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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word. Amen, amen, amen. 
 
We also welcome those of you who are joining us via VirtualChurch.com, 
TheOnLineWord.com and all of you that are joining us by way of television or 
cassette tape, or however you may be receiving the Word at this time. We’re 
delighted to have you., and it’s an exciting time to be alive and well in the presence 
of the Lord. Stay tuned to today’s message. We want to share some secrets and some 
keys to help you in times of trouble, to help you in difficult situations in life. It 
happens to all of us, and there are some keys, wonderful keys from the Word of God, 
to help us to be successful and overcome them in our lives. Praise God. Amen, amen. 
 
Open your Bibles, if you will today, over to the book of 2 Corinthians, Chapter 7;     
2 Corinthians, Chapter 7, and I’d like to read Verse 5; 2 Corinthians, Chapter 7, and 
let’s read Verse 5 there. We can all read together there in unison 2 Corinthians, 
Chapter 7, Verse 5. Ready? Read. “For when we were come into Macedonia, our 
flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, and 
within were fears.” 
 
Notice that they were troubled on every side.  It says outside there were fightings, 
and on the inside there were fears. Another translation says: “Every place we went, 
we had trouble.” I like this translation. Anybody ever felt like that in life 
(laughing)? Every place you go, there is trouble. 
 
We are talking today from the subject “Overcoming Trouble”; “Overcoming Trouble.” 
You know, I would be lying if I stood here today and told you that once you receive 
Christ in your life and become a Christian, once you start serving God, once you 
start tithing, once you start reading your Bible, once you start praying, once you 
start treating one another right, that you’ll have no more troubles in your life. But I 
would be a flat-out liar (laughing), and there would be no truth in me. 
 
I want you to know that trouble is a part of life. Trouble is a part of life, and it 
makes no difference whether you are a Christian or a non-Christian, trouble comes 
to all of us.  Trouble comes to all of us. Jesus said in John 16:33, “In this world, you 
shall have tribulation.” He didn’t say, “Maybe”; He didn’t say, “It might come”; He 
didn’t say, “Well, it’s possible”. He said you will have it. If you are living in this 
world, you will have tribulation. And that’s because we live in a fallen world; and 
because we live in a fallen world, trouble seems in some kind of way to find its way 
into our paths. No matter what path we’re on, trouble seeks us out. And then at 
some point in your lives, you’re going to have to deal with trouble. 
 
Some of you are dealing with trouble right now. Some of you are in trouble as I 
speak. Sometimes it’s trouble where we have no choice in the matter; it’s not trouble 
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that we chose. Sometimes it can be things that we have no control over at all. It 
could be the loss of a job because a company is downsizing. You could be in trouble 
with a life-threatening disease that just came out of nowhere. You could be in 
trouble with various things in life. Whether it’s your child, your finances, your 
health, you could be in trouble. And so we find that trouble is present with us in 
this life. 
 
I like the way Ben Kinchlow said this about life. He said, “Life is so tough, life will 
eat your lunch and the bag you brought it in” (laughing). And that’s true. That is so 
true. Life can be so hard. 
 
Robert Schuller said, “Life isn’t fair, but God is good.” And that’s something that we 
have that we can rest on: life isn’t fair.  And he said it isn’t fair because of trouble. 
Trouble happens to good people; trouble happens to bad people; trouble happens to 
those that deserve trouble, and it also happens to those that don’t deserve trouble. 
Trouble raises its ugly head in the lives of all of us at some point or another in life. 
The writer said that the days of men are just a few and full of trouble. And so we’re 
talking about overcoming trouble. 
 
In 1 Peter, Chapter 4, Verse 12, Peter says something about trouble. He says, “Don’t 
be surprised.” See, he didn’t want trouble to catch anybody off guard. He said, 
“Don’t be surprised, now, if you run into some trouble. Don’t be surprised because of 
the fiery trial which is to try you. He said, “Don’t think it’s strange, don’t think it’s 
odd that trouble is coming to man. He said, “Don’t think it’s strange. Don’t think 
that you are some unique individual because you have trouble.” Turn to your 
neighbor and say, “You’re not the first one to have trouble, and you won’t be the 
last” (laughing). I mean, some people get in trouble, and they think they’re the only 
one having a financial strain. You’re not the only one that’s having financial 
problems! Sometimes we feel isolated, like, “Out of the whole world, I’m the only one 
that can’t rub two nickels together.” No, you are not! “I’m the only one dealing with 
an unruly spouse.” “I’m the only one that lost a job.” No, you aren’t! “I’m the only 
one that was diagnosed with a deadly disease.” No, you are not! You’re not on an 
island by yourself; you’re not alone. All of us have storms in life. The storms of life 
come to all of us. 
 
But here’s the Good News I want to bring you. The good news is, Jesus said, “In this 
world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer.” In other words, cheer up! 
Cheer up! And then He went on to say, “I have overcome the world.” “I have 
overcome the world.” In other words, He was saying, “Because I overcame the world, 
you share in My victory. I have already defeated the world and its trouble for you; 
and because I have overcome the world, the same Spirit that enabled Me to 
overcome the world, that same Spirit is residing inside of you, which makes you a 
world over-comer, as well.“ And so that’s why He said, “In this world, you’re going to 
have tribulations, but be a good cheer. I’ve already overcome it. And if I’ve overcome 
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it, that means you can overcome it, because the same Spirit that helped Me to 
overcome it lives in you.” 
 
That’s why 1 John, Chapter 5, Verse 4, says, “Whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the world.” If you are a Child of God, by genetics -- I’m talking spiritual DNA -- you 
are a world over-comer by virtue of your birth because you are a Child of God.” 
 
That’s what the Bible says. And Jesus knew that. Jesus said, “Wait a minute. 
There’s a lot of trouble, but wait a minute! Be of good cheer. Cheer up!” because 
everybody’s faces dropped when He said, “There’s a lot of trouble.” Everybody just 
stooped down. They sagged. But He said, “Wait a minute. Be of good cheer. I’ve 
already overcome the world and all of its trouble.  I’ve already faced everything that 
the devil has intended to harm me. I’ve already faced it, and I’ve already defeated it. 
I’ve already defeated the devil.” 
 
And God is still exercising that victory through us, as the devil is still under our 
feet, and we still triumph over him. And so this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. And so He said, “Don’t worry, there’s trouble in the world; but 
you are victorious.” So God wants us -- He expects us -- to overcome trouble. Trouble 
is only here for us to overcome it.  Problems are only around, so they can be solved. 
Amen? Amen. 
 
We’re problem-solvers, we’re trouble over-comers. And so that’s what separates us 
from non-Christians. That’s what separates us, I believe, is the fact that God has 
shared some things to help us overcome trouble. Trouble comes to all of us, sinner 
and saint alike; however, God has given us equipment, He’s given us knowledge and 
He’s given us His Word to overcome trouble. He gave a parable. He said there were 
two men that built houses. One man built his house on the sand, and the other man 
built his house on a rock. When the storms of life came -- or, in other words, trouble; 
when trouble came -- the house that was built on sand fell, and great was the fall 
thereof when trouble started beating on that house, because it wasn’t founded on 
rock. So Jesus was sharing there that you can overcome trouble if you build on rock. 
He says, “The man that builds on the rock is simply a man who hears My Word and 
does My Word.” That man is building a house on a rock. 
 
And so with God’s Word, that’s why we come to church, and that’s why we study the 
Bible. You’re constantly building the foundation of your house on a rock, because 
one day trouble will come. But, praise God, when trouble shows up, it will run into a 
rocky foundation that can’t be moved. And that’s as a result of being a doer of God’s 
Word. And so the Bible teaches us that we can overcome trouble. 
 
Turn over to the Gospel of John, Chapter 16. We’re talking about overcoming 
trouble. The Gospel of John, Chapter 16, look at Verse 33 there, John 16:33, and 
notice it says, “These things have I spoken unto you, that in Me you might have 
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peace. In the world you shall have tribulation.” Now, He’s showing us something.  
He says, “In Me there’s peace; in the world there’s trouble.”  So He’s trying to show 
you that you can have peace in the middle of a world of trouble.  And so He said, 
“Even though you’re in the world and there’s trouble in the world, if you get in Me 
and then get in the world, you can have peace in the middle of trouble.” So He tells 
us there, “These things that have I spoken unto you; that in Me, you might have 
peace. In the world, you shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer. I have 
overcome the world.” 
 
I’m going to share a few things that He’s spoken. Notice at the beginning of that 
verse, He said, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me you might have 
peace.” So He said, “As a result of what I’ve said to you already, these things will 
bring peace. I spoke them in order to bring peace.  So if you hear them and do them, 
you will have peace.” So I am going to share a few things that Jesus said to them 
would bring peace. Even though they were living in the world, and would have 
trouble in the world, He said, “In Me, you shall have peace.” 
 
Now, notice that word ”tribulation” there. He says, “These things that have I spoken 
unto you, that in Me you might have peace. In the world you shall have tribulation.”  
That word ”tribulation” is the Greek word “thlipsis.” “Tribulation” means “pressure, 
oppression, stress, anguish, adversity, affliction, crushing” -- I like these words -- 
“squashing, squeezing and distress.” That’s what “tribulation” means. Notice that it 
includes everything:  when you’re crushed; when you’re being squeezed. Anybody 
ever felt like the very life was being squeezed out of you? You were being crushed? 
 
I was talking with a gentleman yesterday, and he started telling me about all of his 
troubles. I mean, he went nonstop, telling me about his troubles, and I couldn’t get a 
word in edgewise. He just went from one trouble to another. I mean, he was just 
going like a motor; his mouth was running like a motor. He was telling me he had 
so many troubles:  he told me his wife had cancer; that he had just been evicted 
from his house; that all his money has been stolen; and he went on and on and on, 
and he was so distressed. And he fit the very definition of tribulation -- he was 
squeezed (laughing); he was squashed -- and it was life. Nothing but life was 
squashing the very life out of him and squeezing him. And that’s all that was 
coming out of his mouth. He was being squeezed, and it was just coming out of his 
mouth, the troubles of life. 
 
Finally, I began to speak peace to him. I said, “Sir, everything is going to be all 
right. God is going to somehow work in your life, and everything is going to be all 
right. Trouble doesn’t last always. What you’re going through now is not going to 
last always, and you’re going to get your perspective to know that this is temporary.  
You’re not in trouble to stay; you’re just passing through it. We go through hell not 
to stay there, but just passing through there.” 
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A lot of people camp there; they don’t want to come out. No, keep moving! By all 
means if you’re going through hell, don’t stop; keep moving (laughing).  Turn to your 
neighbor and say, “Keep moving” (laughing). By all means, don’t stop. Don’t stop. 
Don’t put your bags down and start looking at the planes. No, keep moving. You’re 
just passing through. 
 
But I spoke the Peace of God to him; and he quieted down, bowed his head, and 
tears almost began to come to his eyes because of the Peace of God. I don’t know 
whether he was Christian or not; but he heard the Peace of God, regardless. I just 
spoke simple words of Truth from God’s Word. I said, “Trouble doesn’t last always, 
sir. Some good is going to eventually start happening in your life. God can turn this 
thing around.” I said, “You’re still blessed.” I just shared some simple words of 
peace, and tears almost welled up in his eyes. He said, “Thank you so much,” and I 
blessed him, and he said, “Thank you so much” and drove off. But I was confronted 
there with how the troubles of life can overwhelm us. 
 
I was talking with Minister Miguel one day, and he was sharing some of his 
troubles with me. He’s a spiritual stalwart, so he was able to share it from a 
position of maturity; but he was just saying that at one point things got so rough, 
even his faith began to waiver. He said he had been to the doctor, and they gave 
him a bad diagnosis. He said the same day he came home, his air conditioner went 
out. The next day after that, his washing machine went out. The next day after 
that, his wife and daughter were in a car accident, and the next day after that his 
father-in-law died, and had his wife and family torn in pieces. He said, “Man it’s 
been one assault after another, and, sometimes all I can do is just lean back and 
sing a song.” He said, “If it wasn’t for my faith in God, if my soul wasn’t anchored, it 
would be blown away in the storm. Even me, as much as I know and as much as I 
praise God, it’s still a challenge, dealing with the troubles of life.” But thank God 
he’s overcoming his troubles. Thank God he’s overcoming. God wants us to overcome 
our troubles. 
 
Here’s the first thing I want you to get. Make sure that the trouble you’re having or 
the trouble that you’re in, make sure that you are not in it because of your own folly. 
Make sure that you are not in it because of some ungodly reasons. Sometimes we 
get ourselves into trouble. It’s not necessarily life, it’s not the devil; it’s our own 
folly. You got yourself in that mess, and you know you got yourself in a mess. Now, 
when you’re in a situation like that, you need to address your trouble and you need 
to take action, because you need to do something about it. Don’t try to sweep the 
problem under the rug and hope it will go away. Don’t just get on to bed and pray to 
God that it will go away. No. If you have caused problems because of your folly, you 
are going to have to address your problems, because if you don’t, your problems will 
only grow worse; 99% of problems are not just going to go away by themselves, 
you’re going to have to do something. So you need to figure it out. If I’ve caused this 
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and this is something I’m doing because of my own folly and foolishness, I need to 
change this. 
 
And then there are other times God stirs up trouble in your life. And that’s 
something else you need to take care of (laughing).  Now, I’m telling you, it’s one 
thing dealing with the trouble of the world, it’s another thing dealing with the 
trouble of the devil, it’s another thing dealing with the trouble of other people; but, 
my God, you don’t want to fool with the trouble that comes from God. Some of this 
might sound strange to you,  but God stirs up trouble in your life. You don’t believe 
me, ask Jonah. Ask Jonah. They were in a storm because of Jonah, because of his 
disobedience. Because of our disobedience or foolishness or rebellion, God will stir 
up trouble in order to help get us right. He does it for our fate. He does it for your 
own fate. At the time you’re in it, it is very fierce; but it is literally trouble from 
God. So make sure there is no sin in your life. Make sure there’s no folly and 
foolishness, things that you are doing to cause the trouble and things that you need 
to address, because that trouble comes from God. 
 
I heard somebody put it this way:  We are like jewels on the hands of a master 
jeweler, and sometimes the jeweler will have to use a chisel to smooth the rough 
edges of the jewel. And if the chisel doesn’t work, he will use a hammer. And if the 
hammer doesn’t work, he’ll use a jackhammer (laughing). And if that doesn’t work, 
he’ll use a sledgehammer. See, some of us are being hit with a sledgehammer 
(laughing). But, no, God wants you to correct and straighten up. When He starts 
chiseling up on you, you better take notice and go ahead and get right with God 
when the chisel is out, because you don’t want to deal with the sledgehammer. Turn 
to your neighbor and say, “ don’t want to deal with that sledgehammer” (laughing). 
 
One lady told me, “My husband needs a sledgehammer upside his head. He doesn’t 
need a chisel; he needs a sledgehammer right upside his head” (laughing).  So we’re 
talking about overcoming trouble. 
 
Here are three things that Jesus said. In John 16:33, the three things He told them 
there, number one, don’t get discouraged. Don’t get discouraged. Don’t lose your 
courage to go on, the courage to endure. Don’t lose it. Don’t give up. Don’t just fall 
into a pity party. Don’t get discouraged. Number two, He told them  to stay full of 
joy. Stay full of joy. No matter what is pressing you, stay full of joy; keep your 
delight in God. Stay full of joy. The Joy of the Lord is our strength, so stay full of 
joy. 
 
The Apostle Paul said one time in 2 Corinthians, “We were in trouble. We were in 
sorrow, yet rejoicing.” And I picked that up, I said, “Okay, he was in trouble; but he 
was still full of joy.” He said, “We were as sorrowful” -- talking about the outward 
trouble -- “but yet we were rejoicing.” And so that’s the way you want to be:  as 
sorrowful, yet rejoicing. You’re still in trouble, not denying the trouble; but yet 
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you’re still full of joy. And that’s why Jesus said, “Be of good cheer.” Cheer up! First 
thing you do, cheer up! Cheer up! Get your head out of the sand! Lift your head!  
Cheer up! Things are not as bad as they seem. Things could be worse, cheer up! 
Your frowning face and depression is not going to help the problem. Cheer up! I 
mean, if I don’t have enough money, I still have two choices: I can smile or frown. It 
doesn’t change my financial situation. I still don’t have any money, but I still have 
two choices:  I can smile or frown. If I frown, that’s not going to put any more money 
in my pocket. If I smile, maybe James will slip me something, because I’m so happy 
(laughing). At least people will want to be around you if you’re smiling. If you still 
have some joy, people will want to be there. They just don’t want to hear a hard-
luck story all day. They don’t want to see you coming with that, so cheer up. That’s 
why He said cheer up. 
 
So, keep your joy; don’t get discouraged;  number three, He told his men, “Keep your 
eyes on Me.” Get your eyes off your problem, and get them on God’s Word. Get them 
on God. Change your focus. Don’t talk about how big your problems are; talk about 
how big your God is. “Get your eyes on Me.” That’s why He said, “I have overcome 
the world. Start meditating on that:  “I’ve overcome this world. I’ve faced every 
problem you’ll face.” We don’t have a High Priest who can’t be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmary. He faced every problem that we face in this life, and He 
overcame it. And He said, “The same Spirit that caused Me to overcome is in you 
right now.” So you are an over-comer, so get your eyes off your problem and on God. 
Those are three powerful keys that He gave. 
 
I’m running out of time; so those of you watching on television, make sure you go to 
TheOnLineWord.com. You can hear this message in its entirety. You can also email 
it to a friend. Simply click on the Send to a Friend link and email it to a friend. 
Don’t forget to stop by VirtualChurch.com. See what God is saying to you today. 
 
Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
 
Praise God. I gave you just three of the things that He told them there. He told 
them, “If you do these things, you’ll have My Peace.” These are three other things:  
He said:  number one, “Trust Me.” In Psalms 31:15, the psalmist said, “My times are 
in Your Hand.” “My times are in Your Hand.” In other words, God, I trust You. I 
trust You with everything that concerns my life. There are three things that God 
knows and only God knows:  He knows the beginning of things, He knows the cause 
of things, and He knows the end of things.  And so He says, “Trust Me. Trust Me.”  
Number one, “Trust me.” 
 
Number two. “Realize I am with you.”  “Realize I am with you,” He made that point.  
He said, “Realize I’m with you.” 
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Number three, He said, “Realize My unfailing Love surrounds you.” “My unfailing 
love surrounds you.” He told his disciples, “If you do these things, you will have My 
Peace.”  “You will have My peace, and you will overcome the world. Don’t get 
discouraged. Stay full of joy. Keep your eyes on Me. Trust Me. Realize I am with 
you.  Let My unfailing Love surround you.” He said to meditate on these things 
when you’re in trouble; meditate on those six things when you’re in trouble, and 
you’ll find your way to victory, and you’ll find your way to overcoming trouble in this 
world. 
 
We’ll stop right there. Give the Lord another handclap of praise. 


