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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Praise God, the past few weeks we’ve started a series of 
dealing with the family. We are continuing that tonight, and we will probably 
continue for two or three more weeks in this particular series. I think it is one of the 
most vital and necessary teachings from God’s Word that we can receive, to 
strengthen homes and families and marriages. I know that in the process of 
studying this and teaching this, my own marriage has improved and I am 
benefiting. So if no one else is benefiting, I am benefiting myself (laughing). My wife 
told me the other day, “You’ve been doing some things better since you have been 
teaching on this series” (laughing). So, you know, I know the Word’s working. If it 
isn’t working for anybody else, it is working for me. 
 
This is such a wonderful, wonderful subject. I was talking with Pastor Dale the 
other day, and he was telling me he was just getting back from a convention. He 
said he was speaking with a gentleman there, one of the ministers, a very powerful 
man of God. He said the minister told him that he could pack his facility two or 
three nights in a row, just produce tremendous miracles of God and all of that. And, 
you know, Pastor Dale said with all of that greatness and all that power of God, the 
man switched his family a couple of years ago, lost his own home. He has the ability 
to produce miracles of God, change people’s lives and pack auditoriums; but yet, he 
lost all those closest to him at home. 
 
I believe God is bringing our attention back to the family, back to relationship at 
home, how to prosper us at home, to prosper our marriages and relationships at 
home. So tonight we are talking from the subject “Home improvement”, “Home 
Improvement”, “Home Improvement”. You know, very house has to have some 
maintenance, because if it doesn’t, things will lapidate and fall apart. So you have 
to fix things and put them back together and work on things. And so it is in our 
relationships. Anything left to itself will deteriorate. It will deteriorate. If you leave 
anything without maintenance, it will deteriorate. It is so with our relationships, 
and for these few weeks I am dealing specifically on marriage, because marriage is 
the core relationship of the family. Marriage is the core relationship of the family, so 
you have to keep the marriage strong in order to keep the family strong. So often, 
what happens in families is, they start off in love; but then as time goes by, what 
happens so often is that the husband gravitates toward his job, toward his career, 
toward his work, and the wife gravitates toward the children, rearing the children, 
raising the children and, as a result of that, they split. He is off in his career, she is 
off raising the kids; no one is seeing about the marriage. The marriage has gone 
unattended, and it begins to deteriorate; and they wonder over the years what 
happened to the love, why this great separation is between them, and they don’t 
understand that they need home improvement. You have to maintain, keep fresh; 
you have to invest in your marriage. It takes investments. Everybody say “invest.”  
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You have to value it. Value it, and invest in it. You have to keep it fresh and alive 
and exciting. You have to nurture it; you have to tend to it. You can’t leave it to 
itself, because it will deteriorate. So we understand that, and I believe that even 
teaching these things will refresh those of you who are married. It will refresh some 
things and renew some things and rekindle some things in your marriage, and 
those of your aren’t, it will give you ammunition so that if you ever choose to marry, 
you’ll have some principles, some Godly principles, already established in your life. 
 
But there are some things -- Pastor Nathaniel feared this, and I hope you don’t 
mind … well, I see his wife up there, so maybe I better not say this (laughing). 
Puddin’, if you hadn’t come here, I was going to share this with them (laughing). 
Wisdom is telling me to leave well enough alone (laughing). He shared some things 
this week, but I won’t repeat what he said (laughing). 
 
She said I could share it, so I will go ahead and share it; she gave me permission. 
He said this week at one of our staff meetings. We were having a little fussing and 
fighting going on in our company in one of our meetings, and Pastor Nathaniel was 
using the analogy, “You know, this is the same kind of stuff that happens at home. 
These are relationships.” He shared how in relationship there are always going to 
be times and there are always going to be occasions where things can get out of 
hand, and you can lose your temper and fights can break out and arguments and all 
types of things. 
 
Just to give you an example, he said one evening he came home from work late. 
About 8:00 or 8:30 in the evening, he got home from work, and he said he was just 
so delighted to get home; he said he could use a break, and he said he knew that his 
wife would be glad to see him and that she would just take care of him when he got 
home (laughing). She knew he’d been at work all day long, just worked extra hours. 
And so he said she would just be so glad to see him, she’d just relieve him when he 
got home. He said as soon as he walked in the door, she just set the baby in his 
hands (laughing).  
 
What he was saying was how you have to look at both perspectives of marriage. He 
said from his perspective, he said it seemed like she would know that he had been 
at work all day and is late getting home, so it seemed like she would know he would 
need a little peace and a little time to recuperate and rest; but then he said he 
thought about it. Before he might respond in an ungodly fashion to his wife, he said 
he thought about her perspective. Here, she’d been in working with all these 
children all day and doing housework and taking care of these things, and so from 
her perspective she is worn out and so she’s glad to see relief coming in the door 
(laughing)! He said he had the wisdom of God to show him that there are two 
perspectives, two perspectives; and he was able gracefully to handle the situation 
because of his perspective. His perspective changed, and his understanding and 
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enlightenment there caused what could have been a blowup to turn into a very 
grateful event. 
 
You know, there is a wonderful balance there. A lot of women have problems with 
men, because they work all the time; but from one perspective, the woman has to 
understand that he is a good provider. He is a good provider. Then you have the flip 
side of that:  you have men who give all their attention to their wife and children, 
but they are not worth a quarter providing.  
 
So you have to understand, there is a wonderful balance there. You have to be able 
to appreciate both perspectives, and perspective can really change your viewpoints 
and change your attitudes in marriage. But I want to say this; I want to make this 
opening statement:  good marriages don’t just happen. Good marriages don’t just 
happen. Repeat that after me:  good marriages don’t just happen. They don’t just 
happen. They don’t just happen. It takes work, it takes effort, it takes sacrifice, it 
takes being willing to change, to adapt, being flexible. There are certain godly 
principles that have to be in operation for a good marriage. It takes knowledge and 
understanding. 
 
So I admonish you that in the marriage relationship, seek knowledge. It takes a lot 
of knowledge to be able to understand one another and understand the differences 
and understand your roles and understand what makes a good marriage. So you 
have to invest and do a lot of things to maintain it.  
 
You know, it’s interesting to note that a plumber is required to take four years of 
training to get his license, but people can get a marriage license with no training at 
all. And we wonder why there’s such a high divorce rate. We wonder why so many 
families are breaking up and can’t get along, calling it quits. It is because of a lack 
of knowledge, a lack of understanding about the marriage relationship and the 
principles that make for a good marriage. 
 
You would be surprised at the difference knowledge makes. Knowledge and 
understanding make such a big difference in the marriage relationship. I have read 
testimonies where couples were near divorce, and some had already filed for divorce 
and so forth; and during that time of separation, either one or both would get 
knowledge concerning the marriage relationship, certain things that they realized 
they were doing wrong and a willingness to change, and they became two 
completely different people who were able to restore the relationship and have a 
beautiful, long-lasting marriage, all because their knowledge increased. Their 
knowledge increased, and when their knowledge increased, it changed their 
behavior. 
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A lot of times people are having certain results in marriage, because they don’t 
know any better. They don’t have the knowledge to know how it’s supposed to 
operate successfully. They don’t know, and they don’t understand. 
 
Let’s turn in your Bible to 1 Peter, Chapter 3. 1 Peter is there in the New 
Testament toward the back of the Bible. It is toward the back of the Bile there in 
the New Testament, 1 Peter. We are talking about home improvement, working on 
our relationships. When you get to 1 Peter, Chapter 3 and Verse 7, say “Amen.” 
Now, here, it begins with “likewise”. Note it is talking to the husbands, but it s 
“likewise”. You know, “likewise” means “this applies to you, as well”. And so what I 
have found from all the instruction that the Bible gives the husband and gives the 
wife and all of the godly principles that I have seen and studied and operated in, I 
have really found that what’s good for the husband is good for the wife, and what’s 
good for the wife is good for the husband. They are really one and the same. They 
are really one and the same. I mean, it really goes for both individuals, for both 
parties in the marriage. The same set of instructions is really for both. So when I 
see the Bible telling the husband to do something or telling the wife to do 
something, it’s really like saying vice-versa, “and you do the same”. So it will tell the 
wife something, then it tells the husband “and you do the same”. And if it tells the 
husband something, it will say “you do the same”. And so the instruction we give to 
the parties in a marriage, in most instances it is really relating and applying to both 
parties, the husband and the wife. 
 
So, here, 1 Peter 3:7 says:  “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to 
knowledge.” “Dwell with them according to their knowledge” is talking about 
dwelling with their wives, live with your wives. Live with your wives “according to 
knowledge”. Notice that. Notice. You’re to live what? With knowledge. Live with 
your wives with what? Knowledge. So it says, dwell with your wives with 
knowledge.” Now, I take that to mean two things:  number one, to live with you wife 
with knowledge of the covenant of marriage, with knowledge of the marriage 
relationship. You have to know enough, which is why I said you have to study and 
you have to learn about it and seek and increase your knowledge and be trained in 
the area of marriage. It really does take information and training to help increase 
your knowledge base. You have to invest in it. I mean, it’s good to go to retreats and 
seminars and read books and go through courses and work at it. You really do have 
to do all of that. You have to invest and value it and increase your knowledge base. 
So when it says to live with them according to knowledge, in other words, it’s saying 
you need to know something about how a marriage is supposed to operate. You’re 
supposed to know something; and he is talking to the husbands, but it goes for both. 
But he says live with them according to the marriage covenants, according to the 
marriage relationship, the way it’s supposed to work. Live with them according to 
your knowledge. You can get knowledge if you don’t have any. Get knowledge of how 
the relationship is supposed to work, and live with them according to that. 
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Another translation actually puts it this way. It says, “Study your wife”. Study your 
wife. So live with her according to knowledge, knowledge of the marriage covenant; 
but also, you need to get to know her. One translation literally says, “Study your 
wife”. Study your wife.  
 
There was a psychologist who spent 30 years studying women, and he came to this 
conclusion, and his conclusion was in the form of a question. After 30 years of 
studying women, his question was, “What is it that women want?’ He said that the 
conclusion he could come to was a question after studying women for 30 years. He 
said, “What is it they want?” which means he didn’t even find out after studying 
them (laughing). He studied them for 30 years, and he still didn’t know. His 
conclusion after 30 years of studying women was, “What is it they want?” 
(laughing). He didn’t even know. And so that’s what the Bible tells men, “Study 
your wife”! If it took him 30 years just to come to that question, how much studying 
have you got to do to find out about your spouse? Study. Study them. Get to know 
them, study them. Then the Bible says to live with them according to that 
knowledge. In other words, it takes knowledge in the marriage relationship; 
knowledge, knowledge in the marriage relationship. 
 
I like the way this is directing this to the men, and in all of the counseling I have 
done, I have always slanted responsibility toward the men from the belief that men 
are the head of the home. I believe if their home stays together, the man should be 
ultimately responsible for that. So I’ve always slanted my counseling toward the 
men put gave them a little bit more responsibility -- not to excuse the women, 
because women have roles to play, and you got to live up to your godly role, and you 
have to have correct behavior and so forth. Not to belittle the role of women, but I 
have always sort of slanted the responsibility of holding that family together to 
men, because they are the head of the home. The Bible says God is the covering of 
Christ, Christ is the covering of the man, the man is the covering of the woman. 
And so the man is ultimately responsible for the fate of his family. And so I’ve 
always taught men it’s your responsibility. In fact, Pastor E. V. Hill was counseling 
a man. A man came to him greatly disturbed about the conduct of his wife; and 
Pastor Hill said he talked about how mean his wife had become, you know, just 
impossible to live with, how irritated, how unresponsive and how she had just 
become a piece of work. And Pastor E. V. Hill asked the gentleman this question. 
He said, “Was she like that when you married her?” He said, “Nooo!” He said, “She 
was the sweetest thing.” Pastor E. V. Hill looked back at him and said, “This has 
happened to her under your leadership.” He said, “This has happened to her under 
you. If she wasn’t like this when you got together and all of a sudden she is like 
this,” he said, “that’s your responsibility.” He said, “It’s under your leadership that 
this has happened to her.” I feel the same way, so I always slant the responsibility 
toward the man, because we are the heads of our homes; we are who God holds 
ultimately responsible for our marriages and for our families. That is a powerful 
principle. 
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Pastor Nathaniel and I were at a conference -- and this was not even a marriage 
conference; this was the financial conference -- and the presenter of the conference 
made this statement, and it stuck with me. This was years ago, but he made this 
statement, this one little statement, only four words, and it has stuck with me over 
the years. He said said, “Happy wife, happy life.” He said he lived by that motto:  
happy wife, happy life. 
 
I can hear some of the men laughing because you know that’s true (laughing). 
Happy wife, happy life. What he was saying was, “If your wife is happy, you’re going 
to be happy; but if your wife is unhappy, you can forget it.” You can forget it. If your 
wife is not happy, you can forget it; but all he’s saying is, “Make sure your wife is 
happy.” If you make sure your wife is happy, you’ll be happy! I want all of you to see 
this:  make sure she is happy, you will be happy; happy wife, happy life; unhappy 
wife, unhappy life (laughing). And I began to see exactly what he was saying:  “If 
you please her, she will please you; but if she is not pleased, you’re not going to be 
pleased, either.” 
 
I began to see that if husbands would concentrate on meeting the needs of their 
wives, the wives would then meet the needs of the husbands. See, love given will 
reciprocate itself. Love her. That’s what’s all this is about. Husbands, love your 
wives. If you love her, if you love her correctly, it has to come back to you. The Bible 
says in Luke 6:38:  “Give, and it shall be given unto you.” That’s not just talking 
about the offering. That’s in any arena of life. You give; you give. That’s what is 
about: husbands, love your wives. You love her; please her, and it will automatically 
come back to you. That love is going to reciprocate itself. A wife is simply a mirror 
image of the husband. She is giving him back exactly what he has given her! That’s 
a powerful principle. 
 
There was a counselor that I read about and, just to prove that principle, he took a 
man and said, “Give me every problem you have in your marriage, and I can 
guarantee you it will route back to you in some kind of way.” He took every problem 
in their marriage, and ultimately the husband was the root cause of it, because he is 
the initiator. Whatever is in that household is a reflection of what he’s put out. If 
you have a happy husband, the whole house will be happy, because he is going to 
put it out, and it’s going to come back to him. That’s why the Bible says, “Husbands, 
love your wives.” 
 
Now, you know, a lot of men like to have a dominating effect, and they would like to 
feel like they are in control, they are in charge, the wife is just to submit to them, 
they are the boss and all of that; but that’s not what the Bible was talking about, 
because the Bible compares that type of love that the husband is to give the wife as 
being the same way Christ loved the Church. And if you know anything about 
Jesus, Jesus is what you’d call a servant leader. He was not a dictator; Jesus was a 
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servant leader. He led by service. He gave himself for the Church. He died for the 
Church. He sacrificed Himself for the Church, so what does that tell us that the 
man has to do for his wife? Man literally has to sacrifice for his wife. So in his loving 
her as Christ loved the Church, it’s a self-sacrifice, where you are laying your own 
life on the altar; you’ve given it up for your wife. That’s what the Bible says:  you 
love her in the same way that Jesus loves the Church. Even though you are the 
head of the home, your leadership role is a servant leadership role. So you’re giving 
yourself for her! You are nourishing her. I mean, you sacrifice at cost to you. You 
sacrifice. You deprive yourself for her! 
 
Now, what happens is, when the man seeks to please the woman like that and then 
the woman turns around and seeks to please the man like that, what you have then 
is heaven on earth, at home. See, if you want any kind of competition in your home, 
trying to outdo one another in pleasing one another. Compete. Have a competition. 
That’s what the Bible really teaches:  outdo one another in pleasing one another.  
 
Let’s look at a few Bible verses here, because I want you to get this, and the 
husband is to concentrate on meeting the wife’s needs, and the wife is to 
concentrate on meeting the husband’s needs. If both parties did that, everybody’s 
needs would be met. But the problem is, if I am concentrating on meeting my needs 
and she is concentrating on meeting her needs, then nobody’s needs are getting met, 
And that’s not what the Bible’s talking about. God’s way is, you concentrate on 
meeting her needs, and then He tells the wife to concentrate on meeting his needs. 
Put each other first, put each other first. 
 
I want to show you this. Go to Philippians, Chapter 2. We will see what the Bible 
teaches about putting each other first. When you get to Philippians, Chapter 2, say, 
“Amen.” Philippians, Chapter 2, let’s look at Verse 3 and Verse 4. Philippians, 
Chapter 2, Verse 3 and Verse 4, says:  “Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind” -- watch this -- ‘’let each esteem other better 
than themselves.” I want you to look at that in the context. Now, this is just talking 
about generically in generic Christian relationship; but I want you to look at it in 
the context of marriage and the home. Notice that it says, “Let each esteem the 
other better than themselves.” Another translation says, “Regard one another as 
more important than one’s self.” See, that’s seeking to please the other person first; 
seeking to please the other person first. 
 
Look at Verse 4:  “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the 
things of others.” Another translation says, “Stop looking after your own interests 
only.” Stop taking care of yourself. Stop putting yourself first; put others force. You 
seek to please her and she will seek to please you first, and God is saying you are 
going to have heaven on earth with that type of relationship where you both 
sacrifice self to take care of one another, and now you have two people in the 
relationship taking care of one another. That’s the most beautiful thing, yeah, 
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taking care; but it reciprocates itself. You know, it’s nothing but kindness. The Bible 
teaches kindness, just to be kind, to be gentle, to be thoughtful. It reciprocates 
itself:  you are kind to her, and she is kind to you. If you are mean to her, guess 
what? She is mean to you. 
 
So there is a reciprocation of things that happen; but like I said earlier, I really like 
to slant the responsibility to the husbands and teach the husbands how just to 
really overdo it when it comes loving their wives. If they love them unconditionally 
and sacrifice and give themselves for their wives, a happy wife equals a happy life; 
they are going to happy. 
 
Then the other part of that -- and this is where a lot of men miss it -- is being 
sensitive, being sensitive to the needs of the wife. A lot of men miss that. I read this 
analogy, and I thought it was excellent the way it was put; but it says that a man 
and a woman, husband and wife in a relationship, are sort of like a butterfly and a 
buffalo. Now, a butterfly, of course, is the wife, at least in most cases (laughing). In 
some relationships, that wife is the buffalo (laughing). But in most cases, the wife is 
the butterfly. She is the butterfly, and her husband is the buffalo. What that’s 
saying is, look at the sensitivity. To a butterfly, just a small breeze of wind means a 
whole lot. A buffalo can’t even feel the wind blowing; it doesn’t move him. It said 
butterflies fly close to the ground and notice every little flower. Buffalos just stomp 
on them and don’t even realize they’re there. He said if you tape a pebble to the 
wings of a butterfly, it will crash and crumble and die. If you tape a pebble to the 
back of a buffalo, it won’t even know it’s there. Notice the difference in how 
sensitivity affects each partner. A lot of times, things that happen in the home, the 
wife is sensitive to them. The husband is like the buffalo. He doesn’t even feel it, he 
doesn’t even realize that it’s there. So there’s a lot that we could really open up 
there in being sensitive to the needs of your wife. Be sensitive to the needs of your 
wife. 
 
That’s why so many women are bitter against their husbands:  because their 
husbands have been so insensitive, and the husbands don’t even understand why. 
“Why she is treating me like this? What have I done?” He is a buffalo, remember? 
He doesn’t feel it. He doesn’t feel the little wind But a little breeze blows that 
butterfly all off course. A little pebble nearly kills a butterfly; a buffalo can’t even 
feel the pebble. And so the buffalo and the butterfly principle so often is operating, 
and because of it, men are for the most part -- like I have said before, in some 
marriages the women are the buffalo (laughing); I’m sorry. But there is something 
great there about being sensitive to the needs of one another; being sensitive, being 
sensitive. Something might have been said or done; the husband didn’t even think 
twice about it, but it really hurt the wife, crushed her. 
 
So I began to see the importance of putting the other person first, being sensitive, 
being very sensitive. A lot of times, you can pick it up. There are signals, there are 
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sounds, there are words spoken, and you can hear it. But a lot of times, the man 
never pays any attention to it. And after years and years and years, they find that 
their relationship has broken and deteriorated. They never knew, never understood 
it, never recognized it, because they were insensitive to different areas of the 
marriage relationship that the wife was very sensitive to. What means a lot to her 
may not mean that much to the man, and as a result she could be crushed and he’d 
never even notice it. 
 
So sensitivity is a very, very important thing. Maybe we will come back later and 
deal with some of that. Let me show you another Scripture about how you’re 
supposed to put the other party first, how you put your spouse first and please one 
another first; ut them first. I don’t have this one written down, but I think it’s in     
1 Corinthians, Chapter 7, I believe it is; 1 Corinthians, Chapter 7. I want to look at 
Verse 33 and Verse 34. Now, something interesting here, the Bible says Paul was 
actually talking about how it’s really better for you not to marry; and he was talking 
from the standpoint of your spiritual walk, and he went to say you can be more 
devoted to God and you can seek to please God, you can use all your strength to 
please God if you’re not married. And this is what he was saying; I want you to hear 
it carefully. He is saying if you are married, notice what he says, if you are married, 
look at Verse 33. The end of Verse 33 says:  “… how he may please his wife.” So he 
is saying if you are married, the man really has to be preoccupied with how he may 
please his wife. 
 
Look at Verse 34. He says if you are married, notice that the end of Verse 34 says:  “ 
…how she may please her husband.” So he is saying if you’re married, you can’t give 
full attention to God, because your attention has to pleasing one another That’s 
what he’s teaching. He said if you’re married, the husband has to be preoccupied 
with how he is going to please his wife, and he says the wife has to be preoccupied 
with how she is going to please her husband. So, notice that’s exactly what I was 
telling you earlier that you have to put one another first:  the husband seeks to 
please the wife first, and the wife seeks to please her husband first, and so each is 
trying to please the other. Each is trying to please the other. 
 
Let me share one last thing, and we will stop here for the night. We will pick up 
next week. One principle here that I have found that’s vitally important is the word 
“praise”, praise in the relationship. I say “praise” instead of “criticism”; “praise” 
instead of “criticism.” You’d be surprised how often individuals in a marriage are 
beat to the ground because of criticism. They don’t even realize that they are always 
criticizing, they are always criticizing, they are always criticizing. Over years, it 
takes its toll on the other party, criticism. And so the Bible says in the marriage 
relationship, praise one another; praise -- not criticism, praise. Praise. I don’t care 
how wonderful of a spouse you have, if you are always criticizing, you always look 
for what’s the wrong. You always look for what’s wrong. In fact, psychologists say 
that there are times in the marriage, especially the wife will always highlight the 
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negative aspects of her husband. There reaches a time in her marriage where she 
highlights the negative aspects of her husband. She dwells on his negatives. She 
focuses on his negatives, and so she is always beating him over the head, always 
criticizing him and always only seeing his downfalls, his downsides, and always 
criticizing, only seeing his negative attributes. That’s why when a couple comes in 
for counseling, the first thing most Christian counselors will have them to do is 
write out every positive attribute of your spouse. Write out every positive attribute 
of your spouse, and you need to read it two or three times a day. What happens is, it 
begins to change your focus from the negatives to the positives. Then you realize, 
“He’s not as bad as I thought. Actually, I have a good husband.” You start focusing 
now on the positives, and you start praising him for the positives. 
 
I read a testimony from Bob and Cindy Harrison, and she said she was at the point 
of divorce, ready to divorce her husband because she was so focused on his 
negatives. She said the Lord took her attention to Philippians 4:8, which talks about 
thinking on these things:  if there be any virtues, if there be any praise, if there be 
any good report, think on these things. She said the Lord took her attention to 
Philippians 4:8 and showed her the virtue of praise and good report. He instructed 
her to begin the list of the positive qualities of her husband and begin to meditate 
on them, to read them, to say them and confess them, focus on them. She said it 
completely changed her and it saved their marriage. It saved their marriage. I 
mean, these little things, little things, little things, praise is vitally important. 
 
Go to Proverbs 31 -- the last Scripture, and I’ll let you go -- Proverbs 31. You’ll see it 
right here, Proverbs 31, Verse 28, Proverbs 31, when you get there, say “Amen.” 
Let’s look at Verse 28, Proverbs 31:28:  “Her children arise up, and call her blessed; 
her husband also, and he praises her.” Notice that praise is vital in the marriage 
relationship. The Bible talks about building up one another, edifying one another, 
praising one another, always highlighting the positive qualities, always saying, “Oh, 
that dinner you cooked was delicious last night.” See, so often after we have been 
married for a while, we start taking that stuff for granted and letting it slip. We 
take one another for granted; and we don’t praise, we complain. “Is this all you 
cooked?” (laughing). And you notice -- and this is how it says here -- you start saying 
things like that. We always start looking for stuff for complaint. Praise. Not 
criticize, praise. Praise. You’ll be surprised at the difference that praise makes. 
Studies show that students who receive praise from their teachers perform better 
than those who don’t. Praise. Praise. 
 
One man was the cofounder of Amway Corporation, and he also owns the Magic, 
Orlando Magic basketball team. He said what made him successful in life is 
something that a teacher wrote to him in his high-school yearbook. He said he was a 
senior in high school, didn’t know what he was going to do with his life, didn’t know 
what he would become; but he said one of his Bible teachers wrote these words 
about him. She wrote:  “with talents for leadership in God’s Kingdom,” and that’s all 
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she wrote, those seven words:  “with talent for leadership in God’s kingdom”. He 
said those seven words leaped off those pages and into his soul, and he said 50 years 
later, those words are just as fresh in his mind as the day he read them, “with 
talent for leadership in God’s Kingdom”. He said that’s the reason he became 
successful. He didn’t want to let that women down, because she wrote and praised 
him. She identified and praised that he had talent for leadership in God’s Kingdom, 
and he became one of the founders of Amway Corporation and the owner of the 
Orlando Magic basketball team, just because of a phrase, praise from a teacher.  
 
What do you think, praise for your wife? Wife, what do think praise for your 
husband would do for them? Praise. Praise. 
 
We are going to stop right there. We will stop right there. We’ve got a lot more to 
get into, we will stop right there. Give the Lord a hand for His Word. 
 
Praise God. I pray that you grab ahold of these principles. All of these things are 
from God’s Word. God has already given us a guide to the marriage covenant, the 
marriage relationship, to our home life, our family life. There are some wonderful 
things, wonderful things that I have learned. These are things I am putting into 
practice in my own marriage right away, immediately. So it’s helping me if nobody 
else. And I am being blessed by it, and I pray that you are, as well. 
 
We thank God for the Light of His Word, giving us insight. God really wants to 
touch our families. He wants to change our relationships. He doesn’t want us loving 
at church. He doesn’t want us trying to love Him. How can you love God, whom you 
haven’t seen, if you don’t love the folks under your own roof? And so God doesn’t 
want that. God wants you to put priorities back in relationship and allow the Love 
of God cause our marriages to work in our homes and functions and for us to 
prosper in our relationship. 


