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C. Elijah: Father, we just worship you and we glorify your name, we glorify 

you and (00:00:04).  We love you, Lord.  We thank you for your 

presence in the sanctuary tonight.  Thank you for each person 

here.  We thank you, Lord, for this anointing time to submit 

ourselves and yield ourselves to your words (00:00:18) and the 

Holy Spirit, our great teacher.  Father, I pray less of me and more 

of you, none of me and all of you.  Speak through my vocal cords 

and think through my mind.  In Jesus’ name and every heart say, 

“Amen.”  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 If you open your Bibles just briefly tonight to the Book of Psalms, 

Psalms 107 and I want to look at verse 21 and verse 22.  Psalms 

107 verses 21 and 22.  When you get that, say, “Amen.”  Well let’s 

read those two verses there together in unison.  Ready?  Read. 

 

 “Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His 

wonderful works to the children of men!  And let them sacrifice 

the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare His works with 

rejoicing.” 

 

 Let’s read that again.  “Oh that men would praise the Lord for His 

goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!  

And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare 

His works with rejoicing.” 

 

 Look at verse 22.  “And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of 

thanksgiving.”  I just want to use that a subject tonight.  A 

sacrifice of thanksgiving.  A sacrifice of thanksgiving.  Turn to 

your neighbor and say, “A sacrifice of thanksgiving.”  Sacrifice of 

thanksgiving. 

 

 I love that in verse 21, “Oh that men would praise the Lord for 

His goodness.”  For His goodness.  For His goodness.  “And for His 

wonderful works to the children of men!  And let them sacrifice 

the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare His works with 

rejoicing.”  A sacrifice of thanksgiving. 

 

 The Lord actually dealt with me about this concerning 

thanksgiving after a few weeks ago, probably about three weeks 

ago now and it was not a particular day that I was -- the day 

wasn’t starting off too good.  I had to see some depressing news 

early that morning and it started just happening all in a twist.  

Let’s all twist it up.  And I found myself lying on my bed, pinching 

myself and just gritting my teeth and just complaining, just 
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murmuring, and I mean I was just squalling and just having my 

own little temper tantrums, if you will. 

 

 And then, right in the midst of that as I was having my own little 

pity party, how many of you know that sometimes you just want 

to have a pity party?  Sometimes, you just want to feel sorry for 

yourself.  You want to just say, “Whoa!  It’s me.  Nothing never 

works out with me.  I can’t believe this has happened.  Can 

anything else happen?”  You feel like the whole world is caving in 

on you.  Sometimes you feel like nothing is going your way.  You 

can’t take anymore bad news and you headed up to hear.  And so, 

I was having one of those morning and I just put my head under 

pillow and just clicked the cell over my head, just about to kick 

myself. 

 

 And in the midst of while I was doing that, the Lord on the inside 

and I heard these two words rise up on the inside of me, He 

something said, “Give thanks.  Give thanks.”  And the moment I 

heard it, a light went up on the inside of me and I mean, I knew 

exactly how and what the Lord was leading me to do.  And I 

realized that it wasn’t convenient for me to give thanks because I 

was having a bad morning.  I just receive some depressing news 

and going through some things, and it wasn’t really a convenient 

time to give thanks.  But I realized.  He said, “Give thanks.”  And 

I realized that that would be a sacrifice of thanksgiving. 

 

00:05:03 

 

 And I began to give thanks.  When I changed my tune and I 

stopped my moaning and groaning and I begin to give thanks and 

I glorified and then thanked God.  And I want you to know the 

depression left me.  That left the world.  It left me.  That left me.  

And the whole atmosphere was just filled with thanksgiving and 

the presence of God came back into my life and a powerful way of 

the Lord, just managed to fill me and I just rejoiced with Him for 

the rest of that day.  And so, I learned something there, about a 

sacrifice of thanksgiving. 

 

 Turn over to 1 Thessalonians Chapter 5.  1 Thessalonians 

Chapter 5.  That’s on the New Testament, towards the back of the 

New Testament.  It will be just a few books in front of Revelation.  

So, you can flip to Revelation and then just flip back five to six 

books or so and then you will run into 1 Thessalonians.  And 

there’s a 1 and 2 Thessalonians, but we’re going to look at 1 
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Thessalonians.  1 Thessalonians Chapter 5.  1 Thessalonians 

Chapter 5.  I want you to see verse 18.  1 Thessalonians Chapter 

5, verse 18.  When you get there say, “Amen.”  And read this in 

unison with me. 

 

 “In every thing give thanks:  for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus concerning you.”  And so, I realized that God was not 

leading me to give thanks because it was a few weeks before 

Thanksgiving Day.  I thank God for Thanksgiving Day, but as 

Christians, thanksgiving for us is a part of our life.  It’s part of 

our lifestyle, that’s the way we live. 

 

 So, thanksgiving is not just a one-day event.  I heard a pastor say 

this.  I thought it made a lot of sense.  He said, “We had to have 

one day for grumbling and complaining and 364 days of 

thanksgiving.”  That makes a lot of sense, doesn’t it?  On 

Thanksgiving Day, itself, so often, we’re so busy preparing for 

thanksgiving especially women, they have to cook and clean and 

make preparations and do all of these things.  They’re so busy and 

they’re so tired.  The only thanks they give at the end of the day, 

they say, “Thank God it’s over.”  In their busyness, they have 

really missed the whole meaning of the day and what God is doing 

in the earth in that time of celebration. 

 

 And so, in everything, in everything, in everything, give thanks.  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “In everything.”  In everything.  

In everything.  In everything, not just in the good times, none of 

that, not just when you have plenty of money, not just when all of 

you be able to pay.  I mean, not just when your relationships are 

good and your job is doing good.  Not just when you’re feeling good.  

Not just when your family is well and your children are behaving, 

and everything is going well.  Not just in good times.  He says, “In 

everything, give thanks.”  This is the will of God in Christ 

concerning you.  That’s God’s will.  I realized God wanted me to 

give thanks because that’s His will.  That was His will.  That’s 

our way.  That’s His way for His people, is to live a life of 

thanksgiving. 

 

 And so, I realized that in everything, in everything, in everything, 

not just the good times, but even in the bad times.  Thanksgiving 

is supposed to be a continual part of our lives as believers.  

Something I found out about Paul -- I really haven’t really noticed 

this before, Paul -- I mean, he just gave thanks all the time.  He 

never stopped.  He was -- and I really looked at the essence of his 
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life and I said, “This was the most thankful praising man that 

ever walked the face of the earth.”  He gave thanks.  He gave 

thanks all the time. 

 

 In Ephesians, it’s 5:20.  You don’t have to turn there, but it says, 

“Giving thanks always.”  Giving thanks always.  Notice that, 

always.  It didn’t say in good times when everything is going well. 

 

 It’s easy to give thanks when everything is going well, isn’t it?  

When you’re on top of the world, it’s easy to give thanks.  But he 

said, “Giving thanks always.”  Always looking for some other 

phrases, I found in his writing. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 He said, “I thank my God always.”  Another verse he says, “I cease 

not to give thanks.”  He said it didn’t stop.  He didn’t stop.  I mean, 

he’s just forever.  He’s like energized the body.  He just keeps 

going and going and going.  He said, “I cease not to give thanks.” 

Now notice that.  Thanksgiving never ceased in his life.  It was a 

continual fountain overflowing. 

 

 Colossians 2:7 says, “We got to be abounding.”  Abounding means 

overflowing.  Thanksgiving comes out of overflowing heart.  It’s 

an overflowing heart of thanksgiving.  We got to be abounding.  

The Bible says you got to be abounding in your daily life with 

thanksgiving.  You ought to be running over in your daily life with 

thanksgiving.  You ought to be running over with it.  I mean, you 

ought to be running over with, I mean you got to be running over 

with so much, it’s just infectious.  You infect other people with it.  

It’s running over with thanksgiving, abounding therein with 

thanksgiving. 

 

 Most people want to wait until things get better before they give 

thanks.  They want to wait until circumstances change.  And so, 

they come out of what they’re going through.  But actually, it’s in 

those hard times where it’s actually more important for us to give 

thanks for right in the middle of trouble, when you’re going right 

in the -- when you’re right in the middle of some terrible presence, 

circumstance, it’s those times that actually more important, 

giving thanks because on those times, it becomes a sacrifice of 

thanksgiving.  It becomes a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  And I begin 

to see that under the Old Covenant, that was literally one of the 
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sacrifices they offer.  It was a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  It was a 

sacrifice of thanksgiving. 

 

 And under the New Covenant, we understand -- open the Book of 

Hebrews Chapter 13, verse 15.  So, let us continually.  Let us 

continually give praise to God.  Let us continually.  Let us 

continually praise God.  And it just says, “That is, the fruit of our 

lips giving thanks.”  Let us continually.  Let us continually.  His 

praise shall continually be in our mouth and he says, “That is, the 

fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.” 

 

 So, notice.  There’s something that’s continuous in the good times, 

in the bad times, when it’s easy, and when it’s hard.  I read these 

two translations.  One translation says, “Under all circumstances, 

give thanks to God.”  Under all circumstances, give thanks to God. 

 

 Another translation.  I really like this one.  It says, “Make it a 

habit to thank God.”  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Make it a 

habit.”  Make it a habit.  Make it a habit to thank God.  Make it a 

habit.  Make it a habit.  I mean, you could train your spirit where 

-- I mean, thanksgiving really flows out of a -- it flows really out 

of your heart.  It flows out of God’s spirit.  When God’s spirit is 

residing and form this in your heart, automatically thanksgiving 

of the manifestation of that.  And so, make it a habit.  Make it a 

habit.  Make it a habit to thank God always.  Make it a habit. 

 

 You know how you do some things that’s not a habit, you just do 

it out of habit.  Make it a habit to thank God.  You got to do it on 

purpose to thank God.  Even when you get good news, when you 

get bad news.  Make it a habit.  Make it a habit to thank God.  

Make it a habit. 

 

 And there’s something powerful, we’ll get into a little later about 

when you do that.  So, we’re talking about a sacrifice.  A sacrifice 

of thanksgiving.   I never forget a testimony that I heard Kenneth 

Copeland give, and I told this before, but it has just really branded 

on my spirit.  He said that he and his family went out one evening 

to a rodeo and they had a wonderful time.  He and his different 

relatives and they went out to dinner following and it’s only at 

home that night as he just about to get in the bed, he got a 

telephone call from his son.  And his son called and said, “Dad.” 

 

00:15:01 
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 And he said, “Your niece was killed in a car accident on the way 

home from dinner tonight.”  And Brother Copeland said when he 

hung up in that phone, he said all of his inside(ph) felt like 

screaming out in anger and terror, anguish, pain and hurt, and 

grief he just felt.  I mean, he just felt like bursting from the inside.  

But he said as he rose to his feet, his hands went up in the air and 

he begin to give thanks.  He began to praise God.  He began to 

give thanks.  And it’s at that moment, so that became a sacrifice.  

That became a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  He wasn’t doing it 

because he felt like it.  He wasn’t doing it because of 

circumstances were all good.  He was doing it because God is God 

and God is good.  Amen?  That’s a sacrifice.  That’s a sacrifice.  It’s 

a sacrifice.  A sacrifice of thanksgiving.  A sacrifice of 

thanksgiving. 

 

 The Apostle Paul wrote this.  You don’t have to turn there, but 2 

Corinthians Chapter 2, verse 14 says, “Now, thanks be to God.”  

He said now.  When?  He said now.  See, a lot of people want to -- 

they want to wait until later when everything is better.  He said, 

“No, now.”  Now.  Right in the middle of your situation.  Now, 

thanks be to God.  Right now.  Say, “Right now.”  Right now.  Now, 

thanks be to God.  Right in the middle of any kind of 

circumstances or test or trial.  Now, thanks be to God.  Now, 

thanks be to God.  So, we talked about a sacrifice.  The sacrifice 

of thanksgiving.  A sacrifice of thanksgiving.  Now thanks be to 

God. 

 

 If you recall, open the Book of Acts, when Paul and Silas were in 

prison and I want you to see this.  They had been wrongfully 

imprisoned.  The Bible says that the magistrate had given charge 

and the soldiers tore off their clothes and beat them, and throw 

them in prison.  Their feet in stocks and (00:17:29).  Wrongfully 

accused.  Now, they’re out doing the ministry.  Paul is out 

preaching and he’s spreading the gospel and getting people saved 

and delivered, bringing healing.  They’re doing God’s word and 

they’re thrown in prison right in the middle of doing God’s word.  

Now, how many of you know that gave you reason to grumble and 

complain?  That will give you reason to grumble and complain.   

 

 I’ll never forget my mother.  She gives a testimony.  She says she 

was delivering groceries to a woman in need and in the middle of 

her delivering groceries, she got a parking ticket.  That’s amazing.  

You can be right in the middle of doing God’s will. 
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 And so, Paul and Silas were right in the middle of ministering, 

they’re thrown in jail.  But the Bible says at midnight.  At 

midnight.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “At midnight.”  See, at 

midnight, that’s the darkest hour.  That’s when things are at the 

worst and there’s a midnight.  In every life, we’ll all go through a 

midnight, where it’s so dark, you can’t bear it.  Things happen at 

midnight.  And so, at midnight, when things were at their worst.  

It’s the darkest hour. 

 

 The Bible says Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises.  Their 

backs were beaten and bleeding.  Their feet were in stocks.  They 

were in a dark dungeon, wrongfully accused doing God’s work and 

they could’ve complained.  They could have said, “God, why did 

you let this happen to us?  You’re hindering your own work.  Why 

are we suffering?  We’re doing your work.”  He didn’t do that. 

 

 The Bible says they prayed and sang praises onto God.  They 

prayed and sang praises.  And the Bible says the other prisoners 

heard them.  Glory to God!  They just had service in there.  They 

had service.  They were whipped, beaten, and chained in darkness 

in their darkest hour, and they began to thank God, praise God.  

Praise God.  Thank God.  They thank God and they just praised 

and sang and they prayed and sang, talking about a sacrifice.  

Sacrifice of thanksgiving. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 Now you better believe that means something to God.  You better 

believe that.  When that happened, something changed.  The 

Bible says that prison shook.  It shook the door flew open.  The 

chains were loose.  Just happened after they prayed and began to 

praise God.  When they gave a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  The 

power of God hit their situation and set them free. 

 

 But notice the power of God didn’t hit it until they prayed and 

begin to praise God.  They gave a sacrifice.  When they gave a 

sacrifice, God accepted that sacrifice and He began to move in 

their situation, so sacrifice.  And I believe that’s what the Lord 

wanted to say.  It’s in those times when you don’t feel like it.  It’s 

in those times when the darkness hour of your life.  It’s in those 

times where it seems like the circumstances were just too bad you 

want to cry, it hurt so bad.  God says, “Give me a sacrifice of 

thanksgiving.” 
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 In those times -- it’s easy to do it when everything is well, but in 

those times, it becomes a sacrifice.  It becomes a sacrifice when 

you are thanking God for who He is.  You are thanking God for 

who He is and that God is good no matter what.  You can bring 

everything you want to bring against me but you will not steal my 

sacrifice of thanksgiving.  I’m going to thank God no matter what.  

I’m going to praise God no matter what.  No matter what. 

 

 The sacrifice.  It’s the sacrifice.  I didn’t say it was easy, that’s 

why it’s called the sacrifice.  So, sacrifice means you got to lay 

something on the altar and kill it.  See, you got to lay your feelings 

on that altar and kill it.  You got to lay anything that will hinder 

you from giving thanks.  You got to lay that on the altar and kill 

it.  It becomes a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto God. 

 

 Something powerful began to happen there.  One minute they 

were locked up and next minute they prayed and gave thanks, 

praise God they were free in the end.  Not only were they free 

men, they got out of the jail and born again and brought salvation 

in his house(ph) and had dinner with them that night.  Ain’t that 

something?  They went from being locked up prisoners to having 

dinner with the ward of the prison at his own home, after they got 

him saved and baptized and filled with the Holy Ghost.  Isn’t t 

that something?  That’s a sacrifice.  Sacrifice. 

 

 So, Paul, he was an unusual, unusual guy.  He just lived his whole 

life.  He lived it out of thanksgiving.  He lived his whole life out of 

thanksgiving.  There was another time he was in prison and he 

was in Rome in prison and I forget which church has sent to see 

about him, but the church felt so sorry for Paul and they knew he 

was locked up and they knew he had been mistreated.  They felt 

sorry for him and so they sent a couple of messengers to check on 

his welfare and sent a couple of guys to cheer him up.  You know, 

they wanted to bring him some cheer and bring him some joy.  

They knew he was incarcerated and in terrible situation and 

circumstances. 

 

 And so, there were two messengers got there.   They came in to 

cheer Paul up and they came and said, “Paul how are you doing?”  

Paul said, “Are you kidding?  I’m having the time of my life.”  And 

he began to tell what was going on and he began to explain.  He 

said, “I’m in jail for a reason.”  He said, “I’m doing more ministry 

in jail than I was doing free.”  And see, the way they had him in 

jail, they had two soldiers chained to him at all times.  Can you 
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imagine that?  Two soldiers chained to him at all time and they 

switch the shift every four hours.  Every four hours they change 

the soldiers. 

 

 So, Paul had two soldiers chained to him for four hours a day and 

they switch them every four hours.  Paul was preaching to those 

two soldiers.  The two guys that were holding him, he was 

preaching the gospel, they had never heard the gospel.  He took 

that occasion.  They said, “Go anywhere,” they were chained to 

him.  They had to listen to him and he told them about Jesus and 

he preached the gospel, got them born again and the next time 

after those two was -- the next four hours, he comes to a new guy 

and Paul will (00:24:45) and then they will come in and they will 

be chained and he will preach to them four hours, then the next 

two come in.  He did 12 men a day that he got born again.  He got 

12 men a day. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 And when these men went back to Caesar’s Palace in Rome, they 

were spreading the gospel through Caesar’s Palace and it all 

happened because of Paul being locked up in jail. 

 

 He used the occasion for thanksgiving and so when those 

messengers came to see how he was doing, he said, “You’re all 

joking, I’m having the time of my life.”  He said, “I’m doing more 

ministry here and getting more people saved(ph) and rejoicing 

and praising God, thanksgiving!”  He always gave thanks in 

everything.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “In everything.” 

 

 No wonder why he said he’s content in whatever state he finds 

himself in.  Whether rich, poor, hungry or fed, clothed or naked, 

in prison or free, prospering, it didn’t matter, abundant or in need.  

He said, “I’m always happy.  So, Paul was always thankful.  If 

you’re always thankful, you’re always happy.  There’s something 

about it and there’s a sacrifice with the sacrifice of thanksgiving.  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “There’s a sacrifice of 

Thanksgiving.”  A sacrifice of thanksgiving.  

 

 I mean, it’s in those times when it is really not convenient to give 

thanks that becomes a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  Turn over to the 

Book of Jonah, let me show you the Book of Jonah, some amount 

of sacrifice, the sacrifice of thanksgiving.  Jonah is a very short 

book so it may be hard to find but it’s right behind Micah, right in 
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front of Micah, right behind Obadiah, if that helps you any.  It’s 

not too far from Malachi the last book of the Old Testament, so 

you can go to Malachi and start flipping back to the left, five or 

six books and then you’ll run to Jonah there. 

 

 Now here’s something interesting here.  Now, Jonah -- you all 

know the story of Jonah but Jonah ended up here -- he ended up 

in the belly of this great fish.  Now, some scholars, they don’t 

believe that this was a whale because there are certain 

restrictions that a whale has in terms of swallowing a man that 

would not have accommodated Jonah.  And so, the Bible says that 

God prepared a great fish, so this wasn’t just a normal whale, this 

was -- in fact, some scholars they don’t realize how Jonah was able 

to breath for 72 hours.  So, he was in the belly of this great fish 

for three days and so this couldn’t have been a regular whale 

because they said he won’t be able to breathe that long. 

 

 And so, God had prepared a great fish to hold Jonah until Jonah 

came to his senses.  Can you imagine being in the belly of a whale?  

Finding yourself in the belly of a whale.  But anyway, that became 

an occasion for Jonah to talk to God.  How many of you know God 

has a way of getting your attention?  He can put you in prison and 

say God -- you know the old folks say, “You can run but you can’t 

hide.”  Jonah was running but he sure can’t hide, could he?  God 

knows exactly where he was.  The Psalm that said, he said, “Lord, 

if I take the wings of something and fly wings and behold now and 

behold thou art there.”  He said, “I’m making my bed in hell(ph), 

Behold thou art there.  You know my uprising and my 

downsitting, where can I flee from your presence?”  So, there’s no 

way Jonah can hide from God.  So, he ended up in this great fish 

that God had prepared to receive Jonah. 

 

 So, Jonah was in the whale, in the belly of whale and Jonah began 

to pray.  In Verse 1 Chapter 22, he began to pray.  And he prayed 

there for several verses but I want you to see Verse 9, something 

happened in Verse 9.  Delight came on in Jonah and Jonah said -

- now, we are talking about the sacrifice of thanksgiving.  Look at 

Verse 9.  This is Jonah, he said “But I will sacrifice unto thee -- 

 

00:30:00 

 

 with the voice of thanksgiving.”  Jonah gots a hold of -- He said, 

“God I am in the belly of a whale.  Things are not looking too good 

for me right now but I know to thank you anyhow.  Lord, I’m going 
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to choose to thank you anyhow.  God, if you can hear me, thank 

you.”  He began to thank God.  He began to thank God in the belly 

of the whale.  It was a sacrifice.  It wasn’t the most comfortable 

position to be in and it became -- he saw it, he was praying to God 

and the Holy Spirit enlightened on the inside exactly what he 

needed to do.  He said, “Okay, God I see it.  I’m going to thank 

you.  I’m going to thank you for my deliverance while I’m still in 

the belly, while I’m still in the whale.  I give you thanks for 

delivering me.” 

 

 When he offered the sacrifice of thanksgiving -- you read Verse 

10.  The Bible says God spoke to the fish and said, “All right let 

him go.”  Let him go!  God didn’t let him go.  God did not release 

him until he offered a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  A sacrifice -- 

that’s something supernatural of thanksgiving taps you into the 

supernatural power of God.  How the people haven’t had 

deliverances because they haven’t had thanksgiving.  They 

wanted to wait until they got out.  They wanted to get out of the 

whale and then thank God.  How about thanking God while you 

are still in the whale?  Taking a different perspective on 

thanksgiving.  Thank God while you’re still in the whale.  Still in 

the whale is better when thanking God.  Jonah caught a hold of 

that and when he did that, God released him, spit him out on dry 

ground. 

 

 Ain’t that amazing how God commanded the fish, even the fish 

obeyed God.  God’s God.  Isn’t that something?  God is God.  All 

by Himself, He is God.  He is God all by Himself.  Sacrifice of 

thanksgiving.  Jonah got involved in the sacrifice of thanksgiving.  

He is a God -- he said, “I’ll vow for you.  I’m going to give you the 

sacrifice of thanksgiving.  I will thank you while I’m in this 

whale.” 

 

 Glory to God.  Shouting on the inside of a whale.  Jonah is the 

only man in the history that would get that.  No one else ever did 

that but Jonah.  He shouted on the inside of a whale and God 

delivered Him when he offered the sacrifice of what?  

Thanksgiving.  The sacrifice of thanksgiving. 

 

 Let me give you one or two quick things then I’ll be finished.  This 

sacrifice of thanksgiving is something that ushers in the power of 

God.  It’s something that taps into the supernatural.  I mean, it is 

something that -- the prayer of thanksgiving is the highest form 

of prayer because when you pray the prayer of thanksgiving, 
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you’re believing that God already heard your prayer and 

answered.  And when you’re giving thanks, the Bible tells us in 

Philippians 4:6, “And let your requests be made known to God 

with thanksgiving.”  Colossians 4:2 says, “Continue in prayer and 

watch in the same with thanksgiving. 

 

 So, the Bible is very direct about telling us to make sure we 

include thanksgiving in our prayer.  Thanksgiving is what will 

give you the breakthrough.  Thanksgiving.  In fact, you can’t even 

go in before God.  God didn’t even want to hear you coming in 

without thanksgiving.  The Bible says in Psalm 95 Verse 2, “Come 

before His presence with (what?) thanksgiving.”  Psalm 100 Verse 

4.  “Enter into His gate with thanksgiving, into His courts with 

praise.  Be thankful unto Him and bless His name.”  Something 

about thanksgiving moves God.  It moves God.  Jesus got involved.  

Jesus lived a life of thanksgiving.  He thanked God for raising 

Lazarus -- 

 

00:35:00 

 

 -- while Lazarus was still dead.  Jesus took -- He received the fish, 

the two fish and the five loaves.  He received them from a little 

boy’s lunch.  Now, I didn’t realize how small this was.  I always 

thought those are food -- there’s two big (00:35:22) fish he had and 

I thought there five, four loaves of bread that he had. 

 

 When I went back and studied that, that boy’s lunch was so small 

-- think about it.  It was a lunch made for a small boy.  Now what 

momma was feeding their boy a whole, a great big lunch.  Five big 

loaves of bread and two large fish -- no.  When I went back and 

studied that, it’s almost like the boy had a little sardine.  His fish 

was almost -- when I read it, it says that those fish could be eaten 

with one intake.  You can swallow those fish with one.  Those fish 

probably was the size of -- he had a sardine and crackers. 

 

 You know, we’ve always pictured him with a big old loaf of grocery 

bags, two big fish taken out and five loaves of bread.  No, that boy 

had a little -- why would his momma gave him a grocery bag for 

his lunch.  Think about it, he was a small lad.  His momma gave 

him a couple of sardines and some crackers, that was enough to 

feed a small boy.  Think about it.  Jesus took it and he said -- the 

disciples -- how are we going to feed all these and he says, “Well, 

this little boy got a little lunch over here.”  He said, “Bring him 

here.” 
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 Jesus took it and the Bible says he gave thanks.  He gave thanks.  

After he gave thanks, he began to distribute it and that’s when 

the miracle took place.  Jesus gave thanks but it was a sacrifice 

of thanksgiving.  To be honest, it wasn’t much to give thanks over.  

You are making 5,000 men that need to be fed not including the 

women and children, probably about 20,000 people out here this 

day and you’ve got a sardine lunch?  He got two sardines and five 

crackers?  He’s going to feed 20,000 people with two sardines and 

five crackers.  And Jesus gave thanks. 

 

 See, some of you don’t have much right now but you need to God 

thanks for the little bit that you do have.  God never gave you 

more until you’re thankful for the little that you do have.  Become 

more thankful.  (00:37:54) we always want more and we’ve 

somehow lost thankful of what we do have.  Thank God for what 

you do have.  Thank God even if it’s just little, give Him thanks.  

Become the sacrifice -- because when it’s little and it’s not enough, 

you should give thanks to God, the sacrifice of thanksgiving.  The 

miracle power of God once again showed up there in the ministry 

of Jesus.  It’s because of the sacrifice of thanksgiving.  I can go on 

and on.  This has been constant because of the sacrifice of 

thanksgiving. 

 

 Jehoshaphat, Second Chronicles Chapter 20, you don’t have turn 

it but you’ll see it again.  Three armies were coming against God’s 

people, Judah and Jehoshaphat was seen and Jehoshaphat 

prayed, God answered his prayer, they begin to give thanks.  And 

here’s something I began to learn.  The power of thanksgiving is, 

it will -- not only does it usher in the miracle power of God but 

thanksgiving when you are in the middle of trouble because 

Jehoshaphat was in trouble, he and the people were afraid 

because three multitudes of armies were coming against them.  

They were surely afraid. But he began to give thanks and I begin 

to see there.  Thanksgiving leads to peace.  Say that with me, 

“Thanksgiving leads to peace.”  It leads to peace. 

 

 So that’s why God wants you to give a sacrifice of thanksgiving 

when you’re in trouble when you’re going through.  It will lead 

you into peace.  When I was going through and I was about to pull 

my hair out, when I begin to give thanks, peace came over me.  I 

was no longer afraid, -- 

 

00:40:00 
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 -- no longer worried, peace.  Thanksgiving always leads to peace.  

Philippians 4:6 says, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 

be made known to God; with thanksgiving and the peace of God, 

shall come in and guard your hearts and your minds.”  So, 

thanksgiving always leads to peace. 

 

 And so, God told Jehoshaphat and the people one thing.  He said, 

“Do not be afraid.”  That was His only command.  Do not be afraid.  

Don’t worry.  God said, “Don’t worry about these three armies 

coming against you.  I’ll fight the battle for you.  But I will require 

this, do not be afraid, no fear.”  The only way Jehoshaphat could 

achieve from fearing were thanksgiving because thanksgiving -- 

you’re not going to be afraid if you’re giving God thanks.  Because 

thanksgiving causes you to focus on what God is doing.  

Everybody see that?  Thanksgiving makes you focus on what God 

is doing in your life.  So, there’s no fear when you’re doing that.  

Fear is when you’re focusing on what the devil is doing but 

thanksgiving focuses on what God is doing. 

 

 And so, the only way Jehoshaphat could keep the people from not 

fearing -- this isn’t in Bible but I believe the Holy Spirit inspires 

Jehoshaphat to do this.  He heals -- he appointed people to do 

nothing but praise God.  He put them in front of the army and he 

did that because as long as they gave thanks and praised God, no 

fear would enter the camp.  No fear. 

 

 They had to march out the next day going to face three armies 

and God says, “Do not be afraid.  Whatever you do, do not be 

afraid.”  The only way they can accomplish that, those prayers(ph) 

had to be out front, praises had to be out front.  Giving thanks 

and praising God and as long as the army could hear them giving 

thanks and praising God, it removed fear.  Thanksgiving will 

always lead you into peace.  It’ll always lead you into peace. 

 

 If you ever find yourself afraid, I guarantee you, there’s no 

thanksgiving going on in your life.  Thanksgiving always focuses 

on what God will do in your life.  Once again, God gave us 

supernatural deliverance as Jehoshaphat in Judah as a result of 

thanksgiving. 

 

 The Bible literally says when God -- when the singers begin to 

sing and praise God, the Bible says God sent an ambush against 
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their enemy.  He didn’t move until they started singing.  Ain’t that 

something?  God waited until they start singing, until they 

started giving thanks, before he moved.  Some of you want God to 

move?  Maybe he is waiting to hear something from you.  

Thanksgiving.  I begin to see that coming through.  He didn’t 

move for Paul and Silas until he heard them singing praise.  

Thanksgiving. 

 

 Turn to your neighbor and say, “Sacrifice of thanksgiving.”  The 

sacrifice of thanksgiving.  I’m going to stop right there.  I don’t 

want to be too long.  I’m really out of time.  Got a lot more I like 

to share but I always promise you that I try to brief.  I’m going to 

stop right there and just meditate on that and begin to rekindle 

the flame of thanksgiving in your life. 

 

 The Lord dealt with me about it, about three weeks ago I had -- 

when I began to see this, I had literally slipped.  I had let 

thanksgiving slip in my life and as a result of letting thanksgiving 

slip in my life, I was more burdened down and more worried and 

more fearful.  And the Lord said to me give thanks.  Give thanks.  

Don’t let it slip and as you celebrate thanksgiving, just don’t make 

it one day, make it a way of life.  Thank God, praise God.  Thank 

God.  Give Him thanks.  I want you to just stand and thank Him 

right know.  Stand and thank Him right now. 

 

 Praise God.  Glory to God.  We thank you Father.  We thank you 

right now Father!  We thank you right now Father!  We thank 

you right now!  Every day may not be all right.  We may be going 

through some things, but that’s a sacrifice. 

 

00:45:00 

 

 It’s a sacrifice of thanksgiving right now.  A sacrifice of 

thanksgiving right now.  We thank you Lord.  We bless you Lord.  

We thank you Lord.  We bless you Lord.  We give you thanks.  We 

give you thanks Lord.  We give you thanks.  We give you thanks 

Father.  We give you thanks.  We thank you Father.  We thank 

you.  Praise God.  Glory to God.  Sacrifice the thanksgiving.  Give 

thanks.  Next you want to complain, give thanks instead.  Next 

time you want to grumble as long(ph), give thanks instead.  Next 

time you want to talk about something (00:46:15) give thanks 

instead.  Give thanks instead.  The sacrifice of thanksgiving. 

 

00:46:29 
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