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C. Elijah Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of The Word because brother you need the 

word.  Amen, praise God, glory to God.  Amen. Praise God. 

 

 Thank you for joining today’s broadcast.  We’re talking about the 

blessing of surrender.   There is something about just that word 

‘surrender’, there’s a great blessing attached to it.  As we begin 

to study the word, ‘surrender,’ it means to comply, it means to 

submit, it means to give over your authority to another person’s 

authority, to give oneself over to another authority, it means to 

yield, it means to yield power or possession to someone else.  So, 

it’s a powerful word.  Principle, that we find in the word of God 

called surrender. 

 

 So, today we’re talking about the blessing of surrender.  Turn to 

your neighbor and say, “The blessing of surrender.”  There’s 

nothing more powerful than a life that is surrender into the 

hands of God.  As nothing more powerful than a life that is 

surrendered into the hands of God.  There’s nothing more 

powerful than a surrendered life in the hands of God.  The Bible 

likens us as unto clay in the master potter’s hands.  You know 

that when clay is in the potter’s hands that clay is surrendered 

to the potter?  The Bible says, “you’ve never heard clay speaking 

back to the potter, saying, ‘what are you doing?  Why are you 

shaping me this way?  Why are you turning me this way?’” Clay 

has to be surrendered to the potter, if it will ever be fashioned 

and molded and shaped into the glorious vessel that the master 

potter has designed.  Like we are as clay in the hands of the 

master potter and we surrender ourselves, just as clay does to 

the potter. 

 

 Surrendered people are the ones that God uses.  I mean 

surrendering is very simple, not something that’s very complex 

or difficult.   Surrendering is simply saying, “yes to God.”  Lord 

yes to Your way, yes to Your will, Lord I am Your servant and 

I’m willing to accept whatever you have for me.  I’ll go where you 

want me to go.  I’ll do what you want me to do.  I’ll say what you 

want me to say, and that’s the essence of a surrendered life 

before God.  Turn over if you will to the Book of James.  The 

Book of James, we’re talking about the blessing of surrender.   

The book of James there, in the New Testament.  The book of 

James Chapter four and when you get there, say, “Amen.”  The 

Book of James right there in the New Testament, right in front 

of First and Second Peter, you will find the Book of James. 
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New testament the Book of James Chapter four and let’s read 

verse seven.  James 4:7, those of you watching by television, 

read along with us.  James 4:7, let’s read that together in 

unison.  Ready, read, “(00:05:04).  Now remember in that 

definition of surrender, submit is one of the definitions of 

surrender.  You could swap that out then you can say surrender 

yourselves to God. 

 

 

00:05:03 

 And resist the devil or submit yourselves to God and resist the 

devil and he’ll flee from you.  As I read that verse, you know the 

Holy Spirit, He said to me, “Some of my people have swap this 

verse around, instead of submitting to God and resisting the 

devil,  He says, “Some of my people are submitting to the devil 

and resisting God.”  They’re submitting to the devil and 

resisting Me.  Many of you know that you’re watching my 

television, I’m sure you would say, “I would never submit to the 

devil” and we think of the devil, we’re thinking some red dragon 

with a pitch fork.  But no, I’m not talking about submitting to 

just a being or a creature but I mean, when you submit to the 

works.  When you submit to the things of the devil, when you 

submit to the things that are the kingdom of darkness, you are 

submitting to the devil and resisting God. 

 

 If you refuse to walk in love, you refuse to forgive, you realize 

you’re resisting God and submitting to the devil?  You realize 

that?  Some of us never thought of it that way.  You realize that 

when you refuse to pray or you won’t pray or you live a life of 

prayerlessness, that’s resisting God and submitting to the devil, 

or you won’t read your Bible, you realize, you’re resisting God 

and submitting to the devil?  You realize that when you gossip, 

you lie, you talk about other people, you’re submitting to the 

devil, resisting God?  You realize that when you live a life with a 

lack of integrity, when you’re all scheme and try to get over on 

people, you realize you’re submitted to the devil and resisting 

God?  You realize that when you go after dishonest gain, allow 

the spirit of greed to takeover, you realize, you’re resisting God, 

submitting yourselves to the devil?  You realize that when a wife 

refuses to submit to her husband, she’s resisting God and 

submitting to the devil?  You realize that when a husband 

refuses to give himself for his wife, he is resisting God and 

submitting himself to the devil?  You realize that when you 
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allow pride, selfishness, envy, jealousy, any of these works of the 

devil to operate in your life, you are submitting to the devil, to 

the kingdom of darkness and in the process, you are resisting 

God.  But that’s not what James 4:7 told us to do, is it?  Let’s go 

back and read it. 

 

 It says, “Submit yourselves unto God.”  Turn to your neighbor 

say, “Submit yourselves unto God.” Submit yourselves unto God, 

I like that.  You notice there’s a period behind that?  That’s a 

whole sentence by itself, that’s a mouthful(ph), there’s a lot more 

in that then to face value.  Submit, he just got playing and begin 

to say, “hey, submit to God not the devil, now resist him, don’t 

resist God,” and so, he had to just make it very basic.  You 

submit to God and you resist the devil.  Verse 13, turn there 

very quickly.  That’s in the New Testament as well, flip back to 

your left a few books, Romans 6:13, it says the same thing.  

Romans 6:13, says, “Neither yield,” in other yield is the same 

word for submit or surrender. 

 

  

00:10:04 

 

 It says, “Neither yield,” or you can surrender.  Neither 

surrender, yield or surrender, ye your members as instruments 

of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God.  So 

He’s saying the same thing.  Don’t yield yourself to the devil, 

don’t yield yourself over on the unrighteousness in sin, all of 

these works of the kingdom of darkness, don’t yield to that, don’t 

give yourself to that, don’t allow that to have place in your life, 

resist that.  But then yield, submit, comply, surrender 

yourselves unto God.  You realize that if you don’t surrender to 

God, you will surrender to something else sooner or later?  If 

your life is not surrendered to God, sooner or later you’re going 

to surrender to somebody else.  We’re created to worship 

something.  No such thing is nothing to worship.  No, if you’re 

not worshipping God, you’re going to be finding yourself 

worshipping your money or worshipping your children, or 

worshipping your job.  Something calls you to surrender to it 

whether it’s pride or whether it’s a substance abuse.  And that’s 

why you’ll find a lot of people when they really come to God, 

they surrender their lives to God.   A lot of them are in bad 

shape because they’ve been surrendering their lives to other 

things all their life.  It got messed up, got them in bad shape. 
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 I remember we had brother Fitzgerald here, administered 

several times, but the tells his life story.  He surrendered to God 

in a motel as he was running from the police.  See, he 

surrendered to God in bad shape as he was running from the 

law.  But that because he has surrendered his life to other 

things, other things that come in to his life and he had 

surrendered himself to unrighteousness.  He had surrendered 

himself to the devil and the work of the kingdom of darkness 

and crime and drugs and so forth.  He had surrendered himself 

to those things and then he was in bad shape when he finally 

surrendered himself to God.  You’ll find, that if you don’t 

surrender to God, you will surrender to something else.  You 

know, you see a lot of athletes that surrendered their lives to 

God.  Deion Sanders has given his testimony that he drove off a 

cliff trying to commit suicide right before he surrendered his life 

to God.   

 

So, he had reached the bottom, that’s because his life was 

surrendered to other things.  He was surrendered to fame and 

money and women.  He was surrendered to success and so if 

you’re not surrendered to God, other things in your life will 

cause you to surrender.  Ultimately cause you to destruction, 

nothing else will work.  People have tried the other thing, 

nothing else will work but a surrendered life to God.  Somebody 

ought to say, “Amen,” right there.  Nothing else but a 

surrendered life to God, that’s all that will work.  You don’t 

believe ask Jonah.  Jonah ended up on the bottom of the sea 

before he surrendered to God.  Isn’t that something?  Sometimes 

we have to go through some hard knocks before we surrender to 

God.  It doesn’t have to be that way.  God will prefer you to come 

the easy.  But He’ll let you have it your way.  You know, 

somebody said, “God won’t make you do right, but He’ll make 

you wish you had done right.” 

 

 So, God says, “You can have it your way.  If you want to go the 

hard way, the rough way,” He’ll let you go, but sometimes God 

will have to literally knock you off your high horse to get your 

attention.  That’s He to Apostle Paul.  The Apostle Paul was 

caught up in his own self-righteousness.  He was a Pharisee, he 

was somebody, he was born of the Tribe of Benjamin, he was 

trained as a (00:14:37).  He was carrying the very letters of the 

church, yet he was resisting God and when Jesus showed up to 

him on the road of Damascus, he said, “Paul, why are 
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persecuting me and why are you kicking against the print.  Why 

are you fighting against me? 

00:15:00 

 

Why are you struggling against me?  Surrender your life, and so, 

he was braindead and knocked off a high horse before he 

surrendered his life to God.  Some people have to travel that 

road of Damascus and others have to find themselves on the 

bottom of the floor of the sea, an ocean, before they surrender to 

God.  But I want you to know that you don’t have to wait for 

your life to come to destruction and you can follow your needs 

right at this moment, lift your hands and say, “God I surrender 

my life to you, all that I am and all that I have, all that I’ll ever 

be, I’ll surrender it to you right now, surrender.  And then, there 

are others of us, we have committed to Christ and we receive, 

and surrendered in our heart towards salvation through Christ, 

we’ve done that.  But the struggle we have, there are other parts 

of our lives that we don’t surrender.   We know Jesus as Savior, 

but we don’t know him as Lord.  You begin to know him as Lord 

when you surrender your entire life.  What area of your life have 

you not surrendered to God?   Turn to your neighbor and ask 

them that.  What area of your life have you not surrendered to 

God? 

 

  

What part of your life is not surrendered to God?  Those of you 

watching my television, what part of your life is not surrendered 

to God?  So, we find the Book of Romans 6:13, another 

translation says, “Surrender your whole being to him”, notice 

that.  James 4:7 and another translation says, “Give yourselves 

completely not partially, completely to God.”  Let me tell you 

something folks, God wants your life, all of it.  Not 95 percent of 

your life, not 99 percent, God wants all of your life.  He wants 

your life.  You remember we read last week?  If a man is willing 

to lose his life for my sake, he’ll find it.  God wants all of your 

life.  He wants us to surrender, I mean give it all to God, 

surrender your abilities to God, surrender your past to God.  I 

don’t care how you messed up, your failures, your regrets, 

surrender all that junk to God.  Surrender your present to God, 

all the present problems.  I know you’re going through things, 

I’m going through things, surrender that to God, surrender your 

future to God, your dreams, your aspirations, surrender that to 

God, allow God to come in to be the pilot of your life, surrender 

your entire life to God. 
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 I’ll repeat this statement that I opened with.  There’s nothing 

more powerful than a surrendered life in the hands of God.  Oh, 

you’re talking about a work of art.  The master potter will do 

when we are surrendered as clay in his hands.  I want you to 

know that when you surrender to God, you will be tested.   

When you make a decision to surrender your life to God, “Well, 

God, I want you to be Lord over every area of my life.”  I 

surrender my finances and I want you to know if you surrender 

your finances to God, there are going be times when you don’t 

see how in the world you could give or the time or to bless 

somebody else, and so that surrender will cause you something.  

I mean all, all the time when you were called to surrender, it’s 

not cheap, it’s costly.   It will catch at opportune times; it’ll be 

something God will require of you.  They will be inconvenient, 

they’ll be unpopular, they’ll be opposite for what you had in 

mind.  They’ll be completely opposite than what you wanted to 

do.  Because remember Jesus prayed, He said, “Lord, take this 

bitter cup away from me.”  See, that wasn’t what Jesus really 

wanted to do.  He surrendered regardless of His own will and 

surrendered His life to God.  I had a woman that came to me 

and she was going through trouble on her job. 

 

00:20:02 

 

Somebody who was scheming against her job line, (00:20:08) 

conniving, colliding, trying to get her fired.  She came to me just 

huffing and puffing mad.  She pointed her finger at me and she 

said, “I tell you what, I’m going to get revenge on her.  If it’s the 

last thing I do, I’m going to get her back.”   When she got 

through blowing all her wind on me, I said, “Have you 

surrendered this to God or are you fighting this?”  She said, 

“What do you mean?”  She said, “I had my plans on fighting 

this.”  I said, “No, surrender that to God,” I said, “You live a 

surrendered life, do what God would have you to do.”  God would 

have you to pray for them, love them, bless them.  Turn the 

other cheek, show them a more excellent way.  Even if you get 

fired for unjust reason, don’t worry about it.  God will promote 

you somewhere else if you do what’s right in his sight.  See, 

that’s a surrendered life.  That’s the point when she had to 

batter her flesh.  The Apostle Paul literally said it this way, this 

way, “Now when you surrender, surrender is not just a one-time 

event.  You got to do this daily.”  The Apostle Paul said, I died 

daily.  
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I die daily, now, what was he talking about?  Literally, he was 

actually talking about his physical life.  He said, “I’m putting my 

life on the line every day I wake, for the calls of (00:21:46).  He 

was talking about the physical danger of his own life.  But 

deeper, he was talking about his flesh.  I died in myself.  I died 

in my flesh daily that I might be surrendered to God.  Jesus put 

it this way, Jesus said, --.  Luke 9:23, we don’t have time to turn 

there. But Luke 9:23, Jesus said, “If people want to follow me, 

they must be willing to give up their lives daily to follow me.  

You got to be willing to give up your life, how often?  Daily, 

sometimes, 50 times a day.  Because your flesh will rise up 

against --.  The Bible says, “your flesh is enmity against God.  

It’ll rise up against God, doesn’t want to surrender to God.  It 

doesn’t want to go God’s way.”  So, he has to die daily.  He said, 

“I died daily.”  Romans 12:1, he says, I beseech you brethren, by 

the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 

sacrifice,” that sacrifice is costing you something, putting your 

life, laying it on the altar, surrendering your flesh to God. 

 

When your flesh wants to say, “no,” and yet you put flesh on the 

altar and then you say, “yes,” living sacrifice.  I read somewhere 

that said, “A living sacrifice can get up and crawl off to the altar 

though,” that’s why you got to die daily.  See, if you’re a living 

sacrifice, you can get off that altar and that’s why we die daily.  

You have to die daily, praise God.  You have to die daily.  Now, 

turn your neighbor say, “you have to die daily.”  You got to die 

daily.  I’m out of time, but let me give you last three things.  

Three blessings I found associated with surrender.  Causes your 

life to be fruitful, causes you to have victory, causes you to have 

peace.  Three biblical blessings I found with the blessings of 

surrender.  God bless you.  Thank you for joining Brothers of the 

Word because brother, you need the word.  Amen. 

 

00:24:14 
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