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C. Elijah Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Thank God.  Glory to God.  Praise 

God.  God is good.  I don’t know if you know that.  And God is 

good.  He is good.  He is good.  All the time.  He is merciful and 

kind and full of love and compassion toward us.  And we (00:00:31) 

are here words that are being praised and we honor Him this day.   

 

 Open your Bibles up if you will over to the Book of Hebrews 

Chapter 11, and those of you who is joining us by television, John 

of Hebrews Chapter 11.  We appreciate you for tuning in today.  

Hebrews Chapter 11:4. Hebrews Chapter 11:4.  And let’s all read 

that verse together there in unison.  That’s Hebrews 11:4. Ready?  

Read. 

 

 “By faith, Abel offered onto God a more excellent sacrifice than 

Cain.”  So, you say, “Excellent.”  “By which he obtained witness 

that he was righteous.  God testifying of his gifts, and by it he 

being dead yet speaketh.”  Let’s read that once again.  Ready?  

Read.  “By faith Abel offered onto God a more excellent --” say, 

“Excellent.” “-- sacrifice than Cain by which he obtained witness 

that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and by it he 

being dead yet speaketh.”  Now, I just want to use of the subject, 

“Living a Life of Excellence.” Living a Life of Excellence.  Living 

a life of excellence. 

 

 2 Peter Chapter 1.  You don’t have to turn, but 2 Peter 1:5 says 

that, “We are to add to our faith virtue.”  And one of the definitions 

of virtue in the Greek is, “moral excellence”.  Moral excellence.  It 

says, “You are to add moral excellence to your faith.” 

 

And so, here in Hebrews Chapter 11, we read here that by faith, 

Abel offered onto God a more excellent, a more excellent and 2 

Peter 1:5 said, “We are to add to our faith, moral excellence.”  You 

have to add moral excellence to our faith.  And so, “Abel offered 

onto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain by which he 

obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of His 

gifts, and by it he being dead yet speaketh.” 

 

And I’ve read this for a number of years and I’ve always wonder 

why didn’t Cain offer a good offering like Abel did.  Why didn’t 

Cain -- All he had to do was just copy his brother.  His brother 

brought a nice offer.  Why didn’t he just bring a nice offering?  But 

you know, I was reading this recently and I began to realize in 

this situation between God, Abel, and Cain, God was dealing with 
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more than a sacrifice.  In fact, I would almost venture to say it 

wasn’t about a sacrifice at all.  It wasn’t about a sacrifice at all.  

Actually, these sacrifices are emblematic of our lives.  

Emblematic of our lives.  Romans 12:1 says that we should offer 

or present our bodies or ourselves or our lives as a living sacrifice. 

 

00:05:03 

 

Notice that.  A living sacrifice.  So, I realize God wasn’t concerned 

about a dead sacrifice.  God was interested in the living sacrifice.  

And so, we see God jumping on Cain’s case just because he 

brought fruit from the ground, and so many people have said, 

“Well, because he didn’t bring an animal that’s why God got mad 

and disowned him.”  No, that’s not why.  It didn’t make sense to 

me, and something on the inside, the dead didn’t make sense.   

 

Cain was a farmer and he brought his fruit.  Abel was a shepherd 

and he brought in his cattle.  And so, what was the big deal?  It 

wasn’t the sacrifice that God had a problem with.  It was Cain’s 

life.  It was Cain’s life that God had a problem with.  It wasn’t the 

sacrifice at all.  It was his life.  God wasn’t pleased with Cain’s 

life.  It wasn’t sacrifice, and in fact, the gift he brought looked 

pretty. 

 

But how long have you known that God doesn’t just look at the 

offering you bring to church.  God is looking at how you are living 

during the week.  And I don’t care what size you’re offering.  You 

can bring all the mud in the biggest shack, you become then and 

talking about I’m sowing.  I’m sowing from the hundred full 

return and I’m going to sow it to the Kingdom of God, and I’m 

going to tithe, and I’m going to honor God.  God is not looking at 

your gift.  God is looking at your life.  He’s looking at your life.   

 

And so, if your life doesn’t match up with your gifts, you might as 

well keep the gift.  You might as well keep the gift.  That’s what 

happened to Cain.  Cain had to bring a beautiful gift but his life 

didn’t match the gift, and here’s the difference with Abel.  The 

Bible says, “He brought a more excellent sacrifice,” which means, 

Abel lived a life that was excellent.  Abel lived a life full of 

excellence for God.  And because his life, because he lived a life of 

excellence, it made his offering excellent as well, and that’s why 

received and accept it.  Both of them. 
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And here’s something interesting.  Notice it says, “Abel, even 

being dead yet speaketh.”  What is Abel telling us today?  He’s 

dead but yet he is yet speaking.  God wants us to live a life of 

excellence.  He wants us to live a life of excellence.  That’s what 

Abel’s life is declaring through the ages.  This was known over 

6,000 years of coming and gone, and Abel’s life is filled 

declarings(ph) of the world that God is interested in how you live.  

God is interested in you having moral excellence.  God is 

interested in how you treat one another and how you live your 

daily life.  God is not merely interested in religious form and 

fashion.  God could give a (00:08:39) about how you carry on in 

church.  Everybody is religious in church.  Everybody has a 

wonderful -- they can sacrifice to church. 

 

I mean, when you see people in church and that’s why everybody 

has a halo over their head.  Everybody is the same in church.  

Folk, I want to let you know, you cannot judge people in how they 

look in church.  I’ve learned that the hard way.  I was serving 

under a pastor once and I had a friend in the ministry at the 

church with me.  And I had observed my friend at church.  He was 

there all the time.  He served faithfully.  He kisses his wife and 

showed her affection during church and walk her to the car and 

open the door.  He was looking like the picture of the friend and I 

went to the pastor and I said, “I want to recommend brother so 

and so to be a deacon here.  He is the most upright I’ve ever seen.”  

I found out later that he was abusing his wife, cheating on his 

wife, and then he would get home at 5 o’clock in the morning on 

Saturday night and tell his wife, “I got to get ready to go to church.  

I got to be there on time this early.”  And here he was, bringing 

an excellent sacrifice to church.  It looks beautiful.  It looks 

beautiful.  He had me fooled and he had everyone else fooled, 

looked beautiful. 

 

00:10:04 

 

But God looked behind the sacrifice.  And so, God sees the light.  

And all it took me the longest to see that, and now I understand 

what was wrong with Cain.  That’s why Cain killed Abel.  That 

murderer spirit didn’t just show up.  It was in Cain’s heart all 

along.  God knew it was there.  And God tried to talk to Cain about 

changing his life.  God said, “Cain, look.  If you don’t do well.  I’ll 

accept your sacrifice.  There’s nothing wrong with your sacrifice.”  

He was trying to tell that there’s nothing wrong with your 

sacrifices, it’s the way you’re living that I’m having a problem 
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with.  Cain can’t understand why God wouldn’t accept his 

sacrifice and God would say, “No, the (00:10:51) person.  You’ve 

got it right and live good.  But you ain’t living right and you’re 

bragging your offering time to entrust for me.  And I want you to 

live right.”  That’s why Jesus said in the Book of Matthew, Jesus 

said, “And if you got anything and all against your brother, leave 

your offering on the altar.” 

 

Notice God don’t even want it.  God doesn’t even want it.  Now 

preachers, -- (00:11:20) they want to offer.  The preachers want the 

offering.  In fact, (00:11:27) right there because, most often, they 

can’t afford the church budget.  The church budget needs your 

offering.  And so, most pastors will need your offers, so most 

pastors will not going to you to hold your offering, until you get 

your life straight, they don’t say, “Bring them all in.  We don’t 

care how you live as long as you’re tithing, as long as you’re 

tithing.”  But folks that is not it.  That is not it.  That is not it.   

 

When did we start holding the offering until folks got their lives 

right?  When did we start holding the offering?  When did we start 

holding the offering?  That’s what Jesus said.  He said, “Lay your 

offering in the altar.  Leave it.”  He said, “Leave it right there, and 

offers them yet.”  Because Jesus was looking deeper than the 

offering that was laying on the altar.  Jesus was looking in the 

person’s life and they had a problem with their brother.  He said, 

“Go get straight with your brother then come back and present 

your offering.” 

 

Cain had the same problem with his brother and God knew it.  He 

said, “You got a problem with Abel.”  And that’s why when he 

killed Abel, it didn’t just spur up, he didn’t deal with that all 

along.  God knew it and that’s why God wouldn’t receive his 

offering.  God has said, “Your heart isn’t right.  Your spirit isn’t 

right.”  Looks fine on the outside but on the inside, something’s 

wrong.  It’s not right. 

 

And so, the offering of sacrifice comes from the way we live.  And 

so, that’s why I understand now the 2 Peter 1:5 says, “Add to your 

faith.  Add to your faith moral excellence.”  Add moral excellence 

to your faith.  Live a life of excellence before God.  Live a life of 

excellence before God.  And I assure you that if Abel were here 

right now, in this day and this time, and Abel could only one 

sentence to us.  I’m almost assured what Abel would say to us is, 
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“Live a life of excellence.”  Live a life of excellence before God.  

Live a life of excellence before God.  Live a life of excellence. 

 

So, God is interested in how we live.  He is interested in how we 

live.  Man, I’d say, I had read that story for so many years and I 

thought it was just a physical offering then.  I never understood 

why God didn’t accept this fruit because he was a farmer.  He was 

supposed to bring the tithes of his fruit, he was the farmer.  And 

later on in the Jewish laws, they broke the first fruits of the 

providence.  So, what Cain did was correct, but it was his life.  It 

was his life not the offering.  We had to present ourselves of the 

living sacrifice before God.  Are you living a life of excellence?  Are 

you living a life of excellence before God?  Are you living a life of 

excellence?  Over the Book of Isaiah, you don’t have to turn there, 

but in the Book of Isaiah, the people were – they have become 

professional offering givers.  

 

00:15:00 

 

I mean they knew how to fix it up and they paraded it in.  I mean 

it was beautiful, perfect.  And they think God at such a point, they 

we’re giving offerings in abundance.  They just love to do it and 

finally God said, “I don’t want all these offerings.”  He said, “I 

don’t want them.”  He said, “I want you all to live right.”  They 

felt like they could just see him and then just don’t bring an 

offering.  And they will see me so much, they have about a 

multitude of offerings.  They say, “(00:15:37) offering, and they 

thought they were doing good, they just have to place (00:15:42)  

an offering.  God said, “You are all missing the point.  It’s not the 

offerings I want.  I want you all to stop screaming.  I want you to 

live a life of excellence before me, a lot pleasing before me.”  Living 

a life of excellence.  Add to your faith moral excellence.  Moral 

excellence. 

 

Abel, he lived a life of excellence before God and it showed, not 

just in the sacrifice he presented but in the living sacrifice of his 

life, living a life of excellence.  And I begin to see that, that’s what 

Abel would say to us today.  Live a life of excellence.  Live a life of 

excellence before God. 

 

Excellence means the highest or the finest quality.  Live the 

highest or the finest quality of life before God.  There’s moral 

excellence.  Over the Book of Daniel Chapter 5.  You don’t have to 

turn there.  Daniel Chapter 5.  It was very interesting there.  
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Daniel was in captivity under the Babylonians.  He was in 

Babylonian captivity.  He was serving there and when they 

needed someone to step up before the king, because the king 

needed help with an issue, and one day needed somebody to step 

up.  You know what they said?  They said, “There is one in whom 

there’s an excellent spirit.  There is one – in other words, he had 

a life of excellence.  And they said, “Go get him.  Go get Daniel.”  

And they brought Daniel before the king.  Here is in captivity but 

he was being promoted because the first thing they said, “There 

is one who has a spirit of excellence.  He lived a life of excellence.”   

 

Cain represented a life of compromise.  Abel represented a life of 

excellence.  And you know, Daniel refused to compromise his God.  

He refused to compromise than to fit in with society there in 

Babylon and the godless society.  He refused to compromise his 

godly life and they referred to him, even the world, Babylonian 

world said, “There is a man.  There is a man with an excellent 

spirit.”  And they brought him before the king and he was 

promoted.  And God was able to use him because he lived a life of 

excellence, because he lived a life of excellence. 

 

Folks, I want you to know something.  The most powerful witness 

that we are supposed to have to the world, is our lives.  Not so 

much of what we say but how we live especially the world.  I’m 

going to be honest with you.  The world is not interested in our 

spiritual calisthenics.  They’re not interested in you raising your 

hands.  They’re not interested in hearing you speaking tongues 

and roll on the floor.  They’re not interested in seeing your hands 

laid on and/or being poured in anointing.  They’re not interested 

in singing and falling out in the Holy Ghost.  The world didn’t 

understand that.  They don’t pay an attention to the foolishness 

of them.  But what they do understand and what they will respect 

and what will witness of them, is when we live life above reproach 

before them.  Character, integrity, honor, honesty.  When we keep 

our words?  When we fulfill our promises?  When we pay our bills?  

When we keep our marriages together and our families together?  

How we get or when we do an outstanding job at work? 

 

00:19:59 

 

 That’s why the Bible says, “Do your work as unto the Lord.”  What 

was He talking about, a classy job?  No, he was telling to do an 

excellent job like he’s doing it before God because you are.  I hate 

to say this but Pastor Nathaniel has said, when anybody as 
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somebody comes to interview for a job and they’re doing a whole 

lot of Jesus, talking, praising. 

 

 He doesn’t really want to having to fool with them and it’s a bad 

thing because we have given this image a bad witness really.  It’s 

what -- we have same, this I what Gandhi said, “It’s the world 

that could see the Christ of Christians instead of the Christians 

of Christ, they would receive them.” 

 

 But the world’s been turned off from Christ because they’ve seen 

us.  See, when the world sees you, they think Christ is just like 

you instead of the other way around.  Instead of them seeing 

Christ first, and then they’re seeing you like Christ, they see you.  

The Apostle Paul, he said you are the letters that I have written, 

your lives are letters.  They see you and because they see you and 

identify Christ with you, they don’t want anything to do with 

Jesus. 

 

 So, our witness before the world is not speaking in tongues, not 

sharing the scripture, not sharing the testimony, not introducing 

somebody to Jesus.  Our greatest witness to the world is 

character, integrity, honesty, keeping our word, fulfilling our 

promises, paying our bills.  Let me tell you something, it’s not 

about the pastor (00:22:05). 

 

 I had a good friend of mine, and he has a rental property and he 

was (00:22:14) to a preacher or pastor.  He called me up, he said, 

“Man,” -- he said, “I should have listened to Pastor Nathaniel.  He 

said that preacher won’t pay his rent, he won’t return my phone 

calls.  And then so -- he said, “To make it so bad, we had to evict 

him.”  And he said when we evicted him, he had torn the house 

up, and he was a pastor of a church. 

 

 That’s why Bates don’t like to fool with preachers and Christians 

and that’s what the world don’t like to fool with us because we 

give ourselves a bad witness.  And if Abel stood here where I’m 

standing today, Abel would say, “Live a life of excellence before 

God.”  Live a life -- and here something so powerful the Bible said, 

Abel being dead, yet speaking because he lives such an excellent 

life, that his life of excellence speaks volumes.  And God says to 

us, “Live a life of excellence.”  Live a life of excellence.  Live a life 

of excellence.  Live a life of excellence. 
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 The Bible said, “We’re the start of the world, light up the world.  

We missed that.  Our witness is not the excellence that the world 

will see from our lives.”  Here’s something, Ephesians 4-30 says.  

Ephesians 4:30 says this, “Don’t cause the Holy Spirit sorrow by 

the way you live.”  Don’t cause the Holy Spirit sorrow.  That’s 

what grieved the Holy Spirit, we misconstrued that.  We felt that 

you quenched the Holy Spirit when you did something(ph) by the 

order in church. 

 

 No, what really grieved the Holy Spirit is when you live a life 

below excellence before the world.  You realize that we’re God’s 

demonstration to the world.  He wants to reach the world.  He 

wants to reach the world.  We confined it to the church, and so we 

live excellently in the church. 

 

00:25:02 

 

 And then we’re going out to live like the devil.  And here is God 

saying, I planted you in the world, not in the Church, I’m planting 

you in the world so you need to excellent -- you can live excellent 

before the world, before the world.  Pastor Nathaniel myself and 

brothers Zane(ph), we were talking to Pastor Dale one day at 

dinner, and he said that he went to a jewelry store to pick up a 

ring that he had ordered when he became a bishop, he had to get 

the bishop’s ring. 

 

 He said the gentleman who owned the jewelry store was a farmer.  

And he said when he came in and get his ring, he said, “Do you 

know a minister by the name of such and such?”  And my brother 

said “Yes, I do.”  He said that man has no character.  He said he 

did business with me and he didn’t keep his word.  And here is a 

man who a farmer, didn’t know God, one of Christian and yet he 

was doing business with a pastor, and now he was angry at our 

God and that Christians because this pastor who had an 

opportunity to represent Christ, just not doing honest business, 

keeping his word, paying the man. 

 

 This man, sick of thinking of my brother, he said, “That man has 

a bad character.  Bad character.  He ruckus, he didn’t say 

anything about his word with Jesus.”  He said again, “Bad 

character.” 

 

 You know, it would have been something that we could take these 

words we use in church like hallelujah, glory to God.  You take 
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them out in the world and then they become actions in or lives.  

Not just -- could you say believe in church, but wouldn’t it be 

something if hallelujah meant paying your bills on time?  Glory 

to God meant keeping your word. 

 

 If (00:26:59) that meant paying your rent on time.  Wouldn’t that 

be something?  See, our praise changes, our praise changes when 

we relate it to the world.  They don’t understand our lingo.  They 

don’t understand this shaking.  My brother James (00:27:19) 

powerful anointing.  They don’t understand that.  I talked to man 

and saw him shaking.  He said “Was your brother nervous?”  He 

doesn’t understand the anointing that he was shaking.   But what 

he will understand, if he enters a contract with this man and this 

man keeps his word.  That’s living a life of excellence.  That’s 

living a life of excellence. 

 

 We got to figure out a way to take -- we got to take where we have 

in here, translate it into our lives and live it so powerfully before 

the world that people will want our Jesus, they want to reborn 

again because of the testimony of our lives.  “Though Abel be dead, 

yet he speaks.  Live a life of excellence.  Live a life of excellence.  

Praise God. 

 

 Thank you for watching Brothers of the Word, because brother, 

you need the word. 

 

00:28:32 


