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C. Elijah: On last week, we started looking at something, started looking 

at living in the presence of God.  Living in the presence of God.  

And tonight, I just want to look at briefly, very briefly, praise 

being the pathway to his presence.  Praise, being the pathway to 

his presence.  Praise God.  Praise God. 

 

 Open your bibles to the book of Psalm Chapter 22.  And we’ll 

begin to see the bible giving us clear instruction, teaching us 

particularly from the Book of Psalm and other book that praise 

is the pathway to God’s presence.  Praise is the pathway to God’s 

presence. 

 

 Psalm 22, when you get to Psalm 22 and let’s look at Verse 3, 

Psalm’s 22, Verse 3.  Let’s read that again, ready?  Read.  But 

thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.  Let’s 

read that again.  But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the 

praises of Israel.  And so we find that we’re talking about praise 

being the pathway to His presence.  That God inhabits the 

praises of His people.  He inhabitant the praises of Israel and 

we’ll begin to look at that word in just a moment that the word 

inhabitancy exactly what it means, but these teaches us that 

praise brings the presence of God. 

 

 Praise brings the presence of God.  How many of you want to -- 

you want the presence of God in your life, you want to live in the 

presence of God.  Well, praise has to be a very vital part of your 

life because God inhabits the praises of His people.  God was 

very clearly evident, he can show himself there and (00:02:27) by 

night.  Just as a visible evidence of His presence among his 

people and that’s what trademark of the children of Israel, the 

people of God is because that people has the very presence of 

God with them.  And everyone knew it’s because they can see 

that there were cloud that day and it was a visible manifestation 

of the very presence of God and you know their enemies won’t 

touch them because they feared of those people because they 

knew God was with them.  God was with them and so we can 

live our lives in such a manner where people can recognize that 

God is with us.  That God lives in the midst of us. 

 

In the church today, we had to show called the presence of God.  

The world had -- the presence of God is amongst their people.  

The presence of God was God inhabits the praises of His people.  

His presence shows up right in the midst of praise and so, we 

find that praise is the pathway to His presence. 
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 You will recall the story -- open the Book of Acts, you don’t have 

to turn over the Acts 16, where Paul and Silas had delivered to 

young woman, had cast the spirit out of the young woman and 

certain people who are angry was upset because he, by just 

doing that particular plea, they caused them to lose money 

because they would make the money after this divine spirit that 

was possessed with this young woman and she was sort of like a 

fortune teller or whatever and they cast the spirit out of her, and 

so the multitudes brought charges -- those charges anyway they 

end up throwing in jail. 

 

 The Bible said, they tore it, they throws off, they beat them, put 

their feet in stocks and threw them in jail.  But the Bible said, at 

midnight, Paul and Silas prayed and sing praises to God.  I 

mean, it didn’t take long after they pray and sing praises to God.  

The Bible said, that the earth they given a shape, they bear 

foundation for that jail shook and every man’s bands were lose.  

God will lose on situations.  God will show up --  

 

00:05:00 

 

 --in situations in our life, it we will just create the atmosphere of 

praise for God had evidently come into our lives.  And that was 

the particular situation where Paul and Silas could have been 

easily complained, could have complained -- I mean their clothes 

had been turn out.  Their clothes had been turn out.  They had 

been beat for not doing good.  Has been beat for doing good and 

in prison for doing good and in their batch were beaten, their 

feet (00:05:38) they would turn that all fail and they had all the 

opportunities in the world to complain.  I mean they could have 

complain and they could have say, “Why God?  We are serving 

you, why did you let this happen?  Why did you let this happen 

to us?  God why? 

 

 You know they couldn’t complain and they could have been 

angry and fuss, but the bible said at midnight, they pray and 

sing praises to God and God moved in that situation right when 

they were locked up and God begin to lose their (00:06:19) and 

then, let us know that we can praise God.  We can pray and we 

can praise God while you’re still in trouble, while you’re still in 

debt, while you’re still laid off from your job, while cancer is still 

in your body, go ahead and praise Him then.  Go ahead and 
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praise Him, if you want God to inhabit your praise and God will 

move in your situation.  God inhabits the praises of His people. 

 

 I mean if you feel alone and you feel deserted and you feel 

depressed.  I mean that’s the time when you are in discomposure 

on the testimony.  You want to just testify the goodness of God 

in your life and begin to praise and God will answer your life the 

very presence of God.  Now, I know and I realized that God is 

always present.  He is always present, but when we talk about 

his presence, his particular presence which are not a special 

manifestation of the rule of God.  There is some difference that 

you can discern with the presence of God, a special 

manifestation of the rule of God when it shows up.  I mean, you 

can tell even on the surface when the presence of God, the glory 

of God.   When it shows up and you begin to see things happen 

out of that purpose, where people are getting ill and prophetic 

other sense of taking place and deliverance on there, where 

there is conviction of sin with salvation is coming. 

 

 That’s coming out of the presence of God when God himself is in 

throne in that place.  They call that the praises of his people.  So 

we are talking about a special distinct manifestation of the rule 

of God which enters into our lives and God sits on the throne of 

our praise.  And praise becomes the pathway to his presence. 

 

 Let’s hear at Psalms 22.  Psalms 22, look that word inhabitants.  

God inhabits the praises of the people.  Now the word inhabits 

literally in the Hebrew -- literally, I mean of course we know it 

means to live or to move in or to dwell.  It means to remain, it 

means to settle, but this is what I like, it literally means to sit 

down.  It says to sit down.  God sits down.  God will sit down on 

you.  God will sit down on you. 

 

 When you praise God and when you worship God and with 

thanksgiving and praise and worship, God, his presence literally 

sits down on you.  Another definition of that word, literally it 

means to marry.  With someone to a growing relationship, God 

comes to say, he comes to move in, to sit down, to marry, to 

settle down, to remain to inhabit the praises of his people. 

 

 God literally sits down on our praise.  He just to sit down on me.  

How many know God just to sit down on you?   Just to sit down 

on you or just inhabit.  Your praise. Look here in Psalms 22, 

verse 3 and verse 4. 
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00:10:01 

 

 I want you to see here the three words, I want you to see here in 

conjunction in these verses.  Notice this, praise in Verse 3, you 

see inhabitants with praises, you see praises, Verse 4, you see 

trusted and also in Verse 4, you see deliver.  Those three words 

have tied together, praise, trust and deliver.  Praise, trust and 

deliverance.  Praise -- out of our praise, are trust has built and 

as a result of trusting God.  God is able to deliver us.  Praise, 

trust and deliverance.  Say that with me, praise, trust and 

deliverance. 

 

So God literally enters our lives and there are so many 

testimonies I recall of the particular testimony of a woman who 

was critically ill -- definitely ill in the hospital and she had tubes 

and out of the different machine clipped up to and so forth and 

she was just definitely ill state, it wasn’t really a whole lot that 

the doctors could do for.  And she was just so weak and as she 

lay down, the doctor said, given her up to die and she laid there 

really dying and she was just wondering, why God had not 

healed her, why He hadn’t moved in her situation and she was 

there God revealed to her and just on the vision.  He showed her 

a scale.  He showed her a scale and on the balance of the scale, 

two containers, the one container here and one container up 

here.  And the container that had the heavy weight that was 

down here, it was labeled informative(ph).  And the container 

that was on the other side of the scale that was up here that was 

light, that was empty, it was labeled praise.  And she saw and 

she begin to see the revelation of what the Lord was showing to 

her, that her informative was outweighing her praise.  And 

when she got hold of that, all she begin to praise is God it 

started, I’m weak.  And I mean, she was just so weak, she could 

barely lift her arm when she just started all, thank you Jesus, 

just thank you Lord.  Oh thank you Jesus. 

 

And I tell you, she went on hour after hour because she had a 

revelation and she understood in order for God to enter into that 

situation of her illness, that she was going to have to reverse the 

scale where her praise would eventually outweigh informative 

that was her in body.  And she praise God literally for three 

days, three days, nonstop and by the end of that third day, that 

woman was standing on her feet and she had fooled and 

disconnected all those machines and tubes that was going up 
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and she was standing on her feet praising God completely 

healed in her body. 

 

Now, I want you to see that nobody prayed for her.  Nobody laid 

hands on her.  Nobody anointed her with oil.  God himself 

showed up and inhabit in the praises of that woman.  And then 

if you want God to sit down on you, you want God to show up in 

your life, you got to praise and maybe you have and you’re your 

mouth to praise Him.  You got to praise Him.  You don’t have to 

wait if you can’t go to the church and don’t get me wrong, we’re 

supposed to praise Him in the sanctuary.  If there is the 

presence of God, send me in the sanctuary we are throwing our 

struggles in the sanctuary. But bless God, you shouldn’t have to 

wait on Sunday or Friday to praise.  No you’re here praise and 

worship.  Why did you get your body and praise him, Glory to 

God.  You have to throw your hands up while you start 

(00:14:25) hallelujah to God.  Thank you Lord.  God is good. 

 

You want to just praise Him.  Praise the Lord while you’re 

taking your shower.  I mean that was ten minutes while you’re 

in your shower, don’t just make that (00:14:37) Now, I want you 

to see something here.  Look at those time we spend, getting 

ourselves with the body ready in the morning.  You got to wait to 

(00:14:48) go up.  You got to wake it up.  You got to drag him out 

of bed.  All of these energy, you’re spending on your out with 

man.  You got get him that. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 You got to wash his face, brush his teeth, look you got to comb 

his hair, you got to bathe and shower, you got to clean him up, 

you got to dress it, or look all of the time and all your attention.  

You put on there, I would (00:15:13) and you got to drag into 

work.  And all along, we neglected that in with man.  But why 

don’t you take your time while you’re in the shower, you got 10 

minutes to praise and worship.  And allow God inhabits your 

prayers, let him sit down on you while you’re in the shower, let 

him sit down on you while you’re dressing, let him sit down on 

you while you’re driving to work, use that time.  That’s valuable 

time.  Go on inhabits the praises of his people. You never know. 

 

I mean, we spend time and I’m telling you, praise is the answer 

when we are in depression when we’re starting to feel sorry for 

ourselves, we were seeking down in our problem and were 
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wondering how we are going to make it about to being a victim.  

I’m in trouble here.  I don’t have the (00:16:04).  I’m not feeling 

well and all of these things if we would just stop and begin to 

praise God.  Begin to thank God and then bless his name and 

then lift him up. 

 

 I am telling you, God will change your system.  God himself will 

sit down on you.  God will sit down on you.  God will sit down on 

you himself.  And then, we have to create an atmosphere, God 

just that show up, just -- I mean God is not going to show up and 

just go grumbling and complaining.  He’s not going to show up in 

the midst of my body.  He’s not going to show up in the midst of 

doubt, worry, fear, that’s not the atmosphere for a God.   

Somebody else is sitting on you when you acted like that.  It is 

not God.  There’s somebody else that’s sitting on you. 

 

When you’re ready to cave in and quit, when you’re one – and 

you’re thinking about ending it all, is there any way out, you’re 

looking for where there is somebody else sitting on you.  But if 

you praise God, you praise God, God inhabits and that becomes 

the pathway to the very presence of God.  The pathway to the 

presence of God.  God inhabits the praises of his people.  You 

want more of God in your life?  Then you don’t have to give him 

more.  You don’t have to give it more.  Pray, learn to praise God.  

You know, I looked in Psalms 95:2, I looked at Psalms 100:2 and 

that’s how it said, enter into his presence with thanksgiving. 

 

You enter into his presence, you enter in with thanksgiving and 

I think in Psalm 100 says, you enter into his presence with 

singing.  And so, you got all of these different manifestations of 

praise that is really praise but is praise is thanksgiving, it’s 

singing, that’s how you come into the presence of God.  Praise 

becomes the pathway to the very presence of God, where God 

sits down on you.  And God is able to change and I mean he label 

the change or circumstance and God is able to deliver you.  

Remember those three words he looked at, praise, trust and 

then deliver.  Praise, trust and deliver.  Paul and Silas, they 

praised God, they trusted Him and God delivered.  The bible 

said, they prayed for so long with other prisoners in there when 

Silas praise Him.  I mean they had church up in there.  There 

can you put yourself in that situation, your falls have been 

turned out.  You’ve been beaten, stripped, you loss it up and you 

decide to have praise and worship service? 
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How about to go to the doctor, the doctor said you have cancer.  

How about does have a little praise service there in his breath?  

You said, “Doc, I appreciate the information, I thank you for 

that.  But glory to God, I found you, bless the Lord, glory to God. 

I just want to praise God right here.  I mean, you can bring the 

presence of God it doesn’t matter where you are.  You can bring 

the presence, bring the presence of God (00:19:30) to take.  Glory 

to God, just praise Him.  Bring the presence, make the doctor 

worshipped you with.  You bring him, why don’t you just 

worshipped with him.  I mean, if there is nothing else to value.  

Then I think you can’t do anything else.  You would say at least 

you want to praise Him with me.  You don’t have to worry. 

There’s nothing else we can do.  There is something else we can 

do. 

 

00:20:02  

 

Let us praise him.  Now, you come on with me and let’s pray.  

We just go on to the word.  Let us praise Him.  And we let people 

come off our prayers.  We’re quiet.  We wish we don’t want 

anybody see us blessing our sin.  Sometimes we don’t want to 

even move our lips with the water (00:20:32) praying over our 

food.  We’re silent.  Oh bless the Lord, enjoy the Lord, praise 

God and love God and fill up on you.  Let Him sit out on you 

where it will change your life, it will change your day, it will 

change what you’re going through. 

 

 I’m telling you, if you allow -- give God a way in and praise is the 

pathway into his presence.  Praise is the pathway into his 

presence.  Just learn that.  I mean, the thanksgiving is going to 

be more on your lips just thanking God.  Instead of finding 

things to complain about or to ask God, now we could do a lot of 

asking in prayer.  But let me tell you from the highest form of 

prayer is praise.  When you’re in praise there’s no need to pray, 

you are praying when you’re praising God.  You are praying.  

You are praying. 

 

 I realized when we had the 24-hour prayer, the pastor did 

prepare a speech and so we always had to leave one person up in 

the room so while we all took break, we did those things.  We 

always had to make sure to leave one person was that in the 

room.  But then there was a time when we all came in the 

sanctuary to pray and somebody said, “Oh we didn’t leave 

anybody up there to pray.” I said, “Don’t worry about it.”  Prayer 
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is the one because praise is the highest form of prayer.  I said, 

let’s praise God, whatever thing we prayed about.  Let’s praise 

God for touching.  Let’s praise God for delivering.  Let’s praise 

God for healing His people and moving in their feet.  Let’s praise 

God for making Himself known.  Let’s praise God.  Praise God.  

Learn to praise God. 

 

 If you never praise God probably you only have to ask God.  

Let’s praise Him for it.  You don’t have to ask God to heal you, 

praise Him for healing.  For now, listen, why you’re still sick, for 

all this disease, praise Him.  Praise him, why you’re still 

diagnosed, praise him for you.  That’s what most people miss it.  

They want to wait until he’s gone and then praise God I got a 

breakthrough the day.  No, praise before you get the 

breakthrough.  That’s what’s going to make you out of 

breakthrough.  You praise beforehand.  Praise him.  Praise him.  

Praise is the pathway to His presence.  Sometimes we forget 

about to praise into his presence, in his presence. 

 

 Psalms 16:11, In His presence is the fullness of joy.   In his 

presence.  Praise him.  Learn to praise him.  The joy of the Lord 

had come.  In your strength, they come.  First Chronicles 16:27, 

First Chronicles, it says, glory and honor are in his presence, 

glory and honor, you honor God.  When you honor God, God are 

honor you with His presence.  Glory and honor are in his 

presence; strength and gladness are in his place.  Strength and 

gladness, strength, the joy of the Lord is our strength.  In his 

presence is the fullness of joy, strength and gladness are in his 

place. 

 

 Learn to praise.  Praise is the pathway to the very presence of 

God in our lives.  Throw your hands while you’re driving along, 

please praise him, glorify God, praise God.  It will make a 

difference.  I mean when you praise in God in the presence of 

God comes on you, it will change the way you talk, it will change 

the way you talk, you won’t talk the same when the presence of 

God is on you.  You don’t talk the same when the presence of 

God is on you.  You want to sense the presence of God just on 

you?  Just listen to what’s coming out of your mouth.  You can 

tell.  You will talk differently when the presence of God is on 

you.  The presence of God, it will change. 

 

00:25:00 
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 Let’s look at ourselves at one thing.  I’m barely out of time.  Let’s 

take at a couple more things here.  Now, I begin to praise being 

the pathway of His presence.  And I begin looking at the fact 

that it’s not simply the outwork manifestations of praise with 

our lips and then raising our hands and what we’re doing in the 

sanctuary it’s truly how you live, how you live, is really through 

praise. 

 

 Now, think about this, if God inhabits the praises of His people 

and how you live is really that’s the real praise.  God would 

inhabit your life.  God will inhabit your life, God will inhabit 

your life.  Turn over to the gospel of John, I begin to see that, is 

really the way we live.  Turn to your neighbor and said, it’s 

really the way we live that praises God. 

 

 As the prophet said, these people honored me with their lips, but 

their heart are far from me.  So it’s really the way you live that 

determines your praise.  It’s the way you live that determines 

your praise.  Whether I tell you to go to gospel of John, just 

praise God. 

 

 The Gospel of John Chapter 14, let’s look at verse 21, the Gospel 

of John Chapter 14, I want to show you that it’s really the way 

you live.  God inhabits the way you live.  That the same that I’m 

submitting that to you just as we say that God inhabits the 

praise of his people.  God inhabits where you live your praise.  

This is coming out of your mouth.  God inhabits the lives you’re 

living is what God really it has.  Watch this John 14 verse 21, 

watch this, Jesus is saying here, He that hath my 

commandments, and keepeth them, noticed that, Jesus did say, 

he says bless is my name in his mouth and lives his hand. 

 

 He said, he that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he 

it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 

Father, and I will love him, and will, here it is, he let Him sit 

down, and will manifest myself to Him as the presence of God 

comes.  I’ll manifest, I’ll make myself known, I’ll make myself 

visible, I’ll show in other words to him.  So that’s part of the 

bible where we live.  Keeping God’s word, keeping and honoring 

his commandments.  Looking at verse 24 as well. 

 

 John 14 verse 24, he that loveth me not -- I’m sorry, let’s read 

verse 23 -- verse 23, Jesus answered and said unto him, if a man 

loves me, he will keep my words.  If a man loves me, he will keep 
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my words and my Father will love him and we will come.  Notice 

that, he said, we will come.  We will come unto him and make 

our abode same as inhabit with him.   

 

 Now, noticed in that verse, he is not making reference to 

physically praising, with lifting your hands or singing or praises 

of your mouth.  He is talking about the way you live every day, 

honoring His word and living according to God’s will and 

keeping His commandments and doing those things that are 

placed into God.  He said, if you live your life like that, he said, 

God and myself are coming, we will live in you.  We’ll live in you.  

We will have it, God inhabits the praises of His people.  So, I 

submit to you that God inhabits our God’s little lifestyle. He 

inhabits the Godly life, that’s really what God inhabit.  God’s 

presence can be your 24 hours a day when your living --  

 

00:30:01 

 

 -- for having you living up right and you are doing what’s right, 

you’re walking on it before the Lord and God’s presence is 

always on you.  He’s always on you.  God’s presence is always on 

you.  He’s always on you. 

 

 And then one time I walked into a business establishment and 

they were showing a photographic video and when I walked in, 

they look it both and he saw everybody looks like this -- to go.  I 

mean, God himself had walked in.  Now, why did they come on 

such conviction?  I mean, everybody got nervous, they start 

blushing, everybody turned red, and it was just me that have 

represented something.  I represented to be a presence of God.  I 

represented God’s righteousness and I represented God’s 

morality and when I walked in, they readily realized what 

they’re doing was wrong, that it was wrong.  That was the 

biggest thing.   So the presence of God brings conviction to sin. 

 

When God -- the Bible said that Adam and Eve when they heard 

the voice of the Lord God, walking in the guard, after they have 

sin, the Bible said they cheat from the presence of God.  With 

the presence of God, it causes conviction of sin.  It has caused 

you to be convicted of sin.  But noticed, I didn’t go out to shout 

praising his name, I didn’t go in there just you know, I didn’t say 

a word, I just walked in, but my presence represented the 

presence of God and that’s why we all should be.  We represent 

God wherever we go.  We represent the righteous role of God 
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and there ought to be conviction of sin.  Just when we show up 

anywhere because the presence of God inhabits his people.  The 

presence of God inhabits his people.  And so we’re able to live in 

the presence of God.   

 

When you live upright before God, God’s presence is there.  

God’s presence is there in your life.  God’s presence is there in 

your life.  Once we got a couple things, I’m just about them until 

we finish.  Here is something I realized with this.  I begin to ask 

God just to seek really on the inside, asking God, my God when 

is it?  When are those times, I said I realized you would have the 

praise of other people, I realized in the sanctuary or even at 

home in our private time or driving alone or we praise you with 

our verbal expression or lifting our hands upon my heart and so 

forth, I realized you sit down and your presence sits down on us.  

But I said, as far as I am living concerned, when are those times 

we can feel those distinct manifestations of your presence in our 

lives?  And I begin to just think, when of those times I really feel 

God just show up in my everyday living. 

  

In realized that those times when you do something and I mean 

I just say it like this, “Those times where, for instance, if 

somebody curses you and you make the decision to bless them.  

You will feel the presence of God come on you because you just 

took the higher role.  When you pray for somebody despitefully 

using you, you make a decision to pray for them.  You will feel it.  

You will feel the presence of God sit down on you.  I mean when 

you love your enemies, the way you do good to them that hates 

you, the presence of God sit down on you.  The presence of God 

will sit down on you.   

 

I also realized you will feel the presence of God just as soon as 

you come out of temptation.  If you are tempted to do something 

that’s evil and you don’t do it, you decide to listen to the living of 

God, the small voice that you decided to open to God, that’s the 

time the presence of God is sit down on. 

 

00:35:00 

 

Remember when Jesus came out of the woods after being 

tempted of the devil, the bible said, the minute he got out after 

the devil left the angel came administered to him.  The presence 

of God came, refresh them, strengthen him, the presence of God.  

So those times of temptations where he attempted to evil, he 
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attempted to do -- to doing something that you know you 

shouldn’t be doing and you resists that temptation and you 

decides to follow God and obey God, the presence of God inhabits 

you at that time. 

 

 The presence of God inhabits you any time you make a decision 

to honor His word at all costs and when you give yourself for 

somebody else, we’ll you do something for somebody else, giving 

of yourself you’ll find the presence of God -- I mean when you 

search somebody else, when you’ve given yourself to somebody 

that’s less fortunate than you, somebody that can’t pay you back 

and you’re doing something you search and you will find the 

presence of God, sitting on that situation.  The presence of God -- 

you will inhabit that and something began to see that how God 

inhabit that praises to His people.  God inhabits us that we 

begin to walk in his word, we begin to obey Him and we begin 

follow the dictates of His leading in our hearts and doing what’s 

right.  You will find in those instances the presence of God. 

 

 I mean when you’re not to say something that you shouldn’t say 

and you stop yourself, the presence of God inhabits you at that 

moment.  The presence of God, he’ll come, he will come, we make 

a decision to honor, to obey, and to follow God and do what’s 

right to live with God in life will invoke the presence of God in 

you.  How many of you had that experience that you know, you 

felt good when you pass the test, if you know, you have 

opportunity to sin or to flip and you didn’t do it, you walk right 

path, something you come on, you feel so good that you didn’t do 

it.  You feel so good.  That’s the presence of God.  That’s the 

presence of God. 

 

So I begin to realize those special moments, when you feel 

special manifestation of presence of God that comes on your life.  

I mean, there are times where you attempted to lie and you 

decide to tell the truth.  The truth is God will come on, you just 

feel so good.  The truth didn’t lie.  You can feel something, that’s 

to honor of God.  God has said, because you honored me, I will 

honor you.  I’ll sit down on you.  Now, I honored you with my 

presence and so the presence of God is something that inhabits 

His people, we can walk in continually and we can enjoy, be 

blessed by the presence of God and be a blessing to others as we 

walked in the presence of God. 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7104.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7104.mp3 

The presence of God.  The presence of God.  Praise God.  Praise 

Him, Amen.  Amen.  I want you to stand in your feet, let’s pray, 

let’s do one praise song at least.  Since praise is the pathway to 

his presence.  Praise is the pathway to his presence.   We thank 

God for the opportunity to just lift our hands and bless His 

name, just to bless you Lord.  Just to praise.  Just to praise him. 

 

00:38:40 
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