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(Music Playing/Prayer:  00:00:00 to 00:02:49) 

 

C. Elijah: Amen.  You can open bibles up to the Book of Psalms.  And the 

10th chapter of the Book of Psalms.  Psalms in the 10th division 

and I wanted to just look at the first verse.  Psalms Chapter 10 

and Verse 1.  When you get there say Amen.  Psalm Chapter 10 

and Verse 1.  Let’s read that in unity.  The Psalm Chapter 10 and 

Verse 1.  Are you ready?  Read. 

 

 “Why, stand far off?  O Lord, why hide it thou thyself in times of 

trouble.”  Now, this verse really sort of grabbed my attention 

because it started from the verse asking why.  The Psalm is here 

like many of us whenever we’re distress.  The first thing we begin 

to do is questioning God and ask why. 

 

 And so, notice why, just jump right of the page that is in capital 

letters of bible that says why.  It opens up verse 1 with why and 

then in the second line of that verse is asked again, why.  So, two 

times, the question why is repeated. 

 

 In this particular Psalm and literally what he is asking, he is 

saying, Lord, where are you?  And then, he is saying and why are 

you allowing this to happen.  Why are you letting this happen to 

me?  Lord, where you and why.  And that was the resounding 

question.   The Psalm is open up -- first verse, their first word is 

why. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 Lord where are you and why are you allowing this to happen to 

me.  Why did you let it happen, why are you allowing this to 

happen?  Why?  I wanted to just use as a subject tonight.  When 

you want to ask why.  It is in those time of distress just like the 

Psalm, we immediately want to know why.  God, why?  Why did 

you let this happen?  Why did you let this happen to me?  Why? 

 

 I was reading an article not too long ago and it was about the 

people and their hope.  When they found out they had cancer and 

I was reading some of the different accounts of people how they 

cope when they find out the articles about coping with cancer and 

without fail, the people that were interviewed in the article they 

said the first thing that they said or wondered when they found 

out that they had cancer is why me.  Without fail, everyone they 

feel like it never happen to them. 
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 And so, why.  Why is the question that rings out most times out 

of our dispense.  Out of our trouble, out of our hard times, out of 

our struggles, out of trouble, out of any tormenting moments in 

life, why is normally the first question that we ask Lord.  Why 

me?  Why did you allow this to happen?  This is what we -- we 

really get into a point where we’re questioning God. 

 

 Lord, Why?  Why did you allow this to happen?  And so, we’re 

talking about when you want to ask -- turn to your neighbor and 

said, when you want to ask why, how many of you have ever 

wanted to ask why? 

 

 I mean, you just felt like the bottom had just dropped out on you.  

I mean, just one thing after another, you lost your job, why God, 

why me.  All of the employees you’re going to lay me off.  Anyone 

feel that why I got laid, why are they picking on me, why me?  

Why?  Why are you allowing me to go through?  Why are you 

allowing me to loss that, why are you allowing me to be diagnosed 

with this disease?  Why me?  And that’s the first question that we 

ask is why? 

 

 And when I found and study in this little series that we’ve been 

doing on trouble is that a lot of times we don’t know why.  But one 

thing we know for sure is that we can trust God because God is 

with us.  Even when you don’t know why.  Even when you don’t 

know why I’ve learned to just trust God.  Trust God and know 

that God is with you.  That’s important. 

 

 To know he is with you, not to wonder.  If you notice in some, if 

he felt like God wasn’t with him and in the Psalm said, the first 

thing he said, why are you so far away God?  Why are you so 

distant?  I can’t see you.  I can’t feel you.  Why? 

 

 Even Jesus, now notice when Jesus was on the cross, he asked 

why have you forsaken me.  He kept the distance as if this was 

the first time where sin has caused a separation and he could not 

feel God.  He said why was thou forsaken me?  Why?  When you 

want to ask why and it feels that no times that God is so far away.  

He can’t be near.  He can’t be close certainly for all of this to be 

going on.  He can’t possibly know what I’m going through.  He 

can’t possibly know how they have wronged me.  He can’t possibly 

know I am hurting, how I’m suffering, he doesn’t know the hard 

time I’m having trying to pay my bill, he can’t know. 
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 And we asked why.  Why he feels like he is so distant, that’s when 

someone said, God, I just can’t see, I can’t get a hand on you in 

any kind of way.  Where are you?  Notice in Psalms 1, Psalms 10 

Verse 1.  Why are you standing so far away?  Why are you hiding 

yourself in the time that I need you the most and seems like your 

prayer at its peak.  This is no time to play hide and seek God.  I 

need to see you now, why? 

 

 Why?  When you want to ask why, sometimes that we want to ask 

why.  Will you want to ask why and we all have these moments.  

We all have this moment. 

 

00:10:02 

 

 I don’t care who you are.  I don’t care how much that we’re super 

friends.  You might open your coat up and there’s a big F on your 

chest.  But you maybe are super friends, but we see you leaving a 

super friend.  We have moments, we have times where we feel as 

if we are frustrated by God.  And we want to know why.  And we 

tend to want to know why we have this trouble, why we have 

distress, why are we having problems, why are we having 

hardships.  Why, why, why? 

 

 And like apostle Paul, one thing he didn’t quite understand, but 

one thing he knew for sure, he knew that God was with him.  And 

he made the statement, “We may be persecuted, but we are not 

forsaken.”  And that makes a big difference.  Persecuted.  He 

understood he was being persecuted, but the major key was, “But 

I’m not forsaken.” 

 

 See, that’s what can let you go on.  I may be persecuted, but when 

you realize the second part, but I’m not forsaken.  Persecuted, but 

not forsaken.  And that really sums up our lives, a disproportioned 

life.  We may be persecuted, but you’ve got to rest assured that 

you are not forsaken.  He’s with me.  He is with me.  He’s 

influencing me, He is with me even at times I don’t understand, I 

mean times when my money is funny, times when my husband 

has run off and left me, times when it feels like I’m attacking my 

body and nobody knows I’m hurting, times when I’m lonely, times 

when I’m full of grief and depression; why when I feel all by 

myself like I’m sharing the load of the world and it seems like God 

just isn’t there, realized persecuted, but not forsaken. 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5674.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7071.mp3 

 Turn to your neighbor and say, “Persecuted, but not forsaken.”  

Persecuted, but not forsaken.  Not forsaken.  And apostle Paul 

realized that even through all of this persecution, he was never 

forsaken, never forsaken.  And we’ll get into some of that a little 

later. 

 

 A couple of weeks ago, we started looking at some things, I really 

wanted to give you as much as I possibly could from what the 

Bible says why we have trouble.  I wanted to give you some 

biblical answers to that question, why we have human suffering, 

why we have different trials, why we go through things and the 

Bible does give many different answers as to the question of why 

we suffer, even as Christians, we suffer, there is suffering and we 

want to know why. 

 

 And so, the Bible does give us some answers, we don’t know all 

the answers because there are some things that God has reserved 

for Himself only, so know there are some things we understand 

better by and by.  There are some things we’ll understand as time 

unfolds, something God will show us later so we don’t understand 

everything all the time, but the Bible does give us some answers 

as to why, why we have trouble and those situations where you 

want to ask why. 

 

 I mean, in those times where there’s just no logical answers and 

you want to know why, you want to know why, why, why.  And so 

I hope that the biblical answers that we have listed and we’ll look 

at tonight will help you to answer the why of some of those 

questions. 

 

 Number one, let me say this before we jump into those Bible 

answers.  Number one, I would like to say that a lot of the trouble 

and the problems that we have in life are not caused or created 

by external forces, but a lot of the trouble and a lot of the problems 

that we have in life is because of our own ignorance, our own 

stupidity, we put ourselves on a mess.  In so many cases and 

instances, it’s really not God, it’s not the devil, it’s -- point to 

yourself, says me. 

 

00:15:02 

 

 There are a lot of times where we’ve thought it was God and we’ve 

thought it was the devil giving us trouble and giving us a hard 

time or put us in a bad situation, our hardship in life where it 
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wasn’t at all, it was our own stupidity.  How many of you know 

stupidity will put you in trouble?  Anybody realize that?  I mean, 

you don’t need any help from outside of course.  I mean your own 

by yourself.  You can put yourself in some stupid situation all 

because of stupidity. 

 

 And I realize, there are some times when we ask God for help, we 

need to repent of stupidity.  “God, forgive me for being stupid.  

Lord, I was just plain stupid.”  And sometimes you’ve got to admit 

before God, “God, I’m in this mess because I was stupid.  I made 

a bad decision, I made a bad choice as many -- because of my own 

ignorance.” 

 

 Now sometimes, you just need to check yourself in the rear end.  

I’m telling you, a lot of the situation we’re in, we put ourselves 

there.  I mean there’s no way in the world you’re going to smoke 

16 packs of cigarettes a day and then ask God why in the world 

you’ve got lung cancer.  God has nothing to do with that lung 

cancer.  You are the reason you’ve got lung cancer. 

 

 When are you going to eat four porkchops a week and you wonder 

why your blood pressure’s a little high.  No?  That’s you.  That’s 

your own ignorance.  You’ve got to go outside when it’s 20 degrees 

outside with a short-sleeved t-shirt on and you wonder why you’ve 

got pneumonia the next day.  No, that’s not the devil starting up 

trouble in your life, you fool went outside with no coat on. 

 

 So, you know, a lot of our trouble is from our own ignorance, our 

own stupidity.  We look at our financial situation, the devil didn’t 

run up your credit card.  He went down in Mason charging himself 

up.  No.  It’s our own, our financial jams, we did that.  Nobody had 

access to your check but you.  Ain’t nobody -- be looking for your 

check but (00:17:27) from checks out of there and there is. 

 

 I mean, you’re standing up now in front of the bank teller.  The 

bank teller says, “I’m sorry, your account is overdrawn.”  And you 

tell him, “Now, who in the world could have gone in my --?”  Ain’t 

nobody got to your account, you know it’s overdrawn.  You did 

that. 

 

 You put your own self in trouble.  You did it.  Nobody else did it.  

You did it.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You did.”  Now that’s 

what I realized.  That’s why I had to go back and just start my list 

all over again.  That’s -- we put ourselves in the majority of 
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hardships and trouble.  We do it ourselves.  Some of it is out of 

ignorance, some of it is just stupid bad decisions that can just get 

us in trouble, just out of ignorance, bad decision, wrong choices. 

 

 I know people in jail right now just because they made a stupid, 

stupid choice.  And they’re in jail right now for stupid, stupid 

things.  They’re in jail.  I didn’t put them in jail.  God didn’t put -

- they’re just jail because they were stupid enough to decide to rob 

the liquor store.  And they’re in jail.  And so wrong decisions, bad 

decisions, wrong choices can get us in trouble. 

 

 So, no offense, just be honest before God and say, “God, forgive 

me.  I repent of being stupid.  I repent for being -- God, I was just 

stupid there.  I just made some bad --.”  Let God know.  God, I did 

-- God I just want to let you know God, I was stupid.  I made a bad 

decision there out of my own ignorance and that had me in a 

dump(ph) and then now you can pray and ask God and God can 

help you give you answers to get out. 

 

 You need to just repent for our own stupidity.  Just need to repent 

for our own stupidity.  Repent for your own stupidity.  No, I’m not 

calling you stupid, but I’m just saying in certain times, you -- I 

mean, certain times, you do stupid things. 

 

00:20:01 

 

 You do stupid things and that gets us in trouble. 

 

 Now, let’s look at some Bible answers here.  What I do several 

weeks ago, I started out a list and I gave you most, I’ll run over 

those quickly just to give you a quick review but I’m not going to 

spend much time, any time on anyone.  You can go back and get 

the tape. 

 

 Number one, we talked about we have trouble because we live in 

a world full of sin.  We live in a world full of sin.  Scripture 

reference, John 16 Verse 33. 

 

 Number two, we have trouble because of the Word, because of the 

Word.  Satan(ph) stirs up trouble to get the word out of your heart, 

Mark Chapter 4 Verse 17. 

 

 Number three, we have trouble.  Scripture reference is Hosea 

Chapter 5 Verse 15.  We have trouble in order to make us seek 
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God.  No other reason at all, just to bring us and make us seek 

God. 

 

 Number four, very similar to that is to bring us back to God.  

Psalm 119 Verse 6 to 7.  We have trouble to bring us back to God.  

A lot of people wouldn’t have found God and wouldn’t be in 

relationship with God today if it weren’t for trouble that brought 

them back. 

 

 Number five, we have trouble, this is 2nd Chronicles 33 Verse 12.  

We have trouble to humble us. 

 

 Number six, we have trouble because of our mouth.  Your mouth 

gets you in trouble.  That’s Proverbs Chapter 21 Verse 23.  Your 

mouth.  You are who you are today because of things you’ve said 

repeatedly over the years.  Your mouth will get you in trouble.  

Proverbs 21:23. 

 

 Number seven, where I picked up tonight, just for a few moments.  

I’m almost out of time already.  But we’ll start looking at this.  

Number seven, we have trouble in order to test our faith/our 

faithfulness to God.  We have trouble in order to test our 

faith/faithfulness. 

 

 I’ll give you a couple scriptures.  Deuteronomy Chapter 8 Verse 2 

and 3 where God says, “I call these things to happen just to test 

and see and to know what was in your heart, to know whether or 

not you would obey Me, to see what you would do in times of 

trouble, you would teach and I’m talking to my Word.”  He said, 

“I allowed you to go through this just to see what you would do to 

prove you.”  And what he’s saying is to prove your faithfulness, I 

wanted to see what you would do and you can look at several 

people.  Job was tested to see what he would do.  Abraham, God 

told him off his only son to see what he would do just to see that 

Noah was in his heart. 

 

 So a lot of times, God allows you to be tested just to see what’s in 

your heart to know if you will be faithful in the hard times just as 

you were faithful in the easy times.  The thing about it with God, 

we’ve got to do it with God when it’s easy and when it’s hard.  It’s 

easy to do it when it’s easy and it’s hard to do it when it’s hard.  

But we’ve got to do it when it’s easy and we’ve got to do it when 

it’s hard. 
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 And so a lot of times God allows tests to come to just test our 

faithfulness and to test our faith.  When the Bible tells about 

testing your faith, it actually implies just one word “genuineness.”  

To see if it’s genuine.  Genuine.  You know, a lot of things in life 

are counterfeit, they’re not the real thing and they have to be 

proved.  They have to be put up -- I had a guy trying to sell me, I 

told you about it, he tried to sell me a diamond (00:24:24) for a 

couple of weeks.  I don’t know if it was real or not.  I needed to 

prove the decision was genuine. 

 

 And so there are things that look real and so I said, you know, it 

can look real, but a lot of times God has to prove it to see its 

genuineness and when God tested Abraham and saw that he had 

a genuine faith, when Abraham laid his only son on that altar and 

drew that knife up to slay him, just because God said it, God 

almost came out of heaven. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 So excited, because he had a man with genuine faith.  He had a 

man with genuine faith.  God was so excited.  God allowed Job to 

be tested because God believes in the genuineness of Job’s faith 

and his stance with him.  He said, “Go ahead, devil.  Try.  This 

man will not fall because I know he’s genuine.” 

 

 So now, we test it.  Our faith is tested for faith and faithfulness 

to see if it’s genuine, to know what’s in your heart.  Now, second 

part of it, and there’s two, three parts of this.  First Peter Chapter 

1 Verse 6.  You don’t have to turn them, but just jot it down and 

make a note of it and you can go back and study it later.  Our faith 

is compared to gold.  There, Peter the apostle, he compares your 

faith to gold and he says, “The genuineness of your faith is much 

more precious than that of gold.”  And he says, “You know, gold is 

tried and tested by fire.”  Gold goes through certain heat and that 

heat, what it does, it drives impurities out.  The heat purifies the 

gold and so Peter began to relate just as fire purifies gold, trials 

purifies your faith.  They purify your faith. 

 

 Now, notice when the gold comes through the fire, it comes out 

looking brighter.  It comes out stronger.  It comes out better and 

so Peter said, “Your faith goes through fire in order to purify to 

bring it out better.”  And he says your faith, the genuineness of 

your faith is far more precious than that of gold that is trialed 

through fire. 
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 And so notice, Peter is saying there that we go through trials in 

order to -- as compared to gold going through fire, in order to make 

your faith stronger, to make it stronger, to make you stronger.  

Think about this for a moment.  I mean, if you look at your faith, 

walk or your faith light as you would muscles.  Muscles have to 

be put through something in order to be developed, isn’t that 

correct? 

 

 Now think about it.  You can go and get all the best fitness 

magazines there are and you can sit down and read about big 

muscles all day long.  You can just sit down and mind, well, okay, 

45 reps with curls and now see, I can have a 10-inch muscle.  

Okay.  And you can sit down and go through a magazine.  “Yeah, 

okay, I see that if I do 200 crunches a day, I’ll have a six-pack in 

my abs.  That’s nice.” 

 

 You can go through the fitness magazine, but guess what?  Not 

one muscle in your body is being affected by what you’re reading.  

You’re going to happen -- you’ve got to go through the gym and 

you’re going to have to put those muscles through the test and it’s 

the resistance that the test that causes those muscles to get 

strong.  Now, so it is over in faith. 

 

 I can read the Bible all day long, but my faith isn’t really getting 

any practically stronger, don’t get me wrong, faith comes by the 

Word of God, but it is not being developed until I have something 

to put my faith and actually engage(ph). 

 

 Think about it.  I mean, you come in to church, you come in to 

Bible study, you read your Bible and you meditate on the Word, 

you’re doing all of these things, but if you never use it, if you never 

use it.  Think about it, if it wasn’t for a test and if it wasn’t for a 

trial, you would never have anything to use your faith on.  You 

will never have an opportunity to use it.  You would never -- and 

what I’m saying, you would never have an opportunity to develop 

faith muscles because the muscle is not going to be developed from 

reading the scripture.  The muscles are going to be developed with 

something that’s confronted you in life.  And it’s your faith that 

Almighty God and his Word that would give you victory(ph) and 

you begin to grow and your muscles begin to develop and 

saved(ph). 
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 But it’s not the reading alone that will give you the muscle.  It’s 

putting it in action, it’s to start exercising it and when a problem 

comes us in your life, now I’ve got this big instrumental problem 

just practiced in my life.  Now, everything Pastor Nathaniel has 

preached on Sunday. 

 

00:30:00 

 

Now everything C. Elijah has preached on Friday, now I got to 

take their word and I got to starting, note them down in order to 

make this problems, to overcome it.  And then when I do that, now 

my faith is now being developed.  My muscle, I’m looking at my 

biceps, but now, I’m getting some use out of everything I’ve 

learned.  I’m getting use out of it now.  And so, you start growing, 

you start getting stronger and your faith and muscles begin to 

develop because of the test, because of the test. 

 

 So, it’s the resistance from the test, it increases your faith more.  

So now, Peter refrains, the faith, I mean the child, the test is 

actually there to make you stronger.  It’s there to make you 

stronger.  Turn to your neighbors and say, “It’s there to make you 

stronger.”  It’s there to make you stronger.  It’s there to make you 

stronger.  I mean, it blesses that.  I mean what have you just -- 

you just read the Bible day in and day out, attend the church all 

the time and never use the stuff, never had an opportunity to use 

the stuff, never had the opportunity. 

 

I mean that’s the same equivalent, you’re reading a fitness 

magazine, you never have an opportunity to go lift one pound of 

weight.  You know exactly how to do it.  I know exactly.  I mean, 

I’ve studied the area about squatting, I know exactly how to 

handle my back position when I get to the squat.  I know how to 

handle my legs, I know exactly how far to space them apart, I 

know exactly the padding I need on my shoulders when I get to 

the squat.  I’ve studied that.  I know exactly how to do it.  And I 

realize that this is going to increase me.  But if I just sat at home 

in my La-Z-Boy looking at the TV while I was reading it, that’s 

not going to do me a bit of good.  That only helps when I go to the 

gym and when I actually start to squat, and when I start 

squatting, I start building the muscles. 

 

 So, the trials actually are there to make us stronger.  They 

actually allow the opportunity.  A trial is just an opportunity.  

Say, “A trial is just an opportunity.”  It’s just workout.  It’s just 
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an opportunity for you to workout.  It’s an opportunity for you to 

workout.  It’s an opportunity.  I mean, you ought to be, you ought 

to look forward to trials.  You got to be like, “Glory to God.  Whoa, 

I got a trial.  I just lost my job in there.  Glory, to God.  Now, I just 

lost my job.  Now, I can begin to operate in His faith.”  C. Elijah 

has been talking about them, fascinating and then preaching 

over.  Now I got something to use, I got something to develop 

myself. 

 

 Now, that’s the way they can do it.  Days are counting our joy 

when you’re falling in (00:32:58).  That’s what He was talking 

about.  He said, “Do you want to get excited?”  It’s an opportunity.  

Glory to God, halleluiah.  Here’s a trial.  Here’s a trial.  As David 

ran towards the uncircumcised Philistine named Goliath.  He ran 

towards him; it was an opportunity.  All of the other men and they 

were afraid, they were hiding.  David said, “Where is He?  Let me 

at him, let me at him.  I’ve been practicing on my back; I practice 

on Elias and I will slay this uncircumcised Phil.  He wanted 

something to catch us all.  He will find him in there in the lake.  

He’s grown bigger.”  He had perfected the slay but it would not 

done no good if he’s never had a chance to use it. 

 

 So, when he has the opportunity, when he heard that this 

uncircumcised Philistine had defiled the armies of the living God, 

David took out running toward him.  He took out running towards 

Goliath.  And here’s Goliath, about 16 feet tall and full of 

armaments and got everybody scared and running, and David 

runs on there and running toward him.  He understood that by 

slaying Goliath – I mean when David slayed Goliath, I mean 

people start singing after that.  Saul has slain a thousand, but 

David has slain 10,000.  But he was building his muscle but he 

needed something to practice on.  So, he looked for an opportunity, 

he looked.  And see, when you’re prepared, you’re looking for a 

test. 

 

 I mean when I was in school, I would be disappointed if I got the 

school and the teacher said, “The test is cancelled” and I’m going 

to spread it all.  No, I’m prepared.  I want the test.  I want the test 

if I’m prepared.  The problem is when you ain’t prepared.  Now, 

they will criticize where I wasn’t prepared and I was like, “Lord, 

Jesus, you think can cause it snow tomorrow so, I don’t have to go 

to school.  I’m not prepared.  I don’t want any part of it.” 

 

00:35:19 
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 But when I’m totally prepared, I couldn’t hardly sleep the night 

before thinking about the test.  Now I’m already, I can’t wait, 

excited about it.  I couldn’t hardly sleep.  And so that’s the way it 

is when I trust Elijah both the wheel, “Well, we get ready.  Well, 

we get ready.  Well, we get ready, you’re looking for the test.” 

 

 I preached a sermon years ago.  I’m sure Pastor Nathaniel 

remembers this.  It was called, “Looking for Trouble.”  Looking for 

trouble and that’s what it was about.  When you’re so prepared, 

you’re looking, you’re going out looking, you’re looking for 

something to size up.  You’ve seen some movies like where guys -

- they get all the girls on, they go in there looking for trouble.  

Yeah, anybody (00:36:07) and I said from -- see when you are, 

when you are -- they look at you.  I mean when you are, you’re 

looking for somebody to say something, you’re watching somebody 

to make a move, get in your faith, but you’re ready because you 

want the opportunity to use your weapons that you got.  Oh man, 

this is good.  Isn’t that good?  I am out of time again.  Every time 

we try to finish this list, I just ran out of time. 

 

 Now, here’s another one.  We’re still on number seven, to test your 

faith, test your faith from it.  Here’s another one.  We should be 

talking about purifying your faith, proving your genuineness, 

building your muscle -- but here’s another reason, here’s another 

reason.  Turn over to Psalms 66, Psalms 66.  And I may stop right 

here tonight.  I may not finish the list; you all have to keep coming 

back so you get it.  Yeah, I know how to base it’s real good.  I’m 

going to just spoon feed, just a little bit, make you keep coming 

back to get it because you got to know all these things, so you’ll 

understand, you won’t have to ask why when trouble happens, so 

you have biblical answers and know why trouble is happening to 

you. 

 

Psalms 66.  I’m sure Brother James can appreciate what I talked 

about with the muscles and not too long ago, he had built up his 

biceps and he felt like he was the strongest man in the world.  And 

so, he started arm wrestling everybody.  He just coming to work.  

He just come to work, you know that he said, “Yeah, I got any 

takers out there?”  I mean he arm wrestles everybody from the 

janitor to the president of the company.  “Yeah, who’s next?”  He 

then came to church, he was in church one Sunday and now we 

were downstairs having fellowship, he had all the youth lined up.  
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They were just coming one by one, he says, “Next.”  He’s just 

taking them. 

 

See, he was looking for a challenge because he felt he was 

prepared.  He had built that muscle, now feel, and also you’re 

ready, you want it.  You want it.  You want it.  I mean you want.  

You want the fight when you’re ready.  You want it. 

 

 Turn to your neighbors and say, “You want it when you’re ready.”  

I mean when you know you got to go, I know you want it.  You 

want it.  Now, if you catch him right now, he had me working out 

all my leg.  Yeah, he’s not going to be able to allow right now, by 

taking all the challenges.  So I did, I put him up against a guy.  

He’s like, “No, I’m not going to fool with that.”  When you’re not 

ready, you know you’re not -- but when you’re ready, I meet folks, 

I mean it’s time to make this pay off.  I mean the trouble is when 

you pay off, all your time will go into church.  Well you say, 

“You’re going to church for?  He’s going to church 25 years, three 

times a week and can't even defeat a mosquito.” 

 

00:40:10 

 

That’s what it’s for.  I mean go, think about all the training, all 

the training to get in, you get all the training.  It’s in those times 

in adversary where you have the opportunity to use them.  You 

have the opportunity to use them.   We’re going to stop right here. 

 

 Psalms 66, the last one.  And I’ll make you come back next week 

to get the rest.  Psalms 66, here we go.  This is the reason we have 

trouble and it’s very similar to what Peter said.  Peter said, “We 

have trouble because it’s tested as gold, as gold is tested through 

fire.”  Basically, what Peter was saying, because you go through 

the test, it allows you come out better.  Everybody, say better.  

The whole objective -- the whole objective, when God is testing 

you, when God is allowing you to go through something, the whole 

objective from God’s standpoint is to bring you out better.  Say, 

“Better.”  Better.  Better.  Gold goes through that fire in order to 

bring that gold out better.  It’s better when it comes out, it’s better 

than when it went in.  It’s better.  It’s in better condition.  It’s 

stronger, it has a better gloss.  It’s purified, it’s solid.  It’s better. 

 

 So, God’s whole objective in bringing us through trials and test, is 

to bring us out better.  Everybody, say “better.”  Better, come out 

better.  I would even say this, God uses trials in order to promote 
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us.  In order to promote us.  Even in school, you’re not promoted 

in school without a test.  You don’t pass a class in school without 

a test.  Now, when I was in school, we had at least two tests a 

year.  We had a midterm and a final at least.  You had to pass 

that test before you could go to the next level.  Test bring 

promotion if you pass and successfully, God’s time to promote us. 

 

 Even the graduate from high school now, you have to pass a basic 

skills test.  Test, they’re treated properly, brings promotions.  God 

is trying to bring you to a better place.  He’s trying to bring you 

all better.  He’s trying to promote us.  He’s trying to bring us to a 

better place and He uses a test to do it the same as fire is used to 

bring gold out better.  Look at Psalms 66, let’s look at verse 10.  

Psalms 66 verse 10 because I’ll read verse 10 through 12, watch 

this.  Psalms 66 verse 10, “For thou, O God, hast proved or tested 

us, thou hast tried or refined us as silver is tried.  Thou broughtest 

us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins.  Thou hast 

caused men to ride over our heads; we went through the fire.”  

Remember what Peter said about the fire, “We through the fire 

and through the water, but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy 

place.” 

 

 Notice that he didn’t leave them in the fire, he brought them out.  

He had a better place, he wanted to bring them out to.  He brought 

them out to a wealthy or an abundant place.  So there, you see 

God’s purpose.  God’s purpose is to bring you through all that, to 

bring you.  So for most, it’s to bring you out to a wealthy place, to 

bring you out to abundant place.  So God’s vantage, His viewpoint, 

He’s always trying to make you better.  He’s always trying to 

promote you.  He’s always trying to bring-- and that’s what is, 

that we went through the fire and we went through the water.  

But when we came out, glory to God.  We came out to a wealthy 

place. 

 

00:44:56 

 

 You got to remember now when you’re going through, you’re going 

through not to stay there, but you’re on your way to a wealthy 

place as you travel through the trouble.  A wealthy place in God 

and that signifies a place of abundance, a place where God’s 

riches, a place where God himself is preparing for you, to bring 

promotion in your life.  So you look at trouble and trials, now as a 

launching pad to bring you to a wealthy place plays a promotion 

because that will make you feel much better when you’re going 
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through the fire, doesn’t it?  “Oh, so He’s there to test.  He’s there 

to test.”  But ultimately, God wants to bring us out to a better 

place.  He didn’t want to leave them in the fire.  He didn’t want to 

leave them in the water, but he said, now has brought us now to 

a wealthy place. 

 

 And see, that’s why we were rejoicing, they were looking back on 

it.  That’s what they got out into the wealthy place.  After they got 

out, see here’s what you’re going through.  So when you look back 

at it.  He said, “Oh, God, I see exactly what You’re doing.  I see 

why You sent me through that.  I see, I understand now.  I can 

handle what I’m handling today, if I hadn’t been able to go 

through what I lived through yesterday.”  So you don’t hear me?  

You don’t hear me?  So to bring us out -- to bring us out, He’ll 

bring us out to promote us to a wealthy place. 

 

 I’m going to stop right there.  I’m not finished, but I will stop and 

we’ll have to finish, I have about three left, I believe.  Number 

eight, number nine, and number 10, I asked why -- why, when you 

want to ask, why?  This is why, this is what the Bible says, why 

we have troubles.  So, we’ll finish looking at the rest of these, 

giving you some biblical answers, as to why, as to why, as to why, 

as to why, as to why, as to why.  Well you have to suffer through, 

an illness, we have to suffer through the death of a family 

member, when you have to suffer through persecution on your job 

or even in your own family, these are just some Bible answers to 

help you understand why, to help you understand why. 

 

 I don’t have all the answers; I don’t think the Bible give us all the 

answers.  There are some things only God knows, only God knows.  

But if we’ll trust Him, if we will trust Him, and see, we’ll just trust 

Him.  We’ll trust Him and we’ll just trust Him.  We’ll trust Him.  

Jesus got in trouble, but He trusted God so, He didn’t even want 

to come out of trouble. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 Jesus got it, but He trusted God so, there was trouble.  He didn’t 

even want to come out.  He trusted God.  He trusted God in 

trouble.  He was in trouble, but His trust was so loving from a 

faithful God, His heavenly Father.  He didn’t want to come out of 

trouble, because he trusted God.  He trusted God. 
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 You’ll get the point in life, wherein just we’re trouble, you know, 

you’re even necessarily in a hurry to get up, because you love God, 

and you trust Him, you trust God, trust God.  We thank now, 

we’re able to trust Him.  In the middle of our trouble, we trust 

God.  Remain faithful to Him even though you’re being tested.  It’s 

an opportunity for you to prove your faith. Amen.  Praise God. 

 

(Music Playing/Prayer: 00:49:11 - 00:49:30) 

 

It takes you a long way but you will just heed that because as he 

mentioned, everybody will ask why and everybody is going run in 

trouble.  Some people run through trouble.  Some people stay in 

trouble.  Some people avoid it.  Some will die in it.  Some of the 

keys that He’s given in terms of trouble and the understanding of 

in your life. 

 

 The Bible even says, the man born of woman is a few days and 

full of trouble. 

 

00:50:02 

 

 Even in fire late at night, we even start back working out and do 

you know, it makes a difference when you got your place 

(00:50:12).  I had an experience just last night, my wife called me 

into the bedroom.  She said she has seen a bug run behind the 

dresser and she wanted me to move the dresser to get the bug and 

the problem was, we have a solid wood dresser, triple drawer with 

a full-length mirror sitting on top of it.  And you see, there was a 

time when I was James’ age, when I’ve been working out 

regularly, I would’ve put my shoulders at anything and it 

wouldn’t have batted an eyelash.  And every time they lift that 

dresser, it was full of clothes.  This thing looked like it weighed 

about 700 pounds.  I said, “The Lord is with that bug tonight 

because that bug’s faith. 

 

And you see, I knew right off the bat, my muscle couldn’t handle 

the trouble of that dresser.  So, we need our faith muscles built 

that when we run up against obstacles, we’re in shape to deal with 

it, a truly, truly awesome advantage. 

 

 Don’t forget we’re going to have Dollars and Cents class tomorrow 

morning at 10 a.m.  This is the class that is being going on now 

well over a year.  C. Elijah pointed out tonight that the majority 

of our trouble is due to, I don’t know whether you call it stupidity 
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or ignorance.  I was in a meeting earlier this week and the man 

was discussing something that I was not familiar with and I told 

him I said, “Look, we’re just ignorant about.”  He said, “You’re not 

ignorant, you’re just uninformed.”  And as I thought about it, 

there is a difference between ignorance and uninformed. 

 

 Uninformed is when you just don’t know.  The root of ignorance 

is ignore.  It’s when you’ve been presented the knowledge, but you 

choose to just ignore it.  For those of you that have financial 

trouble, that was a Dollars and Cents class for it and it teaches 

people.  And we got so many testimonies of how people’s financial 

situation has been turned around, because you see, money is still 

one of the biggest trouble areas that we have, and most often we 

have trouble in money. 

 

Every time I have gone into check and to dig in, we have trouble 

in money because we don’t know how to handle and how to use 

that money, and how to manage it possibly and that’s what the 

Dollars and Cents class is all about.  At 10 a.m. tomorrow, if you 

have any money troubles at all, and even if you don’t have any 

money trouble, the road to where he was talking about, he said 

God took the people to a wealthy place.  You’re not going to find 

stupid people in a wealthy place.  That’s just the point blank 

truth.  So even if we get money, if you’re stupid, you ain’t going to 

hold onto it.  That’s how folk, you win the lottery, you end up in a 

mess, for years after they won the lottery. 

 

 You’re not going to find stupid folk in a wealthy place and even if 

they get there, they won’t stay there.  The Dollars and Cents class 

will teach us sense about our money and about our economic and 

about our finance.  So, if you have money trouble, remember 10 

a.m. tomorrow morning, be here for the Dollars and Cents class.  

If there’s anyone here tonight and you want to dedicate or 

rededicate your life unto Jesus, the altar of God is now open and 

we invite you to come right now because salvation, all for 

rededication who are in the midst of trouble, that there is one that 

can take that, shelter you, give you the strength to overcome that, 

same as forgiveness.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 So don’t forget, we have an offering table on the back, the red and 

blue boxes.  Be sure to leave it on.  If you read the verse right after 

where C. Elijah talked about it, and took them into a wealthy 

place that was the 10th to the 12th verse.  If you read the 13th 
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verse of that chapter, the seek the temple of Solomon.  And right 

after that, they went and he gave offering onto God. 

 

 So, right after God took them to the place, he understood where 

(00:54:39) and the table on the back, it is an offering table and 

there’s a table on the back and it’s an offering table.  And we don’t 

take up your offering where we have the bucket around.  You have 

to walk to God’s hall and that’s the way it is supposed to be done.  

You took yourself to the altar.  Folks now, they’re too lazy.  You 

took it to the altar.  So, take your offering to the altar of God, an 

offering for the house. 

 

00:55:02 

 

 Well, amen.  Amen.  We truly thank C. Elijah for that awesome 

message that he brought to us upon this night. 

 

(Music Playing/Prayer: 00:55:34 - 00:57:49) 

 

00:57:49 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5674.mp3

