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C. Elijah Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word.  Amen, amen, amen.  Praise God. 

 

 I want to know today, do you have any flaws in your life?  Any 

weaknesses in your life?  You feel like there are areas in your lifer 

where you have been shortchanged?  Feel like you’ve disappointed 

God?  You feel like you haven’t measured up?  Feel like God could 

maybe never even used you?  Well, I have good news for you today.  

Stay tuned in with us, I have some good news I want to share with 

you.  Open your Bibles up to the Book of 2 Corinthians Chapter 

12, and I’d like to read Verses 7 through 10.  We can all read those 

verses in unison, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.  When you get there say 

amen. 

 

 Let us all read together in unison.  Ready, read.  “And lest I should 

be exhausted above measure, through the abundance of the 

revelations that was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 

messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 

measure.  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 

depart from me.  And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 

thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 

therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me.  Therefore, I take pleasure in infirmities 

and reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 

Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”  Say that 

last part again with me.  For when I am weak, then am I strong. 

 

 I just want to use as a subject, Weak but Strong.  Weak but 

Strong.  I like something here in The Living Bible that says this 

in Verse 9, where it talks about -- in the King James Version, it 

says, “For when I am weak, then am I strong.”  Verse 9 talks about 

how God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness.  The Living 

Bible says this.  It says, “My power shows up best in weak people.”  

My power shows up best in weak people.  Now, I’m beginning to 

see here God loves to use weak people.  God loves to use people 

who have flaws, people who don’t have it all together.  People who 

are imperfect.  Anybody classify so as to fit into that group of 

people? 

 

 I was glad to hear that because I’m a candidate.  I realized I’m a 

candidate to be used of God because I am.  Well, this is for your 

information for those like who didn’t know it.  I’m not perfect.  I’m 

not.  I really am, I’m telling you the truth.  I am not perfect.  I 
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know it may appear that way sometimes.  But ask my wife, she’ll 

tell you, I’m not perfect.  She has to live with me.  You all only get 

to see me at church, and at church I do look perfect, I must admit.  

But you don’t have to go home with me.  You don’t have to deal 

with me in the morning.  You don’t have to deal with me when I 

don’t want to take out the trash.  You don’t have to deal with that 

side of me when I woke up on the wrong side of the bed.  You don’t 

have to deal with that, but I am not perfect. 

 

 I got another news flash for you.  Pastor Nathaniel isn’t perfect 

either.  In fact, he’s a long way from it.  And I mean, he throws in 

the prophetic manner, and you all see him going through the 

congregation to lend ear to those people, telling him things about 

their lives.  Power of God is all over him.  He still isn’t perfect. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 He’s got problems.  He has issues.  Ask his wife, she’ll let you 

know.  He has some major issues.  I got one last news flash for 

you.  (00:05:12) isn’t perfect.  He’s a long way from it.  Now, if you 

don’t believe me, ask his wife.  She’s right here, she’ll testify.  

That’s her sweetie, but he isn’t perfect.  Praise God.  Isn’t it 

wonderful to know that we’re all qualified to be used by God?  

Because none of us are perfect.  We’re all imperfect, flawed, 

messed up human beings, that we can be used and inhabited by 

the power of God.  And the reason God does this, He does this so 

that the excellency of the power may be of Him, and not of us.  

Because see, if I was perfect, if I was perfect, the power would be 

of me.  If I was perfect, if Pastor Nathaniel, if he was perfect, that 

prophetic gift, that could be coming from him.  If Minister James 

were perfect than in learning that he shapes with, that could be 

something that’s being derived out of his own spirit.  But bless 

God, none of us are perfect, and the power is all God’s.  It’s God’s!  

God’s the reason!  God is the reason. 

 

 And so, as you search the scriptures, you’ll find that God chose 

ordinary people to do extraordinary things.  In fact, He said, I 

haven’t chosen the mighty.  I haven’t chosen the strong.  I’ve 

chosen the base, the weak.  I’ve chosen the foolish to confound 

those that are strong.  And so, God chooses, and He loves to use 

weak people.  Because the reason He does that, He does it 

because, see, God not only -- what most people think that God only 

uses our strengths, and He only wants us to use out strengths. 
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 Well, you see, the reason that God didn’t primarily work through 

your strengths is people will see your strengths, and they’ll say, 

“That’s good that they’re able to do that.”  But I could never do 

that.  But see, when God does something through our weakness, 

and people see the flaws, people see the mistakes, people see the 

sin, they see the handicap, and they say, “Now, if God was able to 

do that through them, there is hope for me.  He can use me too.  

God can do it for me.” And so, God chose people throughout 

scripture that were ordinary, but He did extraordinary things 

through their lives.  He took -- you notice what God did.  He took 

weakness of the people and he transformed them and added His 

strength to them. 

 

 And so, He took people like Moses.  Moses’ weakness was his 

temper.  Moses would lose his temper.  He lost his temper and 

killed an Egyptian.  He lost his temper and he broke the Ten 

Commandments off of the mountain.  He lost his temper and he 

beat the rock, when God only told him to speak to it.  And so, he 

had a problem.  His weakness was his temper.  But when God 

transformed him, Moses, the Bible says, was the meekest man in 

all the earth.  See, God took his weakness and transformed it into 

his strength.   

 

 And God did this, He did it with Gideon.  Gideon had a problem 

with self-esteem.  He had low self-esteem.  And a lot of you all 

have low self-esteem.  But God took His transcendent glory, and 

put it upon Gideon’s low self-esteem.  That was his weakness, and 

God transformed him into a mighty man of valor.  You see that? 

 

 So, God did that.  God took Abraham.  Now, we know Abraham 

as the Father of Faith.  But before Abraham was the Father of 

Faith, he was the father of fear.  Some of you never heard of that.  

I said Abraham was the father of fear before he was ever the 

Father of Faith.  He lied twice and told people that that wasn’t 

his wife, because he was afraid for his own life.  But God put His 

transcendent glory upon his fear, which is his weakness, and now 

Abraham is the Father of Faith. 

 

 And so, God did this.  God did this all through the Bible.  He took 

David.  David was an adulterer, that was his weakness.  

 

00:10:00 
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 But when God got finished with him, the Bible said David was a 

man after God’s own heart.  You don’t hear me?  You don’t hear 

me?  You don’t hear me?   

 

 God takes our weaknesses, and through our weaknesses, we are 

made strong with the strength of God.  And so, so often we only 

think God wants to use our strengths.  But God’s not at all 

interested or impressed by people with great strength.  People 

who are self-sufficient.  God’s not interested or moved at all with 

those people, because those people are depending upon 

themselves.  And they’re living in their own self-glory away from 

God.  And so that’s why God says, “Not many mighty are chosen, 

not many noble are chosen, but God chooses the weak things to 

confound the strong.” 

 

 And so there are certain weaknesses that are in our lives that are 

not accidents.  They are actually there to be used of God for His 

glory.  I believe that God allows us to have weaknesses, God 

allows us to have weaknesses deliberately, so that His glory can 

flow through us, and He will get the praise and He will get the 

glory for it.  Notice, he deliberately allowed Gideon, when Gideon 

had to go and fight the Midianite army, 135,000 men were coming 

up against Gideon.  Gideon had 32,000.  God took those 32,000, 

sent most of them home and left Gideon with 300 to fight against 

135,000.  And God was showing him, God was saying, “I’m going 

to allow you to win this war.”  But you all will know, in order for 

300 men to whip 135,000, you all will know that was Me and not 

you.  And so, God allows them to have that weakness, just so that 

His power and his glory, so that they know, there’d be no mistakes 

about it.  There’d be no confusing who fought the battle.  He 

allowed them to be outnumbered 450 men to 1.  For every one 

Hebrew, there were 450 Midianites.  And God said, “I’m going to 

let you win the battle, but you will know, and all the world will 

know, in order for 300 men to whip 135,000, it has to be the 

presence of God.” 

 

 Sometimes God will allow, God allows weaknesses in our lives.  

God will allow weaknesses in our lives so there would be no 

question that it was God who did the work and not us.  John 

Osteen, who built one of the most prolific ministries of our time, 

he was a high school dropout.  He felt God could never use his life.  

Dropped out of high school, ended up pastoring a church with over 

10-15,000 members, international ministry.  Still going strong 

today.  And God did that through a high school dropout.  Just to 
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show him, John, it’s not you doing this.  It is Me.  When he felt 

that he had a weakness of education, God showed up with the 

strength of Almighty God, and filled in the gaps where he was 

weak.   

 

 God is looking for us to be honest, to turn before Him and say, 

“God, I can’t do it on my own.  God, I am weak, I don’t know what 

to do.  I don’t have the ability, I don’t have the background, I don’t 

have the money.”  All of these things are weaknesses.  I’m the 

wrong color, that’s a weakness.  Well, praise God.  When you list 

all those weaknesses, you raise your hand and say, “I’m a 

candidate!  I’m a candidate for the power of God to flow through 

my life.”  I’m a candidate.  I’m a candidate 

 

 You ever thanked God for some of these weaknesses?  You ever 

thanked God for some of these weaknesses, I said.  Thank God.  

So, God allowed these weaknesses to be there just so that He can 

use your life.  God is not looking for vessels of gold and vessels of 

silver.  He’s looking for yielding vessels, vessels of earth and clay.  

And that’s why He says, “This treasure, this Holy treasure, I 

placed it in earthen vessels.  The vessel is weak.  No, He didn’t 

say, I put in a gold vessel.  He didn’t say, I put in a silver vessel, 

vessel of honor.  The vessel is weak. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 It’s fragile like a flower pot.  But God said, “This treasure is in 

earthen vessels.”  I put it in the middle of weakness.  I put My 

treasure in the middle of their weakness, so that they will know 

that the excellency of the power is of Me, and not of them. 

 

 So, God allowed His treasure.  You realize you carry the treasure 

of God in your heart, in your life, the treasure of God.  God has 

trusted you with the Gospel.  He has trusted you with salvation.  

He’s trusted you with the Holy Ghost.  He’s trusted you with 

eternal life.  He’s trusted you with His love.  He’s trusted you with 

His grace. And you’re just dirt. See, He put his treasure in dirt, 

so that you wouldn’t confuse the container with the gift.  See, the 

container’s not worth much, but the gift is priceless. 

 

 See, the gift is priceless.  See, I could bring a diamond ring in here 

in a paper bag.  And the bag may not look like much.   But when 

I pull the diamond ring out and all of its brilliance, you’ll forget 

about the paper bag.  And that’s the way we are.  God has taken 
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his treasure and put it in earthen vessels.  Turn to your neighbor 

and say, “You may not be anything but a paper bag.  But that’s a 

divine treasure on the inside of you.”  Praise God, praise God.  

Praise God. 

 

 God is never limited by our limitations.  We have limitations in 

life.  But your limitations don’t limit God.  God is never limited by 

our limitations.  I heard -- after I heard the testimony, I heard 

this gentleman speak.  His name is John Foppe.  And John Foppe 

was a man that was born without arms.  He was literally born 

without arms.  Everything else in his body is perfectly normal.  

He has legs, he has -- I started to say he has hands, he didn’t have 

any hands, and he didn’t have any arms.  But he has everything 

of, you know, everything else, he has everything except arms.  

And he said as he was -- as he was growing up in life, he said, he 

asked God, he said, God, he said, “Evidently, You allowed me to 

be born like this, and evidently, since I’m still alive, since 

everything else is perfectly fine with my body, there is something 

You want to do with my life.” 

 

 He didn’t condemn God for his weakness.  He yielded to it and he 

said, “God, I don’t have any arms, but I’ll give you my body, I’ll 

give you my life.”  And he said, “If you can use a man without 

arms, I’m available.  I don’t have much to offer You, but I offer 

You what I do have.”  And he said he surrendered his life to God 

and God took this gentleman.  And this gentleman went into 

business for himself, became successful, went back to school, 

earned a Master’s degree in psychology, ends up now he travels 

the country as a motivational speaker.  He didn’t have to say 

much.  All he has to do is just stand there before people having no 

arms.  And his message is, “If I can be successful in life, if God 

can use me and do something with my life with no arms, how 

much more can He do through you, those that do have arms?” 

 

 Here is a man who started his own successful business, travels 

the country, inspiring, motivating people.  He had a Master’s 

degree in psychology, still striving, still going and he’s still 

blessing and touching people’s lives all over the country.  And 

here we are with two arms, and land up under the covers saying, 

My God, why won’t You use me?  Why I don’t have nothing going 

my way in life?  You got both working arms.  But here’s a man 

that took no arms, a life, a body with no arms, surrendered it to 

God, and God was able to take weakness.  Yet being weak, he was 

made strong. 
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 Doesn’t that encourage you?  Doesn’t that encourage you?  That 

should encourage you, that if God can use a man with no arms, 

surely He can use you.  He can use you.  You have two working 

arms.  What are you doing?  What are you doing with what God 

has given you? 

 

 God always uses extraordinary -- He uses ordinary people to do 

extraordinary things.  And I really believe that God allows us to 

have certain weaknesses and limitations in life just to be used for 

his glory.  You remember the blind man, and people wanted and 

so, “Jesus, why was he born blind?  Did he sin or did his parents 

sin?”  Jesus said, “No, he was born that way so that the glory of 

God might be made manifest in his life.”  See, notice, God allows 

that.  God allowed that weakness in his life so that his life would 

be a demonstration of the glory of God.   

 

 There are weaknesses in your life.  You may not know why that 

you’re a single mother. You may not know why that you’re having 

financial hard times.  You may not know why you lost your job.  

You may not know why you have disease in your body.  You may 

be wondering, “Lord, why has this happened to me?”  Is it 

possible, maybe, that God wants to do something in your life 

through a weakness to show you His strength?  Is it possible he 

wants to use a weakness? 

 

 Now here’s something I discovered, that Apostle Paul had, he had 

an illness, and God would not heal him.  He said that he besought 

the Lord three times about it.  And you know what Jesus replied?  

His reply was, He said, “My grace is sufficient for you.  My 

strength is made perfect in your weakness.”  And so, God decided 

He wasn’t going to take it away from Paul, but He was going to 

use that weakness in Paul’s life, He was going to use it to 

demonstrate and illustrate and to produce His glory through 

Paul’s life to touch other people.  And He wouldn’t remove it.  And 

the Apostle Paul, that’s when he got a hold of the revelation of the 

grace of God, the enabling power of the grace of God that’s 

sufficient for us, and that through our weakness we are made 

strong.  And after he got a revelation of it, he said, “In fact, I’d 

rather have this thing.”  He said, “I’m made stronger through my 

weakness.”  He said, “I’d rather be weak, I’d rather glory in my 

weakness, that the power of Christ would rest upon me.”  
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 So, God allowed that to come into Paul’s life so that even when 

there would have been situations when Paul shouldn’t have been 

able to do what he was able to do.  He was able to do it, and when 

he was able to do it, he knew that it wasn’t of himself because he 

had this infirmity in his flesh.  He knew that it was the power of 

God resting upon his life. 

 

 I realized that God allows weaknesses to come into our lives, be 

used for His purposes.  I realized that there are several things 

that happens to us as a result of weaknesses.  Number one, 

weaknesses cause us to depend on God.  Weaknesses, they cause 

us to depend upon God because without the weakness, we would 

be depending on our own strength.  But God’s strength is made 

perfect when your strength runs out and so that weakness causes 

us to depend on God.  Apostle Paul said that this way in one 

translation.  He said, “The less I have, the more I depend on Him.” 

Do you hear that?  The less I have, the more I depend on Him. 

 

 Number two, God allows weaknesses to come to our lives to keep 

us humble.  You noticed in the text that we read in 2 Corinthians 

Chapter 12; Paul was just talking about the abundance of 

revelations he had received.  And he said, unless I get puffed up 

in pride, one translation, I like this, I like the way this translation 

put it, he said, “So I won’t get a big head.” 

 

00:25:01 

 

 He says, “So I won’t get a big head, God has given me a gift of 

infirmity.”  That weakness kept him depending on God, number 

one, number two, it kept him humble.  So, our weaknesses keep 

us humble, keep us depending on God.  Some people, some 

scholars believe that the Apostle Paul, the thorn that was in his 

flesh, they don’t know exactly what it was, but other Scriptures 

indicate that it was a physical illness.  Some scholars believe that 

it was malaria, or epilepsy.  They believe he might have had an 

eye disease.  They don’t know what it is, but whatever it was, God 

would not heal him.  And God wouldn’t heal him not to be mean, 

but God was developing his character.  God wanted to show him 

something through his weakness. 

 

 Number three, our weakness shows us how much we need one 

another.  If you don’t have any weaknesses, you feel like I don’t 

need anybody else.  I can make it on my own. 
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 And number four, our weaknesses increase our capacity for 

sympathy to other people.  Christopher Reeves, who became 

disabled himself, a weakness entered in his life.  He’s now the 

main spokesperson for people with disability.  He was able to 

minister with compassion and sympathy to other people.  Other 

people are able now to be healed through his wound.  They 

wouldn’t have the benefits they have if it weren’t for him.  If he 

had never been weakened with disability himself, he never would 

have been fighting for the cause of disabled people.  But God used 

that weakness in him to be strength for others.  God used this.  

He allowed weakness to come through our lives to bless other 

people.  To keep us humble, to keep us depending upon Him.  To 

keep us in fellowship with one another, depending on one another. 

 

 Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the word. 
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