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C. Elijah: Praise God!  Thank you for tuning in to Brothers of the Word, 
because brother, you need the word.  Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  
Amen!  Amen! 

 
[Applause] 
 
 Praise God!  Glory to God!  Amen! 
 
 And today, we are -- we are talking about spirit of Thanksgiving, 

spirit of Thanksgiving, spirit of Thanksgiving.  I really like this 
time of year because it reminds us as believers what we should 
be doing all year long anyway, and so often, we allow spirit of 
Thanksgiving to be dormant, and inactive, unused, we let it slip 
and it’s just lying there as dormant, we are not activating a very 
powerful tool that God has given us for our lives. 

 
 You know, it reminds of a membership card that I have a 

particular store and I don’t go to the store very often, in fact, I go 
so infrequently that my card become deactivated.  So every time 
I go and present it to the cashier, they have to call the manager 
to reactivate my card, and she says, I can tell, you don’t come 
here often because your account is just inactive, you are not 
using it. 

 
 And then, you know, they have to reactivate my card in order for 

it to work again, and so that’s the way I think Thanksgiving is 
sometimes.  Sometimes, we allow it to be inactive and it becomes 
dormant where we are not using it, and so I thank God for 
Thanksgiving Day as a holiday because in a sense it reactivates 
the card.  It reactivates us again into something that we should 
be using all year long as God has given us, and it’s a -- it’s a 
powerful tool, not only that glorifies God but it blesses our lives 
tremendously, powerful tool, powerful tool. 

 
 It’s -- you know, I think it’s similar, I don’t know if you have 

seen on -- on television some commercials, and for commercials 
they may advertise these products, they make all of them the 
wonder tool or magic wand, and you -- you know, you may see 
them and they have a hundred different uses, same product and 
you may see somebody there holding their car down with it, and 
the next thing you see them cleaning their draperies with it, 
then they are watering the plants with it.  Same tool but it has a 
hundred different uses. 
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You know, I think Thanksgiving is like that.  It’s a powerful tool 
that God has given us and He works in many different areas, 
many different ways, but it’s the same tool.  And so, God has 
given us the spirit of Thanksgiving to bless His name, to glorify 
Him, but at the same time that same tool edifies us, at the same 
time that tool, it gives breakthrough for us. 

 
 That same tool, I mean, it causes the miraculous to happen in 

our lives and so there are many different uses and functions of 
that tool of Thanksgiving, and it’s a wonder tool.  Turn to your 
neighbor and say, it’s a wonder tool.  Praise the God!  It does so 
many different things for us but yet it’s the same tool. 

 
 The Apostle Paul, he asked a question over in the Book of 

Galatians, Chapter 3 and he basically, this is the way I received 
it, he simply said, are you all having a problem with stress, with 
depression, you want the peace of God operating in your life and 
this is the way I really received it from the Scripture, he didn’t 
say it verbatim like this, but this is the way I just -- I received it 
and he was -- he was like he was talking to him. 

 
 You all are stressed out, you are depressed, you worry, you long 

faith, you are sad, your faith is disfigured, there is no peace, you 
want the peace of God, it’s like he often, you want the peace of 
God, then he simply said, be ye thankful, be ye thankful, be ye 
thankful.  He was letting them him on a secret that he used 
himself. 

 
 No wonder the Apostle Paul said, I am content in whatever 

situation I find myself in, when I am hungry, when I have more 
than enough, when I don’t have enough, when I am in what, 
when I am cold, when I am in abundance, I am always content.  
What is the secret to his contentment, I believe it’s because he 
was thankful at all times, he was thankful no matter where he 
found himself in life, he was thankful and that caused the peace 
of God to be resident in his life everywhere he went. 

 
 So that’s what he said, I am content no matter where I find 

myself.  I can ne homeless sleeping outdoors with a smile on my 
face.  I am thankful he thanked God, he said I can live in a 
biggest mansion just as thankful. 

 
00:05:13 
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Well it was their spirit of Thanksgiving, I believe they have him 
that contentment and that’s why he says, I am content in 
whatever area I find myself in life, I have learned to be content, 
I believe he learned how to give thanks. 

 
 And he taught them then Galatians, you all want the peace of 

God, you all don’t have to be stressed out, you don’t have to be 
worried, you don’t have to be full of anxiety and full of care and 
depress, no, be thankful, be thankful, be thankful.  And he 
taught them that wonderful key, he taught them that wonderful 
key there. 

 
 And then over in -- he -- he -- he continued teaching them over 

in, I am going to -- I am going to summarize this so you don’t 
even really have to turn there and try to read it all, but over in 
Philippians Chapter 4, Philippians Chapter 4, he began to give 
them a stress reliever, a secret.  He had a stress reliever secret 
and what he gave them is better, you know, some people take 
stress pills or some people go get stress shots and all type of 
medications for stress. 

 
 Apostle Paul, he had some source that you don’t need all that, 

throw your medication away, throw your pills away, he gave us 
stress relief secret in Philippians Chapter 4 and he basically, he 
told them three things to get rid of stress.  Three things, he told 
them three things in Philippians 4, Verse 6 and 7.  He said 
number one, don’t worry, he said, don’t worry relax, don’t worry, 
that’s your life. 

 
 First of all, get yourself up, get a hold of yourself, relax, turn to 

your neighbor and say relax, relax, relax, that’s the first thing 
you tell them.  Now I am paraphrasing this, he used the King 
James language but I am paraphrasing this.  He says, relax, 
don’t worry. 

 
 Number two, he said, tell God what you need.  Tell God what 

you need.  And number three, he said, be thankful.  And that’s 
it.  I mean, he gave them a very simple stress relief secret there, 
no need of you puling your hair out, no need of you -- you 
worrying and pacing the floor and taking pills and all of these 
prescriptions, no, no, don’t worry, number one, King James says 
be careful for nothing, don’t worry, be careful for nothing. 
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 Number two, tell God what you need, take into God in prayer 
with the (00:07:54) you to say, take into God in prayer.  And 
number three, be thankful. 

 
Now, here is the key, now after you don’t worry about it, you just 
relax, take into God in prayer then you enter up into 
Thanksgiving, you enter up into Thanksgiving.  That doesn’t 
mean it solves instantly but what it does mean that stress has 
gone out of your life because the very next Verse says, ‘and the 
peace of God’, once again, now he is teaching on peace, so he just 
taught them in Galatians, so he comes back in Philippians 
telling them the same thing, and the peace of God, and the peace 
of God, ‘and the peace of God, which passes all understanding, it 
will come in and it will guard your hearts and your minds.’ 

 
 So he showed them, he showed them how to get out of stress, 

how to get out of worry and how to get out of discontentment 
and all of these things, he gave them that and it’s all because of 
the spirit of Thanksgiving, be thankful, be thankful.  Turn to 
your neighbor and say be thankful, be thankful, be thankful, be 
thankful. 

 
 And let me give you this key about the spirit of Thanksgiving.  

Now, before you ask God for anything else be thankful to what 
He has already given you, that’s powerful key. 

 
[Applause] 
 

Now that’s what the Bible says, and the Bible teaches that, 
‘come before his presence with thanksgiving’, notice that.  Now 
the God instructed you, He said no, no, start thanking me, when 
you come, start thanking me for what I have already done in 
your life before you ask for something else, so the Bible teaches 
us how to come, ‘come before his presence with thanksgiving, 
enter into his gates with thanksgiving.’ And so before you ask 
for anything new, make sure you come thanking God for what 
He has already done for you. 
 
I mean, if you are not thankful, you are not thankful for what 
He has already done, why would He give you something else to 
complain about?  You are not even thankful for the old stuff He 
has given you. 

 
00:10:01 
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 Why is He going to give you new stuff to complain and murmur 
and dreadful about?  And, you know, we -- we -- we sometimes 
focus on accumulating more -- more stuff and we lose sight of 
what we have, think about it. 

 
We are -- we are so materialistic in this world, sometimes we are 
so consumed with accumulating more.  I need more, I need a 
bigger house, I need bigger car, I need better clothes, I want 
more, more, better job, I want more, better husband, I am just 
joking. 

 
 You know, we get so consumed, we get consumed with 

accumulating more we lose sight of what we have.  God wants us 
to be thankful before He give you anything else, be thankful for 
what you already have. 

 
There was a man, I read this story, there was a man, it’s a true 
story, man, that was selling his house and he called a real estate 
agent, had a real estate agent working on an ad to sell his 
house. 

 
 So the real estate agent wrote the ad out and brought it to the 

man to get his approval on the ad before he ran the ad.  And so 
when the -- the homeowner the guy who was selling his house, 
when he read the ad, the real estate agent handed him the 
contract the sign to sell it, but after the man read the ad he said, 
I can’t sell this house, he said, I can’t sign that contract to sell 
this house, the real estate agent said, that’s why you called me, 
remember?  You wanted to sell your home. 

 
 He said, what do you mean, you can’t sell it?  He said, after 

reading the ad you wrote about my house.  I realized this is the 
house I have been looking for, for years.  He didn’t realize he 
was already living in his dream house and that’s the way it is in 
our lives and so many different areas.  We are not thankful for 
what we already have and yet we are trying to get something 
else.  That’s why even in marriage counseling one of the most 
common techniques that they have -- the part is to do is list all 
of the positive qualities of your spouse, because what they are 
trying to do is when you start concentrating and seeing the 
positive qualities in that person you realize, they are not as bad 
as I thought they were.  I -- I might just joking -- it’s actually 
pretty good, you know, when they – when they get rid of -- 
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whenever -- you know, he does come home every night he is 
making some money. 

 
 You know, when they -- when they -- when they go down the list 

they realize what they have really isn’t that bad and they have 
been so blinded by focusing on the negative and they weren’t 
giving God thanks and they weren’t giving thanks for the 
positives that they had and so that’s a powerful key.   

 
 Now Jesus Himself He used His principle.  You remember, when 

He got rid of to multiply the fish and the loafs?  Now before he 
asked God for more fish and for more loafs he gave God thanks 
for the ones that he had.  Now, I want you to know that he didn’t 
have much, you know, we’d had to picture that he had these two 
big (00:13:57) size fish, needs five big loafs, no, he had a boy’s 
lunch. 

 
 To put it more accurately they were probably more so the size of 

sardine.  You know -- you know, growing up I’ve always had to 
picture this boy just walking around with a big grocery sag, five 
big loafs coming out of and two big old gigantic fish.  What 
momma will fix a little boy that much food?  The little boy 
opened his lunchbox up, he had a couple of sardines in there and 
a few saltine crackers. 

 
 Now, that’s what I -- that’s why when the disciples looked at it 

and they said, Jesus, we don’t have anything to beat these folks 
with, there is a little boy over here, he got a couple of sardines 
and if you call Jesus to bring him here. 

 
00:15:04 
 

Now Jesus could have gone in to complain at that point.  God I 
don’t know if you expect me to feed all of these negros with 
sardines or some crackers.  He didn’t do that, did he?  He gave 
thank for all that he did have.  Father thank you!  Glory to God!  
Thank you Jesus!  Thank you God!  Thank you Father! 
 
Oh God, thank you for this little boy’s lunch.  Thank you for the 
willingness of his heart to even share what he has.  Thank you 
Lord God for this little – this little son here has come, he doesn’t 
have much but he is willing to give, he is willing to give, he is 
willing to give, didn’t have much. 
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 And Jesus said, God, I just thank you, I thank you.  See, before 
God can ever multiply what you have, you got to give Him 
thanks for the little that you have before you can ever make it 
much.  Give Him thanks.  Some of you not making much but you 
have to thank God for the $3.50 an hour you are making.  Think 
about it, it may not be much, but it’s something, it is something, 
it’s something.  Have you given God thanks?  I mean, most 
people -- some people, I know people -- I am about to call 
somebody (00:16:40) to catch myself.  You know it’s wrong when 
you are preaching and you see people’s face coming before you, 
(00:16:47), some of them are here tonight so I am not going to. 

 
 Brother Nigel, but no -- Brother Nigel told me, he said, man, I 

got these all people calling, he said (00:17:08) he said, every time 
I (00:17:12) he said if they break it down causing me thousands 
of dollars, but I wanted to say, didn’t they believe that God 
(00:17:21) be thankful!  Be thankful!  (00:17:30) didn’t know how 
many negros are catching the bus. 

 
 Be thankful!  Be thankful!  Sorry about that, I didn’t mean to 

call your name.  Be thankful, be thankful, be thankful.  Turn to 
your neighbor and say, “be thankful” 

 
Audience Members: Be thankful! 
 
C. Elijah: Be thankful!  Be thankful!  That’s a powerful key there.  Be 

thankful!  Be thankful! 
 
 You know so many -- the young men who testified (00:18:22) 

about how he had dismissed, his case was dismissed and he 
didn’t have to serve prison time.  And I ran into him down in the 
men’s restroom, and I said, man, I said that was a powerful 
testimony you shared there in church today, and he said, pastor, 
he said, I am -- I mean he was so full, he said, pastor I am so 
thankful, he said, I am so happy, and this is what he said, when 
he said, it just struck my spirit.  He said, I don’t need a million 
dollars, and I knew what he was saying, he was saying his 
freedom, his case being dismissed, he wouldn’t have to be locked 
up behind bars, was more to him, was more to him than all the 
money in the way.  He said, pastor -- he said, I don’t need a 
million dollars.  He said, I am so thankful to be free.  Now, you 
know, what struck me was, all of us walk around free everyday 
ain’t thought twice about it. 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3 

 Now when he said that, I first thought about myself, I said not 
been free all my life and I never thank God for keeping me out of 
prison and set me free all my life, I hadn’t spent one day not 
even in a (00:19:57). 

 
00:19:58 
 
 And I had never given God thanks for that and He said, He was 

so thankful, He said, I don’t a million dollar.  He basically was 
saying you could give me all the money in the world, but I rather 
have my freedom.  I am so thankful.  See, that will let you all 
know just you walk-in around, He is worth more than million 
dollars, He thought you didn’t have anything.  Now, so you’re 
wealthier than you realize, you are worth a million just by 
walking around, not in jail, that’s what it was worth to that 
young man, he said this is worth more than million dollars to 
me. 

 
And so, so often we don’t realize what God has blessed us with 
until it’s being jeopardized we are about lose it, then we realize, 
we realize it.  My wife she share with me some years ago she 
was in a car accident and she was in the hospital and it was a 
very sever accident, operated on her and everything, and at one 
point she could not eat solid food and so she had to feed her 
through RV and then through -- later on, you know, she is able 
to suck a little bit through a straw, she was not able to eat solid 
food and she tell me this, she said for the rest of my life I’ll never 
take it for granted to being able to swallow.  I said, swallow?  I 
never even thought about that.  She said I didn’t realize how 
important swallowing it is until you can’t swallow so you can’t 
even eat, so you can’t even eat. 
 
She said, I’ll never take that for granted again.  The joy and the 
delight, the blessing of just being able to swallow a mouth full of 
food.  So we don’t even realize His blessing, that was worth -- 
that was worth millions of dollars just to be able to swallow.  
How many of you all able to swallow?  See.  Now if you’re 
listening to me, if you’re listening to me and you’re able to 
swallow, you have no complaints about being short of money, 
that’s worth millions being able to swallow. 
 
If you’re listening to me and you’re not incarcerated, that’s 
worth million as you just walking around free.  You can’t 
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complain about not having enough money and you sit down and 
analyze the simple blessing. 
 
My mother has a friend, she was in a car accident, she was 
injured and she could not go to the restroom and have an 
elimination for weeks.  She then realized until she was unable to 
do it how bless she was for just being able to go to the bathroom, 
we don’t even realize that.  I tell you right now me going to the 
bathroom is worth way more than million dollars.  I’ll tell you 
that right now.  I will trade going to the bathroom. 
 
Now see, they will sell like most of it, but you let your system 
stop working and backup for weeks.  Million dollars when you do 
any good.  Folks, we’re richly blessed, we’re richly blessed, we 
are richly blessed, we’re richly blessed, we’re richly blessed. 
 
Thank you for tuning into Brothers of The Word.  Join us next 
time, because brother, you need the word.  Amen!  Amen! 

 
[Applause] 
 
 Praise – stand up, let’s praise Him, let’s give Him thanks, let’s 

give Him thanks.  Praise God!  Let’s give Him thanks!  Give Him 
thanks!  Oh, give Him thank!  Thank you Lord God!  Thank you 
Lord God!  Thank you Lord God!  Thank you Lord God!  We 
bless Your name!  Oh we give You thanks Lord God!  We give 
You thanks Lord God! 

 
When your eyes open in the morning first thing out of your 
mouth that will be “Thank you Lord Jesus!  Thank you Lord 
God!  Thank you Father!  Thank you Father!  Thank you Father!  
Thank you Father!  Thank you Lord God!  Thank you Lord God!” 
 

00:24:56 
 
The Bible says, use Thanksgiving rather than other – others’ 
unprofitable speech.  So replace that with Thanksgiving.  
Replace that with Thanksgiving.  When you want to complain, 
give thanks instead.  You want to talk about somebody, give 
thanks instead.  The Bible says, “Replace that with 
Thanksgiving!”  With Thanksgiving!  With Thanksgiving!  With 
Thanksgiving!  It’s a powerful tool of God, it’s powerful tool of 
God.   
 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3 

We didn’t even -- I mean, I didn’t even scratch the surface and 
tell you what all Thanksgiving does, but it’s a powerful tool of 
God, but since we’re celebrating Thanksgiving next week I 
wanted just to be on your mind and on your heart and I thank 
God for this one day a year, because it reactivates our 
Thanksgiving card and I am sure sometimes Heaven look for 
that and say you haven’t used it in a while, have you?  Let me 
reactivate that for you, so you can get it going again.  God wants 
Thanksgiving to flow out of our lives, it ought to be continual 
just coming out of our heart, just coming out of heart of things, 
coming out of our heart, blessing the Lord in all times. 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3

