes things.  Prayer changes things.  

(00:08:07) say prayer changes things.  Prayer changes things. 

 

 This verse speaks of urgent prayer on the behalf of a pressing 

need.  Now the decision, the time of need come bold to the throne 

of Grace that you might obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 

time of need.  How many know (00:08:36) time of need.  Difficult 

time of need for we need the Grace of God.  We need the Grace of 

God in our land and in our lives.  We need God’s mercy.  We need 

His Grace and His mercy to help in the time of need. 

 

 This verse is talking about prayer, urgent prayer that’s on the 

behalf of a very pressing need and the (00:09:05) we’ve all heard 

that prayer changes things.  The essential (00:09:10) of 

righteousness, (00:09:12).  Prayer changes things.  We’ve all 

heard this from our grandmothers and throughout the ages that 

prayer changes things.  Even today, the president of the United 

States has declared this as a National Day of Prayer.  Even he 

realize it, even the government realize it.  As you have heard 

Brother Ivan say, and the (00:09:36) that even the government 

officials are calling for prayer.  The United States is calling for 

prayer and (00:09:44) everyone knows that prayer changes 

things.  Say that to your neighbor once again, “Prayer changes 

things.”  So, we have this National Day of Prayer to bring us to 

our needs and America has been brought for her needs. 

 

00:10:02 

 

 But we thank God and praise God that prayer changes things, 

prayer changes things and that there’s help in prayer.  Notice that 

verse says that you might find help in time of need.  God is a 

(00:10:19) help in the time of trouble.  The Bible says, He is a right 

now God, right now, right now and we thank God for (00:10:26) 

help and we’ve had help in trouble.  In time of need we’re able to 

find help and Grace and mercy to help in time of need and so, 

prayer changes things.  It’s just a thought I want you to get over 

and say, “Prayer changes things.” 

 

 We know that when we pray, that we’re able to have and live 

God’s help in our situations being alive that God moves based 

upon our prayers and circumstances change and things change, 
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and things happen.  When we pray, according to God’s will, and 

according to His Word and with a sincere heart that has moved 

the very hands of God and the heart of God to move on our behalf 

it’s just to get things done, it enlists God’s help. 

 

 Someone said that it seems that as if God can’t do nothing unless 

someone pray, unless someone pray, God (00:11:32) is limited by 

our prayers because He has to be invited to operate.  God just 

(00:11:38), He has to be invited.  We have to solicit His help and 

ask for His help.  He don’t just come in as bully and take over, no.  

He waits for us to ask for His help, and when we do, we know that 

He was very (00:11:51) help in the time of trouble.  He said, “Cry 

unto me and I’ll answer you.”  Cry and I’ll answer. 

 

 So, we are talking about the fact that prayer changes things and 

so we know that God will move in our circumstances and God has 

changed things.  God has turned things around.  God will work 

things out.  I mean, these situations can be turned around for good 

and I mean, terminal illnesses (00:12:23) be divinely healed.  I 

mean, doctors have -- they have filed full of accounts where 

hopeless illnesses were present and yet someone prayed and the 

power of God removed that significant(ph) disease. 

 

 Prayer changes things.  It was not a question.  There is no 

argument over the fact that prayer changes things, it changes our 

circumstances.  It rearranges things where we are able to solicit 

God’s help and God moves in the affair of man, things will change 

and we have a God that’s able and willing to change things in our 

life as a result of prayer.  Say it again, “Prayer changes things.  

Prayer changes things.” 

 

 I’m sure many of you, when you heard the news and (00:13:12), 

I’m sure your first action(ph) was to pray.  The first action was to 

pray.  Wherever you were at the time it occurred, I’m sure your 

first mind was to pray.  And then realized, “God we need you.”  

We know that we have a great defense here in America, but we 

need God to defend.  God is our defense.  There is no defense 

outside of God.  He is our defense, and he is our refuge in time of 

trouble. 

 

 But when I began to look at it, it was God again speaking to my 

heart concerning this particular area of prayer changes things.  

God had me looking at it from this angle that prayer changes 

things.  It changes the circumstances.  It’ll change things and 
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rearrange things in your life and He can come on the same and 

rescue you and do external things. 

 

 But when I began to really receive from God is that the greatest 

change is not our circumstances where prayer is concerned.  The 

greatest change is what happens in us.  Prayer changes external 

circumstance, but prayer -- this is where I began to see, I believe 

a lot was shown (00:14:32).  Prayer changes us.  Prayer changes 

us.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Prayer changes me.”  See 

notice, there’s not so much about the external circumstances any 

longer.  We want those things to change in the Power of God is 

readily available to change those things and prayer is the catalyst 

that will do it and they will elicit God’s help and get his hand on 

the moving on situations. 

 

00:15:01 

 

 But also, God not only to changes things through prayer.  Prayer 

not only changes things, prayer changes us.  Prayer changes us.  

And that’s what I believe the Lord was showing me in my heart 

that’s even -- that’s really more important that through prayer, 

not just simply that things change, we change, we change. 

 

` So, God gives us prayer when He wants us to use prayer not just 

to change things but for us to change, for us to change.  So, I jotted 

down maybe 4 or 5 things or areas in our lives, the things that 

God does in us as a result of prayer that I just want to share 

briefly for the next few moments with you tonight.  Prayer 

changes us.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Prayer changes us.  

Prayer changes me.  Prayer changes you,” and so just through 

that operational prayer there that God is able to work as one, 

there’s not just externally in the earth, but in our own lives, in us, 

prayer.  Prayer is a very powerful force that God has that work in 

our lives, so that we can (00:16:19) work in our lives.  I just want 

to give you a few areas where I noticed prayer working in our life. 

 

 First area I want to look at is, in a marriage relationship.  In a 

marriage relationship between a husband and wife, prayer 

becomes very important.  Prayer in marriage produces intimacy.  

Prayer produces intimacy.  Say that with me.  “Prayer produces 

intimacy.”  When a husband and a wife will pray together, you’ll 

be amazed of the intimacy that that produces.  Now, I can’t really 

explain to you how it works but it does.  It’s a wonderful work of 

God that when a husband and wife pray together, it actually 
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draws the husband and the wife closer to one another regardless 

of what they are praying about.  It’s something about the unity 

and the fellowship that a husband and wife will join hands in 

prayer, God does the work in their hearts and there’s something 

about it, it changes them.  No matter what they are praying 

about, it produces intimacy and when a husband and wife will 

come together and pray together -- I’ve counseled many couples 

that -- a couple and they’re married and I asked, I say, “Do you 

want to take the time to pray together?” and low times to learn 

not, they say, “No, we don’t.”  I said, “No wonder you’re having so 

much trouble.  No wonder you’re at each other’s throat all the 

time.  You’ve missed the biggest producer of intimacy in marriage 

is prayer.” 

 

 I mean, the scented candles are wonderful.  The foaming bubble 

bath, that’s great.  The romantic (00:18:15) -- you know, the 

moments, those are wonderful.  But the greatest producer of 

intimacy in a marriage is prayer, is prayer.  You know, when a 

husband and wife pray together?  They cannot get up and then 

start arguing with one another after they’ve just prayed.  You 

noticed that?  You noticed that?  There’s something about it.  

There’s something about our hearts are (00:18:38) before the Lord 

because of prayer. 

 

 When you have a husband or a wife and the husband is there and 

praying with his wife and he is praying for his wife and saying, 

“Father I thank you for this lady you’ve given me.  Thank you for 

her kindness and her gentleness and all that she does for me and 

for her being a blessing in my life and Lord I bless her.”  See, and 

likewise, just the same for her husband.  When they come out of 

prayer, they are looking in each other’s eyes with stars in their 

eyes because the intimacy has been increased because of 

something that happened there in the union of prayer that 

produces intimacy.  Something that you won’t find in snapping at 

each other after they pray.  You won’t find a serious argument 

after prayer and it’s because the oil of God’s Spirit, it flows more 

freely when our hearts have been summoned in prayer and there’s 

something about it.  You’ve just ended a prayer and you’re talking 

in a much nicer tone to your wife or your husband. 

 

 That’s the oil of the spirit.  They’ll realize that there is friction in 

all of our relationship, but the oil of the Holy Spirit and the 

anointing is referred to as oil and that oil flows and oil reduces 

friction in relationships, so we’re able to get along.  So, prayer 
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causes us to get along better.  It enhances our relationship with 

one another. 

 

00:20:02 

 

 I’m telling you try it.  If you haven’t tried it, try it.  If you are 

having trouble with anyone just them (00:20:10) let’s just pray 

together and watch the change that will happen in your heart but 

that’s a wonderful work of God that happened as a result of 

prayer.  Prayer changes things and that’s really not something 

that’s external, that’s something that internally takes place in our 

heart as a result of prayer.  So, it’s an oil for our relationships to 

get along.  That’s one sign of a person that is filled with the Spirit 

of God that’s flowing with the Spirit of God.  You’ll find that 

they’re able to get along with other people because of the oil of 

God’s anointing that reduces friction in our relationship and 

largely that comes out of prayer, that comes out of prayer.  There 

is an anointing there. 

 

 Another area that I saw prayer changing things, not necessarily 

(00:20:59) working in us, it’s in our -- in the area of unforgiveness 

or bitterness or hatred or envy or jealousy, any of those sins of the 

heart.  I had a gentleman that came to me one time and he said 

(00:21:21) to love this person but they (00:21:29).  They have 

borrowed some money (00:21:35), anybody know what I’m talking 

about?  He knew he was supposed to forgive but when he saw 

about how much money (00:21:45) and this is the solution I gave 

him.  I said, “The person that owes you the money --” I said, “You 

want to really release this out of your heart?”  I said, “Now, if they 

have wronged you, they won’t suffer the consequences of that.  

God will take care of that.  They won’t suffer -- you don’t have to 

worry about what kind of punishment, they’re going to suffer as 

a result of their own unjust dealings with it.”  I said, “But, you 

won’t want to get tangled up and angry.  You suffer as a result of 

your unforgiveness and hatred towards them.”  I said, “This is a 

simple biblical solution.”  I said, “The person that has wronged 

you, start praying for them every day.”  That’s what Matthew 

Chapter 5 Verse 44 says, “Bless them that curse -- love them that 

hate you, pray for them that despitefully used you.” 

 

 Notice that, pray for them that despitefully used you.  And do you 

know what he started doing?  He started praying for the person 

and it didn’t take long because you can’t pray for somebody 

(00:22:56), it won’t work.  How can you say, “Father, I just pray 
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for so and so, God bless (00:23:02), God bless his job, bless his 

family, God.  Let us come into the saving knowledge of your Grace. 

O’ let love just permeate his life.  Let good things happen to him.  

O Lord God, just shower him with your favor.”  It’s no way you 

can pray like that and then get up and say, “(00:23:21).”  You can’t 

do it. 

 

 Notice, on that prayer, it releases every hard feeling that you are 

hovering in your heart against them and that’s why the Bible 

instructed you to do that.  If you got to walk in love.  It says, “Pray 

for them that despitefully use you.” Pray for them.  Pray for them.  

(00:23:42) them that hate you.  Pray for them that despitefully 

use you.  Bless them that curse you. 

 

 There is something there about prayer.  Notice it that prayer 

changed that man’s heart.  It wasn’t something external, instead 

of getting his money back, but on the inside his heart released all 

of that bitterness and unforgiveness and hatred, he let it go.  His 

life has been blessed as a result of it.  Prayer changed it, not -- he 

didn’t get his money back but then changed that -- but it changed 

him, it changed him certainly because prayer changes me.  Prayer 

changes me.  Prayer changes me.   So, that’s another area where 

I saw prayer changing us, prayer changes things, not externally 

but prayer changes us. 

 

 Here’s another area of prayer humbles us.   You have to humble 

yourself in prayer.  The Bible says in 2nd Chronicles 7, 14, “If my 

people, which are called by my Name, would humble themselves, 

and pray,” notice this, humble themselves and pray.  So now even 

this great nation in a (00:25:02) we’ve been humbled. 

 

00:25:03 

 

 The most powerful nation on earth but yet, it is called Jesus 

(00:25:10) has called us to humble ourselves because to say, “God 

we need you, we need you.”  So, notice prayer, in terms of 

(00:25:19) of tragedy and affliction, prayer is used as a way to 

humble us.  It humbles us.  It lets us say our dependency is upon 

you.  I need you.  Prayer humbles us.  Turn to your neighbor and 

say, “Prayer humbles us.”  That’s another way that prayer 

changes things.  Notice that that’s not a great external work.  

There’s something that God changing in us.  It humbles us when 

we come to God in prayer. 
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 Here’s another point, I don’t know which number this is, but -- 

number 3 (00:25:56) about prayer changing things.  Prayer causes 

self- examination.  Prayer causes self-examination.  It causes you 

to examine yourself.  It helps you to be transparent.  It causes you 

to be naked.  You know, the Bible says, “We are naked in God’s 

sight.”  You can’t fool God.  You can fool men, but you can’t fool 

God.  You are naked.  I know a man that was constantly beating 

his wife but yet in my eyes he looked like the most wonderful 

Christian man I have ever met.  He has completely fooled me. 

 

 But how many of you know he can go (00:26:43) before God and 

think he was fooling God.  No, prayer causes you to come clean, it 

causes you to be naked and inside you can’t -- I mean, you can 

(00:26:53) of a lot of both eyes.  I mean, I’ve been fooled by some 

of the best of them.  Some of you (00:27:00) fool me, I’m just joking.  

So, I’m in a -- I’m not going to be (00:27:07) here, but people will 

fool you in church.  I mean, people look so (00:27:12) in church.  I 

mean, I’ve seen some of the -- I mean, people said in church 

(00:27:17) halo that’s just over their heads and they would never 

know that -- I mean, I counsel some people privately and when I 

(00:27:25) I say to myself, “I would have never guessed what was 

going on in their house.”  I would have never known it because 

they are -- you notice but (00:27:35) in church, so nobody is -- you 

know, it never really is naked in church, (00:27:40) always coming 

up.  They never saw the real you but in prayer, you are naked, 

you’re transparent before God. 

 

 I (00:27:49) but I knew when I was back in college and I had this 

once class and I was -- in my opinion, the class I was taking, the 

professor who taught it, he was the toughest, the meanest 

professor on the campus in my opinion.  The man held (00:28:03) 

-- people held doctorate degree in like 3 or 4 different subjects but 

he wasn’t just a doctor in the class he was teaching, he held like 

3 or 4 different doctorate degrees but he was a heavy man and he 

was a bald man and he -- I mean, he (00:28:18) just to walk in his 

class.  He put his (00:28:21) the most fearful teacher I had ever 

taken.  I mean, his only class were -- all of the students will be 

sitting at their desk, 15 minutes before class we would be in our 

seats, that’s the kind of order he had.  (00:28:34) I mean, if we 

start, you were going to be on time, you just didn’t show up, you 

(00:28:37) go in on time.  Our time was late.  And this is the way 

he (00:28:44).  If you walked in late, you’ll be the first person he 

calls on.  So, if you walked in late, you get the first question. 
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 Now, let me show you how (00:28:54) were, and in fact, now, if you 

were absent, you’re still the first person he calls because if you’re 

absent, then he goes, he’ll give you two zeroes.  He’s going to give 

you a zero for being absent, and a zero for not answering the 

question.  So, that was his tactics.  He said, “You were absent, you 

got two zeros,” (00:29:10) here today.  What is the structure of the 

financial systems of banking in America?  All right, (00:29:19) but 

you don’t know (00:29:20). 

 

 Anyway, I take his class and he was -- I mean he was -- I still have 

dreams and nightmares about it in the day.  I’ve been out of 

college over 10 years and I feel -- man, I always (00:29:33) 

thinking I’m back in his class.  But anyway, we got to be ready to 

take the final exam in his class and he told us, he said, “My final 

exam is going to be oral where you have to come to my office one 

on one with me.”  He said, “I’m going to sit on my desk and let you 

dead swear in your eyes and give you your oral final exam. 

 

00:30:02 

 

 This is what he said, I’ll never forget this as long as I live because 

he used such -- I don’t really know how to say it.  He used such a 

grammatical expression of words when he told us this.  He cursed 

with such profanity.  He used a double compound.  He said, “You 

all can blankety blank me on paper on the written exam.”  But he 

said, “I declare to you, you will not blankety blank me to my face.”  

That’s a -- oh man, (00:29:20).  And that’s what he said, he said, 

“You all can fool me on paper.”  He said, “You can make me think 

you know (00:30:42) on a written exam.”  But he said, “When you 

(00:30:44) one on one (00:30:46) for me, I guarantee you, you will 

not blankety blank me.”  He used a compound (00:30:52) word. 

 

 Man, I said -- and so, I thought about that when I thought about 

this.  When you go before prayer with God, you can’t blankety 

blank God.  You can’t blankety blank God.  You can’t blankety 

blank God.  You are naked before his eyes.  God, you can’t 

(00:31:14), that’s what prayer -- prayer puts us on a one on one 

with God and you can’t fool Him.  There is no façade, there is no 

cover, you are naked before Him, that’s why prayer (00:31:27) is 

a form of hiding. 

 

 People that know they are living wrong, they will not pray 

because they know prayer will force them to fade a just God so 

they would just say, “I won’t fake.  I will go to the person because 
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I’m in a form of hiding because coming before God, it absolutely 

requires you to be completely naked.  You got to be honest with 

yourself.  You got to say, “God I did it.  I did it.  God, I can’t hide 

it from you.  I did --” 

 

 It causes self-examination.  In America, even in this (00:32:07), 

America before America so quickly (00:32:09) America has to 

come clean before God.  America has to come clean before God.  

You can’t go (00:32:18) in prayer because you’re in trouble.  You 

got to come to God and you got to be clean before Him, you got to 

come clean.  You got to come clean before God.  We still can have 

a National Day of Prayer no matter where they pray.  You got to 

(00:32:33) requirement.  When you stand up before God, you can’t 

just stand there and say, “God bless our nation,” and in the back 

of your mind, you know you got a guilty conscience and you are 

not coming forth without the whole story before God.  (00:32:47) 

you can’t fool (00:32:48) you can’t blankety blank God.  You can’t 

blankety blank God. 

 

 Prayer puts you on a one on one with God where it causes you to 

analyze your life that makes you -- it makes you transparent.  You 

remember the Centurion that came to Jesus to solicit Jesus’ help 

to heal his servant?  When the Centurion (00:33:16) -- I want you 

to think that this is a form of prayer even though it wasn’t a 

prayer (00:33:19) but he was in an (00:33:22) when he saw Jesus 

to come heal his servant, he was then speaking to the Lord.  He 

was praying to God to heal his servant and notice the first thing 

he did.  He said, “I am not worthy.”  He said, “I’m not worthy if 

you come under my room.”  He came clean.  When he had an 

audience with Jesus, the first thing he did.  He knew that he 

couldn’t fool God and that’s what -- this is what impressed Jesus 

so much about him.  He came clean.  He said, “I am not worthy, I 

am not worthy.” 

 

 In fact, when God spoke one of the gospels then tells the story.  It 

says he didn’t even go to Jesus.  He sent one of his other servant.  

He said, “Tell Jesus that I’m not even worthy to come clean,” and 

then (00:34:05) he’s not worthy.  I mean, (00:34:07) not worthy I 

think that come under my roof.  See, his conscious was bothering 

him.  That’s a form of prayer when he was saying he came clean.  

He came clean (00:34:18), it was a self-examination.  He was 

saying that (00:34:20) my life was not right.  I have (00:34:22), I 

haven’t been devoted to God and I don’t know what else -- what 

the other things which is wrong in his life or whether he just 
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recognize the (00:34:31) of God because (00:34:32) my 

righteousness of this filthy rags in the sight of God.  See, our 

righteousness is the cause of the blood of Jesus.  You can’t earn -

- you can’t unearn your righteousness so all of us have to come 

and (00:34:43).  But anyway, he came and I saw that as a form of 

self-examination in prayer. 

 

 Prayer causes you to examine yourself.  It causes you to be honest 

with yourself.  It causes you to be naked before his sight. 

 

00:35:00 

 

 You can’t see people wrong and then pray.  You can’t do it?  You 

can’t rip somebody else and then pray.  You can’t do it.  You can’t 

do it.  That’s what the Bible even tells husbands is that don’t even 

bother praying if you’re (00:35:14) your wife, it’s not going to 

work.  Your prayer is not going to be answered.  You cannot do it 

because God forces us to come clean (00:35:24) naked before he 

sees it. 

 

 David tried to hide his sin with Bathsheba.  He didn’t want to 

come clean.  He thought he could hide it from God, he covered his 

hat, he covered everything.  He had Uriah killed.  He covered his 

face and (00:35:41) war.  He covered (00:35:43) and a flood of 

people can see it seem like David had done an honorable thing 

taking the fool widowed wife of a man that had died in his army 

and his Honorable King David taking the poor little widow and 

bringing her (00:35:59) to provide for her because her husband 

had been such a great (00:36:03).  He looks honorable in the eyes 

of the people but before God, he was a wicked man.  He was naked 

before God.  He was naked before God and you go back and read 

Psalms 51 and that’s the song where David come clean.  That’s 

the song when he’s unclean before God in Psalms 51.  He has to 

come clean. 

 

 So, notice, prayer we’re talking about prayer changes things, but 

I’m (00:36:30) that’s how it changes us not just in external 

circumstance.  Prayer calls at us to go through a self-examination.  

Open 1st John, you don’t have to (00:36:40), but over at 1st John 

it talks about how your conscience, your conscience will bother 

you in prayer if something is not right.  Your conscience will 

bother you.  Your heart will let you know.  Your heart will let you 

know.  There’s no need to pray if there’s something you haven’t 

got right in the eye -- not in the eyes of men, in the eyes of God. 
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 You got to get it right so it causes a self-examination.  It causes 

us to be transparent, honest with ourselves and naked before -- 

and God really honors that.  God honors a person that is honest 

with himself and honest with God.  God (00:37:19) a lot of times 

you can see your own heart better when you’re sharing your heart 

to God and you’re honest with God, you can see your own heart 

better as you’re showing it to God.  You see the error of your own 

way.  There’s something about that, but that’s why He requires 

that but that’s another area which prayer changes us. 

 

 (00:37:45) with this last thing that requires or how prayer 

changes us.  Prayer not only changes circumstances but prayer it 

causes us -- because of that one on one prayer with God, it causes 

us to change, you can say repent.  It causes us all repentance 

means change, a change of mind, change of heart, a change of 

course of action and that’s really our repentance.  It means that 

you turn, you’re changing.  Prayer causes change.  It causes 

change and I think, you will see in America, you’re already 

beginning to see change coming in America and the lives of people 

all over the world and (00:38:33) America change, people have 

changed.  People that didn’t go to church are now going to church.  

People that didn’t pray are -- so you’re seeing change from them.  

Prayer causes change.  It causes change.  It causes change. 

 

 Turn it over, let me show you the final scripture that relates to 

that.  Go over to Luke, Chapter 19.  Luke, Chapter 19.  I want to 

show you that prayer causes change.  It will cause you to repent 

and repentance with a change of mind, a change of your course of 

your actions, a change of heart, you change, you change.  Notice, 

if an action is not simply saying, “I’m sorry.”  Repentance means 

and not only am I sorry, but I’ll turn from my wickedness.  You 

remember that prayer in 2nd Chronicles 7, 14, “If my people, who 

are called by my Name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I’ll hear from 

heaven, and then I’ll forgive their sin and then I’ll heal their land.  

Notice that they’ll turn from their -- there’s change, so it changed.  

Prayer produces change in our lives.  Change.  What we change 

because we’ve come to God, we’ve been honest, we’ve been 

transparent, we’ve been naked, we confess it and now, because of 

that, we change. 

 

00:40:01 
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 We change because before our Holy God, a just God that require 

us to be holy as He is holy and so it causes us to change.  You can’t 

live in a life of sin and constantly pray.  They don’t do together.  

Prayer through prayer, it will cause you to change.  You can’t just 

keep doing the same thing over and over and over and keep 

running back in prayer, no.  That prayer causes you to change.  It 

causes you to change.  It causes you to change.  It causes you to 

change.  It causes you to change.  It causes you to change.  I can’t 

do wrong in prayer.  You know, it causes me to change.  I’m 

(00:40:41) continuously.  Continuously. 

 

 First, I think it’s first (00:40:48) and say, “In a man that practices 

sin is of the devil.  It talks about that continuous practicing of sin.  

He said (00:40:56) devil causes (00:40:58) there have been no 

change.  There’s been no repentance in his life.  So, prayer causes 

change.  Change. 

 

 Let me show you this.  Here’s another man that had an encounter.  

I had audience with Jesus and I’m using this to symbolize prayer 

because that’s all prayer here, prayer is an audience of God, it’s 

an audience with the Lord.  You go one on one with God just like 

I was in that kind of professor, one on one.  Let’s all pray that the 

one on one with God in your whole personal life.  I know there is 

corporate prayer but I’m sending my individual prayer and a 

corporate as well, it has caused you to change.  It has caused you 

to change. 

 

 So, here’s the man named Zacchaeus, Luke, Chapter 19, Luke 

Chapter 19 and now, Luke, Chapter 19, and I want you to see.  He 

was a little man (00:41:52) he was a little man of small stature.  

He couldn’t get to Jesus, he wanted to see Jesus and can’t get to 

Him because of the crowd.  So, he climbed up a Sycamore tree so 

he can get a better view, so he can see Him.  So, as Jesus walked 

by, in fact, Zacchaeus positions himself in the location he knew 

He was to walk by.  See, he wanted an audience with Jesus, that’s 

all prayer (00:42:15) audience with God. 

 

 So, Zacchaeus positioned himself to have an audience with the 

Lord.  So, he was (00:42:22) in the street and so (00:42:25) and 

when Jesus came to their place, he looked up and that got Jesus’ 

attention because (00:42:33), “What in the world is this fool doing 

up in the tree?”.  He got His attention.  Zacchaeus is a brilliant 

man.  Nobody else in the crowd got Jesus’ attention but 

Zacchaeus.  See, sometimes you got to do -- I don’t know (00:42:45) 
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but Zacchaeus got His attention, his plan worked so he had a 

private audience with the Lord and (00:42:54) when Jesus looked 

up and saw him, he said, “Hey!  (00:42:57) come down here.”  He 

said, “I got to go home with you.”  He said, “I got to go home with 

you,” because (00:43:04).  He got his attention.  

 

 Now Zacchaeus, (00:43:12) just want to summarize this as being 

prayer.  Zacchaeus has (00:43:17) with Jesus, he has to have a 

private audience it’s as if he’s praying (00:43:20) a private 

audience with the Lord.  But I want you notice -- I want you to 

notice that since I am talking about (00:43:28) accomplish you, 

prayer calls you to come clean, self-examination, and it causes you 

to change.  Notice the first thing Zacchaeus said when he met with 

Jesus, Verse 8, “And Zacchaeus stood,” now he’s coming clean. 

 

 Not only is he coming clean, he’s changing because of his prayer 

with the Lord and I say prayer (00:43:49) him having a private 

audience with the Lord.  He is coming clean, he self-examined and 

he’s changing.  Notice what he says in Verse 8, “And Zacchaeus 

stood and said unto the Lord:  Behold, Lord, that half of my goods 

I give to the poor; and I want to submit to you.”  Zacchaeus 

probably had never given to the poor.  He’s changing. 

 

 Notice, he’s changing because of that prayer, because of his prayer 

is causing him to change.  So, the first thing he says, he said, 

“Lord, I’ll give everything.  I’ll give half of my goods to the poor.” 

He’s self-examining himself.  And the other thing he says, “And if 

I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, if I have 

taken anything from anybody that’s falsely -- I restore it fourfold.” 

 

 Zacchaeus changed his life (00:44:44) changed his life.  He’s never 

been a giver.  He said, “Lord, I’ll give half of what I’ve got to the 

poor.”  Now notice that if I’m telling the man wrong, (00:44:54) 

and I restore it fourfold.  Changed his ways. 

 

00:45:00 

 

 That prayer, that time with Jesus changed his life.  Same thing 

that happened with the Centurion.  The Centurion said, “I’m not 

worthy.”  He did a self-examination, but I guarantee the Bible 

doesn’t record it, but I guarantee you in my heart of hearts, I know 

that Centurion changed his life.  That Centurion was never the 

same again.  When he got home and his servant was healed 

because of his prayer with the Lord has guaranteed.  I guess -- it’s 
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not in the Bible, it’s not written, I can’t scriptually prove it to you, 

but in my heart of heart, I know that Centurion was never the 

same, it changed his life.  He changed now because of prayer.  So, 

prayer will do those things.  I think I gave you about four or five 

things to show you that prayer changes things. 

 

 So, even as we pray for America and as America unites in prayer 

that we’re not only praying to change certain (00:46:02), to recover 

loss, to seek vengeance, all of this and all of that.  In the midst of 

our prayer, prayer will change this nation.  Prayer will change 

this nation.  

 

00:46:20 
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