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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
We also welcome all of you who are joining us by way of VirtualChurch.com, 
TheOnLineWord.com and the television audience. We are delighted to have you 
worship with us today. We’re excited about God and what He is doing in the Earth, 
what He is doing in our lives today. So, thank you for sharing with us. Stay tuned to 
today’s broadcast. I want to share a little secret to help you in your relationships. 
Having any trouble in your home or on your job? Stay tuned to today’s broadcast, 
and I guarantee that something will be said to bless you in your relationships. 
 
Open your Bibles, if you will, to the Book of John, the Gospel of John … Gospel of 
John, Chapter 13; the Gospel of John, Chapter 13. When you get there, say amen. 
 
The Gospel of John, Chapter 13, and we will actually read Verses 1 through 17. The 
Gospel of John, Chapter 13, Verses 1 through 17, let’s begin at Verse 1, and we’ll 
read all the way down through Verse 17. Ready? Read:  “Now before the feast of the 
passover, when Jesus knew that His hour was come that He should depart out of this 
world unto the Father, having loved His own, which were in the world, He loved 
them until the end. 
 
“And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray Him; Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
His Hands, and that He was come from God, and went to God; He riseth from 
supper, and laideth aside His garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself. 
 
“After that He poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and 
to wipe them with the towel wherewith He was girded. 
 
“Then cometh He to Simon Peter:  and Peter saith unto Him, Lord, doth Thou wash 
my feet? 
 
“Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt 
know hereafter. 
 
“Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash 
thee not, thou has no part with Me. 
 
“Simon Peter saith unto Him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my 
head. 
 
“Jesus saith unto him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet; but is 
clean every whit:  and ye are clean, but not all. 
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“For He knew who should betray Him; therefore said He, Ye are not all clean. 
 
“So after He had washed their feet, and had taken His garments, and was set down 
again, He said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 
 
“Ye call Me Master and Lord:  and ye say well; for so I am. 
 
“If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. 
 
“For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 
 
“Verily, verily I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither He 
that is sent greater than He that sent Him. 
 
“If ye know these things, happy are ye if you do them.” 
 
Now, I want you to focus there on Verse 17. Notice what it says. It says:  “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” The word “happy” means “blessed”. 
 
So He said, “I have illustrated some things to you.” He said, “If you will do them, 
you are going to be blessed … not only you, but those who are involved with you,” 
because in Verse 14 He talks about them washing one another’s feet. So He said, 
“Now, you have received an example, an illustration from Me; and if you will do it, 
you will be blessed, and those who are in relationship with you. You will be blessed, 
and those who you are in relationship with.” So today, we are speaking from the 
subject “Blessed Relationships” … “Blessed Relationships”. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, "We’re talking about blessed relationships.” 
 
I like that. He says, “Now you know it,” He says, “if you’ll do what you just found 
out,” because He gave them something there in these verses. So Jesus said, “If you’ll 
do what you know, now that you know it, if you’ll do it, you are going to be happy. 
You’re going to be happy.” He was specifically talking about in their interpersonal 
dealings with one another, because there in Verses 14 and 15 He was talking about 
their interacting with one another, washing one another’s feet. So He was talking 
about relationship. 
 
How many of you know that’s a personal relationship when you’re washing 
somebody’s feet? That’s very personal. I mean, you are really getting involved when 
you are going in between those toes and under the toenails. I mean, you are seeing 
some very private things. You are looking at bunions, and you are looking at corns, 
and you are looking at all these things. You are looking at some big feet, you are 
looking at some swollen ankles. You are looking at all of these things, and so that is 
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very personal when you reveal your feet, especially for someone to wash, to care for 
and to tend. So He is dealing with interpersonal relationships, and He said, “What 
you have seen, what you have heard and what you have seen Me do, if you will do 
it” -- say “If you will do it”. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, "If you will do it, you will be blessed in your 
relationships.” 
 
How many of you want to be blessed in your relationships? I mean, you just want to 
be blessed in your relationships. There are relationships, and work relationships 
are very vital, because you spend a great deal of time at work; at least eight hours a 
day, you are dealing with the same people day in and day out. If there are not good 
relationships, your job can become very stressful because you are under the 
continual grind of not being able to get along with somebody at work, somebody you 
have to see just as much as you see the people at home. Some people hate going to 
work, because they have to deal with people; and some other people hate going to 
work, because they have to deal with you. So relationships can be a problem at 
work. 
 
Relationships can be a problem at home. You don’t have to leave home to have 
problems in your relationships. I mean, right under your own roof, there can be 
problems. There can be problems. I have counseled several couples and families 
where the husband and wife live under the same roof, but really they are separate. 
They are each going their own way:  “You don’t bother me, I don’t bother you”. Even 
though they are married, they are really separated and just sharing a house. 
 
So relationships can be a problem. They can be an area of discomfort and dis-ease to 
us in our lives. So Jesus dealt with it here in this illustration that He gave with the 
washing of feet, because that was an interpersonal relationship and He wanted to 
deal with how they dealt with one another, how they interacted with one another. 
So He was directing a certain part of this story talking about relationship, and then 
He illustrated something for them. I mean, Jesus Himself got up from the table, 
took off His garments. He had everybody’s attention; they had never seen this. This 
had never happened before. Scripture does not record this anywhere else. John is 
the only writer who records this. So they had never seen this side of Jesus. He 
stripped Himself, and He went and got a towel and girded Himself, and then He 
came and illustrated, got down on His knees. Here is the King of Kings, here is God 
Almighty, down on His knees, and He begins to service and to wash their feet, 
remove their sandals and to inspect and to clean and to serve. 
 
It directly parallels a verse of Scripture over in the Book of Philippians, Chapter 2, 
Verses 6 and 7, along in there where it talks about Jesus Himself “thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: 
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“But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Himself the form of a       
servant … ” 
 
So here in John, Chapter 13, we see the very fulfillment of those verses that He 
Himself took upon Himself the form of a servant. Then He got down and He did 
something there. As He dealt with each person, then He said, “Now, I have 
illustrated something to you, and if all of you will do it -- if you will do what I just 
taught … ” 
 
And He taught by example. He taught not by precept, but by example. Isn’t that 
something? He taught by example. 
 
Examples are always clear. Teaching can be fuzzy, but what you do is always clear. 
I’ve heard old folks say, “I don’t hear a word you say; because what you do speaks so 
loud, I can’t hear a word you say.” So examples are always clear. So Jesus did not 
even bother to teach this. He did not get the scrolls out, or He didn’t sit on the 
mountain and give a parable to teach it. He illustrated it with His own hands, His 
own body, His own actions. So He lived out a parable before them, but He taught 
them something there powerful about having successful relationships. He said, “If 
you will do it, you will be happy.” 
 
I believe there are some people that need to be happy in their relationships. Jesus 
mentions it right here. Notice that. Don’t take my word for it; look at Verse 17 there 
in John, Chapter 13. Look at Verse 17. He says:  “If ye know these things, happy are 
ye if ye do them.” He said, “You are going to be happy if you do them. It’s no good 
just knowing them.” 
 
It’s not good just knowing the Word. That’s no good. The blessing does not come, the 
benefit does not come and your happiness is not going to come until you do it. So 
when we do God’s Word, then we can be happy in our relationships and our 
relationships can be blessed. If you are unhappy, you may need to check to see if 
you are doing what Jesus said to do. 
 
I know some of you are saying, “Well, what did He say to do?” Well, that’s what I am 
talking to you about. Give me a little time. Quit rushing me. 
 
But we see here in these relationships that Jesus illustrates something. You know, 
when you are dealing with difficult relationships, some people flee. They just get out 
of them. The heat is just turned up too high, the heat of battle, and they decide just 
to get out of them, and they leave and call it quits. So we call it divorce or 
separation, or they will leave a job. So they will leave, they will just get away 
because they think that the grass is greener on the other side of the fence; but a lot 
of times they will get on the other side of the fence and they will notice that the 
grass is just as brown as it was where they were. It’s because even though you are 
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going into a new circumstance or new relationship, even though it’s a new 
relationship, it’s the same you; and if you haven’t learned what Jesus taught here 
about blessing your relationships, that is why you can leave one person with some 
problems, go and get another person and have the same problems, and you wonder 
why … or you can have issues on your job at one company, you switch companies 
and you are still going to have issues on the job with people. It is because there are 
some things that you may not know that Jesus taught. He said, “If you will do these 
things, if you will do this, you will be happy; you will be blessed in your 
relationships.” 
 
He shares one powerful key to bless us in our relationships. So some people in 
dealing with difficult relationships will leave. They get out of them; they flee. Other 
people will stay and fight it out, and they will just live under continual tension. 
They will just grin and bear it and grit it and hate every moment of it and hate 
everybody’s guts, and they will just stay there and grind it out. Next thing you 
know, where it is at home, their home will become a battlefield and they are just in 
constant war; or if it is on their job, it becomes a battleground. 
 
I remember vividly one day Brother James was there in my office; it was myself, 
Brother James and two of our staff members, two workers, two fellow employees. 
They were there, and we were having a little meeting in my office. These were two 
professional women, and the relationship between them was so bad that they 
literally almost started physically fighting. I am not talking about verbally fighting; 
I mean, the women were rolling up their sleeves, backing up. I mean, I am talking 
about literal fighting, not verbal abuse or emotional; I mean, no, they were ready to 
throw blows. 
 
James and I both sat there with our mouths open. We had never seen this. These 
were two high-ranking, professional women; but the relationship had degraded to 
such a point that they were physically ready to fight. One of them had to leave the 
room to prevent the physical -- not verbal, the physical altercation in which they 
were about to engage. These were some big women, so James and I neither one tried 
to break it up because we did not know if we could handle them ourselves. I mean, I 
am not a big man; I’m relatively a small man, and these were some big women. So I 
did not want to get in between them, because they might have pounded me! And he 
wasn’t moving, either! James sat there with his mouth wide open, because we 
noticed and we were like, “Wow!” The relationship between two highly educated, 
professional women at the top of their fields; and here they are, ready to throw 
blows just because of a difficult situation at work, constantly at each other’s throat. 
 
So these are real-life issues that affect us, and what you will find is, when you find 
people who are in constant turmoil at work, you are going to find that they are also 
in turmoil at home. The same pattern follows you, no matter where you are. So if 
you see people in conflict all the time at work, can’t get along with anybody, you 
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better believe there is some conflict at their home. They can’t get along with family 
members, just like they can’t get along with people at work. 
 
There is just a simple secret that Jesus shares here in John, Chapter 13. Keep your 
Bible there on John 13. I do not want you to miss this because of something that He 
shares here in this foot-washing ceremony. 
 
Now, I have been in a couple of foot-washing ceremonies, and they are holy, they 
are filled with awe, they are reverential; you can feel the presence of God, and there 
is something that is really spectacular, even in just a natural ceremony of washing 
one another’s feet. So I have been privileged to wash the feet of our members here, 
and it ministers such a spirit of service and submission and it abases you, keeps you 
from being filled with pride. So there is a spirit of humility and there is a spirit of 
serving others. There is a spirit of giving one’s self for another and giving up one’s 
self for the benefit of another. 
 
Back in Jesus’ day, the washing of feet was done not just by a servant; it was done 
by the lowest of the servants. I mean, not even the normal servants washed feet; 
you were at the very bottom of the totem pole as a servant. So they had different 
ranks in those who served, but it was the very bottom of the servers who did the 
foot-washing. So not even a normal servant, I mean the very least of the servants, it 
was his job to be on his knees with a basin of water and a towel to wash the feet of 
the guests who entered. 
 
Here Jesus takes on the form of the lowest type of servant there is to illustrate the 
spirit of humility, service, service to others. He does this so powerfully that He had 
those 12 men, those disciples there, spellbound as they watched Him in awe. 
 
That is why Peter said, “Lord, You can’t do this”. Peter really tried to stop Him. He 
said, “You can’t wash my feet”, because Peter knew that to do that was the lowest of 
the lowest of the jobs! He said, “You are our Savior, you are our Master. You can’t”; 
and Jesus said, “If you will not allow Me to do this, you have no part with Me.” 
 
There was something Jesus was teaching there about relationships. There was 
something He wanted us to get about relationships, to help us to have blessed 
relationships. How many of you are ready to know what it is that He taught there? 
Anybody ready to know what it is? 
 
He taught something so powerful, and I believe that this teaching about the foot-
washing ceremony was more powerful than us centuries later, thousands of years 
later, just having a foot-washing service at church. I do not think that was Jesus’ 
sole intention. He did not illustrate that just so foot-washing would be included in 
an annual service at church, just a ceremony, just a washing, just a form, a 
tradition. I believe that there is something more powerful for the reason that He 
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Himself became a servant and got on His knees and washed His disciples’ feet. 
There is something there about relationships, interpersonal relationships, that He 
was teaching us how to have our relationships blessed, and He said, “If you will do 
this, you will be blessed in your relationships.” 
 
I believe that when you grasp ahold, really, of what I want to tell you, this is what 
Jesus was calling us to do. He said, “If you will do this, if you will do what I am 
illustrating to you, you are going now to enjoy happy, blessed relationships in your 
life. 
 
Now, here is the key; here is the key to what Jesus did. When Jesus washed those 
people’s feet, His 12 disciples, when He washed their feet, these were not perfect 
people. Now, they were in relationship with Jesus; but even Jesus had difficulty in 
His relationships with these 12 men. So Jesus was illustrating how He was able to 
be successful in His relationships with them, how He was able to be blessed in His 
relationships with them, even though they were not perfect. So what He does, He 
ministers to them, and as He washes their feet He ministers unconditional grace, 
unconditional love. 
 
Now, here are men who in just a few hours are going to betray Him; they are going 
to deny Him; they are going to desert Him; they are going to doubt Him. Here are 
men who are going to be ashamed of Him. These men have messed up big-time, and 
not only had they messed up; they were about to have the most major mess-ups in 
their lives by rejecting the One they walked with for three years, and Jesus knew 
that as He washed their feet! 
 
So as He washed their feet, He was saying, “I know you are going to desert Me. 
That does not stop My unconditional love for you. I still love you. You are going to 
betray Me, you are going to deny Me, you are going to doubt Me.” And yet He 
washed each foot, each person’s feet; even washed Judas’ feet. In fact, Judas will be 
excused in just a few moments to go betray Him. Jesus still washed his feet. Now, 
Jesus was saying, “I am ministering to you unconditional grace, unconditional love”. 
God does not love us because of what we do; He loves us because of who He is. He 
loves us because we belong to Him. So He ministered unconditional grace and love 
to those men, and here is what He said:  “As I have washed your feet, wash one 
another’s feet the same way.” 
 
So now what He is saying, when you are dealing with difficult people, you have to 
be unconditional in your love, in your grace. You cannot judge them because they do 
something wrong, because He said, “I did not judge you that way. I washed your 
feet, even though you will betray Me. I washed your feet, even though you will 
desert Me.” And so Jesus says when you are dealing with others, you have to wash 
their feet. When you are dealing with the grimy part of people who have misused 
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you and mistreated you, you wash away their unkindness to you with your 
kindness, with the unconditional grace and the love and the forgiveness of God. 
 
Jesus forgave them even before they sinned. He forgave us even before we sinned. 
Isn’t that something? So He says, “You have to do the same one to another. You 
have to wash one another’s feet with compassion, grace, unconditional love and 
forgiveness.” 
 
I heard the most powerful testimony. It had been discovered that a husband had 
cheated on his wife ten years prior. He thought it would be best to keep it from his 
wife, and he did; but through a series of events, the wife found out about it. She was 
distraught and hurt, torn up about it. They went to see a counselor. The counselor 
told them to get away for about two weeks. They did that. While they were away, 
they had an opportunity to walk, to talk, to pray and to share. On the tenth day of 
their trip, the wife left a note on the husband’s pillow, and this is what it said ... 
 
I am out of time. Those of you who are watching by television, go to 
TheOnLineWord.com and find out what this woman said to her husband. 
 
Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
Now, here is what this woman wrote. She wrote a note, and this is what it said to 
this husband who had betrayed her trust, got involved with infidelity some ten 
years ago. She wrote a note and left it on his pillow, and it simply said, “I would 
rather do nothing with you than to do something without you” … “I would rather do 
nothing with you than to do something without you”. Then right underneath that, 
she wrote, “I forgive you, I love you, let’s move on”. 
 
That woman’s note became her water basin. It became the basin, and her pen 
became the pitcher of water. Out of it she poured the mercy, the grace and the 
forgiveness of God, and she washed her husband’s feet. This is what Jesus is calling 
us to do when He says, “Wash one another’s feet, even as I have washed your feet.” 
 
Praise God, praise God, amen. 
 
In all of your relationships, learn to forgive. Learn to forgive. I would say that the 
most dominant part of my relationship with my wife, the ability that we have been 
able to be successful in marriage and happy in marriage for 13 years, is because of 
our ability to forgive one another, because I mess up; and when I mess up I say, 
“Honey, forgive me”. I don’t wait long, it doesn’t take long. I say, “Honey, forgive me. 
Forgive me”. In other words, I am saying, “Wash my feet”. And when she messes up, 
she comes to me and says, “I’m sorry”. In other words, she is saying, “Wash my 
feet”. 
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This is all Jesus is saying:  if you will learn to wash one another’s feet with 
forgiveness, you will be blessed in your relationships. You will be blessed in your 
relationships. 
 
We even had a woman in our company, and she stood up at one of our staff 
meetings. She had several enemies in the room. She began to wash their feet. She 
said, “I’m sorry to all of you that I have been at odds with,” and she said, “Forgive 
me for everything I have done; and I forgive you of anything if you have done 
anything wrong”. She said, “Let’s forgive one another”. She began to wash their feet, 
and it opened up their relationships. People that she could not even stand, people 
that she would not even speak to at work, she washed their feet, and after she 
washed their feet the relationship became blessed. 
 
So God wants us to have blessed relationships. Do just the simple illustration of 
washing one another’s feet with love, forgiveness, compassion and His mercy. 

 


