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C. Elijah: Welcome to Brothers of The Word, because brother, you need the 
Word.  Amen!  Amen!   

 
 If you will, if you open your Bibles to the Book of 2 Timothy, 2 

Timothy Chapter 1, that’s in the New Testament, it’s not too far 
from the Book of Revelations.  So if you want to go to the Book of 
Revelations and then flip back to the left, about five or six books, 
you would run into 1 and 2 Timothy.  We want to go to 2 
Timothy, 2 Timothy Chapter 1.  When you get there say amen!   

 
Those of you watching by television, please join us, 2 Timothy 
Chapter 1, and let’s read Verse 8 and Verse 9 there in unison. 

 
 Ready?  Read! 
 
 “Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor 

of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the 
gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, and 
called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began.” 

 
 I want to read that Verse 9 one more time, “Who hath saved us, 

and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose”.   

 
And I want to use as a subject, God’s Greater Purpose.  God’s 
Greater Purpose. 

 
 We have talked about why we are here, our purpose for being 

alive and for being born, for being created.  We have talked a 
little bit about our destinies and getting into our prophetic 
destiny, our calling, our life’s calling, our proper vocation using 
the very gifts and the talents and the skills that God has graced 
us with and given on to us.   

 
 We have talked about getting into a place of fulfillment in life, 

pursuing our dreams, pursuing happiness, pursuing and 
achieving our goals, accomplishing certain things throughout 
life, enjoying life, and using all of these things and finding really 
where we fit in, in life in order to advance ourselves and move 
ourselves forward in terms of our enjoyment of life, getting into 
the place that we were really born and destined to be in, in life, 
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doing the work we were called to do, so we have been talking a 
little bit about that.   

 
And as I began to meditate and think upon that, I began to 
realize that there is something more.  We have talked about all 
these things, about us having a happy life and us living our 
dreams and us being fulfilled, but yet in my spirit I can hear 
something saying, there is something more.  There is something 
more. 

 
 Turn to your neighbor and say, there is something more.   
 
Audience Members: There is something more. 
 
C. Elijah: There is something more.  And that’s when God showed me His 

greater purpose.  There is something more than just us, and our 
little lives, and our little happiness.  There is something more 
than us finding a job and working the job, day in and day out, 
and there is something more than us earning a living, making 
money and so forth and trying to climb the ladder of success.  
There is something more.  Something in my heart just kept 
saying, there is something more, there is something more.   

 
And Verse 9 really reveals it, it says, Who hath saved us, 2 
Timothy 1:9, Who hath saved us, talking about God and called 
us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according 
to his own purpose.  That God saved us and called us not for our 
dreams, not for the fulfillment of our life, God saved us and He 
called us for His own purpose, God’s Greater Purpose. 

 
00:05:15 
 
 Turn to your neighbor and say, we are talking about God’s 

Greater Purpose. 
 
Audience Members: We are talking about God’s Greater Purpose. 
 
C. Elijah: He saved us and He called us for His own purpose, for His own 

purpose.  Notice, for God’s purpose.  He called you.  He saved 
you for His purpose, not your purpose. 

 
 And this is where I began to see that this is God’s Greater 

Purpose.  Now, don’t get me wrong, God wants us to fulfilled in 
life, He wants you to live your dreams and He wants you to be 
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happy in your work and fulfilled and using all of your creativity 
and talents and gifts that He has given you and He wants you to 
be successful and enjoying life and all these things.  But there is 
a greater purpose that He saved us for and called us for His 
own, for His own.   

 
Turn to your neighbor and say, His own, His own purpose.  
There is something more that He chose us for, His own purpose, 
His own purpose. 

 
 You ever wonder why the moment you were born again, the 

moment that you received Christ and accepted Him into your 
life, you ever wonder why God didn’t just take you to heaven at 
that moment?  Think about it.  Seems like it would be a whole 
lot easier in terms of our salvation, making sure we make it to 
heaven.  Seems like the minute we say, yes Lord, God just 
translates us to heaven.   

 
You ever wonder why He left you here even after you accepted 
Him, even after you became born again and became literally a 
citizen of heaven, God left you here in a troubled world?   

 
I will tell you why He left you.  He left you here because God has 
purpose for you here in this earth.  God has called you for His 
purpose. 

 
 When you got saved, God had goals in mind for you.  God needs 

you here in the earth to do His work and that’s why we are not 
translated to heaven the moment we receive Him.  We are 
saved, literally we are saved for His purposes.  We are saved and 
called for His own purpose. 

 
 And so God leaves us here to fulfill His own purpose and He 

intends for us to accomplish the goals that He has for our lives.  
And this is what I began to see that we are here in this earth, 
not merely to get all that we can get out of life.  You know, 
sometimes we feel that I want to -- I just want to live life to the 
fullest.  I want to get all that I can out of life.  And, you know, 
there is a greater purpose than that, because that purpose is 
self-centered.   

 
You are trying to get all that you can out of life, but God doesn’t 
want you to just take from life, God placed you here in this earth 
to add to life.  You are here to make life better on this earth.  
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You are here to add life for someone else.  You are here to bless 
mankind.   

 
 And so we are not existing merely to get all that we can out of 

life, no, we are not just taking from life, we are here to add to 
life.  We are here to bless this earth.  We are here to bless 
mankind.  This world ought to be better off because you and I 
were born, because we are here on assignment to carry out God’s 
purpose in this earth and that purpose is to be a blessing to 
mankind and to leave this place better than when we found it 
when we got here. 

 
 And so that’s God’s greater purpose in our lives.  He designed us 

to make a difference in life.  Turn to your neighbor and say, God 
designed you to make a difference in life.   

 
Audience Members: God designed you to make a difference in life. 
 
00:09:54 
 
C. Elijah: He designed you to make a difference.  He designed you to make 

a difference.  I was listening to a take by John Maxwell the 
other day, and he was -- he was -- this is from one of his books 
called ‘Running with the Giants’ and he was taking different 
Bible characters out of the Bible, and he was summing their 
lives up into one statement and he took the life of Noah and he 
summed Noah’s life up into one statement and this statement 
simply said, one person can make a difference. 

 
 If you summed up Noah’s life, it would be one person can make a 

difference and he went onto say that all of us, you and I, we are 
here today because of Noah, you realize that?  If Noah had not 
have carried out God’s purpose for his life, we wouldn’t be here 
today, all because of Noah, one man.  So our lives are here to 
make a difference, we are here to make a difference. 

 
There was a man, older gentleman walking along the seashore 
and the shore was covered with starfish that had been washed 
in land, and he began to pick up the starfish and throw them 
back into the ocean.  And there was a little boy that saw him 
that said to him, he said, sir, you are wasting your time, you 
can’t possibly make a difference.  There is thousands of starfish 
out here that are dying on the shores. 
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 And the man picked up another starfish and he threw it back in 
the water, he said I made a difference in that one.  And so, that’s 
the way it is, that’s the way we are.  We can make a difference, 
we are put here on this earth to make a difference. 

 
 I heard Pastor Dale say something that really blessed my life 

and he simply said this, he said, I don’t want to merely, I don’t 
want to merely count my blessings, I want my blessings to 
count.  I don’t want to merely count my blessings, I want my 
blessings to count.  I want what God has given me, I want to 
take what God has given me and I want to do something with it 
to bless mankind, to be a blessing to others, to bless the earth.  I 
want to bless others that what -- I don’t want to just sit back and 
count the blessings God has given me, but I want to make those 
blessings count.  And so, we are here to make a difference.  We 
are here to make a difference. 

 
Ask yourself this question, how do I want to be remembered?  
How do I want to be remembered?  What is it you want to be 
remembered for, you begin to live your life around the things 
you want to be remembered for. 

 
 When my brother passed, one of my older brothers passed few 

years ago and I forgot which newspaper, one of the local 
newspapers called me and they called me because they wanted 
information about his life.  They wanted to know what he could 
be remembered for and they interviewed me about my brother.  
But I noticed they didn’t ask me how much money he made, they 
didn’t ask me what kind of cars he drove, they didn’t ask me 
what kind of clothes he wore, they didn’t ask me what kind of 
house he lived in, you know what they asked me, they said what 
kind of difference did your brother make?  What did he give 
back, who did he help, that’s what they wanted to know. 

 
 What is it that you wanted to be remembered for?  And I begin 

to tell them what my brother was remembered for and I listed 
several things, I told them, how he helped young men and 
developed young men and he was a father figure to so many 
young men that he took in way what young men and changed 
their lives, there was one young men in particular that said that 
he would have been in jail or dead if it had not been for my 
brother who took him under his wings and saved his life 
literally. 
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 I told him how my brother gave people jobs who didn’t have jobs 
so that they can support their family and I begin to share 
significant things about his life, the difference he made, and 
that’s what he was remembered for. 

 
 Ask yourself that question?  What do I want to be remembered 

for?  What do I want to be remembered for?  There was a man 
that I just read this news, it was a newspaper article, I read the 
headline and it said that a man donated 30 gallons of his own 
blood during the course of his lifetime.  Now, he is still living but 
just up to this point, he has already given 30 gallons of blood. 

 
00:15:21 
 
 And it was interesting when I read it, he said, he didn’t have 

much money to give, so he said he gave what he had, blood, he 
gave life through blood.  He was a giver, 30 gallons of blood he 
has already given.  What do you want to be remembered for?  
What do you want to be remembered for? 

 
 And you began to tap into this and you will see, you begin to see 

that this is God’s greater purpose for our lives, it’s not the 
duration of life, it’s the donation of life that matters; not the 
duration of life, it’s the donation of life.  Reaching beyond our 
own individual worlds to be a blessing to others.  And so the 
Bible teaches here -- something interesting, the Bible teaches 
that we are not saved, here in 2 Timothy, 1:9, it teaches; 

 
 ‘We are not saved by service, but we are saved for service.’ We 

are not saved by service, we are saved for service.  And it goes on 
to teach us that -- that God saved us and called us for His Holy 
Work for His greater purpose. 

 
 Open the book of -- you don’t have to turn that because we don’t 

have time but open the book of 1 John 3:14, it actually says that 
one way that you can prove whether you are born again or not, it 
talks about -- it talks about the loving service, the loving service 
to one another proves whether or not you are born again.  And it 
simply reads, ‘Our love for each other proves that we have 
passed from death to life.’ 

 
You know something, the measure of your salvation, this is an 
asset, the proof of your salvation is your service to others.  It 
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says we can tell that we are born again because of our love to 
one another, our love to the brother. 

 
 Your loving service to one another is the proof whether or not 

you really know Christ and if He knows you and you have to ask 
yourself if you are in a position where you don’t want to serve, 
you have to ask yourself this question, do I really know Christ? 

 
 If I am not moved, prompted to serve, do I really know Christ?  

God’s greater purpose -- God’s greater purpose.  Let me read 
this, this is Ephesians 2, you don’t have to turn that, we don’t 
have time, Ephesians 2:10, it reads this in the Living Bible; 

 
‘It is God himself who has made us what we are and given us 
new lives from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago he planned that 
we should spend these lives in helping others.’ 
 
He planned long ages ago that we should spend these lives in 
helping others, in helping others.  I recently, went to go see a 
movie that’s out now called ‘Bruce Almighty’, I am sure some of 
you have probably seen it, but it’s a comical -- comical movie 
about a man and his relationship with God and even though it 
was a fictitious comedy, I found a great deal of truth in the 
portrayal of God in the movie. 
 
And you will find if you haven’t seen the movie, you will find in 
the movie that God gives this young man certain abilities, 
certain powers and then He leads him for a while, and then we 
He returned, He asked the young man one question first. 

 
00:20:03 
 
 He said, who all did you help with what I gave you?  And the 

man was dumbfounded because he has spent all that God had 
given him on himself, trying to straighten out his own little life, 
on his own little selfish purposes, and the first question God 
pierced him with, He said, who all did you help with all that I 
left you, all that I gave you. 

 
 And, you know, even though that was a comedy, just a movie, I 

was fully sufficient, that question was going to be asked when 
we get to heaven.  You know, I really -- I was really moved by 
the movie because I said this is -- it has a lot of realism in it.  
God is going to ask something similar to that question.  What 
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did you do with your life, who did you help with your life, who 
did you help with your life? 

 
Ephesians 2:10 once again, ‘It is God himself who has made us 
what we are and given us new lives from Christ Jesus; long ages 
ago he planned that we should spend these lives in helping 
others.’ We should spend these lives in helping others. 
 
I read an interesting Chinese proverb about happiness, it said 
this, it said, if you want to be happy for an hour, take a nap.  If 
you want to be happy for a day, go fishing.  If you want to be 
happy for a month, get married.  If you want to be happy for a 
year, inherit a fortune.  But if you want to be happy for a 
lifetime, help others, get involved, help others.  Allow God’s 
greater purpose to be used, fulfilled in your life. 
 
Psychologist William James said this, he said, ‘The only truly 
happy people I know are those who have found a cause greater 
than themselves to live for.’ 
 
He said, The only truly happy people I know are those who have 
found a greater cause than themselves to live for.  And there is a 
-- there is a tremendous amount of truth to that statement that 
our happiness is based on helping others and you know, people 
are so -- we are so focused on being served instead of serving, 
you know, even when it comes to church, people will say I am 
looking for a church that will bless me and meet my needs, I am 
trying to find a church home that really meets my needs and 
blesses me. 
 
You know, you will never hear anybody say I am looking for a 
church home where I can serve and be a blessing.  You are 
always looking for a church that will bless you, think about it.  I 
am looking for a church that will meet my needs, I am looking 
for a church that will bless me, a ministry that will bless me. 
 
Well, the question what we should be saying, I am looking for a 
ministry where I can serve.  I am looking for a church where I 
can be a blessing.  Now that’s God’s greater purpose, God’s 
greater purpose.  Amen!  Amen! 
 
I read one quote that said that if you are not serving, you are 
merely existing.  If you are not serving, you are merely existing.  
And I pray that you would allow the Lord to continue to minister 
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for your heart about different ways you can serve here in the 
open church, but not just an open church, God has called us to 
the world, God has called us to the world, the world is our 
mission space, people have confused it, people think that, people 
think we are called out of the world into the church.  They 
actually have that in reverse.  We are supposed to be called out 
of the church to the world, the world is our missionary, the 
world is our missionary. 
 

00:25:04 
 
And God’s -- when you tap into God’s greater purpose for your 
life that is not just about you, it’s fulfilling God’s purpose, 
fulfilling God’s purpose for your life.  You know that if you reach 
one person to the Kingdom of God, you realize that by doing 
that, you have an effective, the eternal destiny of a person 
forever.  You say one person I am going to have, what you have 
done will last towards all eternity. 
 
That’s God’s greater purpose, God wants to use us, God wants to 
use us, He has assignments for us in all walks of life, wherever 
we may be, God has something for us, He has purpose for our 
lives and I begin to tap into, I began to see, that’s His greater 
purpose, that’s His greater purpose, that’s His greater purpose.  
Praise God!  Praise God!  Amen! 
 
Father, we love you.  tonight we just thank you for your word, 
God, we thank you for what you are speaking to our hearts, we 
thank you Lord God for the destiny, the purposes that you have 
for our lives, and Lord, we avail ourselves to be used of you; 
however, you see this God, to bless humanity, to bless mankind, 
that we are always a blessing going somewhere in heaven. 
 
And father, we know that when we get involved with blessing 
others, God, that all of our needs are automatically taken care of 
and our lives are automatically blessed when we tap into 
fulfilling your purpose for our lives. 
 
We give you thanks Lord God, we become more sensitive, we 
yield ourselves (00:27:03).  In Jesus’ name that every heart say 
amen, amen! 
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Thank you for watching Brothers of the Word, because brother, 
you need the word.  Praise God!  Amen!  Amen!  Praise God!  
Praise God! 
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