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C. Elijah: If you would open your Bibles up tonight to the Gospel of John, 
the Gospel of John, Chapter 15, and the Gospel of John is the 
fourth of the four Gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke and then John, 
John Chapter 15, and I would just like to read Verse 11, John 
Chapter 15, Verse 11, let’s read that in unison, John 15, Verse 
11.  Ready?  Read!   

 
 “These things have I spoken onto you, that my joy might remain 

in you, and that your joy might be full.” 
 
 And also turn over to John 16, the next chapter, He says the 

very same thing, Verse 24, John 16, let’s read Verse 24, it says, 
ready?  Read, “Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name: ask, 
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” 

 
 And then Chapter 17, the next chapter, Chapter 17, Verse 13 

and He says “And now I come to thee; and these things I speak 
in the world that they might have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves.” 

 
 And so here in the Gospel of John we -- we find something very 

unique in the Gospels, John is actually the only Gospel writer 
that records -- that records this particular desire of the Lord 
Jesus that reveals this part of His nature and His desire for us.  
Matthew, Mark and Luke, they don’t really talk about joy, but 
John picked up on it, and so that’s why it’s interesting to study 
the different Gospel writers, because some of them will place 
emphasis on certain things, some of them will pick up some 
things that the other writers didn’t pick up, so some of them 
have a different view.  

 
And so John, he picks up here on something, I don’t know how 
the other writers, Matthew, Mark and Luke missed it, but John 
picked it up, and it was something about joy, it was something 
about joy that Jesus kept saying, He kept repeating himself.  In 
John 15, John 16, John 17, He kept saying the same thing and it 
was actually getting close to the final days of His life upon earth 
and Jesus was expressing His desire and His will for His people, 
believers that were present and believers that would come, 
including you and I, and Jesus expressed over and over 
something about His joy remaining in us.  
 
And there was one word that He kept using.   Go back and look 
at it again, John 15, Verse 11, John 15, Verse 11, He says, these 
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things, John 15, Verse 11, “These things have I spoken onto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be 
full.”  I like that, full.  Notice he says full, full, not half empty, 
full; not partially filled, full, that your joy might be full.  
 
In John 16:24, he says it again, John, Chapter 16, He says, “that 
your joy might be full.”  And then in John 17, He says that my 
joy might be fulfilled in them. 

 
 And so he kept repeating that and saying full, so I just want to 

use that as a subject tonight, Full Of it, Full Of it.  Turn to your 
neighbor and say, you ought to be full of it.   

 
Audience Members: You ought to be full of it. 
 
C. Elijah: Now, the world uses that phrase and they are not talking about 

joy, when they say you are full of it.  But that’s literally what 
Jesus said, I want you all to be full of it, I want you all to be full 
of it.  My joy that My joy may remain in you, in all of its fullness 
that it will remain in your hearts, that My joy would remain in 
you in all of its fullness that it will remain in your heart. 

 
00:05:02 
 
 Another translation says that my joy would rise higher and 

higher until it’s full in your heart.  That my joy would rise 
higher and higher.   

 
So there is something about joy there that Jesus expressed a 
great desire and that was obviously very important to him, you 
know, or else He wouldn’t have mentioned it three consecutive 
times in a row on His way out.  He kept saying, I want you to 
have My joy.  In fact, He taught that whole chapter.  He said, I 
taught all these things so that your joy would be full, My joy will 
stay with you. 

 
 And then in John 17, He prayed to God and He said, God, I gave 

your word in the earth and I did all these things and Lord, I 
praise that my joy; he even prays for it, that joy, His joy would 
remain and then be full in our lives.   

 
So Jesus wants us to be full of it, it’s the Will of God for us to be 
full of joy.  Turn to your neighbor and say, be full of it.  
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Audience Members: Be full of it. 
 
C. Elijah: Be full of it, be full of it.  Now, this is part of -- literally, this is 

part of God’s abundant life, Jesus said that I came that you 
might have life and have it more abundantly.   

 
One translation says that you might have and enjoy life.  
Literally saying that you would have life in joy, that you would 
have life in Joy.  And that’s Jesus saying, that’s why I came that 
you could have life and have it in joy, have it in joy, have it in 
joy, joy, joy. 

 
 And that’s something Jesus wants us to get a hold of about the 

joy, and I don’t know what it is about it, but very recently the 
Lord just started dealing with me about joy, and He was 
basically dealing with my heart, you know, that don’t forget 
about it, you are letting this slip.  You are strong in faith, you 
are strong in My words, you are strong in prayer, but you don’t 
have any joy, you don’t have any joy, there ought to be some joy 
in your life.  Joy is a powerful force. 

 
 And it was even a part here that Jesus gave us, His last will and 

desire for us that we would have His joy, Jesus was full of it, He 
was full of joy, He was full of joy, and He gave us His joy, and 
that joy is in us.  And so often, if we are not careful, we can 
allow that force of joy that’s on the inside of us to be dormant in 
our lives and we can go through this life begrudgingly and we 
can go through this life, you know, looking like a dry prune, no 
joy at all, missing the very flavor of life, missing the enjoyment 
of God and the way God intends us to enjoy life. 

 
 But how many of you know that I don’t know about you, but I 

want to be full of it, and I want to live and I want to operate and 
I want to dwell and abide in this joy that Jesus talked about and 
that He gave us and told us to be full of it, to be full, to abide, to 
remain in His joy, to have life in joy, to have life in joy. 

 
 And so the Lord just sort of rekindled that in my heart, you 

know, so often we can become so serious in life and so many 
cares and you get worried and you get stressed out, so many 
problems and before you know it, there is no joy at all, there is 
no -- you are just going through the motions in life, no joy, but 
that’s not the way Jesus intended and that’s not God’s Will for 
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your life.  God’s will for your life is for you to be bubbling over, 
just flowing over with joy, just with joy, joy, that joy coming out 
of the inside, showing up on the outside.  The joy of the Lord as 
Jesus gave it and left it for us and told us to walk in and to live 
in it.   

 
Brother Smith Wigglesworth, he was -- I mean he just -- he was 
just so full of joy, just so full of joy, and he was a plumber by 
trade and he was actually at a home, he was at a particular 
lady’s home doing some plumbing work on her faucets and pipes 
and so forth.  And he was just whistling there and just the glow 
on his face, and the woman who he was doing the work for, she 
was not saved, so she didn’t know the Lord, but she noticed his 
joy, and after a while she said -- she said, whatever it is you 
have got, I want.   
 
And he said -- he said well, he said this is the joy of the Lord, 
and he led her in the salvation that she would receive the Lord 
and then she came over into that joy also. 

 
00:10:02 
 

And so it ought to be something that people notice.  Joy actually 
is one of the things, it’s supposed to be a part of our witness to 
the world.  Even if we never name the name of Jesus, if we never 
-- they never knew we were Christians, but our joy alone is 
supposed to be enough to attract the world, to see what it is that 
we have, joy, joy. 

 
 The children of Israel, that’s how the people of the world, they 

knew they were God’s people by their joy, by their joy.  And so 
joy is a very powerful force that God has given us to live in and 
to walk in and to have victory in this life, to overcome the 
triumphs and the challenges of life through this force of joy, joy, 
joy. 

 
 Turn to your neighbor and say, be full of it.  
 
Audience Members: Be full of it. 
 
C. Elijah: Be full of it, joy.  Nehemiah 8:10, most of you know this.  It 

simply says, the joy, the joy, the joy, not the sorrow, not the 
heaviness, the joy, the joy of the LORD is our strength.  The joy 
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of the LORD is our strength.  The joy of the LORD is our 
strength. 

 
 Well, how do we get this joy?  How do we get this joy?  How do 

we maintain this joy?  How do we cultivate this joy?  How do we 
develop this joy? 

 
 Turn over to the Book of Psalms, the Book of Psalms, the Book 

of Psalms.  Some of you have been missing out on the joy and 
you haven’t been walking in the joy.  You have just been going 
through the motions, and God wants you to rekindle the flame of 
joy in your life.  He wants you to rejoice and be glad in Him, to 
be full of it.  His joy would remain in you and be full. 

 
 Psalms 16:11, Psalms 16:11, when you get that, say Amen!  

“Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of 
sorrow.”  Joy; in thy presence is fullness of joy. 

 
 So here we -- we understand, first of all, that joy comes out of 

the presence of God.  So if there is no joy in your life or if you 
have not been operating in joy it’s because you haven’t spent 
time dwelling in God’s presence.  Joy in His presence is fullness 
of joy.  

 
 Now, the first thing here is joy comes out of our union with 

Christ.  The Gospel of John, Chapter 15 discusses that, but it 
simply says that He is the vine and we are the branches, and the 
branches cannot bear fruit in and of themselves unless they are 
connected to the vine. 

 
 And joy is a fruit, and so it teaches that joy flows literally out of 

our union with Christ.  And so we have to maintain our union; 
no union, no joy.  You keep your union with Christ strong, joy 
will be the fruit, it will be the produce that will flow in your life. 

 
 So number one, in His presence is fullness of joy.  You show me 

somebody with no joy, I will show you somebody that hasn’t been 
in His presence very much.  Joy is in His presence.  And so we 
have to maintain our union with Christ.   

 
Joy, joy, joy is a produce, produce of the spirit, manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit.  One of the fruits of the spirit; in fact, joy is 
listed as the second fruit of the spirit and I believe God listed 
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them in their order of importance.  First is love and right after 
love is joy, joy. 

 
 And that’s what Jesus said, He gave -- He gave -- He gave His 

disciples literally two things.  He said, I want you all to walk in 
My love and I want you to be filled with My joy.  Walk in my 
love and be filled with my joy. 

 
 And so joy is listed as the second fruit of the spirit, and it’s 

produce, it’s the outflow literally of the spirit of God, but we 
have that fruit on the inside of us, we have His joy, but it’s our 
job to develop it and to cultivate it and to manifest it in our 
lives. 

 
00:15:12 
 
 Ephesians 5 says, “Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; 

but be filled, but be being filled with the Spirit; Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart to the Lord”.  And that’s joy. 
Singing is an expression of joy, speaking to yourselves in 
psalms, that’s an expression of joy.  And so this expression of joy 
is an outflow literally of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

 
 And so the Bible says, no, be being filled with the Spirit; 

Speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”.  Joy, 
being filled with joy, being filled with joy. 

 
 Another way that we cultivate joy is out of God’s words.  Psalms 

119, the Psalm has declared.  He said, “Thy word is a rejoicing of 
my heart”.  Thy word is a rejoicing of my heart. 

 
 And then in Philippians 4:4, the Apostle Paul, he out it a little 

differently.  He literally commanded us to be in joy.  He said this 
is an act of your will.  And so he says -- in Philippians 4:4, he 
says “Rejoice” he said “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I 
say, Rejoice.” 

 
 Now he told us to do it always, if we couldn’t do it always, that 

would be unfair of Him to command us to that, wouldn’t it?  
That would be unfair of God to command us to do something 
that we are incapable of doing.  But no, He says rejoice, and it’s 
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also -- it’s literally a command.  “Rejoice in the Lord always: and 
again I say, Rejoice.” 

 
 And so, it’s an act of our will, and we came up our mind and we 

are going to rejoice and walk in the joy of the Lord and have the 
Lord -- the joy of the Lord in our hearts and flowing out of our 
lives in abundance.  And I making a decision tonight to be full of 
it, to be full of -- to be full of it.  Turn to your neighbor and say, 
“I am going to be full of it”, “I am going to be full of it”, “I am 
going to be full of it.”  Rejoice, rejoice literally means -- means to 
brighten up. 

 
 Everybody just brighten up real quick, just brighten up.  That’s 

literally what rejoice means, it means to brighten up, brighten 
up, gladden yourselves. 

 
 The Bible says, serve the Lord with gladness, not sadness, serve 

Him with gladness.  Brighten up, turn to your neighbor and say, 
“brighten up”.  That’s the joy of the Lord, that’s a joy of the Lord 
that flows out of our hearts.  Paul said rejoice and it’s 
interesting, you know?  When he commanded us to rejoice, you 
would have thought that he was on top of the world, he was 
actually in prison when he told us to rejoice.  In prison, told us 
to rejoice. 

 
 What a way to -- I mean what -- I mean what a walk with the 

Lord.  Here he is commanding other people to rejoice and he is 
in prison.  Rejoice in prison. 

 
 And so joy is not based on circumstances, not based on what’s 

happening to us, but it’s based on what’s happening in us.  Joy 
flows out of us.  And so, it comes from our union with Christ, 
from the presence of the Lord.  So rejoice and again, I say 
rejoice. 

 
 Flip over with me quickly to the -- to the Book of James, Book of 

James.  Book of James Chapter 1.  Book of James Chapter 1.  
James obviously caught a hold of the power of joy in the life of a 
believer, and he begins here in Verse 2. 

 
00:20:00 
 

And let’s read Verse 2 in unison James Chapter 1, Verse 2, let’s 
read that in unison. Ready? Read! 
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 ‘My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 

temptations;’ or another translation says when you come into, 
fall into various trials, various kind of trials, no matter what 
trouble comes your way, James say immediately, notice what he 
did, immediately, immediately he said, all right, let’s stimulate 
to joy, let’s get joy working in your life. Joy when the trial comes, 
immediately James called on joy, joy, joy. 

 
 And so there is obviously something James knew and 

understood about the power and the force of joy in our lives no 
matter what trial or situation or what type of trouble it is, he 
immediately said, guard your joy, get your joy working because 
normally what happens when things begin to go wrong in our 
lives, the first thing that happens we lose our joy, joy is the first 
thing to go. 

 
 And so, he said, no, count it all joy, count it all joy, count it all 

joy. I mean the worst situations you are in, the happy you ought 
to be, count it all joy is what James said. And there is something 
he knows there about the force and the power of joy at work in 
our lives. 

 
 And so, it’s vitally important to maintain, maintain the spirit of 

joy, maintain the spirit of joy. How many of you just let you 
think you have let some trials and some different problems in 
life so to get you down and you let your joy slip on occasions, you 
let some things go, no, no, rejoice, count it joy, count it joy, when 
you fall into these various trials, count it joy, count it joy, count 
it joy. 

 
 You know, I read something interesting here about the power of 

joy, even Jesus, the Bible says, He endured the cross, He 
endured the cross He was able to endure the cross because of the 
joy that was set before it. Even on the cross, joy hit Jesus. And 
that the Bible literally says that’s all the way He was able to 
endure it, joy, he got to thinking about the reason why he was 
dying, and he got to thinking as he was dying, he got to thinking 
about that he literally stripped all authority from Satan. He is 
literally getting ready to go into the depths of hell and take the 
keys of death, hell and the grave from it, he is literally about to 
satisfy the justice of God and do away with sin and sickness and 
sorrow and disease. 
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 About to redeem God’s people and bring them back in their right 
fellowship with Him, he got to thinking about restoring the 
family of God and restoring the glory of man, and the Bible says, 
it’s the joy that was set before Jesus, He was able to endure the 
cross, joy; joy got a hold of Him, joy got a hold of Him, joy is 
powerful. 

 
So He got to the point where He was no longer looking at the 
nails, He started looking at the joy, and that’s the same thing 
James is saying here, Chapter 1, don’t look at your trials, start 
looking at the joy. I mean, when you come into a trial, you ought 
to say praise God, this is another opportunity to believe God, 
this is another opportunity to see God work in my life, this is 
another opportunity for the word of God to be proved true in my 
life. 
 
This is another opportunity for me to grow, this is another 
opportunity for me to stay, this is another opportunity for God to 
prove Himself through me and workout something in my life, 
joy, joy. That changes your trial when you look at it like that 
then. Glory to God, let’s change this up, it changes, it changes 
some things. 
 
And so that’s why James immediately when he said, when you 
fall into trials, immediately you got to get the joy going, get the 
joy going, get the joy going, get the joy going. You know and that 
really -- it confuses the devil, he, I mean, the devil didn’t 
understand that when he is hit with everything he has, and then 
you still have joy. 
 
Brother Ivan I liked that song, you played, you still have joy, 
still have joy, above all the things -- Brother Ivan can you come 
play a little bit of that?  I still have joy after all the things I have 
been through, I still have joy, still have joy, count it all joy, still 
have joy, let’s play it, let’s play, let’s play a little bit of that. 
 

 
00:25:05 
 
[Music] 
 
 Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  We have to see.  I got one or two more 

and then we will be dismissed. 
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 I just figured we might, we are practicing joy, why we would end 
in the middle of it. 

 
 Glory to God.  There we need, I mean I believe -- I mean I 

believe the Lord wanted us to gladden ourselves and rejoice and 
getting back over into joy, getting back over into joy.  I mean, I 
mean, don’t get me wrong life is tough, and problems come our 
way and different things happen.  But glory to God.  He doesn’t 
want it to affect our joy.  That joy is coming out of our union 
with Him. 

 
 The world don’t understand that joy.  They don’t have that joy.  

The world has a temporary joy, it’s a -- it’s a fleeting joy, it’s a -- 
it’s not a genuine joy.  They have joy when everything is going 
good.  But praise God.  The people of God have joy even when 
everything is going wrong, we still have joy.  And that’s the 
difference that joy, that joy that flows literally out of God in His 
presence is a fullness of joy.  We are rejoicing in Him.  Not in all 
this junk going on down, but we are rejoicing in Him.  So we still 
have joy.  Still have joy. 

 
 You know this is not the scripture but Romans 14:17 says this, 

“The Kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”  That’s the Kingdom of God, 
righteousness, peace, and joy, righteousness, peace, that’s 
another psalm but I have had righteousness, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. 

 
 May be we will sing that one at the end.  Righteousness, peace, 

and joy, that’s the Kingdom of God.  Joy is one-third to God’s 
Kingdom; righteousness, peace, and joy. 

 
 Let me show you this final Scripture here.  Proverbs Chapter 15, 

Proverbs Chapter 15, Proverbs Chapter 15:15, Proverbs 15:15.  
When you get that say “Amen!” [Amen!] 

 
 Notice that it says, ‘All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he 

that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.” 
 
 Another translation simply says, A life without joy is miserable.  

But a life with joy is a continual feast. 
 
 Another translation literally says, You will always have a 

banquet when you have joy.  You are always on your way to a 
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banquet, and that’s something continual.  Life with joy is a 
continual feast, continual feast, a continual feast. 

 
 Now we understand why the Psalm has said in Psalm 23, “Thou 

preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies.  
We understand that joy, joy, a life with joy is a continual feast.  

 
 God wants us to have a continual feast to live in joy, continue in 

joy, to abide in joy, to enjoy the blessings of God regardless of 
whatever is going on in our lives we enjoy the blessings of God. 

 
 Life with joy is a continual, I like that, just a continual feast, 

never ends.  Just a continual feast. 
 
 Praise God.  I have a little bit more I am going to share but I am 

actually going to stop right there but I have a few more 
scriptures I wanted to share, but I -- I will give them so you just 
look them up in your own private time. 

 
00:30:12 
 

Take a look at Isaiah Chapter 12:3, that talks about how we 
draw water out of the wells of salvation with joy, joy, joy being 
the very bucket which we pull and draw from the wells of 
salvation.  Joy, the joy is a very powerful, powerful force in our 
lives and that God has given us, as a believer and as His child, 
He wants us to walk in His joy. 

 
 Glory to God.  But the Proverbs says that, literally says that 

Amen!  A (00:30:56) bone and to make a body.  So many people 
that are suffering probably all they need is a little joy. 

 
 (00:31:16) do as good, life is heaven.  Joy, empowers joy, 

empowers joy.  And so we just thank God for the joy of the Lord.  
We thank God for we are able to have joy.  Have it to the 
(00:31:34) be filled with joy (00:31:40). 
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