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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word! Amen, amen, amen. We welcome those of you who join 
us by way of VirtualChurch.com; we also welcome you from TheOnLineWord.com 
and our television audience. Whether you’re listening by tape or by whatever means 
you are here with us today, we’re delighted to have you, and it’s a blessing, and I’m 
excited. Stay tuned for today’s message. 
 
I want to talk about problems. Do you have any problems in life? Have you ever had 
any problems in life? Well, I’m sure you have, and I want to share something with 
you today that will give you a better understanding of problems and help you to get 
through problems, powerful keys that Jesus gives us for how to handle problems. So 
stay with us for today’s message. 
 
Open your Bible, if you will, to the book of Isaiah, Chapter 38. I suggest one portion 
of a verse I want to open with there in Isaiah, Chapter 38. I’d like for us to just look 
at the first half of Verse 17; Isaiah, Chapter 38, Verse 17. This is Hezekiah speaking 
here, and he says something very profound concerning problems that I want you to 
take a look at. Isaiah, Chapter 38, Verse 17, let’s read that first part in unison. 
Ready? Read. “Behold, for peace, I had great bitterness.” Actually, my Bible reads, 
“Behold, for my own peace, I had great bitterness.” And I like this translation; this 
New English Version really makes it clear:  “It was for my own good that I had such 
hard times.” 
 
I want to use as the subject today “Purposeful Problems.” Say that with me, 
“Purposeful Problems.” I like the way that Hezekiah said that:  “It was for my own 
good that I had such hard times.” I want you to begin to look at problems 
differently, and I want you to understand problems. It took a great deal of maturity 
for Hezekiah to look back over his problems and begin to see the Hand of God at 
work in his life. Even though he went through a problem, through his maturity and 
through the insight that God gave him, he was able to see the Hand of God at work 
in his life for good, even in the middle of a problem. And so he looked back over his 
life and saw how God had brought good out of his problem, and that’s why he said, 
“It was for my own good that I had such hard times.” Now, that takes some 
maturity to say, “for my own good.” “It was for my own good that I had such hard 
times.” 
 
How many of you can remember those times where you were scolded by your 
parents, you got in trouble at school and you were in the principal’s office and they 
gave you a hard time, and now you look back and say, “It was for my own good” 
(laughing)? “It was for my own good that I had such hard times.” 
 
I like what this eight-year-old boy wrote: “If you’re not disciplined at home, you’ll be 
disciplined at school. And if you’re not disciplined at school, you’ll be disciplined in 
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the streets. And if you’re not disciplined in the streets, you’ll be disciplined in jail. 
And if you’re not disciplined in jail, times up! You’re in hell.” So what he was saying 
there is, it’s for our own good that we have such hard times. 
 
So when we’re having a hard time, when we’re growing up as young people and 
have a hard time with their parents, it’s for our own good. It’s for our own good. 
Only then we begin to understand how God deals with us as a parent deals with a 
child:  He allows hard times in our lives, and ultimately we find that it is for our 
own good. So then after we mature and after we go through some things and we 
come into greater understanding and greater insight and we begin to see the Hand 
of God that moved in our lives, we, too, like Hezekiah, can say, “You know, it was 
for my own good that I had such hard times.” 
 
So we’re talking about purposeful problems. God has a purpose behind every 
problem. I didn’t say He caused every problem; I said He has a purpose behind 
every problem. I don’t know if you realize this, but life is full of problems. Life is full 
of problems. Some of you had problems before you came here today, and some of you 
are going to have problems when you leave here today. Some of you have a problem 
waiting outside on your car right now (laughing). Some of you have a problem 
waiting for you to open that door when you get home today (laughing). Some of you 
have a problem sitting right next to you (laughing). Don’t look to your neighbors 
now (laughing). 
 
Life is full of problems. Somebody said that you are either in a problem, you just 
came out of a problem, or you’re on your way into one. So, life is full of problems. 
And since life is full of problems, God doesn’t waste these problems. He uses them. 
There are too many problems in life for God not to use them. It would be a waste:    
a waste of time; a waste of experience; a waste of your life. And so since life is full of 
problems, God uses problems! Turn to your neighbor and say, “God uses problems.” 
He uses problems, because life is full of problems. So God uses problems, and He 
doesn’t like to waste problems. He doesn’t waste any problem. Everything that 
comes into our lives that looks like a problem, God uses it. 
 
In the Will of God, if you’re a child of God, I’ll make this statement:  there are no 
accidents in life, only incidents in the Plan of God. Please understand that. There 
are no accidents, only incidents, because God uses problems. God uses problems. 
“Well, why does He use problems?” I’ll tell you. I’m afraid this is kind of bold, 
stepping up to say this. I would venture to say that God even uses problems more 
than He uses His Word. Now, I have to step back, so I won’t get slapped for saying 
that (laughing). Some of you are just saying, “What do you mean? He uses His 
Word.” That’s true, He uses His Word; but the reason I say that God uses problems 
to teach you and to build your character more than he uses His Word is because you 
face problems 24 hours a day, 7 days a week; but you’re not in His Word 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. So you’re faced with problems at every turn, and so at every 
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turn is an opportunity for God to use. So God uses those problems that you face all 
day, and every day you face those problems. God says, “This is an opportunity that 
I’ll use through this problem!” He actually uses the problem to teach His Word! He 
uses the problem to teach His Word. So that’s why I say He uses problems more 
than He uses His Word, because problems are all the time. You’re not in His Word 
all the time, but you’re in problems all the time! I mean, we face problems all the 
time, every day. Life is full of problems, and God uses these little incidents! He uses 
these to develop our character, to teach us. Problems really become a schoolhouse, 
and He uses every problem as an opportunity to build your character, to make you 
more like Him, to help you grow, to teach you something, to mature you, to bring 
you into a place of experience. He allows you to experience some things. You have to 
go through some things to ever know God in certain dimensions. 
 
So we need something undergirding us; we need some substance to us. And so God 
uses problems to build you, to make you sturdy, to make you steadfast, to build 
perseverance, to give you endurance, to give you strength, to build and mold and 
shape your character! And so God is able to use problems to make something out of 
us, to build something into us! So He uses all of these problems. Since they come all 
the time, He uses them as opportunities to always build our character. 
 
Turn, if you will, to the book of Romans, Chapter 5. Now, notice Hezekiah said, “It 
was for my own good that I had such hard times.” God taught Hezekiah something 
through his problem, and he said he learned so much and he changed so much, he 
looked back and was able to say, “It was for my own good.” Notice, now, God didn’t 
use a textbook to teach Hezekiah. He didn’t use the Old Testament Scrolls to teach 
Hezekiah. He taught Hezekiah through his affliction. And through his affliction, 
God taught Hezekiah a valuable lesson, and He began to mold and to shape and to 
build his very character! Hezekiah came out of it a new man! He wrote this after he 
had been healed of his affliction! He was sick unto death, and after he was healed, 
he looked back on his experience and said, “My God, it was for my own good that I 
suffered those things! Now, I understand what God wanted me to learn! Now, I 
know! Now, I see God and I see my life from a new perspective! I’ve changed; I’ve 
changed; I’ve grown! I’m more mature now!” Hezekiah was walking in pride prior to 
his sickness. But after he went through that, he learned a valuable lesson in 
humility. And God only could teach him that not through a text; He taught him 
through a problem. Turn to your neighbor and say, “There’s purpose in problems.” 
And so God uses problems. He uses problems for His Purpose, to develop our 
character. 
 
Look at Romans 5, Verses 3 and 4. Notice it says, “And not only so, but we glory in 
tribulations” -- I don’t think it would do any harm there to say “we glory in 
problems“ -- “knowing that tribulation,” or problems, “worketh patience.” Patience 
is the word perseverance, endurance. 
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Paul wrote to Timothy, and he said, “Endure hardness as a good soldier in Christ 
Jesus.” He’s letting him know, “You are going to have to go through some things,” 
and he said, “Endure it.” Notice he didn’t say, “Try to get out of it”; he said, “Endure 
hardness as a good soldier in Christ Jesus.” He said, “Timothy, pull up your boots 
and grab yourself by your bootstraps; you’re going to have to go through some 
things in life!” Now, here’s an experienced mentor teaching a young man starting 
off. He said, “You’re going to have to go through some things, and you might as well 
get ready to endure hardness.” He wasn’t telling Timothy how easy it was and what 
a flowerbed his life was; he said, “No, you’re going to have to endure hardness as a 
good soldier.” 
 
I mean, to be a soldier, how many of you know you’ve got to go through some things 
to be a soldier? Boot camp is not for everyone (laughing). Boot camp isn’t for 
everyone. I’m thinking about one of my wife’s cousins, and I hope he doesn’t watch 
this on television or he’ll  come get me. But one of my wife’s cousins went into the 
military when he was a young man; he was 17 or 18, just graduated from high 
school. He was going into military school, so we had a big party at one of her 
relative’s house and we were celebrating his going away. We were just having a 
good time. We were giving him words of encouragement and just sharing the last 
few moments before he departed and giving him wisdom and counsel as he went off 
to this military school. And, Man, he was all pumped up leaving the party. He got 
off to that military school, and one week later he was back home (laughing). I got so 
tickled, because we were all over there crying and sending him off and giving him 
all these long lectures and counsel and wisdom, and he was crying, taking it all in;  
and he was back home a week later… because he got there and realized he had to 
endure hardness, and he wasn’t ready for hardness. 
 
See, to be a soldier, you’ve got to go through hardness. And so Paul told Timothy, 
“Endure hardness.” And he used the analogy “like a good soldier.” It’s not easy. It’s 
not easy; you’ve got to go through some things. And so by going through things, God 
develops us! That’s why the military takes soldiers through boot camp. They’re 
trying to develop something there! They’re not trying to destroy them; they’re trying 
to make better men out of them. They go in there boys, and they come out men. 
Once they’re through that process of problems and challenges, they’re developed; 
they’re strengthened; they’re molded and sculpted. 
 
God uses that same analogy. You’re going to have to go through some things to 
really understand what faith is. To really understand what faith is, you’ve got to go 
through some things. When you realize you have nothing left but your faith, you 
have to go through some things. 
 
Notice it says here in Romans 5:3-4:  “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations,” 
or problems, “knowing that tribulation worketh patience.” We talked about 
endurance and perseverance there; but notice in Verse 4, “And patience experience.”  
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Did you know the word “experience” in the Greek is the word “character”? So he’s 
saying here that problems are going to work on your character. Problems work on 
your character. God uses problems to develop your character. He called it 
“experience,” but he’s really saying “character” there in the Greek. 
 
So, notice, every problem is a character-building opportunity that God uses, 
because, see, God is not so much concerned as to what is going on in your outside 
life; God is concerned about what’s going on inside of you. See, that’s your character. 
External circumstances are temporary; your character is forever. So God is not 
moved by these little problems. God is looking on the inside. God is looking at your 
character, because that’s going to stay with you. Problems come and go, and they 
change; your character is going to be there forever. And so God is working on 
character. God is building character. Notice that it’s through problems here that 
Romans 5, Verse 4, teaches us it works patience, which is perseverance and 
endurance, and then it builds character. So God is working on our character, even 
while we’re in problems. 
 
Do you remember the imagery that the Bible gives of God? It gives the image of God 
as a silversmith. And the Bible said that He refines us, He purifies us, as silver is 
tried into fire. That silversmith holds the precious metal into the fire until 
somebody asks the silversmith, “How do you know when the precious metal is 
pure?” And he said, “When I can see my reflection in it.” And so God holds it there 
in the fire until He can see His Reflection. The fire burns until it purifies. And so 
God is a Silversmith. He holds us in the fire until He can see His Reflection in us.  
See, He’s building character. 
 
That’s why a lot of people keep taking the same test. They keep going through the 
same problem, because they haven’t passed the test. God hadn’t developed the 
character that He was trying to get to you, and so God will keep letting you take the 
same test until you pass it. You wonder why you keep going through the same 
thing? Well, that’s the character test. God is holding you in a position; He keeps 
giving you the same test, and you keep flunking it. He says, “Well, that’s all right. 
We have all eternity. you can keep taking it” (laughing). God’s in no rush 
(laughing). God is in no rush at all; He’ll take as long as you want to take. But the 
Bible says, “God is like a refiner’s fire,” and so He holds us and He uses problems as 
the fire to purify us. 
 
So, problems will purify you. They will burn the mess right out of your life. I mean, 
you go through something bad enough, you’ll cut the foolishness and you’ll cut the 
sin out of your life. You don’t have time for sin. You’re trying to survive. You’re 
trying to find a way of escape. You’re trying to live. You’re trying to get out of this 
mess that you’re in; so all of a sudden, you will get holy. And so that’s why you find 
when people are in hard times, all of a sudden, they’ll show up in church. They 
haven’t been to church in 20 years; but you let the water get hot enough around 
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them, here they are, sitting down on the front row. We have people coming here 
that have been in gangs and gotten shot. They come in here. Man, they get shot? 
First place they go is to church, because they realize, “Maybe God is trying to tell 
me something.” So they’ll cut out the foolishness when they get in trouble. They cut 
that foolishness out. 
 
So, trouble is a refiner’s fire that God uses to purify us! He holds us in that fire until 
His Image is reflected in us -- until we start looking like Him and maturing and 
developing in our character -- and then God’s purpose is accomplished. 
 
So, you never know why God may have you in a situation. You have a stubborn 
spouse? God may be trying to develop your patience. He may be trying to develop 
your prayer life. God may be trying to teach you about the God kind of love, the kind 
of Love that loves a person who’s unlovable. And you wonder why you’re stuck with 
this spouse? Well, maybe God has you in school; you’re in training. You have this 
problem for a reason. Maybe God didn’t intend to hurt you, harm you or discomfort 
you; but since it’s there, God says, “I’ll go ahead and use that.” And so while you’re 
in the marriage and while you’re disgusted, God says, “Well, I’m going to teach you 
patience while you’re here. You’re going to learn how to forebear. You’re going to 
learn how to forgive. You’re going to learn how to overlook a fault. You’re going to 
learn how to love the unlovable. That’s the same Love I have.” So God uses these 
places in life that we call problems, and God uses them for His very own classroom. 
 
My next-door neighbor told me, “I prayed for 20 years before my husband accepted 
Christ Jesus.” She said, “20 years I waited, and prayed.” Well, now, that wasn’t 
God’s fault that it took 20 years; but God said, “Well, since it’s going to take           
20 years, I’ll use that time” (laughing). And God developed her:  her prayer life 
developed; her faith developed. I mean, she became a staunch woman of God, and 
now you can’t tell her that prayer doesn’t work. You cannot tell her that prayer does 
not work. You can’t tell her anything about faith, because she’s stood the test of 
time and, through that, God developed her, built her up, strengthened her and 
solidified her in her own faith through a problem that she would have gained in no 
other way. God uses different things to develop us in life as His very own classroom, 
even though we look at it as a problem. 
 
We’re talking about purposeful problems.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “We’re 
talking about purposeful problems,” God has a purpose behind every problem. You 
have a lack of money? Well, maybe God wants to teach you something about being 
faithful over little. Maybe He wants to teach you something. Maybe He wants to 
make you hungry, because when you’re hungry, you get creative and you start 
developing ideas. So a lot of times, God will let you get a little hungry (laughing). 
 
Trouble or problems will propel you; they’ll move you forward. And sometimes, God 
can only move you through problems. 
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One man told me, “I lost my job. As a result of me losing my job, over the years, I 
started my own business. Now, I make ten times what I was making when I had my 
job.” And he said, ”If I had never lost my job, I would have never ventured into my 
own business.” God used the problem for His purpose.  God used the problem. 
 
So God doesn’t waste any problem. And so, God uses a problem. He’ll lets you get 
laid off of your job so that you can realize your creativity and some talents. See, 
when you don’t have a job, you start looking for anything; so you start trying to 
figure out, “What else can I do?” You start trying different things, and so you’ll find 
different creativity you didn’t even know you had! You will find potential there that 
was lying dormant! And all of these things, God uses them. God uses them. He uses 
them for a purpose:  to unleash a new world of possibilities in our lives. 
 
I’m out of time, but you can go to TheOnLineWord.com and hear this message in its 
entirety, Message No. 7219.  You can also click on Send to a Friend, enter the 
message number, their email address, and you can send it to a friend right away.  
And please don’t forget to stop by VirtualChurch.com to see what God is saying to 
you today. 
 
Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
Amen, praise God! God uses problems for His Purposes.  Let me give you this one 
key, and we’ll close. When you’re in a problem, here’s one key that Jesus taught by 
illustration and through demonstration, and He basically taught this principle that 
when you’re in a problem, focus on God’s Purpose, not on your problem. Focus on 
God’s purpose and not on your problem. So when you’re in a problem, ask yourself 
this question:  “God, what is it You want me to learn as I go through this? “ You see, 
now you’re focusing on His Purpose; you’re not talking about the problem.  “God, 
what is it You want me to learn? God, use this to make me more like You. Use this 
to make me more like You.” 
 
And so now, you’re focused on God’s Purpose, and not your problem. Jesus did it 
when He was on the cross. When Jesus was on the cross, He didn’t focus on the 
cross; the Bible said, “He endured the cross, because of the joy that was set before 
Him.” He was looking at the Purposes of God. Jesus saw us; He saw His family, He 
saw us being able to be born again. He saw us coming into His family. He saw all of 
the people that would be saved and come into the family of God, and He saw the 
Covenant being reinstituted with mankind. He saw the love of God being 
consummated with man, and He saw all of these things. So the Bible said that for 
the joy that was set before Him, He endured the cross. He didn’t focus on the cross; 
He focused on God’s Purpose, and it carried Him through the cross. 
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So when you’re in your problem, focus on God’s Purpose, not your problem:  “God, 
what is it You want me to learn? This is not an accident; it is just an incident. You 
might not have sent it, but You will use it.” You’ll begin looking for the Purpose of 
God no matter what you go through. “God, what is Your Purpose? What is Your 
Purpose? What is it You want to teach me?  What is it You want me to learn?” 
 
So that’s the main key that I wanted you to learn. I had some more keys, but that’s 
the main one I wanted you to learn, and we’ll stop right there.  Just remember to 
focus on God’s Purpose, not on your problems. 
 
Give God a hand for His Word, we praise Him. Praise God. Praise God.  We thank 
God so much. Praise God. Let me hear it from all of you. 


