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C. Elijah: Well stand to your feet this morning.  Let’s say, but hold your 

Bible up if you have any Bible with you.  If you don’t, look in the 

pew and get one. 

 

 Let’s just make a declaration before the Lord today before we get 

started.  Hold your Bible up, waving and make the devil mad.  

And now repeat after me, “So, the Bible is God talking to me.”  

Now, look to your neighbor and say, “The bible, is God talking to 

you.”  Now, say this with me, “I am who the Bible says I am.  I 

can do what the Bible says I can do.  And I have what the Bible 

says I have.”  Praise God.  Go ahead and worship the Lord.  Amen.  

Glory to God.  Glory to God.  Amen. 

 

 Open your Bible up to the Book of Galatians.  That’s on the New 

Testament and that’s about middle ways, middle ways in the New 

Testament behind 1 and 2 Corinthians.  Book of Galatians there.  

And this has been our central text as we are studying the fruit of 

the Spirit.  The Bible says to, “Put on the new man.  Put on the 

man that’s been recreated in the image and the likeness of God.  

Put on that man that’s born of the nature of God that has all the 

inherent qualities that God himself has and that he recreated a 

new.  Put on that man, let that man show.” 

 

 In other words, it says, “Let the fruit of the Spirit flow out of you.  

Put on that man where the fruit of the Spirit is in dominion with 

those wonderful forces are born into you.  Let that man show 

forth.  Let that man be demonstrated to the world.  Put on the 

new man.  Put on the new man.  Put on the new man.”  So now, 

we look at each through the Spirit as we’ve been studying them 

very diligently faithfully.  Let’s look, let’s read verse 22, Galatian 

Chapter 5, verse 22.  And it says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith, 

meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.” 

 

 And so now, we’re down to the fruit of the Spirit, we’re down to 

goodness now.  Goodness.  Goodness.  Now we will talk today from 

the subject for goodness sake.  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

“For goodness sake.”  For goodness sake.  Well goodness is one of 

the fruit of the Spirit.  And as you remember love, joy and peace, 

those three have to do with our relationship with God.  And then 

kindness or gentleness, goodness and patience.  Those three have 

to do with our relationship one with another.  Being kind one to 

another.  Being good in our dealings with others.  Be patience in 

our dealings with others.  So, the second set of the fruit of the 
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Spirit, they have to do with our relationship with man having 

victory with one another.  Victory in our relationships. 

 

 And so, we find goodness here as the one that we’re all now, 

goodness.  Goodness.  Goodness is a fruit of the Spirit.  Goodness 

within you whether you know it or not.  Goodness is one of the 

characteristics of God.  How many of you know God is good?  God 

is good.  God is good.  In fact, Moses back in the Book of Exodus, 

he said that God, he had been walking with God.  He said, “Now 

show me your glory.”  He has been tired of just talking to a 

burning bush and so forth and the cloud.  He said, “Show me your 

glory.”  Well the Bible says that, “God let his goodness pass before 

Moses.”  His goodness.  Notice that His goodness.  His goodness.  

His goodness. 

 

 We further see goodness demonstrated in the life of Jesus.  Jesus 

said that, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.”  And 

we get a glimpse of really the whole life of Jesus in Acts Chapter 

10, verse 38 and you don’t have to turn there, but it simply says, 

“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 

with power who went about doing what?”  Good.  He went about 

doing good.  He went about doing good and healing all those 

oppressed of the devil. 

 

00:05:06 

 

 So, notice that every time you saw Jesus going somewhere or 

coming from somewhere, He was either going to do good or He 

was returning from doing good.  I mean every place He went; 

Jesus went with the idea in His heart where He is there to do 

some good to somebody.  He is there to do some good, to call some 

good to come whether it was to raise the dead, whether it was to 

preach the gospel, whether it was to heal the sick, whether it was 

to bind the broken hearted, whether it was to bring some 

confidence, some joy to the down tribes.  Whatever it was, 

whether it was just let His light shine before men, that they would 

His good works and glorify God. 

 

 Notice that, there were a lot of works that Jesus did that the 

people glorified God.  They glorified the God of Israel when they 

saw the lame man leaping and praising God.  They glorified God.  

So, notice that Jesus’ works, His good works calls glory to come to 

God.  And that’s the part of our good works.  Men have to see our 

lights.  They have to see our good works, we’ll let our light shine 
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that men may see our good works and glorify God.  Glorify God 

because even though you’re the vessel, they realize that the 

goodness is from God.  You all see that?  God will have you 

strategically placed of just to be distributors of His goodness.  

You’re the vessel that is coming through, but the person 

recognizes that it’s really the goodness of God.  And they’re able 

to glorify God because of something good that you have done in 

their lives.  Goodness.  So, our goodness is to cause men to glorify 

God.  Our goodness is to bring glory to God.  Our goodness is to 

bring glory to God. 

 

 We’ve been out on outreach several times and people have said, “I 

know this is God’s goodness because just I prayed today for God 

to send me a sign.”  And then there’s somebody from the outreach 

thing, they’re to love them and to show them kindness.  See, we 

are carriers of God’s goodness.  We are carriers of God’s goodness 

and Jesus went about doing good.  That’s all it simply said about 

his life.  He went about doing good.  He went about doing good for 

goodness sakes, because see, goodness is the fruit of the Spirit.  

Goodness is the part of the very nature of God. 

 

 My mother, she started a hospital care ministry because she had 

to desire to do good to those who are in infirmities and those who 

are laid up in hospital, out of her desire.  She allowed the fruit of 

the Spirit of goodness just to flow out of her going towards those 

people.  So, goodness is in there, we just want, we got to learn to 

let it flow out of us.  We got to yield to goodness.  I mean, every 

day, you have to think about, “What is that I can do to be good to 

somebody?  How can I bless somebody?  How can I be a blessing 

today?  How can I bring goodness to someone on my job or to some 

family member, or to one of my neighbors?  How can I express the 

goodness of God and allow God to use me to let this fruit of the 

Spirit, His goodness has been placed in your heart by the Holy 

Ghost of goodness, has been in part of your spirit.”  When you 

were born again, the goodness of God, the same goodness that God 

is, is in your heart and we’re able to share his goodness with the 

world.  Goodness, we’re talking about for goodness sake, for 

goodness sake. 

 

 I remember growing up being down at my grandmother’s house.  

And this had a very tremendous impact upon my life and those -- 

and my family, we used to see my grandmother.  We used to see 

her caring for people on her street, elderly women who had no one 

there to care for them.  We used to see my grandmother when she 
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would cook dinner, she would fix a plate on (00:09:17) and we 

would see her walking across the street to see an elderly woman 

who had no family there to take care of her.  And we would see 

her carrying groceries over there do little things.  We saw, and 

that was the goodness of God.  That was the goodness of God in 

operation, just doing about doing good. 

 

 And you know, you feel so good when you’re doing and out doing 

good.  There’s something about goodness.  I remember Reverend 

McDaniel.  He preached on Thanksgiving one time.  He called his 

subject of the power of doing good.  And he talked about the 

therapeutic benefits of doing good and being a blessing to others.  

Even medically proven that by doing good that it aids your body 

in healing.  It’s therapeutic to your body, it does your body, it does 

your soul so good to do good and to be a blessing. 

 

00:10:09 

 

 Well see, that’s God’s nature.  That’s the goodness of God that’s 

in us to be expressed to others, to flow out of us, to be expressed 

to others.  So, the fruit of the Spirit, they’re in us and they are 

there to flow out of us, to bring benefit and blessing to be 

beneficial to the lives of others.  It’s for goodness sake.  So, the 

sake of God’s goodness that’s born into others. 

 

 Let’s look at some scripture over in Psalms 145.  We covered this 

before, but we’ll look at it again.  Psalms 145, and we’ll see this 

characteristic of God here.  Psalms 145.  When you get that, say, 

“Amen.”  And we’ll read verse 8 and we’ll read verse 9.  You 

remember we did a series on this sometime ago.  Psalms 145 verse 

8 says, “The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger 

and great in mercy.” 

 

 Now, look at the beginning of verse 9 here.  You find out 

something about God.  You find out something about His nature, 

about His intent, His purpose.  Notice this, the Lord is good to all.  

The Lord is good to all.  Now, it would have been something 

different if it only said, “The Lord is good to his people.”  He said 

He’s good to all.  See, that’s part of His character, that’s part of 

His nature.  Just the goodness of God.  The Lord is good to all.  

The Bible says that every perfect, every good and perfect gift is 

from above.  The Lord is good to all.  So, don’t blame God when 

something bad happens in your life because my Bible tells me that 

the Lord is good to all.  The Lord is good to all. 
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 God is not out killing people in car accidents and God is not out 

setting up prostitution houses and drug houses.  Now that stuff 

happens, but that’s not God doing that.  The Bible says God is 

good to all.  The Lord is good to all.  So, stop choosing God when 

you see wrong and when you see bad.  Don’t blame it on God.  The 

Lord is good.  If there is anybody who’s working in your favor, it’s 

God.  The Bible says here in Psalms 145 in another translation, it 

says God is very disposition is to show kindness and to do favors.  

He’s the disposed to show favor. 

 

 So, the Lord is good to all.  He’s even good to his enemies.  The 

Bible says that He reigns upon the just as well as the unjust.  He’s 

good to everybody.  The Lord is just good.  You know all know that 

was just medicated on the goodness of God, the Lord is just good.  

The Lord is good.  The Lord is good.  The Lord is good.  So, who, 

how many?  Oh, the Lord is good to all.  Is He good to just those 

who love him?  He’s good to how many?  Oh, He’s good to all.  The 

Lord is good to all.  The Lord is good to all. 

 

 So, make it a point every day of your life to show some goodness 

to somebody, to do some good.  Keep it in the forefront of your 

thinking, everywhere you go, “I want to be able to a carrier of 

God’s goodness.  I want to do something to bless somebody.  God 

use me, direct my path, show me who to help.  Show me who to 

say a kind word.”  Show me what I can do just to be good, just to 

do some good at. 

 

 Brother Kelvin had left the picnic on yesterday and he had a 

couple of items for food that he carried home with him.  And I 

thought he was just taking them home to be greedy for himself.  

Now, I looked at him, he walked out, just a big container and I 

said to myself, “That mighty low down of him.”  And I called him.  

I called him on the phone a little while later.  I said, “Brother 

Kelvin.”  I said, “Man, what are you doing with all that stuff?”  He 

said, “Well, Pastor.”  He said, “Actually I thought about some folks 

that I could take this stuff, so it will be a blessing to their day.”  

And I got a whole different picture of it.  And I needed to repent, 

I want you to forgive me.  But see, he left here from the picnic on 

yesterday with good on his mind. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 He was thinking about who he can drop someone their food out 

and bless someone who didn’t have much or just to let them know 
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that God loves them and he loves -- just to let the goodness of God 

show forth and that was on his heart.  So, that’s the way we ought 

to be every time we go somewhere.  We ought to be coming to do 

good, leaving to do good.  Coming to do good, who can we bless?  

Who can I show God’s favor to? 

 

 We’re talking about for goodness sake.  See, that’s one of the fruit 

of the Spirit.  Goodness is in you.  The goodness of God is in you, 

is born in you.  The Bible lets us know, if you study the Bible, the 

Bible lets us know that you cannot do good unless you are good.  

The Bible says that a good man out of the good treasure in his 

heart bringing forth good things.  See, you got to be good before 

you can do good.  But thank God, we were born again good because 

goodness is born into us the time, we made Jesus our Lord and 

savior.  Goodness is born into us.  We’re born good and we’re able 

to do good and we’re to be just like Jesus, going about doing good. 

 

 Giving up some of your time to bless somebody else, to do 

something kind for somebody else, that’s the fruit of the Spirit, 

called goodness.  Whether you’re going to the hospital to pray with 

the sick, just to visit someone or going to the prison, going to feed 

the hungry or to cloth the naked, just going about doing good.  

Letting your life shine that men will see your good works and 

glorify God, going about doing good.  Going about doing good.   

 

 Now, I want to get into another aspect of this.  I want to start 

showing you some of the function, some of the functions of 

goodness in our lives.  Some of the functions of goodness in our 

lives and I want to run through this sort of quickly.  Let’s look at 

-- we’ll let me just quote this to you.  Galatians Chapter 6, verse 

10 where goodness is concerned it says, “As we have opportunity, 

let us do good to all men.”  As we have opportunity, whenever the 

opportunity prevents itself, you ought to be ready to do some good 

to somebody.”  It says, “As we have opportunity, let us do good to 

all men.”  As we have opportunity, let us do good to all men. 

 

 Now, remember Psalms 145, verse 9 says, “The Lord is good to 

all.”  And then Galatians 6:10 it says, “As we have opportunity, 

let us do good to all men.”  See, The Lord is good to all.  We’re to 

do good to all men.  It’s the same fruit, the same spores that calls 

us God to be good is in us, and we’re to do good to all men just as 

God is good to all.  God is good to all. 
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 Now, do over.  Let me show you an application of this.  Go over if 

you will to Matthew, the Book of Matthew.  The Book of Matthew, 

Chapter 5.  And we’re already discovered one functions of the 

goodness of God in our lives that it brings glory to God.  It brings 

glory to God.  Goodness, when we yield to the fruit of the Spirit 

called goodness, it brings glory to God.  That’s one of the functions 

and I’ll show you some other functions.  But Matthew, Chapter 5, 

let’s look at verse 44.  Jesus has something to say about goodness 

here.  Matthew, Chapter 5, verse 44, notice this.  It says, “But I 

say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 

good.”  Here it is, do good.  Now Jesus is talking about goodness 

here.  “Do good to them that love you.”  I’m sorry, I misread that.  

Let’s go make a reset.  I misread that.  “Do good to them that hate 

you.”  Isn’t that something? 

 

 Now there is a function of goodness right there, do some good to 

somebody who hates your guts.  Do good to them, it’s what the 

Bible is teaching there.  Do good.  Do good. 

 

 Now let me ask you this.  How in the world can we do good to 

somebody who hate us?  Same way God did.  The Bible says God 

is good to all.  God is good to those who hate Him. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 The same goodness, the same way God is able to be good to those 

who hate Him, we’re able -- He wouldn’t tell us to do anything 

that we’re not able to do because He has put forth his goodness in 

our hearts by the Holy Ghost, we’re able to be good to those who 

hate us.  The same way, the Bible says that God loved us while 

we were yet his enemies. 

 

 See, we were his enemies, but God did good to us.  He sent Jesus 

to die for us, to carry away all our sins, all our sickness while we 

were his enemies.  See, He did good.  He did good to His enemies.  

And it’s that same love that’s in His heart, that’s been shared 

about in our hearts, we’re able to operate in goodness the same 

way to our enemies.  So, notice that, do good to them that hates 

you, somebody who hates your guts, now you allow the force of 

goodness, the fruit of the Spirit calls goodness to come out of you 

and let go toward that person who hates your gut.  Now that’s a 

force to do that, that’s a function of the fruit of the Spirit called 

goodness.  They hate my guts, but yet I’m going to allow the force 
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of goodness to come out of me and go towards them.  Can you see 

something happening there? 

 

 The force of goodness going towards someone who hates it.  There 

was a woman, and she was a minister of the gospel and she was 

preaching in this town.  And while she was in this town preaching, 

there was another pastor in the same town who hated women 

preachers.  He didn’t believe in women preachers.  So, he got on 

the radio everyday while she was there and he blasted her.  He 

just blasted her.  He said it’s an abomination for women to be 

ministering and so forth.  He just blasted every day, every day. 

 

 Now the woman who is preaching, she said, “I’m going to allow 

the goodness of God to flow towards my enemies.”  So, she took up 

her offering and sent it to the pastor who had been blasting her.  

When that pastor got the offering, he invited her to come hold 

services at his church.  Do you see how goodness always wins out?  

You see how goodness?  So, she allows.  Now she could have 

retaliated.  She could have retaliated, but the Bible says in 1 

Peter, I believe it’s 3:9 it says, “Don’t render evil for evil.”  Don’t 

render insult for insult, but on the contrary, render blessing. 

 

 Knowing that this is what you’re called to do, you’re called to bless 

that you might inherit a blessing.  So that’s we will allow the force 

of goodness to go toward those who hate us.  The force of goodness.  

The next time that somebody has done something against you or 

somebody doesn’t like you or somebody is plotting against you, 

send them some flowers, buy them dinner, send them a card, do 

something good for them.  Do something good for them. 

 

 The Bible says that we are to overcome evil with good.  We 

overcome them, notice this, now if the Bible says that we 

overcome evil with good, which one is the stronger force?  Good is 

stronger than evil.  Good is always stronger than evil.  So, the 

Bible says, “Don’t be overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 

good.”  Good overpowers evil, it’s stronger than evil.  Love is 

stronger than hate.  Good is always stronger than evil. 

 

 So, the Bible says, “Don’t be overcome of evil, but overcome evil 

with good.”  Overcome evil with good.  So now we see one of the 

applications there in Matthew 5:44, Jesus said, “Do good.”  We’re 

talking about the fruit of the Spirit called goodness and He says 

“Do good.  Do good.  Do good to them that hates you.” 
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 Over in 1 Peter 3:11, it also says this.  It says, “Depart from evil 

and do good.”  Depart from evil.  Turn from doing evil and do 

good.”  Everybody says, “Turn from doing evil and do good.  And 

do good.” 

 

 Now let me illustrate here, I want to illustrate something that I 

discovered here that I didn’t see before, but I saw it recently.  

Turn over to the Book of 2 Corinthians Chapter 5, I want to 

illustrate something to you, 2 Corinthians Chapter 5.  2 

Corinthians, Chapter 5, that’s in the New Testament.  2 

Corinthians, Chapter 5 and I want to show you something here 

about doing good. 

 

00:25:28 

 

 Here, this is a startling revelation that I saw here in this 

particular verse.   2 Corinthians, Chapter 5 verse 14.  It says, “For 

the love.”  When you get there, say, “Amen.”  2 Corinthians, 

Chapter 5 verse 14.  Says, “For the love of Christ constraineth us.” 

 

 Now I want to show you, I didn’t even really understand that 

goodness was in that, but I want to illustrate that verse.  Brother 

Ivan, if you come up, I want to illustrate, and Brother Kevin, will 

you stand?  I need your help and assistance.  Now, you stand on 

that end over there, Brother Ivan, and Brother Kevin, you stand 

over here.  Now, the word there in 2 Corinthians Chapter 5 verse 

14, it says “For the love of Christ” or “The love of God, it 

constraineth us.”  It constraineth us. 

 

 Now I just wanted to give you a visual so you can really see the 

definition of this word “Constraineth.”  The love of Christ 

constraineth us.  In order for you, I realized this according to 

Matthew Chapter 5 verse 44, “In order for you to love your 

enemies, to bless them that curse you, to do good for them that 

hate you, to pray for them that despitefully use you, the love of 

Christ is going to have to constrain you” in order for you to carry 

out that admonition there in Matthew Chapter 5. 

 

 Let me define that word “Constraineth.”  No, it’s a really 

interesting word, I never -- and I have defined a lot of words as 

you all know.  I’ve looked up hundred, or even thousands of words 

but I’ve never seen a definition quite like this word 

“Constraineth” here.  I’ve never come across something with such 

-- I mean it has -- I can’t even express it. 
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 The word means two different things, yet it means the same 

thing.  It means two different things that are directly contrary to 

one other, yet they’re still the same.  So, I want to define this word 

constraineth and I want to do it in a visual effect so you can really 

understand what it’s saying there where it says, “The love of 

Christ constraineth.” 

 

 Now the first definition of “Constraineth” it means to restrain.  It 

means to restrain or to prevent.  Everybody say that, “Restraint 

or to prevent.”  So, when it says the love of Christ restrains us or 

constraineth us, that means number one, it restrains us, it 

prevents us.  Now I want you to see how this operates.  Now let’s 

just say Brother Ivan has just talked about brother Kelvin’s 

mama. 

 

 He just insulted his mama.  Now you don’t talk nobody’s mama.  

But Brother Ivan just insulted Ms. Hefter, just talked about 

Kelvin’s mama.  Now Kelvin is upset because this guy just talked 

about his mama.  And so, in reaction to him talking about his 

mama, he’s going to react out of his stretch because you talked 

about somebody’s mama, see that’s how I used to start a fight 

back in the old days.  It’s like, “Your mama.”  If you wanted to 

start a fight, just mention the person’s mama and then 

immediately you’re a threat.  I mean you can be nice as you want 

to be -- wanting to (00:29:34) but the moment they mention your 

mama, you go to tension.  You don’t talk about your mama. 

 

 So, your flesh takes over, somebody talks about your mama.  Your 

flesh takes over.  I mean I seen grown men fight because 

somebody talked about their mothers, but that’s your flesh.  Your 

flesh.  You flesh wants to retaliate.  So, Brother Ivan just insulted 

Brother Kelvin’s mama. 

 

00:30:01 

 

 Now brother Kelvin is upset.  Now wipe the smile off your face 

Brother Kelvin.  He set it up.  Now this guy just talked about his 

mother.  He said it, he was smiling.  Now get the smile off your 

face.  There you go.  Now Kelvin is upset.  This guy just talked 

about your mama.  He just talked about your mama.  I can’t keep 

him keep a straight face.  Now out of your flesh, you’re going to 

retaliate to that because he’s insulted your mama and your flesh 

retaliates insult for insult. 
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 So now, you’re going to go at him to straighten him out for talking 

about his mother.  So, start coming and start walking like he’s 

going to get a piece of him.  Now watch this.  Now watch this.  He 

is on his way to get a piece of him because he talks about his 

mama.  But now notice, the Bible says 2 Corinthians 5:14, “The 

love of Christ constraineth us.”  That means it restrains or it 

prevents us, it holds us back.  So now, as he’s on his way to give 

him a piece of his mind for insulting his mama, the love of Christ 

in his heart begins to rise up. 

 

 The love of Christ now begins to constrain him.  It rises up as he’s 

on his way acting out of his flesh, the love of Christ that fill his 

heart begins to rise up and it begins to hold him back.  It begins 

to restrain him.  It begins to prevent him and I think his spirit, 

he begins to remember all the messages that I preached on love.  

He begins to remember that you love your enemies, that you pray 

for them that despiteful use, that to do good to them that hates 

you.  See he remembers all those things, that’s coming out in his 

heart.  So, the love of Christ in his heart begins to hold him back.  

It begins to calm him down and it keeps him now from rendering 

insult for insult.  So that’s what the love of Christ, that’s the first 

definition of the love of Christ. 

 

 This then, I found out the very second definition of the word 

constraineth.  It does completely the opposite, now that the love 

of Christ has stopped him, the second definition of constraineth 

means compel.  It means it gives you a gentle push, it encourages 

you.  So now, whereas before, the love of Christ constrained and 

restrained him, it’s in front of him to stop him.  Now the love of 

Christ constraineth him by compelling him.  Now he gets behind 

and watch this, now the love of Christ begins to push through in 

his heart.  They’ll forgive you brother, and like you don’t want to 

go because his flesh is not going to want to go forgive him.   His 

flesh is not going to want to go and do kindness.  So, the love of 

Christ is saying, “Go make up with your brother.”  He’s a little 

resentful but now notice, the love of Christ begins to compel him.  

It’s pushing him.  It’s encouraging him, just gently, that’s the love 

of Christ.  And now it’s saying, “Go ahead and forgive him.  Go 

ahead and do him good.  Show him kindness.  Offer to take him 

out to dinner.  Do something good for.  You give him a blessing.  

Give him a hug.  Go ahead and be reconciled.  Now go ahead, you 

all go ahead and hug.  Go ahead and hug him. 
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 Thank you all, give them a round of applause.  Now did you see 

those two definitions?  One function of the word “constraineth” 

there, it prevents you.  The other definition, it compels you, it’s 

now pushing you to do good.  In fact, it said this, it restrains you 

from doing evil, it compels you to do good.  You all see that?  The 

love of Christ constraineth us.  It restrains you from doing evil, it 

compels you to do good.  It compels you to do good.  It retrains you 

from doing evil.  It compels you to do good. 

 

 So that’s what you need in order to bless them that curse you, to 

do good to them that hates you, to pray for them that despitefully 

use you and to love your enemy.  It’s the love of Christ that 

constraineth us.  It restrains us from doing evil when you want to 

retaliate, when you want to render insult for insult, when you 

want to render an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, then the 

love of Christ retrains it and then it compels you.  It compels you 

into the love of God. 

 

00:35:11 

 

 So that's the goodness of God, it compels you to do good.  It 

compels you to do good.  So, we’re to do good, we’re talking about 

for goodness sake.  I’m just about finish.  Let me show you just a 

couple other functions and then I’ll be finished.  But the next time 

somebody offends you, they do something to you to offend you, sow 

the offense, you sow it as a seed, instead of retaliating, I take that 

offense, what they’ve done to me and I sow it as a seed.  now I’m 

sowing the love of God as a seed.  I’m sowing that offense, instead 

of responding and offending them because they’ve offended me, I 

take the offense they done to me, I sow it. 

 

 Everybody say, “Sow it.  Sow the offense.”  You sow the offense, 

you sow that offense because when you have just caused to 

retaliate against somebody, now that’s seed for you to sow.  Say, 

“God. I’m not going to retaliate; I sow this as a seed and I’ll do 

good to them that hate me.”  See, that’s the fruit of the Spirit, 

called goodness.  Let’s look at -- notice what the Bible says, “Don’t 

be overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.”  Overcome evil 

with good. 

 

 Another translation says, “Don’t let evil get the better of you, you 

get the better of evil with good.”  Now notice, let me give you a 

couple more functions and then I'm finished.  Go over to -- actually 

let’s look at it.  Go to Romans Chapter 12, that’s in the New 
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Testament there.  Romans Chapter 12.  Romans Chapter 12 and 

let’s look at verse 21.  Romans Chapter 12 verse 21.  You’ll see 

this is a verse that I’ve been quoting.  Let’s read then in unison, 

Romans Chapter 12 verse 21 says, “Be not overcome of evil but 

overcome evil with good.”  Romans 12 verse 21.  “Be not overcome 

of evil but overcome evil with good.”  And now you do that, you’re 

able to -- I saw that you’re able to do that in many areas of life. 

 

 You’re able to overcome evil with good.  If your spouse is doing 

evil against you, what do you do?  You overcome the evil that your 

spouse is doing by doing good to them.  The more evil they do to 

you, you want to turn up the goodness back towards them.  

Overcome evil with good.  Let me give you some other applications 

of this. 

 

 Think about, if some evil thoughts -- if some evil thoughts are 

coming to your mind.  Overcome those evil thoughts that are 

coming to you mind with good, what’s good?  Well, the Bible good 

isn’t it?  The Bible says, I believe it’s Philippians 4:8, it says, 

“Think of these things, whatsoever things of good report.”  So, 

when evil thoughts come to your mind, overcome those evil 

thoughts by thinking only good report.  See, you can overcome evil 

in many areas with good.  Overcoming evil with good. 

 

 Think about this, if fear comes to you, fear is evil.  If fear comes 

to you, how can you overcome fear with good?  Well the Bible says, 

in 2 Timothy Chapter 1 verse 7, God hasn’t given us a spirit of 

fear, but a power and a love and a sound mind.”  So, you take 

God’s words there and overcome the evil.  You see that?  See, 

God’s word is good and it will overpower any evil.  Overcome evil 

with good.  Sickness, trying to attack your body, it tries to attack 

your body.  Now sickness is evil.  Sickness is on your body, trying 

to attack your body, overcome that evil sickness with God’s 

medicine.  The Bible says His word is life.  Onto those that are 

have (00:39:26) it had helped all their flesh, medicine in the little 

Hebrew, God’s word is medicine.  So, overcome the evil sickness 

and disease with the goodness of God’s medicine.  You all see that?  

Overcome evil with good, always overcome evil with good. 

 

 Now look at the fruit of the Spirit.  Look at the fruit of the Spirit 

how they overcome evil.  Somebody shows you hatred, you show 

them the love of God.  You’re overcoming their hatred with love.  

If depression, which is evil, tries to enter your life, you overcome 

it with joy. 
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00:40:04 

 

 You see that?  Overcome evil with good.  See, the fruit of the 

Spirit, they’re good.  So, whatever is evil, if worry tries to come 

into your life, you overcome it with peace, the peace of God.  See, 

always, overcome whatever’s evil that comes in your life, you 

think about something good that will overcome it.  The fruit of the 

Spirit will overcome it.  The love of God will overcome.  The word 

of God will overcome evil every time.  Amen. 

 

 God is good.  God is good.  He overpowers the devil every time.  

The devil is no match for God.  And we overcome -- the Bible says, 

now notice this, here it is again.  Resist the devil, the devil is evil.  

He’s coming at you.  The Bible says resist it, and he will do what? 

See?  You just overcame evil with good. You just overcame evil 

with good.  Always overcome.  Now one way you resist the devil 

is just by doing the opposite of whatever he tells you to do. 

 

 If the devil tells you to lay down, you’d get up, that’s resisting him.  

If he tells you to talk, you shut up.  Whatever he tells you to do, 

do the opposite, that’s resisting the devil.  The devil tells you to 

leave home, you stay home, whatever he tells you to do, do the 

opposite, that’s resisting the devil, you’re resisting his urges, 

that’s what you’re doing, you’re resisting him. 

 

 And then of course we resist the devil with the word of God, we 

resist the devil with the name of Jesus.  We resist the devil with 

all the fruit of the Spirit.  We have weapons of our (00:41:40) but 

mighty through God.  So, the putting down (00:41:43).  So, we 

have all this equipment, all of these things to resist the devil.  

Now, so that’s overcoming -- let me ask you this question, I'm just 

going to quiz if you’ve been paying attention to the series on fruit 

of the Spirit. 

 

 What is the evil of wanting to quit shows up?  How do you 

overcome it with good?  Patience, that’s right, somebody’s been 

listening, somebody’s been -- if you want to give up, you want to 

quit, you want to stop, you don’t feel like you can make it, you 

overcome that evil with the force of patience.  See, we overcome 

evil with good.  Let me show you a few more sentence, I need 

about five minutes and I’m finished. 

 

 Go to 1 Peter.  1 Peter Chapter, just shows you some other 

functions of doing good on 1 Peter, that’s towards the back of the 
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New Testament, right back there before 1 and 2 Peter, is right 

before 1, 2 and 3 John and Revelation.  So, you’re almost towards 

the back with 1 Peter.  1 Peter, go to Chapter 3, look at verse 13.  

1 Peter, Chapter 3.  This gives us another function of God’s 

goodness.  One of the functions of God’s goodness is divine 

protection, divine protection.  1 Peter Chapter 3 verse 13 says, 

“And who is he that will harm you if you if ye be followers of that 

which is good?”  Who’s going to harm you when you’re always 

trying to do good?  Notice that, so you’re under a divine protection, 

the word of God lets us know that one of the functions of the 

goodness of God in your life is a protection where you’re always 

following to do good.  Who is it that will harm you if you’d be 

followers of that which is good? 

 

 So divine protection there is a function of the goodness of God 

operating in your life.  Go over to the Book of James.  The Book of 

James, that’s just a couple of books back to your left there, you’ll 

be in James.  A couple of books back to you left, in fact, it’s just 

one book back to your left.  The next book back to your left is 

James, go to Chapter 4.  We would look at this one.  I need about 

two minutes left.  Two minutes and I’m finished.  James Chapter 

4, here’s another function of God’s goodness. 

 

 James Chapter 4, here’s a function of God’s goodness right here.  

This function of God’s goodness will keep you out of sin.  It will 

keep you out of sin.  Notice this, James Chapter 4, verse 17 says, 

“Therefore, to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 

him it is sin.”  So, if you’ll just do the good, you know you’re 

supposed to do, it will keep you out of sin.  It says the person who 

won’t do good that they know, then they get over in the areas of 

sin.  But if you’re doing good that you know you’re supposed to do, 

it keeps you out of sin. 

 

 So, there’s a function of God’s goodness right now.  You know to 

do good and you do it, whenever you know to do something that’s 

good and right, do it.  You know to good, do it.  That keeps you out 

of sin.  That keeps you out of sin, as a function of God’s goodness.  

It keeps you out of sin. 

 

00:45:05 

 

 Let’s look at another one.  Go to Psalms, that’s the final one, last 

one.  Psalms Chapter 37.  This says that the function of God’s 

goodness causes you to receive.  This causes you to be able to 
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receive in life, because you walk in God’s goodness.  Psalms 37.  

Here’s the result of God’s goodness.  This is the final function of 

God’s goodness that I wanted to cover. 

 

 Psalms 37 verse 3.  It says, “Trust in the Lord and do” what?  Let’s 

say it again.  Trust in the Lord and do what?  Trust in the Lord 

and do what?  All right.  “Trust in the Lord and do good.”  Now 

watch what happens when you trust in the Lord and do good.  

Watch this function of goodness. “So shalt thou dwell in the land 

and verily thou shalt be fed.”  See, it puts you in a position now to 

receive.  Because you’re trusting in God and you’re doing good, 

while you’re trusting in God, you’re doing good.  Now it says you’re 

going to be fed.  You’re going to be fed.  You’re going to be fed.  

One translation says, “You’re going to be fed, you’re able to feed 

on the faithfulness of God.”  You’re able to feed on the faithfulness 

of God.  So, when you trust in the Lord and you’re doing good 

while you’re trusting in the Lord, it puts you in a position to 

receive, to be fed.  You’ll be fed.  You will, you’ll be fed on God’s 

faithfulness, on God’s faithfulness in your life. 

 

 Praise God.  Praise God.  Give God a round of applause, I’m 

finished.  Glory to God.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

00:46:56 
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