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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word! Amen, amen, amen. Praise God. 
 
Open your Bibles, if you will today, to the Book of Proverbs, Chapter 20, Verse 7. 
Proverbs, Chapter 20, Verse 7, let’s read that together in unison:  “The just man 
walketh in his integrity; his children are blessed after him.”  What does the just 
man walk in? His integrity. I just want to use that one word as our subject today, 
“Integrity.” “The just man walketh in his integrity; his children are blessed after 
him.”  Integrity not only pleases God and blesses our lives, but it also blesses the 
lives of our children. Integrity. 
 
Integrity is something that we vitally need today to get back to. It’s a simple thing, 
but yet sometimes it’s a very difficult thing that we all struggle with sometimes. 
And so I find in today’s times that as a whole, the people of God really struggle in 
our representation of integrity to the world. The word ”integrity”, if you define it, it 
means “honor”; means “honesty”; means, “trustworthy”; it means “whole”. Repeat 
that after me:  honesty, honor, trustworthy and whole, or wholeness, that’s what 
“integrity” means, “honesty, honor, trustworthy and wholeness, whole.“ In fact, the 
word is really summed up in that last one; it really means whole, being whole. 
When something is not whole, it has lost its integrity. And when we present our 
lives one way in public and another way in private, we have separated our lives into 
two parts and we’re no longer whole, meaning that we’ve lost our integrity. 
 
This is not the first podium that we’ve had in this ministry, we’ve had a couple of 
podiums; and the reason that we’re not using those podiums is because they 
separated and became two parts. This top part became loose and it became 
separated from the base of the podium, and we couldn’t use it because it became two 
parts, and we couldn’t use it because it lost its integrity. It could no longer support 
us; we could no longer stand here; we could no longer put anything on it, because it 
lost its integrity, it was no longer whole! It was broken into two parts. And so when 
something loses its integrity, it can’t stand. 
 
God can’t use our lives the way He wants to use them when we are divided into 
parts and we’ve lost our integrity. So when you’re one way at church and you 
present a public view and then you’re another way privately, you’ve lost your 
integrity. 
 
Sometimes we see public figures, and publicly they are announcing and standing for 
family values, and privately they are cheating on their own wives. And, see, they 
presented one part publicly and another part privately, they’ve been broken, divided 
into two parts; they are no longer whole; they no longer have integrity; and they will 
not be able to stand and be useful, as they could be if they were whole, if they were 
one, if they had integrity. And that’s the way our lives are: when we lose our 
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integrity, we lose our wholeness and we become divided and schizophrenic and 
we’re parted, and God can’t use us like He wants to use us. 
 
Now, Mr. Ferguson took one of our podiums that had broken into two parts, and he 
put it back together, and now it’s able to be used -- in fact, we are using it 
downstairs. He took something that had no integrity, and he put the parts back 
together, and now it’s sound, now it’s whole, and now it is useful again. So in our 
lives when we’ve broken ourselves, when we’ve gotten into uncompromising 
situations and when we’ve done things we knew weren’t right and we’ve broken 
ourselves and then we’re living a lie, thank God we can put back together. Thank 
God we can be made whole again. Hallelujah (laughing)! Thank God. Thank God, 
thank God for the Superglue that can glue us back together when we’ve gotten 
ourselves divided. Praise God. Praise God, thank God for His Grace that can restore 
our integrity; that can restore our integrity. 
 
Speaking in terms of the Body of Christ, I remember Pastor Nathaniel made this 
comment about the police chief. Locally, the police chief said that if he could just get 
church people to stop buying stolen merchandise, he could cut the theft rate in half 
(laughing). He said if he could just get the church people, he could just get the 
church people to stop buying stolen merchandise; he could cut the crime rate in half. 
So I find here that integrity not only blesses our lives, not only pleases God and 
blesses our children, but integrity becomes a very powerful witness to the world for 
Christ. Integrity become a powerful witness to the world for Christ, and so often, we 
have really not done Christ service by our lack of integrity towards the world. And 
so that’s why church people are known for not paying their bills on time. They are 
known for not keeping their word, not honoring their commitments. They are 
known for not doing a good job, not being good workers. 
 
Now, here’s something else Pastor Nathaniel said. I didn’t say, this is something 
that he said (laughing). He said he doesn’t rent to three groups of people:  he doesn’t 
rent to preachers, number one; he doesn’t rent to artists, number two, and he 
doesn’t rent to friends, number three. Isn’t that an awful indictment against 
preachers (laughing)? Well, why is that? Actually, he didn’t come up with that. One 
of his property managers or someone he was dealing with in real estate, that’s what 
they told him from experience, “If you want your rent, don’t rent to three types of 
people:  don’t rent to preachers (laughing), don’t rent to artists and don’t rent to 
friends.” Isn’t that an indictment? Because of the lack of integrity, that’s what he 
was really saying; preachers don’t have integrity. 
 
Now, if preachers don’t have integrity, preachers are the tip of iceberg, All of you 
are at iceberg (laughing). All of you didn’t get that (laughing). Preachers are just the 
tip of the iceberg; you all are at iceberg! So if preachers don’t have an integrity, 
where in the world does that leave you (laughing)? 
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And so we’ve had such a bad representation, a bad light, a bad witness to the world, 
and that is where the Lord began leading; He began showing me that integrity not 
only pleases Him, not only blesses our lives, causes us to be whole and intact and 
blesses our children; but integrity allows us to have a powerful witness, a powerful 
witness, a powerful witness in the world for Christ. When we walk in integrity, we 
have a witness, a powerful witness for the world. And I’ll tell you something about 
integrity. When you find yourself dividing in parts -- and people diffuse edema-
compartmentalize their lives and break their lives into these parts because of a lack 
of integrity; and they think that they can have a lack of integrity in one area and it 
won’t effect the integrity in another area, but that’s not true. 
 
I think it was Ross Perot that said he didn’t hire anybody in management positions 
if he finds that they are unfaithful to their wives, because he said if their wives 
can’t trust them to be faithful, he knows he can’t trust them to be faithful to him 
and to his company. And so some people would say, “No, I am unfaithful to my wife; 
but I will be faithful in other areas.” No, it doesn’t work that way. If integrity leaks 
in to any compartment of your life, it won’t be long before it starts spreading to the 
other compartments of your life and your whole life will go down. 
 
The reason they thought the Titanic was unsinkable is because in the hull of the 
ship, there were great walls that separated the compartments; and so their thinking 
was that if there was a breach in one compartment were water got in, the wall 
would contain it. If it couldn’t get over the higher wall, therefore, the ship would be 
unsinkable! But what they didn’t know was, that iceberg cut through many 
compartments, and that water went over the walls, and so what they thought would 
be isolated in one compartment ended up spreading through the whole ship and the 
whole ship went down! So any time integrity gets a foothold in our lives, it won’t be 
long, it won’t be long, because we will say, “Well, I just cheat on my income taxes. 
Uncle Sam is taking too much anyway. This won’t bother anything else. I’ll walk 
honorably in all my other areas in life.” No, you are letting water into one of your 
compartments! And it won’t be long before that water seeps into the other 
compartments of your life, and your whole life will drown… because of a lack of 
integrity. 
 
So we have to be on guard. We have to be vigilant against that lack, because it 
comes at all of us. I don’t care how spiritual you are, it comes in everybody! We are 
all tested, we are all tested! Every day, we are faced with choices! We’re faced with 
choices on whether we’re going to walk in honesty, honor, trustworthiness and 
wholeness. Am I going to walk in integrity, or am I going to take the easy way out 
and do what’s convenient? Nobody’s looking, nobody saw me; nobody will ever 
know.” So we are all tempted. We are all tempted, especially in areas of money. 
When money comes into play, it makes all of our discernment and judgment fuzzy. I 
mean, when you stand to gain, you will go to explaining all different kinds of ways 
as to why it’s right if you’ve got something to gain. Now, see, if you have nothing to 
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gain, oh, you can stand by the book. It doesn’t phase you a bit -- “yeah, let’s do 
what’s right!” -- because you aren’t gaining from it (laughing)! But the moment you 
have some investments and you have something at stake, it clouds your judgment. 
But, I’ll tell you, if you’ll be willing to even lose a little for integrity’s sake, God will 
make it up to you by giving you much. Trust me. Trust me! If you are willing to lose 
it for integrity’s sake, if you're willing to say, “It sounds good and looks good, but it’s 
not right and I don’t want to be part of it,” if you are willing to stand for integrity’s 
sake, what you thought you might have been losing, God will make it up to you! God 
will make it up to you! God will make it up to you. 
 
When you choose honor, when you choose honesty, when you choose integrity, when 
you are trustworthy and when you choose to allow your life to be whole, here is 
something I found out. I should have known it, but I found it out (laughing). The 
same Spirit, the same Spirit of God that gives you power, the same Spirit of God 
that allows you to operate with spiritual gifts, the same Spirit of God that allows 
you to speak in tongues and to prophesy and to sing and to preach, the same Spirit 
of God that allows you to operate in spiritual gifts, word of knowledge, word of 
wisdom and all of these other spiritual gifts working of miracles, working of healing, 
the same Spirit that empowers our church services and empowers our worship 
expense, the same Spirit, the same Spirit, the same Spirit that operates in the gifts 
and in the power is the same Spirit that’s on the inside of you that is trying to 
develop integrity. Man, it took me a while; but I saw it, I saw it. God showed it to 
me. He says it’s the same Spirit. He says people have no problems developing the 
spiritual gifts -- oh, being spiritual, prophesying and speaking in tongues and, I 
mean, preacher with revelations, laying hands on the sick, jumping up rejoicing -- 
oh, we operate wonderfully in spiritual gifts. But the Holy Spirit says, “It’s the same 
Spirit.” See, we put the Holy Spirit into one compartment. You just give us the 
power and the gifts; that is all we want from You. Huh-huh. The same Spirit that 
gives you the power and the gifts is the same Spirit working in you, telling you to do 
what’s right; telling you to walk in honesty, telling you to walk in character, telling 
you to be trustworthy, telling you to walk in honor. See, we don’t jerk on that, do we 
(laughing)? We don’t jerk on that (laughing)! That doesn’t get a *17:21 Hallah 
Mezunda” out of us. That doesn’t get a “Hallah Mezunda” out of us when God is 
telling you to do what’s right. It’s the same Spirit that will cause you to do 
cartwheels up and down the aisle; same Spirit that causes you to seek out 
prophesies and to hear prophesies; the same Spirit that causes diseases to vanish 
from the body. The same Spirit that works miracles and wonders among us is the 
same Spirit that tells you to do what’s right. Same Spirit, same Spirit; same Spirit. 
And so we’ve gotten caught up in the miraculous, showing the gifts and the power of 
the Spirit in the church, we’ve gotten caught up in that; but where we have lacked 
is manifesting the character of the Spirit to the world. 
 
So we manifest the power of the Spirit; but God says, “Now, I want you to manifest 
the character of the Spirit to the world.“ See, we manifest the power in church? But 
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God says, “Now, what is going to win the world is going to be My Character.” The 
world doesn’t understand your trembling; they don’t understand your shaking; they 
don’t understand your falling down in the aisles; they don’t understand our 
anointing oil; they don’t understand hands being laid on and trembling lips; they 
don’t understand demons coming out -- they don’t understand all that stuff. Oh, but 
they do understand when you pay your rent on time. Oh, they understand that. You 
want to talk to your landlord about Jesus? Pay your rent early, he’ll listen 
(laughing). Give him a little tip on top of it. He will listen! Keep your word, honor 
your commitments. Walk in honesty. 
 
See, God wants us to manifest the character -- not the power, manifest the 
character of the Spirit to the world. The character, manifest the character. Manifest 
the character of the Spirit to the world. That’s why the world hasn’t wanted to fool 
with us, because by seeing us, the world thinks that Christ is the way we are. That’s 
why they don’t want to fool with Christ. They see us scheming and they see us being 
dishonest, can’t trust us, and they think Christ is that way. So that’s why it’s so 
powerful that the Holy Spirit wants us to manifest His real character. “Show them 
that I am honest. Show them that I am honorable. Show them that I am 
trustworthy. Show them that your life is whole. That’s integrity. Show them your 
life is whole. It becomes a powerful witness, a powerful witness to the world. 
 
Acts Chapter 1, Verse 8, I’m not going to read it; I don’t think I can quote it, either, 
but I’m going to give you the gist of what it says. This was Jesus speaking after He 
was raised from the dead in the Book of Acts, Chapter 1, Verse 8, and He said, “You 
are going to receive power, after which the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” And He 
says, “You are going to be my witnesses, to Jerusalem and Samaria and Judaea, to 
uttermost parts of the world.” And now, I have a little different meaning of that, 
because we’ve all thought we were to go witnessing. He didn’t say you were going to 
go witnessing after the Holy Ghost comes on you; He said you were going to be 
witnesses. Your life is a witness. See, we have mistaken witnessing as showing up 
at church to get some pamphlets and some facts so we can go out in the 
neighborhood and knock on the doors and pass them out. That’s the extent of our 
thinking of witnessing. 
 
No, the Bible says you are witnesses. When you get up, put your clothes on and you 
go to work every day, you are not just going to work; you are a witness. You are 
hired as a witness. Your employment, you are a witness. God has you in the Earth 
at this time as a witness… as a witness. Well, what are you witnessing? Well, I’m 
witnessing the very character of Christ. I'm witnessing the character of Christ. And 
so we are witnesses. We are witnesses. 
 
Now, I had always thought about witnessing as -- don’t get me wrong -- we are 
supposed to do the other witnessing when you go out with facts and invite people to 
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Christ; but I also believe that He was talking about the other witness, too: 
manifesting His character, manifesting His character. 
 
Now, I looked at three different lives that Jesus came into contact with and He 
encountered, and I saw some different results where witnessing is concerned. Now, 
this is when Jesus went, and I saw him heal a leper; and the leper went out  
witnessing. He went out witnessing. And the Bible says he published it much 
abroad. He just told everybody, went everywhere and told everybody that Jesus had 
healed him of leprosy. 
 
I saw Jesus deal with a Samaritan woman. He told her everything she had ever 
done. She took off and went to witnessing: “Come see a Man! Come see a Man that 
has told me everything I’ve ever done! Come see a Man! Come see a Man!” So she 
was witnessing about the Prophetic, the leper was witnessing about the Healer; but 
then I saw Jesus come to a man named Zacchaeus. Jesus went to his house, and I 
believe Jesus was showing us something. After Zacchaeus encountered Jesus, he 
also became a witness; but his witness was different! He didn’t go out into the town 
and publish it abroad! He didn’t go out and say, “Come see a Man!” This is what he 
did: He stood up, and he said, “Jesus, from this day forward, I’m going to live in 
honesty, honor and integrity!” And he became a witness. He never opened his 
mouth. Somebody said, ”Preach the Gospel wherever you go; use words if you have 
to.” And Jesus used Zacchaeus as an example of a witness of His character. 
Zacchaeus didn’t publish it abroad; he simply began living in integrity, and the 
Bible says Zacchaeus said, “I’m going to restore fourfold to everybody I have ever 
cheated.” See, that’s honor;  character came into his life; integrity came into his life. 
And the Bible doesn’t say this, but this was what I received:  Zacchaeus began 
winning people to Christ because of his character, when people saw his honesty and 
his integrity and his trustworthiness. Amen, Amen! 
 
Now, don’t forget what I said: “Halleluiah” means paying our bills on time 
(laughing). Glory to God, “glory to God” means keeping our word. See we’re going to 
translate all this religious jargon into something the world can understand. We 
want to translate it into something they can understand. So “praise God” means 
dealing justly in our business dealings, keeping our commitments, being there when 
we say we’re going to be there, doing the job we say we’re going to do. That’s 
integrity. That’s integrity. It makes you whole, it makes you whole. It makes you 
whole. You will come into wholeness. This is what the Holy Spirit is saying right 
now:  you walk in integrity, your life will come into wholeness; you are in fragments, 
if your life is fragmented, if you walk in integrity , it will bring you into wholeness; 
it will bring you into wholeness. It will bring you into wholeness. Praise God, praise 
God. 
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So I can just simply say, ”Go and be whole.” Go and be whole. Means something 
different now, doesn’t it? Go and be whole. Go and be whole. Go and be whole in 
your integrity. 
 
I am out of time. Praise God. Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word! 


