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C. Elijah Bronner: Father, we just give you thanks tonight, Lord.  We love you.  We 

open our hearts to you God, our mind, our ears, God.  Lord, speak 

into our hearts.  We commit ourselves (00:00:13) of the Holy 

Spirit.  Father, we pray for revelation, knowledge and 

understanding, for enlightenment, wisdom, understanding, God.  

Show us things according to your word.  Father, we commit 

ourselves for that great (00:00:27) of the Holy Spirit to our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  We thank you Father.  We unveil ourselves and I 

submit myself and I ask you to speak (00:00:37) things on my 

mind, I pray less than me, more of you, none of me and all of you.  

In Jesus’ name, we (00:00:44) to be here tonight and we give you 

thanks.  Let the church say, “Amen.”  Amen. 

 

 If you would open your bibles up tonight to the Book of Job in the 

Old Testament.  The Book of Job right before the Book of Psalms 

is the Book of Job.  And we’re looking at the first chapter.  And 

it’s really not my intent at all to be alone tonight.  I appreciate 

you all so much.  I’m going to be explaining a little brief just to 

show you my appreciation.  And somebody said amen.  In fact, I’m 

going to be so brief.  I don’t even think I’m going to take time to 

read the text tonight.  I got to take too much time. 

 

 Let me just summarize the main point.  I wanted to show you then 

Job Chapter 1.  This is right after we introduce to Job, we found 

out who he is, we found out what’s going on surrounding his life.  

The devil challenges God with the life of Job, and God accepts this 

challenge.  And so now, God has released the devil to operate in 

Job’s life to see whether or not Job would remain faithful to God 

through all of these trials and his tests.  That’s the case that’s 

presented. 

 

 And now, so we’re talking about trouble that we started on this 

past Sunday talking about trouble.  We talked about why we have 

trouble.  And tonight, looking at Job, we see that when trouble 

came, it was one thing after another and it happened very quickly.  

One messenger came running and said, “Job, I barely escaped by 

just my life”.  He was out of breath and he said, “Job, a great army 

came against your prophet.  They opened such and such place.  

They destroyed all of your servants there, all your last sack is 

gone.”  While that man was still talking, another one came out of 

breath.  He said, “Job, I just got here as fast as I could.  I barely 

escaped by the breath of my life.  And they’ve destroyed the other 

place and they killed all your servants.  They killed a lot.” While 

he was finished, another one showed up said, “Job, I just got here 
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as fast as I could.  I just barely escaped for my life and something 

happened.  A tragic devastation happened to your prophet and 

your livestock is all gone, your servants are dead.”  While he was 

finishing, another one showed up, said, “Job, I was just with your 

children.  All of your seven sons and your three daughters, 

something bad happened.  There was a storm and the house 

collapsed.  They’re dead and your servants and your livestock, 

you’ve lost everything.” 

 

 And so all these hit Job one after another and on top of that, Job, 

the next thing, he loses his health.  His great source of boils 

breaks out upon his body from head to toe.  And so, looking at that 

-- we’ll use another subject, “Trouble, Trouble, and More Trouble.  

Trouble, Trouble, and More Trouble.”  Now, as we see here, Job, 

he arrived in the middle of trouble.  And it’s a very interesting 

account is because, it’s not because of anything Job did, it’s not 

because of his unrighteousness, but it’s in spite of his 

righteousness.  Let me say that again, these things happened to 

Job not because of his unrighteousness, but in spite of his 

righteousness, these things happen. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 And now, this trial that Job is in, this trial is simply to test to see 

whether or not Job would remain faithful to God and of the test 

of his faith on him.  And now, you get a different pitch.  God allows 

him to be tested because God had faith in Job’s faithfulness.  He 

has faith.  Now, you got to picture that when God allows you to be 

tested, God is saying, “I have faith in your faithfulness.”  God said, 

“I believe that even though you will go through hell and high 

water, I believe you’ll remain faithful to me; therefore, I allow you 

to be tested.”  

 

 See, a test is a test of your faithfulness.  God has faith in your 

faithfulness.  We’ve always heard, you know, we got to have faith 

in God.  Well, but it’s a different story when we find out God has 

faith in us.  He has faith in your faithfulness.  Turn to your 

neighbors and say, “God have faith in your faithfulness.” 

 

 And now, and this is the act you think from the devil trying to 

bring up.  He said, “Of course, Job will fear you and serve you.”  

He said like, “You blessed him.  He is the richest man in the east.”  

The bible says Job had 7,000 of this particular type of cattle, 

another 3,500 of this type of cattle.  He has servants, he had 
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wealth, he had house.  Job was the richest man in the east.  And 

the devil said, “Of course, this man will serve.  You look how you 

blessed him.  He’d be a fool not to serve a God of blessing like 

that.”  And God said, “Take away your blessing and I guarantee, 

he will still serve.” 

 

 God wanted to prove his faithfulness even without the stuff.  

Without the stuff, without the stuff, we don’t serve God because 

of the stuff.  We thank God for his blessings.  We thank God for 

his goodness.  We thank God for everything we have.  But even if 

we lost everything, we will still remain faithful to serve him.  It’s 

a test of our faithfulness.  And God allowed him to test his 

faithfulness because God had faith in the faithfulness of Job.  

That says a whole lot.  God has faith in the faithfulness of Job. 

 

 Does God have faith in your faithfulness?  Turn to your neighbors 

and say, “Will God literally trust you?  Does he have faith in your 

faithfulness?”  I mean, God has so much faith in Job.   God 

actually recommended Job to the devil.  He said, “Hey Devil, I got 

one you haven’t thought about.  I have a man that’s perfect and 

upright, who’s brainless, and who fears me.  Have you considered 

my servant, Job?”  In other words, God will say, “I’ll put his 

faithfulness up against anything you got to throw at him.  And I 

guarantee you, he will prevail.”  And that’s really -- that’s how the 

whole test and trial to Job went through and that’s how it all got 

started. 

 

 And so, we’re talking about trouble, trouble, and more trouble.  

God got Job in trouble.  God is in trouble but it was the earnest 

test and trial that God allowed Job to go through to test and to 

prove his faithfulness to God.  God wanted to prove that Job 

would remain faithful no matter what happens.  Some people 

would be faithful to you as long as everything is good.  They’d be 

faithful to you as long as everything is good.  You let yourself get 

in bed and say -- let’s just say I’m getting to bed and say, see how 

faith with everything? 

 

 Well that’s the thing, Job remains his faithfulness in spite of 

being in bad circumstances.  He remained faithful to God.  And 

so, let us know that we don’t serve God because of what he’s done 

for us.  We don’t serve God because of what we have.  We don’t 

serve God because of all these privileges we enjoy.  We serve God 

regardless if we didn’t have anything.  You know, if we would just 

strip bare naked, bless God, I’m still going to serve.  And I mean, 
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that’s where (00:09:54) gets determination, desire to remain 

faithful to God no matter what. 

 

00:10:02 

 

 So what if he didn’t heal me of cancer?  That’s all right.  Give him 

the chemotherapy.  Give him the radiation.  I’ll still serve God.  

So what if I lost my house?  Oh, don’t take everything away from 

God.  I don’t understand it.  I don’t know why.  I don’t know why 

it happened.  I’m still going to remain -- I’ll still have faith in God.  

So what?  So what?  Glory to God.  So what?  I think that’s 

important unless you (00:10:31).  So what?  So what?  So what? 

 

 Paul got a hold of that, and Paul got so fed up with trouble 

because trouble was everywhere.  And he’s finally got to the point, 

he says, “So what?”  And he said, “Who shall separate us from the 

love of God?  Shall tribulation or trouble?  Shall persecution?  

Shall life?  Shall death?  Shall angel?  Shall (00:11:10) things 

present or things to come?  Nothing can separate us from the love 

of God.”  In other words, he said, “So what?  So what if we lose 

everything?  So what if we’re persecute?  So what if I’m put in 

stocks and bonds and I’m wrongful imprisoned?  So what?  So 

what if I lose it all?  I feel all I owe him everything and I remain 

faithful to him.” 

 

 Out of a cost of your faithfulness.  That’s the test of your 

faithfulness.  A test of your faithfulness, right in the middle of 

trouble.  A test of your faithfulness.  Oh man, that blessed me.  

That just blessed me when you’re looking at trouble.  You’re 

looking at trouble and say, “So what?  So what?”  See, that’s why 

trouble pops up.  Trouble pops up to make you mad at God.  But 

no, when you take the position, I don’t care what happen.  I won’t 

turn my back on God.  I’m not going to stop praying.  I’m not going 

to stop singing.  I’m not going to stop serving him.  I’m not going 

to stop going to church.  I will not stop witnessing for him.  I will 

not stop living for him.  I won’t stop giving.  Nothing gone -- so 

what if I’m in trouble?  So what?” 

 

 And so, that’s the attitude we see that the Job had, that God was 

really testing him to see if he would stand that and see -- you 

know, a lot of people now, they don’t want us -- if they can’t get a 

Mercedes, they don’t want to serve.  You save the Mercedes and 

the house, (00:12:55) to God.  No, we serve him.  It doesn’t matter.  

It doesn’t matter. 
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 So here, we talk about trouble, trouble, and more trouble.  We 

realized that trouble is a part of human existence.  If you exist, 

you are a candidate for trouble.  If you’re breathing -- turn to your 

neighbor and see if they’re breathing.  If your neighbor is 

breathing, they are a candidate for trouble.  We’re a candidate for 

trouble.  Trouble is a part of our existence.  There’s no one in this 

life that’s exempt from trouble. 

 

 Now, you know, when I was in school, depending upon your test 

scores and so forth, you can be exempt for taking a certain class.  

You can be in advance placement.  You can skip from classes and 

some things.  You can skip from grade.  But in life, trouble is one 

course everyone has to take, no exemptions.  Turn to your 

neighbors and say, “No exemptions.”  Everyone has to take this 

course called trouble.  And so, we began honoring(ph) why we 

have trouble or why we suffer, why we have hard time, why we 

have problems, why we have difficult situations, why we have 

hard shift.  Why?  Why?  Why is there trouble, trouble, and more 

trouble?  Why? 

 

 Now, I tell you, looking at this from one angle, it’s very obvious 

why there is trouble in certain people’s life.  It’s very obvious and 

normally, we are able to judge that pretty rapidly or quick.  We 

know sin and disobedience would definitely cause (00:14:55) up.  

We know that for a fact.  You can look at the life of Jonah. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 Jonah made a decision to rebel against God, to disobey God.  We 

see Jonah’s life.  He got in trouble.  He ended up at the bottom of 

the sea in a whale’s belly or a great fish’s belly.  And that was all 

a result of disobedience.  It got him in trouble.  So we know 

disobedience.  We know sin will eventually get you in big trouble.  

It really gets you in big trouble.  And that’s pretty obvious, 

everybody knows that.  And in fact, that’s why when Job was 

having so much trouble, all of his friends started to get sin.  And 

they immediately said, “Job, you have done something you ain’t 

telling us about.  (00:15:41) Job, you’ve done something that you 

didn’t let us know about.” 

 

 And they assumed and because that’s the most obvious thing, it 

is true, sin and disobedience will cause you big trouble, big 

trouble, big trouble.  Everybody say, “Big trouble.”  I had a pastor 
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that tell me and we were talking about trouble and he didn’t even 

know I was teaching on this.  But he told me this, he said, early 

in his life, he remembers periods when he had great trouble.  And 

he said, in those times where he was having a lot of trouble, he 

could always pinpoint.  He says trouble always happen to him 

when he was somewhere he shouldn’t have been, doing something 

he shouldn’t have been doing. 

 

 He said, without fail, whenever he was somewhere he shouldn’t 

have been, he got in trouble.  And whenever he was doing 

something he shouldn’t have been doing, he got in trouble.  Now, 

he was a pastor, he was a minister.  I wanted to ask him, “What 

in the world?  What were you doing?”  He has my curiosity.  What 

in the world were you doing or where were you?  He said he was 

just having -- I’ll tell you, he was having (00:17:00).  He said, 

‘Things just happen.”  But he said, “Without (00:17:06) when he 

was somewhere he wasn’t supposed to be, doing something he 

wasn’t supposed to be doing.  Trouble. 

 

 So we know sin.  We know disobedience.  It brings trouble.  That’s 

number one.  I mean, when you caught doing wrong and 

something bad happens to you, I mean, that’s such a guilt feeling 

that comes all over you.  I mean, you’ve messed up already 

anyway, you already did it yourself.  You know exactly what 

happened.  You say, “Oh Lord God, I thought I was getting away 

with this.  But oh, (00:17:35).”  So we know sin and disobedience, 

that causes trouble and that’s given. 

 

 Now, the part that is somewhat perplexing to is when we have 

trouble, then we’re not in sin.  When you’re living right, you’re 

trying to do your best to live for God.  I mean, you’re doing your 

best to honor God and live for God, and then trouble comes up in 

your life, that’s when we have a hard time explaining.  That’s 

where we get confused and that’s where we become perplexed and 

that’s where we begin to question God. 

 

 We have one of our neighbors a few years ago, a frankly older 

couple and they were on their way to church.  I believe that they 

were -- I know they were on their way to Sunday school and they 

might have been Sunday school teachers.  But on their way to 

church, they were involved in a bad car accident and I think the 

wife immediately died.  Right at the point of accident, the wife 

died and the husband was seriously injured.  He was in the 

hospital and you have to look at the situation.  Here’s an elderly, 
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older couple serving God with all they have, on their way to 

Sunday school.  Wife gets killed in a car accident.  Those kinds of 

incidents make you wonder why?  God, why? 

 

 Because, it may have been a different story if they were young on 

their way to a party and they were high.  We would have somehow 

understood that.  We would have somehow said, “You know, well, 

we understand why they were involved in sin and they were 

involved in disobedience.  And it would have made sense that the 

judgment had fallen on them as a result of their actions.”  But 

when an elderly couple living for God on their way to Sunday 

school gets killed, it becomes perplexed and it becomes, you know, 

it sits us in a place where we want to ask why.  We want to 

question God.  And if we are not careful, we get very close to 

accusing God.  We get very close to accusing God. 

 

 So now, since you’re in Job Chapter 1, I want you to see 

something.  One sterling part of Job’s life in the chapter that I 

truly admired. 

 

00:20:06 

 

 Job Chapter 1, look at Verse 21.  Now, this is after everything just 

happened to him after he just lost his children, he just lost all of 

his livestock, all of his cattle, all of his servant.  Just a great 

tragedy and devastation to his life and a point where he should 

be -- you would think accusing God and asking God, “Why did you 

let this happen?” 

 

 Look at Verse 21.  He says, “Naked came I out of my mother’s 

womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the 

Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” Now, 

here’s a man just lost everything.  He just lost everything.  He 

didn’t get anything.  I mean, nothing was left to him but a nagging 

old wife.  And I’m sure he said, “Lord, why don’t you just take 

her?“  He was left with all bag full of bones and the nagger.  The 

devil is clever is it?  Now, the devil takes everything else and left 

him his most nagging thing, left the wife. 

 

 I was just reminded of a joke I heard not too long ago where -- I 

don’t even know if I can remember it to tell it right.  I think it goes 

like this.  There was a woman that was -- she was to find for a job 

to be in a secret service, some type of intelligence job.  And a part 

of the interrogation of the interview process to see if she would be 
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capable of carrying out her job, that they could truly trust her.  

They had to make sure that they had her full commitment of 

anything or anybody else in her life.  She was committed so that 

secret intelligence and she was committed to carrying out her job. 

 

 And so during the interview process and integration process, to 

test those applicant’s commitment, they put them in a room and 

they gave them a gun.  And I think they blindfold them and say, 

“We got to put somebody in the room with you.  And the moment 

that you take your blindfolds off, you just got to shoot him because 

we got to test your commitment to see if you’re committed to us 

before you commit to anybody else.” 

 

 And so, first two applicants, they took off their blindfold and it 

was their spouse.  And so, of course, they said, “Hey, I can’t shoot 

my spouse.  I have to let this job go” and they left.  The third lady, 

they put her in that room and for a little while, they didn’t hear 

anything.  Then, they heard a lot of commotion like tables were 

being turned over and a lot of fighting going on.  And so, finally 

after a few minutes, that woman, she staggered out.  And they 

said to her, “What happened in there?”  She said, “Well, this gun 

you all gave me didn’t work, so I had to kill my husband with a 

chair.  Somebody put blanks in the gun, I had to just kill him with 

a chair.” 

 

 I don’t know how it relate to the message, but I just thought I 

would throw that in.  Where we were talking about being left with 

a nagging wife.  That’s what we were talking about.  Now, that 

woman was committed to the job, was she?  She just said, “I killed 

that man anyway,” she killed him and was glad to do it. 

 

 Now, what we’re talking -- you all got me all up (00:24:50).  Now, 

what we’re talking about, we’re talking about in those situations 

where devastation or bad things have happened to good people. 

 

00:25:08 

 

 We have a tendency to question.  We have a tendency to almost 

want to even achieve a job.  We were talking about Job’s response 

in the middle of all of his trouble.  This is what’s sterling about 

his character.  Look at Verse 22, Chapter 1 Verse 22.  Now, at the 

end of Verse 21, he blessed the name of the Lord.  He just lost 

everything but he blessed the name of the Lord.  He said, “God I 

still bless you.”  This man just got news that his children was 
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killed, man has 10 children.  In the prime of their lives, enjoying 

life, all 10 of them killed.  He lost all of his wealth and this man 

says, “God, I bless your name.  I bless your name.” 

 

 Then in Verse 22, it says, “In all this, Job sinned not, nor charged 

God foolishly.”  In other words, he never accused God.  All the 

trouble he went through, he never opened his mouth to accuse 

God for his trouble, never opened his mouth to accuse God for his 

trouble.  And I thought that was the sterling part of that man’s 

faithfulness to God.  That no matter what has happened in life, 

I’ll never accuse God of wrongdoing.  I’ll never accuse God of 

forsaking me.  I’ll never blame God.  I’ll never accuse God for 

anything just happened in my life.  I’ll never let anything take my 

position, take my place of praise and honor and reverence to God 

almighty no matter -- whatever happens, because Job realizes, he 

said, “Everything I have, God gave it to me anyway.  And if God 

gave it to me, He’s the only one had a right to take it away from 

me.”  Job said, “It was never really mine anyway.”  He loaned it 

to me.  It’s all His anyways.” 

 

 That’s the way Job looked at all of his wealth, it’s God to begin 

with.  How can I get mad because I lost everything, but it wasn’t 

mine, God gave all that to me in the first place.  It was His stuff.”  

Then Job says, “God, I’ll bless your name” and the Bible says, he’s 

never charged God foolishly.  Never blamed Him, never accused 

Him.  In other words, he has never said, “God, why did you let 

this happen to me.  Why God?  Why me?  Why have you forsaken 

me?”  He never will bring himself to accusing God. 

 

 And you’ll be surprised to know the number of people today that 

are angry at God because their mama died of cancer.  Angry at 

God because a little child was hit by a bus, angry at God because 

all of the things that have gone wrong in this life.  And we 

question and we want to know why do these things happen?  But 

I like the way that Robert Schuller put it in one of his best-selling 

books, the title is simply, “Life’s Not Fair, But God is Good.” 

 

 Life is unfair, but God is good and that’s really what Job was 

saying.  That was Job’s fully first, “It is unfair what has happened 

to me, but despite of what has happened to me, I will rejoice in 

the fact that God is good.  God is good.”  Life is unfair.  You 

remember that.  Life is not fair.  I mean, life is rough.  A life can 

be -- I mean, life is -- put it like this.  He said, “Life will eat your 

lunch and the bag you brought it in.”  He said, “Life doesn’t play.  
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Life will tear you apart and there’s no respect of a person.  Life 

will tear you apart” but in the midst of all of that, we can say, 

“Life may not be fair but God is good.”  Sometimes, we need to 

remind ourselves of that. 

 

00:30:02 

 

 Life is unfair and when life is not fair to us, don’t go on blaming 

God.  And let me tell you something, God is not your adversary.  

God is your advocate.  He is not your adversary.  He is not against 

you,  God is always for you.  Never forget that.  You have only one 

adversary, his name is the devil.  The Bible says, “he goes around, 

walking about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”  

That’s your chief adversary, not God.  You go back and read it, it 

was the devil doing all this to Job. 

 

 The devil was stripping Job (00:30:45) and stripping the servants 

and his property and all of his life and bringing, it wasn’t God 

doing that.  God just say, “Hey, look devil.  You do what you need 

to do to test his faith, but this man will not bow his knee to you.”  

That’s what God said.  God said, “This man will not bow his knee 

to you regardless of what happens to him in life.  You go ahead 

and try it.  You try it but this is a man that I have faith.  I have 

faith in his faithfulness to me.  I have faith in his faithfulness to 

me.” 

 

 And Job stood that test.  Through all he went through, he never 

thought to accuse God or charge God foolishly.  He stood in the 

midst of all of it, even his wife.  Let me think back when his wife, 

his partner in life, she turns to him, she said, “You are fool.”  She 

said, “You are all fool.”  She said, “You now lost everything, you’re 

broke.”  She said, “Your children are dead, you’re sick in your 

body.”  She said, “You still praising Him?”  She said, “Why don’t 

you curse Him and just --.” 

 

 That’s why dudes, they have a wife for you.  That’s why dudes 

have a wife, but that’s what the devil loves Job to be with.  That’s 

why he loves him.  I mean, the devil took everything and he stole 

everything else out of his life.  He stole all of his good children, 

his cattle, his servants.  He stole everything, anybody that 

(00:32:28) and left him with a nagging wife.  The devil is a clever 

devil. 
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 He didn’t touch the wife, that wife is just as healthy as she can 

be.  She was in good shape, nothing wrong with that wife.  That 

wife was -- we’ve all preached on the sufferings of Job, but 

nobody’s ever preached on the prosperity of Job’s wife.  Job’s wife 

was in good shape.  Job’s wife was in good shape.  We didn’t miss 

that, we missed that revelation of Job is in bad shape, but his wife 

was in great shape and she was there just to nag him. 

 

 We’re talking about trouble, trouble and more trouble.  I’m almost 

out of time and we may have to continue next week but I want to 

get to -- I actually want to give you some more -- we start at 

Sunday.  I gave you about five or six Bible-based reasons or 

explanations of why we have trouble and we didn’t finish.  So I 

was actually intending to finish.  I have at least five or six more 

to give you.  I don’t have them all because I don’t know them all. 

 

 I mean, there’s some trouble that happens in life and I’ve had 

people coming to me because they were sick.  And they’re a 

minister, they’re sick as a man of God and he said, “Why did this 

happen?”  I had to just look at him square in the eyes, “I do --” 

read my lips, “I do not know.  I don’t know.  I am not God.  I don’t 

know.  I don’t know.  I don’t know.  I do not know.  I don’t know.  

I mean, I don’t know why it happened.  I don’t know.”  And a lot 

of these other folks don’t know either and they try to come up with 

explanation but they needed to just admit they don’t know.  We 

don’t know everything in this earthly realm.  The Bible said, “We 

know impart, we don’t know everything.”  And the reason I know 

we don’t know everything because God hasn’t revealed 

everything. 

 

 The Bible says that the secret things belong to God in the heaven 

alone do they belong. 

 

00:35:02 

 

 So, he said, “The things that are revealed belongs to us, but the 

things that are secret belongs to God.”  There are lot of things 

God’s reserved for His knowledge only.  Even Jesus himself says, 

“Some stuff, I don’t know only the Father knows.”  He said, “Why 

are you all asking me?  I don’t know, only the Father knows.”  He 

said, “Only the Father in heaven knows.”  There are some things 

that are secret and reserved for God’s knowledge only.  We don’t 

know everything and that’s why the old folks used to say like this.  

“We’ll understand it better by and by.”  That’s all they said, they 
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didn’t know.  They would say, “God, I don’t know but we’ll 

understand it better by and by.” 

 

 And to be honest with you, there’s something we’re not even going 

to understand in the by and by.  There’s something you never 

going to understand because they are reserved for God’s 

knowledge only.  Secret things belong to God and I believe that 

even when we get to heaven, was all of our question, that we want 

to question God about, “God explain this to me?”  Listen, hold on.  

A lot of those things are not even going to be answered when you 

get to heaven because it belongs to God.”  They belong to God.  

Secret things belong to God. 

 

 So, and furthermore, in the book of Job, Job didn’t know why he 

was suffering, God didn’t tell Him why.  And the reason God 

didn’t tell Him why he was suffering is because it would have been 

humanly impossible to explain it to him without messing up what 

God was intending to do throughout the whole thing.  A lot of 

times when you’re in the middle of trouble, God cannot explain it 

to you because if he explains it to you, it will present what He is 

ultimately trying to do in you. 

 

 What’s he’s also been trying to bring in your life, but He is 

ultimately -- and I’m not saying God causes all this stuff, God 

doesn’t cause it and a lot of times the devil stirs up trouble, when 

the devil stirs up trouble, God is able to take that trouble that was 

meant for evil and He is able to turn it for good.  He is able to turn 

it for good.  I realize this thing here.  This is an important key in 

the series but in the series, this is an important key right here.  

The devil stirs up trouble to steal good out of your life. 

 

 When the devil is behind stirring up trouble in your life, He’s only 

out to steal good out of your life.  I’ll give you few examples.  Peter, 

when the devil got ready to go up to Peter, Jesus warned him.  

Jesus said, “Peter, the devil has the desire to shift you with 

sweet.”  Shifting means to take the good out.  The devil wanted to 

take the good out of people.  Jesus said, when we receive the word, 

the devil comes immediately to steal that word.  The devil always 

stirs up, he does it by stirring up trouble. 

 

 So, with the devil, he always stirs up trouble to take the good out 

of your life to take the good.  That’s something he wants to present 

in your life, that’s something he wants to get out of your life and 

he will use trouble as a mechanism to do that.  God, on the other 
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hand, when God stirs up trouble, God always stirs up trouble to 

shape the bad out of your life.  And sometimes, they are so similar, 

you can’t tell who’s doing it, the devil or God. But when God allows 

trouble or when God is involved in troubling your life, his anterior 

motive or his desire, his ultimate goal is to shape your life in order 

to shakee all the bad stuff out of you.  He’s shaking things, He’s 

trying to get things out of you.  God is trying to get bad out of you.  

When the devil stirs you, he’s trying to get the good out of you.  So 

they have total opposite purposes in your life and we have to be 

careful to discern the two. 

 

 Now, when God is doing the shaking, see, I gave the case before 

with Jonah.  See, when Jonah was in disobedience, God calls that 

storm to come.  God calls him to be thrown overboard.  God calls 

the great fish to swallow him up.  God was shaking Jonah’s life 

but he was shaking his life in order to make him realize that his 

disobedience would call his death.  He would never prosper.  He 

would never do right.  He will never have anything as long as he 

would kick him against God.  And so God used trouble to literally 

shake Jonah back.  You know how old grandma used to grab the 

child and just shake him.  “Do you hear what I’m trying -- don’t 

you ever -- don’t you embarrass me.” 

 

00:40:03 

 

 What to do -- you’re trying to shake some sense in them.  You’re 

shaking some sense in them.  Now, that’s what God is doing.  He’s 

jerking a slack out of us.  So when God allows us to be in trouble, 

he’s jerking -- turn to your neighbor and say, “God will jerk the 

slack out of you.”  He’ll jerk the slack out of you.  So, when God 

allows you to be in trouble, he’s always trying to pull some bad 

out of you.  He’s trying to get the bad out.  The devil pushing in 

trouble, he’s trying to get the good out.  So always understand and 

that’s very key point. 

 

 I think I’m going to stop right here.  I didn’t get into the reasons.  

I have about 11 or 12 reasons from the Bible.  These are Bible-

based answers of why we have trouble and I gave you about five 

or six on Sunday and we’ll continue.  I’ll give the rest of them next 

Sunday.  Now, go ahead and give the Lord a round of applause all 

time right there.  Praise God.  Amen.   Amen.  Amen.   Glory to 

God.  Glory to God.  Amen.  I believe He will never let you trouble 

again.  Amen.  He will never let you trouble the same again.  

Never get it the same again.  Praise God. 
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(Music Playing: 00:41:46 - 00:42:58) 

 

 Heavenly Father, we give thanks for all, thanks for the time.  

(00:43:04).  We thank you for trusting us.  We have faith and trust 

in you God.  We thank you Lord God (00:43:37).  God we realized, 

we declare that you are (00:43:54) and Lord we (00:43:59).  We 

love you.  We thank you for loving us.  We thank you for being 

watchful, caring for us God in all (00:44:10) and we choose to 

honor you and to fear you and to serve you no matter what 

happens in this life.  We give you all the glory and praise in Jesus’ 

name.  That everybody says, “Amen.” 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:44:36 
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