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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word. Amen. Amen, amen. 
 
We welcome those of you who are joining us by way of VirtualChurch.com, also 
TheOnLineWord.com and our television audience. We welcome you; we’re delighted 
to have you. Stay tuned for today’s message. I am going to talk about how to 
respond to adversity, problems, trouble and hardships when we have to face them in 
everyday life; how to respond, how to gain the proper perspective of these troubles 
that sometimes plague us in life. Stay tuned for today’s message. 
 
Open your Bibles, if you will today, to the book of James. In the book of James, 
Chapter 1, let’s read Verses 1 through 4. The book of James is towards the end of 
the New Testament. It’s a small book. The book of James has only a few chapters, 
about five chapters or so. In James, Chapter 1, let’s read Verses 1 through 4 in 
unison. Ready? Read. “James, a servant of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 
12 tribes, which are scattered abroad, greeting. My brethren, count it all joy when 
you fall into diverse temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing.” 
 
Notice there in Verse 2, it says, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 
diverse temptations.” That little word “temptations” in the Greek means “various 
trials; different kinds of trials.” So he says, “Count it all joy when you fall into 
different kinds of trials, different kinds of trouble and different kinds of problems.” 
 
How many of you know that our trouble isn’t the same; it’s an assortment. You can 
have an assortment of different flavors of trouble. It comes in all forms and all 
fashions, whether you’re dealing with your relationship, whether you’re dealing 
with your children, whether you’re dealing with your job, whether you’re dealing 
with the health of your body, whether you’re dealing with your own insecurities or 
your own failures, whether you’re dealing with the court system or the legal system 
or you could be dealing with an ex -- how many of you know you can have trouble 
dealing with an ex? And you can have trouble with past relationships; you can have 
trouble in your marriage, in your home. He says there “when you fall into various 
kinds,” I like that, because he is saying that what he is about to teach us works, no 
matter what type of trouble it is, because he said there is not just one category of 
trouble; there are many different kinds of trouble. But God’s anecdote is the same, 
no matter what the trouble is. I like that. God made it simple. I like that. 
 
He said count it all joy when you fall into these various trials, tribulations and 
trouble.  So today, I want to use as a subject ”Bitter or Better?”; “Bitter or Better?“ 
Turn to your neighbor and say, “Are you going to allow trouble to make you bitter… 
or better?” (laughing)  Bitter or Better? 
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We understand that trouble can easily make you bitter. It’s easy to get bitter when 
things aren’t going right. It’s so easy to become negative when things are not good. 
When things are not going as planned, it’s easy to become negative in those 
circumstances. But I believe James knows something, and that’s why he says, 
“Count it all joys.” So he is giving you a little insight. He said count it all joy. Count 
it all joy. He has some inside information, and he’s saying that if you really 
understood trouble, if you really understood problems in the right perspective to 
look at them from, you would know that God has a purpose behind every problem. 
God has a purpose behind every problem, and God uses problems to make us better! 
That’s a news flash:  God uses problem to make us better -- not bitter, better. 
 
A lot of people get bitter. They become bent out of shape when they get in trouble or 
have problems in life. God never intended that. It’s the devil’s intention for 
problems to make you bitter, to make you blame God, to make you angry -- “Why 
me?” -- and have a negative attitude. 
 
You don’t have to turn to it; but I like what Proverbs 30, Chapter 32, says:  “If you 
have thought evil, then lay your hands upon your mouth.” In other words, don’t let 
that negative stuff come out of your mouth. If you’re having problems in life and 
you’ve got all these negative energy, and you are just ready to start complaining 
and whining and become bitter, Proverbs 30:32 says, “Lay your hand on your 
mouth” (laughing). Don’t even let it come out, it’s not worth it! Don’t get bitter! In 
other words, what he is saying is, don’t get bitter just because you have problems. 
Hang in there, straighten it with God, and God is going to show you how to be 
better! He’s going to show you how to be better! 
 
Problems never leave us the same. I’m going to say that again. Problems never 
leave us the same. They never leave us the same. They’re going to make you either 
better or bitter. No one stays the same in a problem. You are either going to get 
better, or you’re going to get bitter. 
 
I found a Greek definition of the word “problem”.  Notice this:  “Problem” in the 
Greek comes from the Greek word “proballo”, and it means “to drive or throw 
forward.” “To drive or throw forward.” I really believe that that’s God’s definition of 
a problem. Problems, from God’s perspective, are to drag you and to throw you 
forward. God is trying to better you, not to make you bitter! God wants to advance 
you; He wants to move you forward. And a lot of times the only way that God can 
move us from certain places and certain positions is to cause some problems to come 
into our lives (laughing). What God is showing, it doesn’t seem like it while we are 
going through it; but if you look at it from God’s point of view, He sees where you 
are and He sees where He’s trying to get you to. And so sometimes either He will 
cause a problem or He will allow a problem. I’m not saying that God causes all 
problems; He doesn’t, because the devil will stir up problems and bring problems to 
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try and destroy you, trying to make you bitter. What I am trying to say is, God uses 
all problems, whether He sends them or not. God uses the problem. He doesn’t send 
all of them, but he uses them. God does not waste any problems you will encounter 
in life. They’re too valuable to waste. He doesn’t waste any experiences you have. I 
don’t care how bad you’ve had it; I don’t care how much you’ve messed up. I don’t 
care. God doesn’t waste your experiences, and He doesn’t waste your problems. God 
uses every problem that comes your way. He may not send all of them, but He 
certainly uses all of them to make us better. 
 
So, notice that word “problem” in the Greek, the Greek word “proballo,” means to 
drive or to throw us forward, and that’s what’s in God’s mind:  “I’m going to make 
them better. This problem that came in their life to destroy them, the devil meant it 
for evil; but I mean it for good.” And so God will take things that are sent to make 
you bitter, things that are meant to stop you, and God uses them to send you 
forward. Isn’t that good? Isn’t that a good God? God uses them to send you forward. 
 
Praise God! So when problems come, here’s the attitude. Now, as I’ve said, I am 
beginning to see why James said, “Count it all joy.” I see the joy in it now. James is 
looking at it as it’s going to make you better! It may not feel like it at this moment,  
there may be a lot of pain and anguish; but James is saying, “If you just hang in 
there, if you’ll stick in there and stay with God, ultimately this is going to make you 
better! God is going to use it! God is not going to waste it!”  So James said when you 
fall into these various trials, count it joy, because you’re going to be better as a 
result of it! You’re going to be better! You are going to be better!” 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say “I’m going to be better when I go through a problem.” 
Now, see, if you looked at it like that, it would change the way you look at it. You’d 
welcome problems. That’s why James welcomed it. He said, “Count it joy when they 
come,” because he looked at it as making him better. Isn’t that something? It’s hard 
to be defeated when problems come your way and you look at them as they’re going 
to make you better. They’re going to make you better. 
 
Here’s something He goes on to teaches there. He says, “Knowing this, that the 
trying of your faith produces patience.”  That word ”patience” there is really 
“endurance,” meaning “strength”:  strength to stand; strength to last. You’re getting 
stronger when you go through something. 
 
I remember when I was growing up, when we had our staff meetings, we had a little 
saying on one of our boards in the meeting room. It said, “Smooth seas never made 
good sailors.” I understood what it was saying was that it’s those rough seas and 
those tumultuous times and those tornadoes and hurricanes, those are the things 
that bring out the best in a sailor. Those experiences produce something. They 
become skilled navigators when they’ve been through some storms. And so it is in 
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our lives:  smooth seas never made strong Christians. When everything is hunky-
dory and doing just fine, that doesn’t make strong Christians (laughing). 
 
You know, when the butterfly comes out of its cocoon, it struggles to break out of the 
cocoon. And do you know that if you tamper with nature and you attempt to break 
the cocoon open for the butterfly, when you break it open, that butterfly will be 
unable to fly, because the wings of that butterfly are strengthened in his effort and 
attempt to break out of the cocoon. That’s what gives strength into his wings. And 
so if you break it open and he doesn’t struggle, that butterfly will sit on the ground; 
you’ll say, “Fly, butterfly!” but he’ll say, “I can’t fly, because you broke me out, and 
that didn’t give me a chance to strength my wings!” (laughing). 
 
This is what James knows. James knows it. When we go through things, it 
strengthens us! This is the strength beneath our wings, if you will! Where do you 
think your fortitude comes from?  Where do you think your perseverance comes 
from? Where’s your faith coming from? Your faith is no good if it’s never been 
tested; if it’s never been up against anything, it’s no good! What kind of champion 
boxer would I be if I never fought a fight? Champion of what? What would you call 
me, what type of champion, if I never fought a fight? What label or what type of 
champion could I be if I never fought a fight? 
 
It’s through problems. James said, “Count it all joy.” Count it all joy when you fall 
into various trials and problems in life. It’s going to produce something in you. It’s 
going to give you an inner strength you’ve never had before. You’re going to come to 
know God in new dimensions that you never knew Him. Let me tell you something, 
folks:  you learn God in a problem in a way that you never knew Him outside of a 
problem. There’s something about it. You don’t really have your true prayer time 
until your back is up against the wall; until you’ve been served with court papers; 
until the bank has given you a week to come up with the money or you’re going to be 
put out. You don’t know what prayer is until your back has been up against the 
wall. And it is in those times that there’s an inner strength. You don’t really know 
God until you get into those trials, until you really need God, and it is in those 
times! I mean, in those times when you really need God, nobody has to teach you 
how to pray. You come to church, and you learn the 12 steps of prayer. That’s 
because everything is going great -- “Great, great, everything is going good” -- so we 
can teach you the 12 steps of prayer. But, listen; when you’re in a problem, when 
the doctor has said you’ve got three months to live, you don’t need the 12 steps of 
prayer; all you need to know is Jesus! “Save me, Lord Jesus!  I need You, Lord 
Jesus!” 
 
See, there’s a power, there’s an inner strength and a spiritual strength that you 
enter into in a problem that you would never enter into any other way. You 
wouldn’t know God; you wouldn’t cry out to God like you do in a problem. And God 
uses all of those things. God uses those things to develop us, to get to know us so 
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that we can get to know Him, and we learn Him by a whole new dimension in the 
middle of a problem. In the middle of a problem. 
 
So now James says, “Count it all joy.” Count it all joy when you fall into various 
trials, because he knows you’re about to experience God. You’re going to have a 
deeper hunger and a thirst for God than you’ve ever had in your life right in the 
middle of a problem. And so God uses every problem. There is no problem that God 
wastes in your life. What you go through is not a waste. There is something in it 
that God wants to use. There’s something in it. And so you’ve got to realize and 
you’ve got to ask yourself, “Am I going to allow this to make me bitter, or am I going 
to allow it to make me better?” If you can’t remember anything else , remember the 
butterfly. Remember the butterfly through the struggle of this. 
 
There’s a wonderful Psalm. You don’t have to turn there; but Psalms Chapter 4, 
Verse 1, says this:  “You have enlarged me in my distress.” I thought that was 
interesting. That’s what David said, “You’ve enlarged me in my distress.” In my 
very distress, You’ve caused me to grow. You’ve matured me. You’ve caused me to 
become more like You. You’ve caused me to come closer to You. You’ve enlarged me 
in my distress. Isn’t that something, that God would take your problem and use that 
as growing time for you, maturation time? This is really what James is dealing 
with, to count it all joy when you fall into these various trials, because God is going 
to use them to mature you. You’re going to become better. You’re going to be wiser.  
You’re going to be stronger. You’re going to know God in a different way when 
you’ve gone through something and experienced something. Sometimes, you know, 
it’s one thing to talk about faith; but it’s another thing to use your faith. It’s another 
thing to use it. It’s one thing to talk about God the healer; but it’s another thing 
when you land in the hospital with an IV in your arm. Huh? And you see the x-ray. 
See? And so God uses these things to mature us through problems. 
 
I’m going to say something here, but you have to catch it.  The Bible says even Jesus 
learned obedience and was made Perfect through the things He suffered, which 
means even Jesus, in all of His sinless state, He wasn’t completed and completely 
matured in the things of God until He suffered and went through something. 
 
And the Bible says even Jesus, though He was His Son, learned obedience. “You 
mean Jesus didn’t know obedience before?“ “Well, He learned a whole different level 
of obedience through suffering. When God was telling Him to go ahead and get on 
that cross and He didn’t want to get on that cross, He learned so when He went 
through the pain and the agony of the Garden of Gethsemane and sweated great 
drops of blood, God was maturing Him. God was teaching Him to say, “Not my will, 
Lord, by Thy Will be done.” So even Jesus, though He was a Son, He learned 
obedience through the things He suffered. The Bible says He was made perfect, 
completed,  and there’s a maturity that God brought Christ Jesus. 
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It goes on to say in Hebrews that through that suffering He was made perfect, and 
now He is able to be our Savior because of what He suffered. Isn’t that good? 
Because He went through something. Because He went through something. Jesus 
didn’t just live a fairytale life; Jesus went through the same pressures, the same 
pains, the loneliness, the temptations. Jesus encountered every problem we 
encounter. He wept at Lazarus, too, when His friend had died; so He knows what 
losing a loved one feels like. He saw the widow maid  burying her son, her only 
provider. He knows what it feels like to lose a child. Jesus went through and He 
experienced every problem that we face in this life, and that’s why the Bible says we 
can come boldly before the Throne of Grace and that we might obtain mercy and 
find help in our time of need. You can go tell Him about your troubles and tell Him 
about your problems, because Jesus has been through it; He knows. He knows, and 
He’s able to help us. 
 
So we don’t have a High Priest that can’t be touched within, feeling our infirmity. 
He feels your pain. He’s been through it. He has the scars in His hands to prove 
that He’s been through pain. He knows what pain feels like. He knows what it feels 
like to be rejected. He knows what it feels like to be lied about. He knows what it 
feels like when you’ve done all you can to help folks and then they stab you in the 
back; He knows what that feels like! And so yet He was made perfect; He matured 
through the suffering. 
 
So God uses suffering and He uses problems to mature us, to develop us, to help us 
grow up, to strengthen us, to produce faith, to enlarge us, to give us some endurance 
and really give us some substance. You know, it really gives you something. He 
gives you something. And so God uses suffering and problems in our lives to make 
us better and not bitter. 
 
I want you to consider something. Have you ever thought about this? God could 
have kept Joseph out of jail, but He didn’t. He could have kept Daniel out of the 
lion’s den, but He didn’t. He could have kept the three Hebrew boys, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, out of the fiery furnace; but He didn’t. He could have kept 
Jeremiah out of the slimy pit, but He didn’t. He could have kept Paul from 
persecutions and from being shipwrecked and from being stoned; He even could 
have removed the thorn that was in his flesh, but He didn’t. He wanted them to go 
through something! And each one of those men became better because of what they 
went through. They knew God in a whole different way and a whole different level 
because of what they went through. And so He allowed them to suffer so that they 
could become better and not bitter. 
 
Paul even cried out to God. Three times he prayed and asked God to remove the 
thorn from his flesh, and God said, “Son, my Grace is sufficient for you.” In other 
words, God says, “Look here, I’m not going to heal you right now, because I want 
you to know another dimension of Me. I want you to know Me in a way you’ve never 
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known Me before.” And so He poured Himself out to Paul. Paul had never known. 
Here’s a man now who can’t do it in his own strength alone, and he has to depend 
on God. See, God said, “You’ve never know Me when you can do it yourself; now, you 
have to depend on Me.” So a lot of times God allows problems just to make it so that 
now you have to depend on Him. You have to depend on Him. 
 
I read a quote that I thought was good. It said, “You never would know God is all 
you need until you get in a place where God is all you’ve got” (laughing). I thought 
that was good (laughing). You’ll would never know God is all you need until you’re 
in a place where God is al you’ve got. And so a lot of times God will put your back up 
against the wall where you have no choice but to call on Him. You have no choice 
but to look to Him. You have no choice but to depend upon Him and to trust in Him. 
 
So God uses every problem. There is no problem that God wastes in our lives. He 
uses every problem. You know, there are even times when certain things happen to 
us and we don’t even realize at the time that God is doing it for our very good. It’s 
only later down the line in life that we can look back and then see what God was 
doing in our lives. There’s something wonderful and marvelous that God wants you 
to see through your adversities and problems and the circumstances you encounter 
in life, and we will be able to stand victorious and just count it all joy; just stand in 
our doorway and laugh and say, “Bring it on, World.  Bring it on” (laughing). 
 
Glory to God! Isn’t that good? That’s what Jesus said. He said, “In this world you’re 
going to have tribulations, but cheer up!” Same thing James said: “Count it all joy!”  
“I’ve already overcome this world, and because I’ve overcome it, you can overcome it 
too.” 
 
I’m out of time. I’ve got to stop right now, but I want to let all of you know that you 
can go to TheOnLineWord.com and hear this message free of charge. You can also 
put in No. 7218 and send this to a friend; just click on Send to a Friend, put in 7218 
and your friend’s email address and send this message to them right over the 
internet. And also, don’t forget to stop by VirtualChurch.com to see what God is 
saying to you today. 
 
Thank you for watching Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 


