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C. Elijah Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the 

word.  Amen.  Praise God. 

 

 Well, we have been discussing just a mini series dealing with the 

mercy of God, and we have looked at His loving kindness, His 

compassion towards us and I have been blessed just by knowing 

that the mercy of God is available to me, so forgive me when I sin, 

when I mess up.  Aren’t you glad the mercy of God is there, not  

the justice of God?  You know, the Bible says that He dealt with 

us according to His mercy, not according to what we had done.  

Aren’t you glad about that?  What if God had dealt with us 

according to what we had done?  We would be in trouble, wouldn’t 

we?  But he dealt with us according to His mercy. 

 

 In the Book of Hebrews let us know that we that we can come 

boldly before the throne of grace that we might obtain mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need.  And so, the mercy of God, it 

helps us when we are in trouble, helps us when we have sinned, 

when we’re in error.  It helps us when we’re hurting.  The mercy 

of God -- we can hope in the mercy of God.  We can release our 

faith in the mercy of God. 

 

 And today, I want to look at one of the definitions of mercy.  One 

of the words that we used in the definition of mercy, which is 

compassion and compassion is akin to mercy, literally it’s 

synonymous to mercy and in most text to laws of Bible you’ll find 

the word mercy and the word compassion used interchangeably.  

In one portion it may say mercy, the next portion it will say 

compassion.  In fact, if you look up mercy in the dictionary, it will 

say to have compassion.  And if you looked up compassion in the 

dictionary, it will say to have mercy.  So, they are 

interchangeable, they are one, really akin to one another. 

 

 And I want to look a little bit more at compassion.  You can open 

your Bibles up to the Book of Luke Chapter 10.  In Luke Chapter 

10, and I’m not going to read, I just was to narrate a little bit.  

From Luke Chapter 10 Verses 25 through 37.  I’m going to narrate 

it and you can read along.  But there, in Luke chapter 10, this 

lawyer, says a certain lawyer stood up to test Jesus.  He asked 

him a question.  He said, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

And Jesus answered him and basically, He said, “You are a 

lawyer, you’re the expert in the law.  What does the law say about 

it?  What’s you’re reading of the law?  What’s your interpretation 

of the law concerning that?” 
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 And he thought for a moment and he said, “Well, to love God with 

all of your heart, with all of your soul, with all of your mind, with 

all of your strength, with all of your might and to love thy 

neighbor as thyself.  And Jesus said, “You have answered 

correctly.”  And He said, you do this, you will live.  You’ll have 

your eternal life. 

 

 And then the young lawyer he said, “I have one other question.  I 

understand about loving God with all my heart, with all my soul, 

with all of my mind, with all of my strength and with all of my 

might, but the other part about loving your neighbor as yourself.”  

He said, “Who is my neighbor?”  And Jesus said, “Well, I’ll explain 

it to you like this.”  He said, “There’s a certain man on his way 

from Jerusalem going towards Jericho and on the way, thieves 

fell upon him, stripped him, beat him, injured him, left him half 

dead on the road.” 

 

00:05:00 

 

 And the priest came walking by and looked over at the man lying 

on the road and passed by on the other side.  And then a Levite 

came along and looked upon the man and passed on the other side 

and finally a Samaritan came, went over to where the man was 

and he had compassion on him and he bandaged his wounds while 

pouring in oil and wine,  set him up on his beast, took him to an 

inn, took care of him.  Then told the innkeeper, “Here’s two pence, 

two days’ wages, take care of this man while I’m gone and if the 

bill is any more than this, I’ll pay you the rest when I return. 

 

 And Jesus said to the young lawyer, “Which of these three was 

neighbor to the man? And the lawyer said, the one that showed 

mercy or compassion.  And Jesus said, “You’ve answered 

correctly.  You go and do likewise.”  Now, I want to use that as 

our subject.  Turn to your neighbors and say, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

 It’s interesting to note that the answers to the original question 

was simply love God.  What do I need to do to have eternal life?  

Love God, love your neighbor as yourself.  The book of Micah 

Chapter 6 Verse 8, it answers the same question.  He asks what 

does God require thee and he says the very same thing.  He says 

the only thing that God requires of you is to do justly, be 

compassionate or love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God. 
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 Isn’t that very simple?  Isn’t that a very simple formula?  It 

reminds me of something my grandmother said.  I mentioned this 

last week.  My grandmother put religion in very simple terms.  

She said, “All you have to do is live right, live right before God 

and treat people right.  Treat people the way they are supposed 

to be treated, the way that you would want to be treated yourself. 

 

 And she found that up, that’s all what religion is.  She said, 

“Religion is how you live every day.”  And you know, my 

grandmother says the same thing Jesus said.  That’s all religion 

is.  Loving God with all your heart and loving your neighbor as 

yourself.  Same thing Micah said, doing justly, loving mercy, or 

being compassionate and walking humbly with thy God. 

 

 And so this young lawyer, he said, “Who is my neighbor?”  And 

Jesus said after he gave him this illustration of the Samaritan, 

the good Samaritan as we know it.  He said, “Go and do likewise.”  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

 In other words, what he was saying, this compassion that you just 

noticed that the Samaritan had on the man half dead, that 

compassion you go and you develop that compassion of God.  

Allow that compassion, the same compassion, allow it to grow and 

to develop in your life and you begin to walk in and he says say 

go and do likewise.  You go and begin doing the same type of 

things.  Go and start allowing the compassion of God to flow 

through your life.  Jesus was teaching all compassion there.  He 

taught him who his neighbor was.  Go and let the compassion of 

God flow through your life, to your neighbor. 

 

00:10:01 

 

 Develop that compassion and begin to walk in it and allow it to 

flow through your life.  Go and do likewise.  Start doing the same 

things that this Samaritan did to this man.  And then Jesus said, 

“If you do this, you will live.” 

 

 Now notice, Jesus instructed the man to go and to do.  

Compassion is doing something.  Compassion is not sitting 

around, feeling sorry for someone.  It’s not just pitying someone, 

just sitting there, feeling bad for somebody, you’re not doing 

anything, you’re just sitting around and feeling sorry, no that’s 

not compassion is.  Compassion does something.  Notice that -- go 

and do likewise. 
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 So, compassion always has to do something.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Compassion has to do something.”  It’s not just 

feeling sorry for someone else.  You know whenever compassion 

flows through Jesus, he always did something.  Do you ever find 

in the Bible says, it says this about Jesus, “And He was moved 

with compassion.” 

 

 Notice that He moved and He did something.  It didn’t say He was 

seated with compassion.  No.  It moved Him and put Him on 

action.  Compassion will always make you do something.  That 

definition of compassion -- let me give you this definition of 

compassion.  It’s a deep yearning from the inside, a deep yearning 

that responds to the needs of people.  To show mercy, 

demonstrating mercy, acting to remove the distress of others.  

Notice that.   Not feeling sorry of the distress of others, no.  Acting 

to remove the distress of others.  That is compassion.  It always 

does something.  It’s an outward manifestation of pity. 

 

 So the Bible says, Jesus was moved.  Everybody say, “Move.”  It 

moves you to do something.  Whenever Jesus saw something in 

compassion, the compassion of God began rising up in him, it 

always moved.  He was moved with compassion and healed the 

sick.  He was moved with compassion and he fed the multitude.  

He multiplied the bread and the loaves and the fish.  He was 

moved with compassion. 

 

 You know, I begin to find out most of the miracles that God 

happened is because Jesus was moved.  There was a deep 

yearning on the inside of him to remove the distress from others.  

The compassion of God would always well up in Him.  He was 

moved. 

 

 The Bible says He was watching a funeral profession one day.  He 

was moved with compassion as He saw the mother and He went 

over to the mother and He said, “Weep not.”  And He went to the 

coffin.  He said, “Young man, I say arise.”  The Bile says He was 

moved with compassion when He saw that mother weeping and 

it caused Him to do something. 

 

 Blind Bartimaeus cried out as Jesus walked by and he said, “Have 

mercy on me.  Have mercy.”  The Bible says Jesus was walking 

by and He just heard the cry, “Have mercy.”  And the Bible says 

Jesus stood still and the Bible says Jesus has compassion on you 
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and He will desire.  Compassion moved Jesus.  It moved Him and 

it’s the same compassion.  It’s the same compassion that He wants 

to flow through our lives and He said, “Go and do likewise.”  Turn 

to your neighbors and say, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

 You know I thought about something, you realize all of the work 

that Jesus did in His ministry through compassion that now we 

are the only body that Jesus has in the earth? 

 

00:15:04 

 

 I want you think about this for a moment.  Jesus has no hands to 

heal with but our hands.  He has no one to pray the prayer of faith 

but us to pray the prayer of faith. He has no one to see about the 

hungry and to feed the hungry but us.  If we don’t do it, who will?  

And so, we are the hands of God in the earth to have compassion. 

 

 You know, Jesus, he talked about -- identified a group of people 

who lived their lives without compassion and this is what He said.  

He said, “I was hungry and you fed me not.  When I was thirsty 

you didn’t give me anything to drink.  When I was naked, you 

didn’t clothe me.  When I was sick and in prison, you didn’t come 

to visit me.”  He said, “Depart from me (00:16:17) never knew 

you.”  See that was an illustration of people without compassion, 

who lived their lives without compassion. 

 

 And that’s why this man, he wanted to know how can I have 

eternal life?  Jesus said, “You do these things and you’ll live, you 

will have life.”  You’ll find that you have life as you help other 

people to have life.  As you laid out your life to help other people 

live, you’ll find life for yourself in the process.  And that’s why He 

said, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

 And there’re going to be opportunities that’s going to be presented 

to you, opportunities of compassion will be presented to you.  And 

how will you know that when those opportunities of compassion 

present themselves to you that you very well may be the answer 

to someone else’s prayer.  Have you ever thought about that? 

 

 As I have been studying this little series and getting into the 

mercy of God and the compassion of God, I said to myself, I came 

to this this realization.  I said, “I am not going to run from the 

needy any longer.”   I said, I‘m not going to be dodging the needy, 

running from the needy, hiding from the needy.  You all know 
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what I’m talking about when I say that.  You know, in the past 

whenever we saw anybody who look like they might need 

somebody, we try as quick as we can to go the other way. 

 

 And I said, I might not going to be dodging -- the reason that they 

were -- you ever thought about this?  The reason that they might 

have been coming your way is God was sending them to you for 

help.  God can’t help them if we don’t help them.  And that’s what 

we fail to realize.  If we don’t help them, God can’t help them.  We 

are the conduit of God’s compassion.  His compassion can only 

flow through us.  Can you think about all the opportunities we 

missed?  Man, I think about all the people I have avoided that 

look like they needed something.  I didn’t want to inconvenience 

myself.  I didn’t want to get involved.  I didn’t want to get my 

hands dirty. 

 

 Now this is a true story and Brother James will attest to this.  We 

had a young man who came here one night and he looked like he 

was in need and he tried to shake my hand.  And I wouldn’t shake 

his hand because I don’t want to get my hands dirty.  If you had 

seen his hands, his hands were completely black.  I mean, it 

looked like he’s just gone and poured oil all over and just 

completely black and he held out his hand to shake my hand and 

I told him that my hands were full like I can’t shake his hand 

right then and Brother James laughed at me.  He said all I had 

in my hand was an ink can(ph).  You see, the real truth of the 

matter is I didn’t want to get my hands dirty and I failed an 

opportunity to show the compassion of God. 

 

 The same thing happened to Jesus.  A leper came up to Jesus. 
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 And he said, “If you’re willing you can heal me.”  And I can see 

Jesus there looking at this outcast of society, person who walks 

down the street and whenever one see them coming they cross on 

the other side.  He had to holler unclean as he drug along the 

street, unclean all of his life, unclean so people will stay out of his 

way. 

 

 The Bible says when he came to Jesus, he said, “Jesus, if you are 

willing, if you will, I know you can heal me.”  And he was there 

waiting on the response of Jesus not realizing that he was 

standing before the very fountain of the compassion of God. 
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 Here’s a man no one has touched, years, probably most of his life, 

had a contagious disease and do you know what Jesus did?  Jesus 

reached up and laid his hands on him and healed him.  And Jesus 

said, “I will for you to be healed.”  Jesus laid His hands on him.  

Jesus didn’t have to touch him.  I believe Jesus touched him just 

to show him his greatest need was not necessarily to be healed 

but to be touched.  The man had not been touched in years.  He 

forgot what humans felt like. 

 

 Do you know the scientific study showed that if you leave a baby 

untouched, it will die.  Nothing else is wrong with them but just 

without the human touch, it will die.  This man hadn’t been 

touched by humans in years and so before Jesus healed him, the 

Bible says Jesus laid his hands on him.  He allowed him to feel 

the mercy and the compassion of God.  The mercy and the 

compassion of God.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Go and do 

likewise.” 

 

  It just dawned on me what God has been trying to do.  God is 

saying I have a love -- now, here’s what the Bible says.  The Bible 

says God is full of compassion.  Psalm 145 Verse 8, God is full of 

compassion.  Psalm 86:15, God is full of compassion.  Now, God is 

full of compassion yet we live in a love-starved world.  Here’s a 

full God and here’s a starving world.  And my question was, “God, 

how do you get your full supply compassion to a world in 

desperate need than starving?  And God answered me and said, 

“You, through you, through my church, through my body, is how 

I’ll pour my compassion upon the world.” 

 

 We are carriers of compassion of God.  I’ll never look at a needy 

person the same the rest of my life because when a needy person 

comes, when I cross paths, I am thinking to myself, God sent him 

my way because He had to send him to someone that He knows 

he will help him with compassion of God.  Go and do likewise. 

 

 Those of you who are watching by television, I pray that you let 

the compassion of God flow through you to others.  God wants to 

use you in a very special way.  Praise God.  Thank you for tuning 

in to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the word. 

Amen.  Praise God. 

 

 I pray that you will continue to allow the compassion of the Lord 

God to benefit to your hearts and allow yourselves to let the 
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compassion of God to flow through your life and to stop running 

from the needy and realize we have something to offer them, the 

very compassion and love of God. 
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 God can only do it through us.  He can only do it through us.  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, “If we don’t do it, if you don’t do it, who 

will?”  Praise God. 
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