
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy 

When The Heat Is On 
 

Sermon Title: When The Heat Is On 

Sermon Number: 7113 
Speaker: C. Elijah Bronner 

 
Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7113.mp3 

Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/7113.mp4 

 

 

BrothersofTheWord.com 
 

http://www.tech-synergy.com/
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7113.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/7113.mp4
http://www.brothersoftheword.com/


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7113.mp3 

 

C. Elijah Bronner:  And I want to talk tonight from the subject “When The Heat Is 

On.  When The Heat Is On.”  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

when the heat is on.  When the heat is on.  I mean, when things 

start getting hot in your life.  I’m talking about trouble.  When 

trouble is stirred up in your life and we all understand trouble.  

But a lot of times, the problems that we have is the origin of 

trouble.  And as I was pondering this, I realized that there are 

two sources of trouble.  The devil of course is a source of trouble.  

He stirs up trouble.  But then, there’s another, a secondary 

source of trouble.  God stirs up trouble.  The devil stirs up 

trouble.  God stirs up trouble.  Each with their own distinct 

purpose in mind.  Good has a purpose for stirring up trouble in 

our lives and the devil has a purpose for stirring up trouble in 

our lives.  And I begin to just think about the purposes of God 

and the purposes of the devil where trouble is concerned in our 

lives.  And I realized that the Devil, he stirs up trouble in order 

to steal the Word out of our hearts, to cause the Words to 

become unfruitful, to choke out the Word, to get our eyes off the 

Word.  He stirs up trouble to make us blame God, to make us 

angry and upset.  I mean, to make us to stumble and to make us 

fall. 

 

 He stirs up trouble to tempt us to leave God and to sin and to go 

away into rebellion.  And he stirs up trouble to deter us from our 

duty.  How many of you know if we have an assignment?  We 

have a duty.  We have purpose for living and a purpose for 

existence.  God has a plan for us.  And so, the devil, he’ll stir up 

trouble to deter us from our duty.  To stop you from doing what 

you know you’re called to do.  To stop you from fulfilling God’s 

plan, his purpose and you’re called in life.  He’ll take you are out 

of your destiny.  And the devil, he’ll stir things up just to throw 

you off track.  And a lot of folks are thrown off track today.  

They’re way away from where they ought to be is because of 

some things that the devils stirred up in their lives and caused 

them to fall away. 

 

 The devil will stir up things to make people stop serving God.  I 

know people that are angry with God this day because of certain 

situations that arose in their lives, and they blamed God and 

they walked away from God.  And so, the devil will tempt us not 

to serve God.  But I want to ask the devil this question.  If we’d 

all serve God, who we’re going to serve?  Who am I singing my 

song to?  Who am I going to lift my hands to?  Who am I going to 
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do my dance for?  But I don’t serve God.  Who am I going to cry 

out to in the midnight hour?  Where would my allegiance go?  

Where can I go?  Who can I serve if I don’t serve God?  Surely 

not a temptation is it?  To make us leave from serving God.  But 

the devil in his stupidity, he will try anyway.  He’s an ignorant 

being.  And he is ignorant on one side and yet he’s clever on the 

other side.  He’s ignorant because God, the devil saw ignorance.  

God uses the devil, and the devil don’t even realize God is using 

him.  God makes a little fool out of the devil and devil don’t even 

realize it.  That just goes the story.  The devil is no match for 

God. 

 

 A lot of people want to compare God to the devil, head to head.  

No, that’s not a head to head comparison.  The devil is a 

(00:04:30) for God.  I mean, he tears up.  God stirs him up to do 

whatever, just to fulfill his purpose, God has used the devil to do 

and the devil wouldn’t even realize what he is doing.  Do you 

realize who crucified the Lord Jesus?  The devil did.  And the 

Bible says, that if the devil had known, if he had known that by 

crucifying the Lord Jesus, that Jesus’ purpose is salvation, that 

he was redeeming mankind, that he was snatching the very 

(00:05:05). 

 

00:05:07 

 

If he had known, he never would have crucified.  The devil was 

so stupid.  He didn’t even know what he was doing.  He thought 

he was doing something.  He’s just an errand boy for God.  He’s 

an errand boy for God.  He’s ignorant.  He doesn’t even know.   

 

 Here’s the greatest plan of all history taking place and the devil 

is one of the main casts and he don’t even realize the part he’s 

playing.  God uses him.  God uses him.  That ought to give you 

faith over the devil just to know that God uses him.  God uses 

him.  God uses him.  But anyway, looking at the fact that the 

devil stirs up trouble for a different purpose and God stirs up 

trouble for a whole different purpose.  God stirs up trouble for 

our advantage.  The devil stirs it up to take away from us, to 

hurt us.  God stirs it up for our advantage, for our gain to make 

us better.  He stirs up trouble for good to come out of it. 

 

 There’s always a greater gain that God has in mind for our lives.  

There’s always some valuable lesson to be learned when God 

stirs up trouble.  There’s always something in God’s teaching.  
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There’s something that’s being taught.  There’s something that’s 

beneficial from the process of struggle that God allows us to 

participate in and when God stirs up trouble for our lives.  Now, 

God calls it many different things in the Bible.  But one of the 

things I’m going to talk about tonight what He calls it, God calls 

it a furnace of affliction.  And that’s why I’m talking about when 

the heat is on.  God calls it -- He calls the process of stirring up 

trouble in your life, he calls it the furnace, the furnace.  

Everybody says, furnace.  Furnace.  How many of you know if 

heat comes out of a furnace?  The furnace of affliction.  It’s the 

furnace of affliction.  And God describes in the scripture where 

he literally becomes a silversmith or a goldsmith.  And he 

purges the draws or the impurities or the waste from our lives.  I 

mean God has a way of -- I mean, God can rock your world.  God 

can turn your world upside down.  I mean, God can get in your 

Kool-Aid.  God can disturb the order of things just to get your 

attention to a purpose what he wants to accomplish in your life. 

 

 How many of you know God?  I mean, God can really upset some 

things.  He can upset some things.  And so, I begin to 

understand that God interrupts us and he stirs up trouble, but 

he has a whole different purpose in mind.  But the thing that is 

confusing, sometimes you -- it’s hard to tell whether it’s God or 

the devil will stir that up.  And you know, if it’s the devil, we 

want to rebuke the trouble.  And sometimes, we don’t know if 

it’s from God or if it’s from the devil.  And to be honest with you, 

I’m still not quite clear.  I’ve been playing – I’ve been saying, 

God teach me, show me your way.  How do we know?  How do 

we know?  How do we know when something arises in our lives 

as catastrophic and there’s a bad adversity or struggle?  How do 

we know whether it’s you or whether it’s the devil?  I mean, I’ll 

give a case in point.  Now, when God stirs up trouble, I mean a 

lot of people should just be going on with their lives as if nothing 

is wrong and God can come in and really upset things.  He can 

come in and upset things. 

 

 Now, just to give you an example from the scripture.  You 

remember Jesus when he was on a boat and a storm came up?  

Now, this storm was life threatening.  It was life threatening.  

Now, Jesus got up and rebuked the storm.  Now, think about 

Jonah for a second.  Jonah was on a boat and a similar storm 

came up and it was life threatening, but this storm was from 

God.   
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00:10:09 

 

The one Jesus rebuked was from the devil, but this storm -- 

notice, it’s the same storm, one storm was from God, the other 

storm was from the devil.  Jesus recognized that it was from the 

devil and he rebuked it.  He rebuked and commanded it to cease.  

You see, that storm that Jesus rebuked couldn’t have been from 

God because if it was from God, he will be working against His 

own kingdom.  And He said, a kingdom divided against itself 

cannot stand.  So, we know that if Jesus rebuked it, it wasn’t 

from God.  Jonah on the other hand had a storm also.  But His 

storm was from God.  Notice this, the same storm, the same 

storm that they both threatened lives.  People and the disciples, 

they were afraid for their lives.  The men on the boat with 

Jonah, they were afraid for their lives.  Both storms interrupted 

lives and they threatened lives. Yet, one was from God and the 

other, was from Satan.  And it was hard to tell the difference. 

 

 But here’s the difference I begin to see.  Jonah knew.   Jonah 

knew.  See, there’ something about it.  When the storm is from 

God, your (00:11:23).  Your (00:11:26) will bear witness.  You 

know.  I mean, when you’re not living life, when there’s 

something wrong in your life and you know it’s there, I mean, 

when something happens to your life, you know that it’s coming 

from God.  God is trying to get your attention.  You know God is 

trying to draw your attention through it.  You know it.  You 

know if it was from God.  There’s no question.  You know when 

God is speaking to you.  You know it.  You know it because -- I 

mean, the moment it happens, something goes off on the inside 

and you’re able to judge whatever it is and your life is not 

pleasing to God and you know it’s there. 

 

00:12:03 
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