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Well, we have been ministering on the family. Particularly, we have been looking at 
the marriage portion of the family and the reason I have focused on the marriage, 
that is the core of the family. Now, that is the core of the family and you cannot 
focus on the children if the marriage is no good because the marriage is the core, it 
is the focus of the family and a lot of families have gone into trouble because they 
focus on the children and they let the relationship between them go to wings. And 
so, the core is the marriage. In fact, statistics prove that children actually do better 
when the marriage between mama and daddy is good. So, having a strong marriage 
an a good marriage literally affects the children, so the whole family benefits when 
that relationship is nurtured between husband and wife, and that is why I have 
taken the liberty to ministering great detail because some of the marriage covenant, 
the marriage relationship. And in the process of that, a lot of the things that we 
have discussed go for, and it is actually a great help in dealing with children as well 
out of the principles, because the principles apply the relationships and they work 
between the relationship of husband and wife, and also between parent and child. 
So a lot of the principles apply to the children and will bless and benefit the whole 
entire family as well. 
 
Let us look at a scripture from the book of Matthew 19 and let us just begin reading 
it. Verse 3, here is an instance where Jesus was asked about marriage and divorce 
and this is His reply. Let us begin reading Matthew 19 beginning with verse 3 and 
we will read through verse 9, ready. Read, “3The Pharisees also came unto him, 
tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for 
every cause?  4And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he 
which made them at the beginning made them male and female, 5And said, For this 
cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they 
two shall be one flesh? 6Wherefore, they are no more two, but one flesh. What 
therefore God has joined together, let man not put asunder. 7They say unto Him, 
why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her 
away? 8He said unto them, Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts suffered 
you to put away your wives, but from the beginning, it was not so. 
 
Now we can stop right there, it goes on a little further but I just want to talk from 
asunder tonight, “Divorce-Proofing Your Marriage.”  We just read here and we just 
saw that, divorce was never got intent, never His will. It was really never His 
design. It was never His plan for marriage, but somehow we have, in this present 
day, we have allowed some things to get out of order and out of God’s way. Now 
Jesus said, “Moses allowed divorce because of the hardness of your heart, because 
you were unwilling to change, because you are unwilling to do it in God’s way, 
because you are unwilling to obey God, seek God’s best, because you are unwilling 
to do these things, divorce was inevitable. Because if you are not going to do it in 
God’s way, you are going to have problems and without God’s solution, without 
being obedient to God and look into God, doing God’s plan and His best for your life, 
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divorce was inevitable. And as Jesus explains, it was never got intention, He simply 
allowed it because of your stubbornness and your rebellion, you are the reason that 
divorce was allowed. And in the US I read a statistic that said, “Every year in the 
US, there are over 1 million divorces—every year in the US.”  Over 1 million 
divorces every year in the US. 
 
And so obviously, there is some things that are going wrong in society and in our 
homes and in our marriages. And as a result, we see these devastating statistics. 
And so, my intent in this series is to reduce that and put a stop to that especially an 
alliance of God’s people to shine the light. 
 
Back in the Old Testament, I believe it is in the book of Exodus, the Bible says that 
God’s people had light in their dwelling, the Egyptians did not. It was God in their 
dwelling—light. Well, the Bible says, “The entrance of His word gives light.”  And 
so, I believe, the entrance of God’s word into our homes and into our marriages 
gives light. God always intended to for His people to be living in the light of His 
word. And as we live in the light of His word, it should call, there should be a 
difference. There should be a recognizable difference in the happiness of the homes 
of Christians versus non-Christians because we have light. Can somebody say, 
“Amen?” 
 
And so, there are some things that we are talking about in this series, so tonight, 
we are talking about “Divorce-Proofing Your Marriage” and all of these series really 
have been giving principles and things that help you divorce-proof your marriage, 
simply meaning, “To prevent divorce.” 
 
I have heard of certain items being water-proofed and I have heard of things that 
have been water-proofed and that simply us to keep water from water destroying it. 
It means that it can withstand water; water would not get in and destroy it. And so, 
you can have items that are water proofed, that means there is something has been 
done to protect against the damage effects of water. And so, I believe we can have 
our marriages divorce-proof, Amen. 
 
There are also a procedure that a lot of times when you are dealing with upholstery 
or carpet, every time I have my carpet came, the guy always ask me, “Would you 
like to get that scotch-guarded.”  And what he means by getting it scotch-guarded, 
he means that there is an application that he can put down that would resist stains, 
it will prevent stains from being in your carpet as a protective, and something that 
he puts down that is preventive and protective against stains. I believe that there 
are, in the same manner in our homes and in our marriages, there are some 
principles. There are some applications that we need to apply to protect against 
divorce, against unhappiness, against separation from those things that would tear 
apart homes and marriages today. So we are talking about “Divorce-Proofing Your 
Marriage.” 
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And I realize that a lot of you, those watching that television, a lot of you are 
already divorced, you have gone through it, and when you went through it, there 
might have been some things that you did not know, and a lot of times people will 
give him a marriages that things do not work out and they just quickly divorce. 
They are limited in their knowledge. They are limited in their understanding of 
their relationship and the covenant. They just do not have a clue and they just quit. 
It is really funny how quickly we give up and quit in marriage. In other things, we 
will stick with it and we will test and we will try and we will try to fall. But a lot of 
times in these marriages, just quit calling it a quits and we give up and we walk 
away. 
 
I have read this statement and I thought it was good. It said, “This one basic needs 
are not met in a marriage, we either withdraw in flight or we turn and fight.”  We 
either withdraw in flight or we turn and fight, that sums up a lot of household and a 
lot of marriages. I heard Pastor Dale make this statement and I found it to be true. 
He said, “If the only tool that you have is a hammer, you will treat all of life’s 
problems like nails.”  And so, what is happening in our marriages is that we are 
limited because we do not have the tool. We only have one tool and so we will just 
treat everything with just of what we know and we are limited in our equipment 
and we do not know how. We do not know how to make each others needs. We do 
not understand the differences between men and women. Honestly, there are some 
basic differences just with those differences alone, so people will not be able to get 
along just because of the difference in the specie between the gender of male and 
female. 
 
And so if there is no understanding of the differences and the way that God created 
you differently and uniquely, and if you do not understand those differences and 
how to relate to them, it causes divorce. But when you understand those differences, 
you will realize, and a lot of times that that person is not being cruel to me, that is 
their make up. That is what a man does, and if you understand what a man does, 
then you could work to bring about change and you can work to resolve things. But 
first of all, it must be a basic understanding of the differences between men and 
women, differences in emotions, differences physically and there is a range of 
differences between male and female. And so, when those basic needs are not met, 
we either withdraw in flight or we turn and fight. 
 
This is a true story. Just to say this, sometimes the wife is being hurt in some of 
these fights. This is a true story, but that was what the pastor that told me about a 
situation where there was a domestic disturbance at a home, the police got there, 
and there had obviously been a fight and when he looked at the husband, then he 
looked at the wife, he locked the wife up. When he saw the condition of the husband, 
he actually put the wife in the backseat and put her in jail. She had beaten that 
little fellow to a pole. 
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A lot of times, in this relationship, it is really the wife that can cause physical and 
vitally harm. And so, we must understand that there are certain laws that govern 
marriage and if these laws are not operated in your marriage, there is going to be a 
crash, just like this certain laws that govern aviation. And in those laws are 
deviated from, you are going to have more plane crash. And so it is in marriage, 
that laws that govern marriage and without an understanding of these things, it 
tends for disaster. And that is really what I have found from all of my study and all 
of my researches, that one thing I have found is that from the majority of problems 
is because of a lack of knowledge. At the end of it, is a lack of knowledge. You do not 
know any better, we do not know, we really do not know how am affecting my 
spouse, and I do not know how I am suppose to react, and I do not know how she 
feels. And because we do not know any better we do not have ay information. So, the 
number one thing is arming yourself with information concerning to the marriage 
relationship. 
 
There was a gardener that I was reading about; he said he has the most beautiful 
immaculate garden. His garden just flourished and he had different types of plants 
in his garden and he knew each kind and he knew the soil, he knew the needs and 
the nutritional requirements. He took great time to study each plant to provide the 
right sunlight and the right nutrients and his garden flourished. And that same 
man lost his family. And so, while his garden was flourishing, his family was 
wilting. And the same care that he gave to his garden to cause it to flourish and to 
prosper is the same care that you have to give to the family. You got to know the 
needs, you got to know the requirements, you got to study, you got find out these 
things and begin to operate in these laws that governs marriages. As we said last 
time, good marriages do not just happen. There are successful, principles that are in 
operation in all happy marriages and all marriages that are successful, there are 
certain basic principles there, laws there that govern those marriages that cause 
those good results. 
 
There was a woman who is 80 years old and she had a wonderful marriage. She was 
married about 60 years and her husband had finally preceded her in death, so she 
was 80 years old and she was still alive and somebody interviewed her concerning 
her marriage. And they were very curious to know how she kept her husband from 
having an affair. In 60 years of marriage, how does she affair-proof her marriage? 
And she said—this is an 80-year-old woman—“That was simple, I simply drain all 
the juice out of him before he left home.” That was the wisdom and the advise from 
an 80-year-old woman. She said, “I never had a problem with my husband having 
an affair. He left home, he had nothing left.” She said, he never left the house 
because I drained the juice on him every time before he left the house. That is why 
we have a happy marriage.” See they have a happy marriage. 
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I cannot think of it, but I read there are two things that one study found for a happy 
marriage, passion and sex was one of them. I forgot the other one. But there were 
two things that were made for a good marriage. And so, we understand that these 
are some things and there are just practical things and some practical needs that 
are unmet that are causing divorce. 
 
Here is my first principle. First principle is never use the word divorce in your 
marriage. In your home, never let that word be spoken. Never use the word 
“Divorce.” I have been married for nearly 12 years and that is one word that has 
never been uttered in my home, divorce. It is often found that couples that get 
divorced are found that they said it repeatedly throughout their marriage. And you 
know, the pastor preached on Sundays said you have what you say. So never, never 
use “Divorce.” 
 
I heard Pastor Dale, he said that he counseled a couple and he just sort of picked up 
in the spirit and he told them, he gave them advice. He said, “Do not ever use the 
word divorce. And they looked at each other and out of amazement, “Like how did 
you know that we were using that, because we have been using a quite heavy.” He 
said, “Do you want to save this marriage? Never use that word again.” They did not 
heed his counseling; they went right back to using “divorce” at home and shortly 
after that, they did divorce. And so, that is very important, never use the word 
“divorce.” Not even in your vocabulary, scratch it out in the dictionary. That is one 
word, there is no conception of that at all. 
 
Here is number two—another good principle; do not take each other for granted, 
value your spouse. This is what we lose. It is an interesting principle because it has 
found that the more you value something, the gentler you will handle it. Just to give 
you a case some point, if I gave you an ancient Chinese paper-thin vase and told you 
that it was worth $50,000.00 and I told you to take it to the bank and have it 
deposited down a special holding vault for me. You will handle that with care 
because of its value. You will handle it gently. On the other hand, if I went to the 
dollar store and bought an imitation vase and pay the dollar for it, and told you to 
take that somewhere, you would throw that on the back of the seat. Let it roll down 
on the floor, you would not even bother to pick it up because you know the 
differences and the value. When you value something, you handle it a lot more 
gently. And so, in a marriage, what happens often is that you lose value for one 
another. You do not appreciate one another. You take him for granted and as you 
lose value, that is why you start handling one another roughly because you do not 
value one another in the law. You criticize and you condemn and you hurt one 
another because there is no value. And so, that is a very powerful principle—value. 
 
I remember when Pastor Nathaniel, this was years ago when he first got his car, he 
lent Mr. Cotton key to his Mercedes, a brand new Mercedes, and he let it keep it for 
a week. And Mr. Cotton knew that how much that car cost. He knew that was an 
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$80,000.00 car. I did not go home with Mr. Cotton that week but I just imagined 
that Mr. Cotton probably peeped out of his door and say, “Hey man, just make sure 
that car is alright. I was not there but I am just imagining it. He knew the value of 
that car. Every night went to bed he peeped out there and made sure it is alright. 
So as when he woke up in the morning, he ran into that door and looked out there 
and made sure that car was alright, because he knew the value of it. And so, every 
time you place value on your spouse, you are going to treat them differently. The 
attention is going to be different. The value, and so, in a marriage when the 
relationship goes down, check the value. You do not value one another any longer, 
you are taking it for granted, and the treatment follows. So value is very important. 
We are going to get back to that in a second on another sense. 
 
Here is the third principle, “Affection.” Keep your affection strong in marriage. I do 
not know why, when we are dating, you notice when we are dating, you have a 
higher value, you just steam one another. The man would break his neck, getting 
over to open a car door and let the lady out and open doors for her and bring her 
flowers. He values her. And notice when people are dating, they are holding hands, 
walk down the mall holding hands, sit in the movie, theaters just necking. But some 
of you, I think never dated. And then when we get married, there is no such thing 
as holding hands. That is a great power and affection. There was some studies done 
on the power of touch and they found that there are 5 million touch receivers in the 
body, 2 million are in the hand alone—2 million touch receivers in the hand alone, 5 
million in the body. 
 
But there is something about the power of affection and touch that promotes health. 
There was a study done and this may sound a little cruel, but there was a study 
done with a little of rats—they took from baby rats. What they did, they took half of 
the rats and half of the rats, from the day they were born, they nurtured them, they 
touched them, they held them, and they hug them. They took the other little of rats 
and they did not touch them at all. Now, they gave both groups rats the same 
amount of food, the same amount of nutrition, everything else were even. Only 
difference was the touch. And here is the experiment they did, after the rats have 
lived for about six months or so, here is the experiment they did. They took the 
same two sets of rats. They took a platform that was about six feet off the ground 
and what they did, they would put the rats on the platform and they will knock the 
rat off the platform so the rat will fall six feet into the cement floor. 
 
Here is the interesting thing, the rat that received the loving touch, the care, they 
hit the floor shook it off and ran off. The other rats who received no care, they all hit 
the floor and died. It was an interesting study. The rats with no touch were weaker, 
more susceptible to injury, they died, and they were not as strong as the rats that 
received touch. And so, there is a powerful principle in touch and affection that 
produces health. 
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There was another study done at the hospital and there was a particular doctor that 
conducted this study and what he did, he took half of his patient and when he would 
go to see the patient, he would hold their hands, rub their arms and talk to them. 
And the other half of his patients, when he would go in their room, he would not 
touch them. When all of these patients got ready to check out, they asked the 
patients one question. They said, “How many times that the doctor comes to visit 
you?” Now, the doctor came to visit all of the patients the same number of times, 
but their response was different. The patients who were touched by the doctor, they 
said that he came to see us. The number they used was twice. It seems like he came 
twice as many times as he really did as the patients that did not receive a touch 
from the doctor, their number was half of what the other patient. So, there is 
something powerful in touch. They though that doctor had been in the room twice as 
many times as he did just because he touched them. 
 
And so, there is something powerful about affection—in marriages, holding hands 
and snuggling and hugging. More than just romance, there is something that is 
powerful there that actually promotes the health of the individuals and the 
marriage relationship—it promotes health. 
 
Another study was done at a library. The librarian was instructed to touch half of 
the people that came in. Half of the people that came in the library that received the 
touch from the librarian, they behaved themselves better, and they took better care 
of the book, they took better care of the library, they were more cordial to the 
librarian. The people that did not receive a touch, they were tearing the books up, 
just messing out the library. And it was amazing, nothing different but just the 
touch. So some of these marriages, the people acting crazy, they have not been 
touched, just to get hug. The power of affection, the power of touch. And the same is 
true with our children, the power of giving your children affection. You will be 
surprised of the number of children that are affected because they were never 
hugged, were never loved at home. And girls specially, they grow up and they seek 
love from other men that they never got from their own father at home. The power 
of touch is important. 
 
I remember in Dr. Eric Coles’ ministry. He was doing a teaching on forgiveness. He 
was teaching because so many people were still bitter as adults because they were 
never hugged by their fathers at home. You will be surprised, grown men as well as 
women came down to the altar just to get a hug because he represented their father. 
Many of them were just bitter and angry because they never received affection at 
home. So affection is very important with our children as well as with our spouse. 
So that is the power of touch. 
 
Turn up to the book of Romans 12:10, when you get that say “Amen.” Romans 12:10, 
notice what it says there. “Be kindly affectionate one to another with brotherly love; 
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in honor preferring one another.” So notice that even the Bible tells about being 
kindly affectionate one to another. 
 
There is another principle; I forgot what number, number four I guess. Here is 
another principle, it has a little bit to do with affection, and this principle is called, 
“Light up.” Now, I am not talking about smoking. Here is a principle that is called 
“light up.” It is very interesting. A great power in this principle as well. 
 
It says in this particular principle, “light up” refers to your response when your 
spouse first gets home and you talk about the power of—when you first see your 
spouse, first come to the door, you lighten up, a smile hits your face, you perk up 
your personality, you are cheerful, and you are glad to see them, you rush to him 
and give him a hug. That is a powerful principle in “light up.” And I never knew 
anything about that. Even though this was something, I will not get at home, I 
always rush. If I am at home before my wife, I always rush and give her a hug. I am 
just excited to see her, light up, light up. 
 
Now, it does not sound like it is that important, but it is. You do not know what it is 
like to come home as soon as you hit the door and you will first that. You meet a 
growling woman that is angry. That is why people do not go home. They know there 
will be no “light up” when they get there. So light up, that is a powerful principle. 
 
Here is an interesting study that a group of psychology students did a study on this 
principle of “light up” just to show you the power of it. The power of it is that people 
prefer to be with someone that is showing some expression of gratitude and the half 
in these are gladly seen. But there was a group of psychology students and they did 
this experiment in their class. And what they did, as their professor was teaching, 
they would just sort of sit there and ___3334, but when he went to the third area of 
the classroom while he was walking and lecturing, there was actually a radiator 
heater. When he went near the radiator, all the students agreed that they will perk 
up and sit up and be very attentive in class, like they are really getting into the 
lecture. And so, every time he walk away from the radiator, he will look out and the 
people would start goofing back down in the seat and they were not paying 
attention, kind of bored. 
 
And every time he walked back over toward the radiator, they will perk up, they 
would lighten up, they would really get involved. And the study shows that the 
professor spent the rest of the semester teaching, sitting on top of the radiator. He 
sat on top of the radiator and he spent the semester teaching on top of the radiator 
because he did not even realize what was happening, but he could feel and he was 
the light-up phenomenon to withdraw him. He preferred teaching a group of 
students that would lit up. And the same principle it true with home, you preferred 
coming home when there is somebody that is going to light up when you walk in the 
door. It is a powerful principle. People enjoys being around an environment that 
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lights up. They can feed of, they nourished from, and they feed off of that, they 
nourish from. And they feed off of that and it is very nourishing. It is positive, it is 
loving, it is conducive, and that is why homes have to have that “light up.” And I 
have always done that. 
 
My wife would attest that I always lit up when she got home. I do not even realize 
that that was a very powerful marriage principle, “light up.” And so, so many 
couples when their spouse get home, they cannot wait to unload on her. It is about 
time you got here. We are waiting for you all day and you got to get in here and do 
some of the stuff. You are going to leave me with all—this house is a mess. They get 
lit up alright. They get lit up. 
 
I do not see that is something in that principle. If it is the man that comes home, 
that makes him not want to go home. The Bible tells about a contentious woman, 
nagging woman. The Bible compares it to a leaky faucet. You cannot shut it off. It is 
continual dripping, constantly, constantly reminding you, constantly on your back. 
Turn into your neighbors and say, “Let him to light up.” Light up is so powerful. 
You know what? Marriages would be safe if they just walk in the light-up principle? 
Just the light-up principle, makes it powerful. You would be surprised of that first 
impression when you get home has set the atmosphere for the rest of the evening, 
light up, light up light up. 
 
I am really out of time. I did have one last one to get into and we will stop. Here is 
the final principle we are looking at. I think this is number five, I believe, turn over 
to the book of 1 Peter. You know that light-up principle will work with the children 
as well? Your children actually enjoy being around you. A lot of children do not want 
to go home either because they are going to get lit up. That is why a lot of men are 
seduced into a marital affair? It is because they are not getting any light up at home 
but their secretary is lightening up for him at work. You see, a man, he is going to 
gravitate toward anybody that is making him feel like a man, respecting him and 
admiring him. And so, that is why you have a lot times where men would get 
involved with their secretaries because the secretaries, she is perky, she is 
respectful, she takes care of him, she is lighting up when he gets to the office and 
then she is beautiful. When he gets home, and his wife comes to the door in rollers. 
What takes you so long? Because sometimes they are real. This is real, light up. 
Pick something for your spouse when you get home. Do not always be waiting on 
him with that old bathrobe with holes in it. Light up, because there is a light in that 
principle, light up. 
 
There were even some studies that I have read where men who were having affairs 
with other women and when those men, when they came into the knowledge of 
what they needed to do, when those wives changed at home and started lighting up 
for their husband and being kind and affectionate and loving their husband, those 
husbands cut off the extra marital relationships and they started getting at home. 
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And so, there is a powerful principle that lightens up. It can literally keep your 
marriage from an affair. 
 
Here is the final principle, and I am really out of time, but the final principle is 
what they call, most Christian counselors call this principle, “The banking 
relationship of marriage.” The banking relationship of marriage basically allows you 
to create a marriage account between you and your spouse and every deed that you 
do is either a deposit or as a withdrawal. Those things that your spouse—we turn it 
over to 1 Peter 3:7, it talks about dwelling with your wife according to knowledge. 
Know your wife. And so, this has to do with that verse. When you know your spouse, 
you get to know him, you know what they like, and you know what they dislike. And 
so the marriage banking principle is simply, when you do something they like, that 
is a deposit and when you do something they do not like that is a withdrawal. 
 
Now, a lot of marriage accounts are all withdrawn in the red. And that is why they 
end up in divorce court, because they have all withdrawn, they withdraw more than 
they have deposited. And so, once a deposit is very specific to your marriage, once a 
deposit for my wife may not be a deposit for another man’s wife, so you got to know 
your wife. You got to know. I know what is a deposit from my wife, and I know what 
is a withdrawal with my wife. I know that if I take that trash out, that is a deposit. 
My wife gets home and she see that the trash has been taken out, that is a deposit. I 
got money in the bank. But if my wife gets home and the trash is running over and 
some are spilled over in the floor or behind the trash can, I just made a big 
withdrawal. And so, that is a little example but all of the actions that we do in our 
marriage, all of them are literally you can look at them as banking transactions.  
 
Every word you say is either deposit or is a withdrawal. When you things that your 
spouse do not like, that is a withdrawal. And a lot of people, they continue to do 
that, they just continue withdrawing and withdrawing and after a while your 
account is closed up. They are going to let you withdraw for so long before their 
account is closed, and so, you want to make deposits. Are not this real simple, very 
simple. I mean, this is God’s way. God said, “Dwell with them, know your spouse, 
dwell with them according to knowledge.” You know what makes him mad if he 
makes mad, do not do that. If it makes them happy, do that. It is that simple. Is it 
not simple? If it makes him happy, do it, do more of it. If it makes him mad, stay 
away from that, that is a withdrawal. So the Bible teaches us, make deposits, not 
withdrawal and that will keep your marriage relationship from going bankrupt. 
Praise God. 
 
We are going to stop right there and I pray that you got something that a lot of 
people are simply getting divorced because they do not know; they have no idea 
about God’s way. They have no idea about God’s plan. They have no idea about 
marriage principles. They have no idea about serving one another and pleasing one 
another. So my purpose is simply to give you some tools to use, to divorce-proof your 
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marriage, give you some things to rekindle the fires and the romance in marriage 
and the love and affection in your marriage, and let you know that you have to work 
in it. You cannot take it for granted and you have to work at it. Because these 
marriages just do not happen, it takes a lot of diligence, hard work, it takes 
knowledge. And so, I want to give you knowledge so you will know. 
 
A lot of these things that even I found out, I found out that I was guilty of myself 
and I had to repent before God when I found them out and I said, “God, I had no 
idea. I had no idea I was treating my wife like this until I felt the principle. So God, 
I had no idea I was doing this to my wife. Forgive me, now that I have the 
knowledge, I will change and that is so powerful. Once you get that knowledge, it is 
up for you to make the change.” 


