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C. Elijah: Father, we loved you and we bless your name tonight God, and 

we open ourselves to you and yield and submit ourselves to you.   

And Father, I just play less of me more of you, none of me and all 

of you.  Speak to my vocal chords and think through my mind.  

Father, we depend upon the Holy Spirit that great teacher 

tonight.  And Father, we just give you thank for your word God in 

Jesus name, let every heart say, amen, amen.  Give your neighbor 

a hug and bless them for something else. 

 

 Tonight, I’m not going to be long, I’m just want to share something 

briefly.  And I believed the Lord drop to my heart, thinking about 

this time of year and the fact that this is the last Friday service 

of this year, so thinking about the end of the year and then 

thinking about the beginning of a New Year and just taking time 

to reflect them.  And normally, this is the time of year where you 

sort of critical(ph) year and you begin making plans for the next 

year. 

 

 And normally, this is the time when you start making mental 

notes and even writing down different goals and aspirations.   

Things that you want to change, things that you want to be 

different in your life.  And this is normally at the end of the year 

going into the beginning of a new year that you normally take 

time to do that.  And so I did and I just sort of took inventory and 

I thought about some of the goals that I want to set for myself for 

the next year.   

 

And I thought about things we are all thinking about, you know 

what I would like to lose some weight and I would like to get in 

better shape, and I would like to eat better.  You know certain 

amount of money I would like to earn, certain amount of money I 

would like to save, certain amount of money I would like to invest, 

and certain things I want to do, or certain places I want to go. 

 

 We’re just making goals and aspirations and the different 

changes and adjustments that I wanted to make in my life and all 

of those things are good, all of those things are necessary and we 

should strive to get better and then make changes and the hell 

adjustments in our lives as you go into a new year, another 

dimension of life. 

 

 But in the midst of me doing that in my heart of heart, in my heart 

of heart, I can feel and I knew it in my innermost being that there 

was really one, only one aspiration that I really truly have.  One 
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aspiration that I really have.  And it’s simply to put God first in 

my life, put God first in my life. 

 

 Turnover to the book of Matthew Chapter 6 Verse, it was very 

common to us.  But my heart’s desire is simply to be with God, to 

better my relationship with God, that I might know him, that I 

might regain fellowship that I lost, that I might get back into a 

place in God where I want to have, that I might know him.  Just 

a hunger -- you know to be honest -- the other goals didn’t mean 

anything.  You know losing weight, I’m fine as it is.  I didn’t need 

to lose any weight. 

 

 You know as I really thought about the other goals, it didn’t mean 

that much to me.  You know they’re good aspiration and we should 

seek to do better in life, but what my heart was really hungry for 

with God.  I was really hungry for God -- and I begin to say -- I 

begin to just know him myself, you’re not in the place in God 

where you ought to be.  And I miss my heavenly Father.  And I 

know how it feels, I miss, there is something I miss.  I longed for 

him, but in the Psalm, it said, “As the hart panteth after the water 

brooks, so did my soul long after thee, O God. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 And so there was a heart hunger that I had.  And that’s really my 

only and true aspiration.  And all of my other aspirations will flow 

out of that aspiration.  If I can get the first one right.  And also 

the Lord begin to show, if I can get the first all right, if I can make 

sure that God is first in my life, if he’s the object of my affection 

and my desire, all my other aspirations that turned out all right. 

 

 And I began to change my list and so I just -- I threw that list so 

there’s just going to be one item on my list for the next year.  And 

as to have God first in my life.  And that I want to use that as my 

subject tonight, First Thing’s First.  First Thing’s First.  He is 

first, and now it’s time to let him be first.  Let he who is first, be 

first.  He is the Alpha, let him who is first, let him now, be first. 

 

 And as I pondered even what to share tonight, the Lord 

confronted and gave this verse here and verse we all know but 

Matthew Chapter 6 Verse 33, Matthew Chapter 6 Verse 33.  Let’s 

read it together in unison.  Matthew 6:33.  “But seek ye first.”   

Everybody say first.  Now notice that we were talking about First 

Thing’s First.  Now Jesus didn’t have to say first, he could have 
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said, just seek the kingdom of God.  And he was righteous, it 

means that all things that he added to -- he didn’t just say just 

seek the kingdom of God, did he? 

 

 He said, “But seek ye first.”  He plays party of seeking the 

kingdom of God, and the things of God and he place it first.  And 

there’s something Jesus is letting us in on as he was teaching 

here.  “Seek ye first.”  Let’s go ahead and read it together, “But 

seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added unto you.”  We were talking about 

First Thing’s First.  Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness. 

 

 The amplified bible read to there, “Seek ye first God’s way of doing 

and being right, and all these things shall be added unto you.”  

And what the Lord was just teaching me in this was that he was 

showing me that in this next year, that’s coming up.  He was 

showing me I need to put my life back in order, put my life back 

in proper order, put it in proper order.  It’s alright to go after an 

increase in finances, all right to go after better health, and to go 

after material things and more success.  It’s alright to do those 

things but first things must be first. 

 

 And seek ye first, seek ye first, seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

or God’s way of doing things and his way of being right and all 

these other things would be added unto you.  Now I began to see 

that if I can just get that first aspiration, all of my other goals and 

dreams and aspiration will take care of themselves. 

 

 And Jesus taught this and he was -- what I gained from this is 

that he’s talking about order, putting your life back in order.  And 

I realized even among so many Christians today, people’s lives 

are in such bad shape and it’s because their lives are out of order.    

He really think about it.  People -- you know I’ve read a lot of the 

prayer requests that we get through the Mountain Wings 

Ministries and I read all of the requests where people they just 

want an instant fix from God in a certain situation.  But you know 

in my heart of hearts I know that the root of the problem is the 

lives are out of order, the lives are out of order.   

 

00:10:00 

 

 And so regardless, revealing to my heart for this upcoming year, 

is to put your life back in order.  And the way you put your life 
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back in order is to put God first.  My father had assist (00:10:14) 

and his principle that he lived my God first, family second, 

business third.  First thing’s first, turn to your neighbor and say, 

first thing’s first. 

 

Order, putting our lives back in order is a -- I realized it’s very 

easy to get up, get your life out of order.  You know a lot of times 

we don’t consciously put other things before God but it can easily 

happen and before you know it God is way down on a leaf.  You 

didn’t intend to put him there.  He just ended up down there 

because so many other things (00:11:01) him in your life.  And 

you’ll be surprised of the number of Christians that go to church 

on Sunday and they won’t think about God until they go back the 

next Sunday.  

 

God isn’t first in their life, they think about God one time a week.    

That’s not the process and he is not first.  So I begin I’d really, I 

looked at my own life and I begin to say, God up, I have slipped 

on a lot of other things to be first instead of you and I said, for this 

next year, I want to put my life in order.  I want to put my life in 

order, I want you to be the first.  I want you to be first in my life.    

Put your life in order.  Put your life in order was what I really 

received from the Holy Spirit and the conviction of my own heart.    

Put your life in order.  Put your life in order.  First thing’s first.   

 

Now, here, Jesus was teaching and the particular people he was 

teaching, they have a major problem with worry and anxiety over 

having their daily needs met.  And Jesus said something 

interesting to him.   He said, and he answered me with saying, 

the problem is the reason you’re all having in trouble getting your 

daily needs met.”  The reason you’re so still stressed about it, your 

lives are out of order.  Your lives are out of order and that’s why 

he said, seek ye first.   

 

He begin, he wanted to bring God’s order into their life, seek ye 

first the Kingdom of God, God’s way, go after God’s first, you get 

a hope, you get the hold of the giver, you will automatically have 

to give.  So, they wanted to give, they were going after they needs.    

He said, no, seek the giver of the gifts and started to give, he 

wanted to bring order, put their lives back in order.  Their lives 

that got out of order.  And there something powerful when I 

realized that when we put our lives in order, there’s a divine flow 

of God that comes upon our lives and it is the most powerful thing, 

it’s the most powerful thing. 
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Now, the opposite of show when you’re out of order, you’ve 

hindered the divine flow and now you are going to go lacking.  

That’s why so many people are really having trouble, they are 

having trouble and it is not that they would -- they are having 

trouble because their lives are out of order.  Everything is before 

God in their lives and I wondered nothing is going right.    Put 

your life, turn to your neighbors and say, first thing’s first.   First 

thing’s first.  It’s so easy, so easy to get out of order. 

 

You discover when the Book of Hagar.  That was the problem God 

have with these people, they were putting first thing’s first and 

he said, the prophet said, “If you all have built your own houses” 

and the house of God has gone to waste.  And they said that you 

put money in your bag but just like your bag, you have hold 

enough.  You sow but you don’t reap.  And he begin and just go to 

the list of things showing something was wrong, the natural flow 

of things have been stopped and it was because their lives were 

out of order.   

 

00:15:00 

 

They were not putting God first and as a result, it hindered the 

flow of God in their lives and things went disarray, and so I begin 

to see how important it is to put first thing’s first, and then when 

we put God first, there is a divine flow and I begin to see it.  I 

begin to see it exactly what it is.  Now, I want you to see something 

here what Jesus said.  He said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

his righteousness.”   

 

Now here’s the divine flow, he said, “All these things will be added 

unto you, all these things that was the divine provision of God 

that was a blessing that was put there to their promise.”  He said, 

“You seeking first, you put god first.”  You put God, Jesus will say 

in other words, there’s a reason you all don’t have your needs met.    

They were so worried their daily needs.  Jesus said, “No wonder 

you needs the lacking.”  And he said, “Put him, put God first, you 

won’t have to worry about needs any longer because you won’t 

have any needs.”  He said, “You put first thing’s first.”  Jesus said 

this is what he was teaching.  He said, “you are going to find 

something (00:16:28) and you’re not going to have any needs any 

longer.”  He said, all these things will be added, added unto you. 
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Now, I’m beginning to see the divine flow of Lord God and as a 

result of putting him first.  As the divine flow of adding.  Solomon 

did it.  When God asked Solomon, he said, “Ask me anything you 

want.”  Now, Solomon chose God’s way or his kingdom in other 

word.  He chose God’s way and he asked for wisdom to be able to 

judge God’s people and God said, “Because you chose my way, he 

said, I’m going to add, notice God added to Solomon everything 

Solomon didn’t even ask for riches, honor, long life, glory.”  He 

added that to him.   

 

Now, as the result of him putting God first.  First, I mean, there 

is a divine flow for putting God first and now I understand what 

Jesus said, all these things will be added unto you.  Jesus knew 

it.  And all these things will be added unto you. 

 

How many of you all have some things added to your life?  See, 

God adds and God multiplies, the devil divides and subtracts.  

God always add and multiplies, the devil divides and he 

subtracts, so first thing’s first.  You can also see that -- that God 

required the time and the pastor preach on this, that the time 

does not merely the chance of your increase it’s the first step.   It’s 

the first thing and I begin to see that, I said, God you know, I 

know all of this is unfolding and I begin to seek that the time is 

the first, not just the thing, it’s a first thing of your increase.   

 

Tite. And a lot of people have problems titing and the reason they 

have problems titing because of God himself isn’t first in their 

lives.  And see, when God is the first, it makes very difficult to 

tide.  Because you ask now to give the first part of something to 

someone who’s not first in your life.  But when God is first in your 

life, tiding is not a problem at all.  Giving is not a problem at all.  

When you put first thing’s first.  First thing’s first. 

 

Turn over to the book of a -- the Book of First Timothy.  First 

Timothy, then a New Testament.  First Timothy and I want to 

look at First Timothy Chapter 4.  First Timothy Chapter 4.  Now, 

remember that the divine flow that we get in to when you put God 

first and here’s – here’s another hand over here in First Timothy-

- 

00:20:00 

 

 -- Chapter 4 and it talks about God letting us or living full of God 

or in this context that were talking tonight, you can say when God 

is first in your life, when God is first when you’re serving God first 
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in your life, and said, godliness has promise of the life that now 

is, there is a promised godliness as a profitable onto all things, 

onto the eternal life but onto the life there is a promise onto the 

life that now is(ph).  And I begin to see it from studying and 

searching that up that their promise that is associated with the 

line that now is, is talking about that divine flow of blessing and 

it comes from putting God first in your life.  There’s a divine flow.   

 

So, there’s a promise to the life that now is, there is an eternal 

promises, speaking about the life after this life but there’s a 

blessing of promise to the life that now is and is the direct result 

of putting God first.  And I begin to see and that’s why Jesus said, 

“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added.”  Everybody say added.  Shall be 

added.  Shall be added.  Shall be added unto you.  Seek ye first 

the Kingdom of God and all these things shall be added.  Shall be 

added.  And I’m beginning to see the divine flow that will be added 

into our life. 

 

Here’s something, something I  read not just, not just the things 

that would be added but one translation actually says, you shall 

be given over and above, you shall be given over and above,  you 

shall be given over and above.  When you seek God first.  When 

you put him first in your life.  If you notice doing the -- in the Old 

Testament, God provided each day for them, each day God 

metonym,(ph) each day.  Even though there was a promised 

Canaan land that they were on their way to it that was the end of 

their promise was Canaan land and even though that was the end 

of their promise, God fulfilled the daily promise and he met the 

need each and every day and so life lies to us.   

 

There was a promise to us of eternal life, of being with God in 

heaven, but then there was a promise that God will add to our 

lives but we seek ye first on the daily blessing.  The Psalm said, 

the Lord loaded me daily with benefits and so there’s a -- there’s 

a divine flow that tapped into and I begin to see that in this 

coming year, the first thing I want to do is put God first.  I want 

to put God first, you know when you wake up in the morning first 

thing, first thing you do, maybe after you use the restroom, but 

first thing you do after that, is spend time with God and see that’s 

saying something because you begin his first each day.   

 

He’s first and you begin to enjoy, and he becomes the state of your 

affection and state of your desire, then titing is not a problem 
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because you love him so much, you can’t wait to give it.  He’s the 

first thing on your mind that when something comes into your 

head.  First, seeking first, putting him first, for situation or 

circumstances rise up in your life.   

 

First thing you have to do is think about what is God’s words say 

about that, think about God, either in the prayer, I need to first 

seek him first, you know the Bible says speaking about several 

kings and first to second king and third person chronicles, they 

were a couple of kings that the Bible says is about and it implied 

that as these kings sought God first and says, as long as they 

sought God first -- 

 

00:25:03 

 

 -- God made them to prosper.  Made them prosper.  You’ll see that 

as long as they sought God first and there were two or three kings 

and they always follow God first and the Bible says, “As long as 

they sought God first, he made them to prosper.” 

 

 Same thing Jesus said, seek him first, all these things will be 

added to you.  Now, King Asa learned the hard way.  The Bible 

says, “He was diseased in his feet and he sought the physician 

first.”  The next verse say, “King Asa slept with his father.”  He 

died.  He didn’t seek God first and so I’m beginning to see that -- 

all through the Bible, there’s divine line of the flow of blessing 

that comes from seeking God first, putting him first, first  thing’s 

first. 

 

 How many of you want to put him first next year?  You want to 

put him first in everything you do, in your devotion, in your heart.  

A lot of Christians come to church but really God’s truly not first 

in their life.  He’s really not first.  They don’t think about him 

until they come back to church the next Sunday.  But God wants 

to be first, first, he wants to be the object of our desire, first, first 

and you know when God will really, I mean, when God will really 

bless you, he blesses you with material things when they no 

longer really mean anything to you.   

 

Those are people that really get blessed.  Those are the people 

that really get blessed, people that don’t even care for it.  I don’t 

even care about material things.  That’s when God, so that’s the 

thing when you did follow, when he knows that he is first in your 

life also and he will give you, he’ll give you the stuff.  That’s what 
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and Jesus know that.  That’s why Jesus, he tried -- Jesus tried 

(00:27:10) he’s a way to it.  You all, he said the reason you are so 

worried and you’re anxious about having your daily needs, isn’t 

it?  He said, your lives are out of order.  Seek ye first the kingdom 

of God.  He said now, put God first.  That’s what I want you all to 

do, put God first and watch and see what God add, how do you 

love the things, he’s going to added to you and Jesus conveyed 

that, but it’s the purpose that’s all through the Bible.   

 

Now, I begin to understand that when God becomes your sole 

desire, the object of your affection and your desire, when he gives 

that place in your life, I mean, things will start happening in your 

life, you -- and it will happen because they don’t mean anything 

to you.  When two of your things don’t mean anything, that’s when 

you know, God will start blessing you with and you we’re saying 

God I need an answer to that.  God’s I know it.  It didn’t mean 

anything to you and that’s why I gave it to you. 

 

 See, it didn’t mean anything to Solomon.  Solomon said, God 

(00:28:16) what is it that you want and I’ll give it to you?  Ask 

anything.  Solomon said, “God give me a wise and undiscerning 

heart.  I may judge your people.”  And God says, “Because you 

sought my way first, you put my way first, so I’m going to give you 

everything.  I’ll give you riches.”  You don’t ask for riches and 

Solomon was the wealthiest man that ever lived.  He never asked 

for riches.  God did that.  God added it to him.  He never asked for 

long life.  God added it to.  He never asked for honor.  God added 

it to him. 

 

How many of you want God to add some things to you next year?  

Praise God.  Praise God.  Praise God. 

 

First thing’s first.  First thing first. 

 

Well, I know that that’s what the Lord gave me for me.  I don’t 

know about you but I know that’s for me.  I know next year, I’m 

going to put him first and I’m going to -- I’m not going to wait that 

next year.  I mean, I’ll start right now.  I’m going to start right 

now because the way you exit(ph) a thing, the way you answer 

this year, determine how you end the next year.  So why not start 

now and you go in 2003, he’s already first.  He’s already first, so 

I’m going to start practicing it right now, put him first, as soon as 

my eyes pop open in the morning.  He’s praises on my lips.  
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Putting him first and I’m going to try to get to him first even 

before I go to the restroom.   

 

Putting him first.  He becomes the object of our desire.  First 

thing’s first.  First.  First thing’s first. 

 

00:30:00 

 

 And that’s why the tide was -- God went on to punish people but 

God was -- he was just trying to see if he was first.  And so we give 

him, he said, where your heart is and treasure would be there 

also.  So when God is first in your heart, he will be first in your 

pocketbook too.  You’re treasure to follow your heart.  I mean, you 

want to give the 10%, it won’t be an issue.  You’ll be giving more 

than 10% because he is first, he is first and every time something 

coming your hand, you think, you know that God bless you with 

that.   

 

God, I want to honor you and I want to give back.  God you’re so 

good.  I didn’t even ask for this raise and you gave it to me.  I 

didn’t ask for this bonus, you gave.  I didn’t ask for this and I 

didn’t ask for this and you know -- your heart is so set to thank 

God and to bless him first then giving becomes second nature and 

we have to just ask you to stop giving so much when God is first 

in your life. 

 

It’s no longer a struggle but you’ll find anybody that struggles was 

giving or titing.  Again to you, there’s an issue of where God is 

and priority in their lives.  I guarantee you, because his first is 

not problem at all, it’s not a problem at all.  Praise God.  Give the 

Lord a hand for his words.  Amen, amen. 

 

First thing’s first.  First thing’s first.  I’m changing the order of 

my life.  Putting my life in order.  Thank God, he gives us an 

opportunity to put our lives in order, in order.  Put your life in 

order going forward until this year.  Put it in order, in order and 

I guarantee you, many of the problems that we have and 

challenges we have, it simply happened because our lives are out 

of order.   

 

Many of the things we worry about and that’s what Jesus was 

really teaching on was worry.  Many of the things we worry about, 

we’re worrying about because God isn’t first and your worry is a 

sign that he isn’t first in your life because if he was first, you 
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wouldn’t be worrying.  Worrying is a sign and see, when you find 

some others worry to death, you know God it isn’t first in their 

lives because if he was first, they would already know God has 

taken care of them. 

 

So, that’s what Jesus was really teaching on.  He was teaching on 

worry and so -- so many of the things we worry about in life, 

reason we’re worrying about is because God isn’t first and that 

becomes a signing post of having first thing’s first. 

 

Praise God, praise God.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen and we are 

so tried it about the New Year that we ran on the brink of a New 

Year, new opportunity to do better.  New opportunity to start 

over.  I like the change of year because it gives you a definite place 

and time to say, I made the change.  I’ll start it over.  I’m doing 

things different and we’re going to say, we’re putting him first.  

Amen.  

 

All: Amen. 

 

C. Elijah: We’re putting him first.  We’re putting him first and I thank God 

for convicting my own heart.  I’m allowing some other things to 

be first before him.  Praise God.  First thing’s first. 

 

 Let us pray, heavenly Father, we just give you thanks tonight.  

God, we thank you for allowing us to rearrange our priorities in 

life and to put our lives back in order, just to check out and say in 

certain areas, God would allow other things to be in front of you 

and above you God.  And Lord, we just make the decision tonight 

after hearing your word and the conviction in our own hearts to 

put first thing’s first, God, to put you first in every endeavor in 

our lives, being first in our heart, affection and devotion, having 

you first God and we know by your word God, by faith in your 

word that we can trust you to know that all these other things 

will be added onto us, that you’re not subtracting and taking away 

from us but you’re adding to us, God that when we put you first, 

we thank you so much for your loving kindness and tender 

mercies of our lives and your greatness to us continually.   

 

Thank you for being merciful to us even when we’ve been wrong, 

even when we put all the things in front of you and neglected you, 

you still loved us, you still forgave us God and we just love you 

and we thank and appreciate you tonight in Jesus name, that 

every heart say, amen, amen. 
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00:35:03 
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