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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Heavenly Father, we just love You, and we give You thanks 
and we praise You, Father. We thank You, Lord God, that we can just be still and 
know that You are God. We thank You for Your Love to us, Your Peace. We thank 
You for the power of Your Holy Spirit and Your Anointing. We thank You for Your 
Son. We thank You for peace and joy that You give us, for Your Word. And, Father, 
we humble ourselves, give ourselves and submit ourselves to You tonight. Father, 
we listen for the Voice of the Holy Spirit; speak to us. And I pray less for me, more 
of You and none of him in all of us. In Jesus’ name, amen, amen, amen, amen, 
amen… praise God. 
 
Well, welcome to the first Friday night of 2004! Amen, amen. Amen, amen, amen. I 
see many of you are starting your year off right, being here in the House of the Lord 
on a Friday night, and I certainly thank you and commend you for that. In so many 
different areas of life, we make a new beginning this year, and it’s a wonderful joy 
to be able to start over in life and have a brand-new fresh start in areas that we 
messed up and have been slack and slothful. So we thank God for that. You may be 
seated. And you can open your Bibles to the Book of James. And we will certainly be 
prayerful concerning Minister Miguel and his family and what he shared with us 
tonight. We certainly will be with them in prayer, and we thank God that he is such 
a stalwart spiritually and a pillar of strength to his family and is able to help them 
to trust in the Lord and even have victory in the face of adverse circumstance. 
James, Chapter 3, is where we are going to look tonight. 
 
Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. Amen, 
amen; amen, amen. Praise God. Thank you for joining us, tuning into the broadcast 
today. We are going to look over in the Book of James Chapter, 3. James Chapter 3, 
I would like to read Verses 2 through 8, and you can read along together with me. 
James Chapter 3, Verses 2 through 8. Ready? Read.  “For in many things we offend 
all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle 
the whole body. Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; 
and we turn about their whole body. Behold also the ships, which though they be so 
great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small 
helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little member, and 
boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: is so the tongue among our members, that it 
defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire 
of hell. For every kind of beasts, and of birds and of serpents, and of things in the 
sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: But the tongue can no man tame; it 
is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.” 
 
And I want to just speak from the subject ”Taming the Tongue”; “Taming the 
Tongue.” Turn to your neighbor and say, ”Taming the tongue.” Taming the tongue. 
The Bible here says that we can tame all type of wild animals; we can tame tigers 
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and lions; other beasts and wild animals, we are able to train them and bring them 
under control. But then he says the unruly, the ungodly tongue, no man can tame it. 
So we are talking about taming the tongue. And I believe now that he is saying that 
this tongue does not submitteth to God, no man can tame it because you are dealing 
with more than just a natural thing, you are dealing with a spiritual force, and it 
takes spiritual weapons to tame something over in the spirit realm; so that’s why he 
said no man can tame it; no natural substance, no natural thing, can tame it, 
because the tongue is a spiritual force. It’s a creative power that operates in the 
spiritual world, and that’s why no man can tame it, and it causes us to need help 
from Heaven to bring it under control. It can be tamed, but God is saying, ”You’re 
going to need My help, you’re going to need My wisdom, and you’re going to need 
My grace to bring it under control. Now, you can handle wild animals, you can 
handle tigers and lions and bears and so forth; but you can’t handle that little red 
rag hanging out of your mouth” (laughing). 
 
So we are talking about taming the tongue, taming the tongue. Now, this has been 
in the spirit, for as we were coming to the threshold of a new year, this thing has 
just been in my spirit and I’ve been saying, “Lord, what are You trying to say, what 
are You trying to say?” I heard the Will of the Lord say to me, “If you want to 
change the course and the direction of your life, you’re going to have to change the 
words that have been coming out of your mouth. You want to change the course and 
direction of your life, you must change your words. You will always get and have in 
life what you’ve been saying. So do you want to know what you are going to have in 
life? Just listen to what you have been saying; you’re going to always have and get 
in life what you have been saying. The words you speak set the boundaries for your 
life; the words you speak set the boundaries for your life. Whatever you have in life 
is simply a product of what you have been saying. Whatever you have is a product of 
what you have been saying,  and in order to change what you have, you must 
change what’s been coming out of your mouth.” 
 
How many of you want to change? You want to change a certain course and 
direction, you want something different in your life, you’re going have to change 
what’s been coming out of your mouth. To head your life in a different direction 
from death to life, from sickness to health, from failure to success, you must take 
charge of your words. You must take charge of your words. Now, that’s easier said 
than done. But I want you to note something here:  it must be said before it can be 
done. 
 
Tiger Woods, I remember watching the little documentary about Tiger Woods, and 
they showed a clip; they had a video when he was two or three years old, and this is 
what he said as a two- or three-year-old little baby boy. He said, “I am going to grow 
up and beat all the pros playing golf!” He said, “I am going to be on TV, and I am 
going to win every tournament and I am going to beat all the pros and win a lot of 
money when I grow up.” Now, he said that at two or three years of age! He hadn’t 
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beat anybody at two or three years of age! He hadn’t beat anybody! But those words 
that he spoke set the course and the direction for the rest of his life, and exactly 
what he spoke has come to fruition in his life; and a lot of hard work went along 
with that, but he first spoke the words! It charted the course for his life! And so God 
wants to get our attention to say, “What have you have been saying? What is it that 
has been coming out of your mouth? Your words are powerful! Your words are the 
most powerful spiritual force on the face of this Earth!” There is power, creative 
power, that comes out of the words of our mouths, and I had no idea that God was 
so concerned about what we say! 
 
Did you know the Bible says that God knows every word in your mouth? Now, I 
want you to see that. Turn over to the Book of Psalms. Turn over to Psalms 139. I 
want you to see this, how God takes note of our words. Psalms 139, Verse 4 -- notice 
this -- it says:  “For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, Thou knowest 
it altogether.” “God, You know every word that comes out of my mouth. In fact, he 
said, “You even know it before I say it.” This is how important our words are to God. 
God knows what you’re going to say before you even say it! 
 
Another translation says, “You have observed my words on every side.” “You have 
observed my words on every side.” And so often we don’t really think a whole lot 
about what we say, and all along God, hangs on to every word that comes out of our 
mouths! And the reason that some of our lives are so messed up is because mess has 
been coming out of our mouths! If you want to change that, if you want to change 
the course of your life, you’re going to have to change the very words that come out 
of your mouth. That’s a Divine Law that’s the Bible teaches us over and over and 
over and over again. And it’s not just what you say one time; it’s the words that you 
say when you go to work, and it’s the words that you say around your friends; it’s 
the words that you say to your family; it’s the words that you say at home; it’s those 
words that you say by yourself; all those words, the cumulative effect of those words 
when you say over and over and over and over, even if you don’t mean them, 
eventually those things will come to pass in your life… even if you don’t mean them. 
 
My mother told us that when she was pregnant, she had three babies right behind 
each other a year apart, bam, bam, bam,; and she said she got embarrassed, 
because every time she ran into somebody, she was always at the same stage in her 
pregnancies. So it’s almost like she was just forever pregnant. Every time they saw 
her, they’d say, “Are you still carrying that baby?” And they didn’t know it would be 
the next baby. She is on the same stage every time they saw her (laughing). So she 
got so embarrassed, she finally told them, she said, “No, that’s just a tumor.” She 
said, “No, there’s just a little tumor there.” She got embarrassed to say she was 
pregnant, so she began to say, “No, that’s a tumor there; that’s a tumor.” You know, 
it wasn’t long after that that a tumor was there. Now, see, she didn’t really mean 
that; she kept saying it over and over and over, and the creative effect of the words 
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that came out of her mouth had enough power in them to bring what she said to 
pass. It’s a spiritual law! It is a spiritual law. It is a spiritual law. 
 
Jesus said in this way: “You will have whatever you say”; and we as believers, we’ve 
taken that right and then we’ve forgotten about it. We let it slip, we forgot about the 
spiritual power Jesus Himself told us! He said, “You will have whatever you say!” 
You’ll have whatever you say! Listen to what I‘m saying:  you will have whatever 
you say. What do you want this year? You will have whatever you say! What do you 
want to say into your life? You will have whatever you say! You’ll have what ever 
you say; spiritual law. 
 
There was a man, all of his life he said, “I’ll never live to the age of 40.” He told 
everybody, told his friends everywhere he went, “I’ll never live to age 40.” He fell 
into a coma at age 39. The pastor wanted to pray for him. The Spirit of the Lord 
spoke to the pastor and said, ”There is nothing I can do for him, because he has set 
spiritual laws in motion that can’t be reversed by the words of his mouth.” 
 
Jesus said, ”By your words you will be justified, by your words you will be 
condemned.” The very words, the very words of our mouths. You know, as we came 
into this new season, and this new beginning, I was so excited; and I told all of you a 
couple of nights ago as we finished the service and I was so excited to come into this 
newness -- new year, new time -- and I said, you know, “Thank God we haven’t 
talked about anybody. Glory to God we haven’t gossiped.” And before I can get out 
the door good (laughing)… after the clock struck midnight and we rolled into a new 
year, my wife and I were on our way home. Man, we got into talking. And, Man, I 
got to talking, and the next thing you know I was talking about somebody 
(laughing). 
 
Now, I don’t know how to explain this, I really don’t know how to explain this any 
better than this; but it was as if God separated me for a moment from my body. I 
can’t explain it. You know, it wasn’t necessarily an out-of-body experience; but for a 
moment He separated my spirit from my body, and it’s almost as if I became two 
men. So it’s like my spirit man stepped out, and I was able to turn and see myself 
talking. Now, this was while I was talking to my wife, I was talking about 
somebody, I was actually talking about one of you (laughing). Well, you know how it 
is; pastors talk about members, and members talk about the pastors! Some of you 
were talking about the pastor before you even got here today (laughing)! 
 
And for a split second I came out of my body, it seemed like, and I turned and I 
looked at myself talking. And it was my spirit man; and I heard the words; and I 
looked just like I became two men. When I came out, I looked at myself and heard 
what I was saying. And so my spirit man arrested my physical man and said, 
“Didn’t you just say no more and no for?” And I caught myself and repented before 
God and bridled my tongue; restrained it; controlled it. 
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Now, Jesus said this. Jesus said, “Take heed to what you hear.” Now, we’ve always 
thought He was simply talking about what other folks were saying; when the 
preacher is preaching to you, when you’re hearing the word of prophecy or when 
you’re hearing the Bible or reading the Bible. Could it also mean He was saying, 
“Take heed to what you hear,” listen to the very words that are coming out of your 
own mouth? Stop and listen to what you are saying yourself? One translation says, 
‘Take note of what’s being said.” Take head; listen to yourself. And when you listen 
to yourself, ask yourself this question:  “What I am saying right now, is this what I 
want to come to pass in my life? What I am saying right now; is this what I want to 
come to pass in my life,”... because your future is in your tongue. Your future is in 
your tongue. And we take it so lightly, but the Bible says, “The power of life and 
death is in the power of the tongue.” 
 
The Psalmist said, “My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.” “My tongue is the pen 
of a ready writer.” I thought about it, you know? When FedEx or UPS brings you a 
package, you know you have to sign for it; you have to sign for those packages? I 
just received a package the other day; I had to sign before I could take the package. 
Well, you know, when the devil brings you packages, you sign for them by the word. 
Your tongue is the pen of a ready writer. You sign for it, and so when sickness hits 
your body and you say, “Boy, I am sick,” you just signed the devil’s package. You 
signed it and sealed it, and it is delivered. You are sick, because you’ve just called 
yourself sick. When God created the world, He didn’t step out and say, “It’s dark!” 
He didn’t say anything about darkness, did He? He came out of the dark saying, 
“Light!” 
 
Notice that when Jesus was on the boat in the storm, He didn’t wake up and say, 
“Whooee, it‘s a storm out here! It is raging!” Jesus said, ”Calm!” See, notice, the way 
God operated, the way Jesus operated, They always called what They desired; They 
didn’t call what was. Jesus said, “You will have what you say.” But we’ve been 
saying what we -- what? -- have; we have been saying what we have. And if you go 
back and study it, you’ll see:  “God said, God said”;, then it says, “God saw.” God 
said, then He saw; God said, then He saw; God said, then He saw. You’ve got to say 
it before you’ll ever see it. Say it before you ever see it. 
 
Praise God. Thank you all for tuning in today. And I want you to begin to tame your 
tongue. Tame your tongue, God bless you. Thank you for watching Brothers of the 
Word, because, Brother, you need the Word, amen! 
 
Praise God, I’m going to continue on this for a couple of weeks as we get into this 
new year; and this is what the Spirit of the Lord just laid on me about your words, 
your words, your words, your words, your words, your words, your words. Your 
words will change the very course and the direction of your life. Your words, it all 
begins with the words. What have you been saying? What have you been saying? 
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The Bible says, “Let the weak say, I am strong.” He didn’t say they were strong; He 
said, “Let the weak say I am strong.” Let the weak say, let the weak say that I’m 
strong, your words, your words. I began to see so much how important our words 
are in our lives; and what we have in life, what we experience in life, so much of it is 
because of our words. Because of our words, we are going to change the direction 
and the course of our life forever. So we’re going to spend a couple of weeks as we 
take off this new year dealing with our words, and that’s going to help to shape the 
very course and direction of our lives. Praise God. 
 
How many of you want to just say something right now? I think we ought to say 
something. Fellows, let’s just say something. Let’s say something. Let’s say 
something. Praise God. Let’s look at a little confession that I’ve always remembered, 
never forgot it, because it’s based on the Word of God and it’s a good confession; and 
it’s very simple. It says, “I am happy, I am healthy, I am wealthy and wise. I am 
happy, healthy, wealthy, and wise. I am happy, healthy, wealthy and wise; I am 
happy, healthy, wealthy and wise. Praise God, praise God! Praise God. 
 
Now, some of you felt something begin to change course just by saying that. You felt 
the course begin to change. See, you have to say it before you see it. Some of you 
may not be happy; you may be just as pitiful and sad as you want to be. But by your 
saying you are happy, that begins to change; that begins to change, so you have got 
say something. You’ve got to say what it is you desire in order to change. See, if you 
say “I’m sad,” there is no power in me saying I am sad to change the sadness. So 
when I’m sad, I’ve got to say I’m happy, because then power is released in the 
happiness that I speak to change the sadness. And it works like that in every area 
and every confession of your life. 
 
I am happy, I am healthy, I am wealthy and I am wise. Now, you might not have 
twenty cents in your pocket; but there’s something about your just saying you’re 
wealthy (laughing). I mean, it just struck a chord in you, “I’m wealthy! I’m happy, 
I’m healthy, I’m wealthy and I’m wise.” Now, this is from the Word of God; each one 
of those comes directly out of the Bible. The Bible says “Happy are the people whose 
God is the Lord.” “Happy are the people whose God is the Lord.” So we’re saying 
we’re happy based on Scripture: We ARE happy! Our God is the Lord! 
 
Praise God, I am not going to preach any more (laughing). I’m not going to preach, 
I’m going to kick it over to our pastors, and we’ll continue this over the next couple 
of weeks. 
 
I am Pastor C. Elijah Bronner, and you can hear this message again, “Taming the 
Tongue,” on TheOnLineWord.com. You can also hear the next two messages in this 
series and invite others to listen, as well, TheOnLineWord.com. You will learn how 
to tame the tongue and change your life and direction forever. 
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