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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word! Amen, amen; amen. We welcome all of you that are 
joining us via VirtualChurch.com, TheOnLineWord.com and all of you joining us 
through our television ministry. We are excited and delighted to have you join us 
today. Stay tuned for today’s message; we’re doing the final message in the series 
we’ve been doing on problems in life and dealing with life’s difficulties and troubles 
in life. So I just want to share some things with you to give you God’s perspective on 
trouble and problems so that you can overcome, so that you can see God’s Greater 
Purpose at work in your life. So stay tuned to today’s message.  
 
Well, if you will, open your Bibles to the book of Psalms, Chapter 4. It’s Scripture 
we read before; but I really like it, because it brings out the essence of what we have 
been discussing in this series dealing with trouble, problems and difficulties in life. 
We can just read Verse 1 there, Psalms 4:1 -- when you get there, say “Amen.” 
Psalms, Chapter 4, Verse 1, let’s read that verse together in unison. Ready? Read. 
“Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness:  Thou hast enlarged me when I 
was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer.” Notice the middle part 
of that verse, ‘Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress.” Everybody say 
“enlarged”; everybody say ”distress.” Notice that he said, ”You have enlarged me 
while I was in my distress.” And so I want to talk today on the subject “Growing 
Through Life's Difficulties.” 
 
Notice he made the observation and realized that God was at work in his life, even 
in his difficult situation. He realized that God didn’t waste the opportunity; he 
realized that it was not a waste of his time; he realized that even though things 
appeared bleak at certain points, he later realized the Hand of God was at work in 
his life and God was growing him, enlarging him, and God was doing something to 
increase his life. So he made that statement. He said, “You’ve enlarged me in my 
distress,” and so when he came out, he realized he was better than when he went in 
(laughing). He says, “God, You were at work with me even when I was in my 
distress.” So even in our trouble, God does not waste those opportunities. God uses 
those opportunities for us to grow. He enlarges us. We come out better when we see 
it from God’s perspective. 
 
You should realize that God has a Purpose behind every problem; every problem. 
Problems can either stop you or they can stretch you, and you have to make up your 
mind which one you are going to allow them to do in your life. They can stop you or 
stretch you, stop you or stretch you; they can cause you to grow, or they can stunt 
you. So you have to make up your mind when you face difficulty in life, ”Am I going 
to use this opportunity to grow and allow God to enlarge me in my distress, or will 
this stop me,  cause me to go backward and cause me to withdraw?” So notice that 
problems will stop us or stretch us. I believe God wants us to grow through 
problems, He wants to develop us through problems. I found through studying this 
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that that’s really the Heartbeat of God dealing with difficulty in life:  that He wants 
us to grow, He wants to develop us, He wants us to mature. 
 
You don’t have to turn there; but James, Chapter 1, particularly in Verse 4 talks 
about allowing patience to have her complete work so that you will be made perfect. 
And, see, that word ”perfect” is “mature”; so that you will become mature, so that 
you will grow, in other words, so that you would develop. He says, ”Count it all joy” 
when you fall into these different tests, trials and trouble, knowing that they put 
patience to work. You’ve got to go through some things; but your endurance is going 
to increase, and it’s going to cause you to be made perfect, going to cause you to 
develop, going to cause you to grow. And so he said, Realize that you’re growing.” 
You are growing. Turn to your neighbor and say, “You’re growing when you go 
through difficult situations.” 
 
Most times, you know, we want to use our faith to get rid of a problem immediately. 
That’s what we prefer to do. “God, deliver me out of this.” We know about God’s 
delivering power, but we forget about God’s enabling power. I believe there is a 
Power where God will deliver you from something, but I also believe that there is 
enabling power where God will empower you to go through something! You are not 
going to be delivered out of every circumstance like you think. God’s wants you to 
grow, and the only way that you’re going to grow is to go through; so you go 
through, so you can grow through. So we’re not just going through, we’re growing 
through. Turn to your neighbor and say, “I’m not just going through, I’m growing 
through.” 
 
You know how sometimes people will stop and say, “How are you doing?” You say, “I 
am going through right now.” No, don’t say that any longer. Say “I am growing 
through, I am growing through, I am growing through, because whatever God is 
doing, God is at work in my life. You know, problems are inescapable. They’re not 
all sent by God, but they are all used by God. Some come from God, some come from 
the devil, and some just come from life. Life has problems of its own. I mean, we live 
in a fallen world where sin is prevalent, and just from the world we have trouble. 
Some problems are from life, some problems are from the devil, and then some are 
brought intentionally by God; but no matter the source of them, God uses them all 
for our growth and for our development. So God will allow us to use different levels 
of faith. There is one level of faith to believe God will deliver you; but there is 
another level of faith to believe God will enable you to strengthen you to go through 
life’s difficulties. 
 
So we have to go through some things, and in our going through is when God 
reveals His Strength and your weakness, and He reveals His Empowerment to 
enable Him to keep you as you go through, as you pass through the fire. Sometimes 
you have to pass through the fire. Turn to your neighbor and say, ”We pass through 
the fire.” You don’t stay in the fire, you pass through the fire (laughing). And that’s 
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when we come to know God in a whole new light. But it’s through problems that we 
grow. It’s through problems that God stretches us. 
 
You know, I am convinced of this one thing:  all of life is a test. All of life is a test, 
and God watches you every day. Whenever any circumstance pops up, any problem 
arises, God watches you to see how you are going to respond, because, see, it’s not 
really the problems that you have in life; it’s how you respond to them. And so God 
watches you dealing with people, dealing with problems, dealing with 
circumstances. I believe God uses those incidents as tests in our life. Life is a test. 
Life is a test.  
 
Just today, somebody said something to me that offended me, and so my initial 
reaction out of my flesh was to take offense to it, and I was offended. And I began to 
just kind of grumble on the inside of myself and stir up ill feelings and sort of 
retaliate by giving them the cold shoulder because they offended me in what they 
said. So I carried on like that for just a couple of moments, and then I could kind of 
feel the Holy Spirit prompting on the inside of me. I could hear Him saying, “Are 
you going to allow this to offend you and walk in immaturity, or are you going to be 
mature and not allow this offense to come, but you’re going to deal with it in the 
Love of God?” That arrested me, and I realized it was a test. So I quickly got rid of 
that offense and got over in the Love of God. Now, here I was, about to let one little 
statement just bend me out of shape for the whole day and build and harbor bitter 
feelings and all of these things were going to start developing. But I made a decision 
to walk in maturity. That’s what He wants; God wants us to grow. So God will allow 
you to encounter problems and sometimes He will allow you to encounter people 
with problems just to see, just to test you to see if you are going to be mature, if you 
are going to use it to grow. So God tests us. 
 
I believe all of life really is a test. Think about that. And when you look at life as a 
test, you’ll realize that nothing is insignificant. Everything you approach now has 
eternal significance, because God has given me a test! When you deal with a 
difficult situation, when you receive difficult news, what is your response? All of life 
is a test! It is a test. And God uses these things to develop us, to grow us, and He 
gives us every day an opportunity for growth. Turn to your neighbor and say, 
“Every day is an opportunity for growth.” Every day is. Every day is an opportunity 
for growth. 
 
I’ll never forget, my mother was on her way to deliver groceries to an elderly 
woman, and after she delivered the groceries and came back out to her car, she had 
a ticket on her car. This really just bent her out of shape, because she was saying, 
“God, here I am out here doing good, and you allowed me to get ticketed.” Well, see, 
now I believe God used that incident just to test her, just to see. 
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The Bible teaches that the devil will come to steal the Word. So the Bible has to 
teach us that one reason trouble comes is to steal the Word, to steal the Word. I 
believe the devil was using that to try to steal the Word out of her heart. God was 
using it to test her to see what she would do. So you have to be careful with every 
encounter. Realize, this is a test! 
 
When your husband is acting crazy, realize, “This is a test! What is my response 
going to be?” When your children are acting crazy, this is a test. When coworkers 
are acting crazy, when your mother is acting crazy, this life is a test. View life as a 
test, and it will change your response when you realize that nothing is insignificant 
when life is a test in God’s point of view. Life is a test. Life is a test. 
 
In the Bible, James teaches that when you pass the test, oh, that God has eternal 
rewards for you; every test you pass, Heaven takes note of every test you pass, and 
God has eternal reward for you when you pass the test. So I really believe that we 
grow through life’s difficulties. Life’s difficulties will propel you. I would almost say 
they’re like a trigger. Just the way you pull a trigger on a gun and it propels that 
bullet out of the gun, God can use problems in life as a trigger to propel us forward. 
 
We studied that Greek word, and that’s literally what it means:  to move us 
forward! And so trouble can be a trigger; it can trigger and propel us forward out of 
a place and get us going in our destiny, even when we have been in some very dire 
circumstances. There’s a particular testimony I remember hearing that was very 
powerful along these lines. It’s actually a pastor, and he said that one of the 
members of his church, a certain gentleman’s daughter was getting married, and 
the father came to the pastor and said, “I want you to go with me to the airport.” He 
said, “You have to see this cake that we ordered for my daughter’s wedding.” The 
pastor said, ”Okay, I’ll be glad to ride with you.” So he rode with him to the airport, 
and when he got to the airport and was there at the particular dock as the plane 
pulled up, the pastor said there was a little old lady that got off the plane, and she 
was out there directing them as they brought this huge, gigantic cake off the plane, 
a little old lady directing them. And the pastor said to the old woman, “Excuse me, 
do you work for this cake company?” She said, “Work for the cake company?” She 
said, “I am the company!” She let him know, “This is my company.” She said “I am 
the company!” He said when she said that, he could tell that she had a story, and he 
said, “Tell me your story.”  
 
She said, “It happened like this. When I was a young woman, I lost my husband. 
And when I lost my husband, I was bitter and I was distraught, didn’t know what I 
was going to do, because he was the bread earner in the home.” She said, “I really 
didn’t have any skills. I didn’t know what I was going to do. I was just heartbroken, 
and I was just praying for God to bring my husband back. I went on,” she said, “and 
I realized he wasn’t coming back.” She said, “I was just sulking and didn’t know 
what I was going to do to make ends meet for my family.” Then she said one day she 
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was sitting in a wedding, and she was feeling that as she just sitting at the 
wedding. When she was actually at the reception, she was still kind of praying on 
the inside, “God, give me something! What can I do to take care of my family? What 
am I going to do now? We’re in trouble. What are we going to do?” She said, “I don’t 
have any skills, there’s nothing I can do. What are we going to do?” And she said as 
she was eating the cake, she kind of said to herself, “This cake is awful; tastes like 
cardboard.” And she said the Lord spoke to her right at that point and said, “Why 
don’t you do something about that?” “Why don’t you do something about it?” He 
said, “You can cook.” He said, “Why don’t you start baking cakes for weddings?” And 
it was through that trial and through that problem, she eventually ended up owning 
a multimillion-dollar cake company, and she sells -- I mean, this was years ago; but 
at that time, she was selling her cakes for $15,000 apiece, and I’m talking years ago; 
I mean, that’s worth $20,000 or $30,000 today. But out of that problem, God 
launched her forward and propelled her into her destiny. 
 
Isn’t that something? Isn’t that something? So God uses problems; He uses 
circumstances. You know, when we look at it, it looks bleak and like there is no 
hope, God uses that to propel us forward. So, turn to your neighbor and say, 
“Trouble is a trigger. It propels us; it propels us forward.” It propels us forward. So 
God uses difficulties to test us. He uses difficulties to grow us, to develop us, to 
strengthen us and to mature us.  
 
You know, I began looking at some other things, I said, “Lord, what are some other 
reasons that You use trouble in our lives? What are some other Divine Purposes 
that You have for trouble?” I found this, and I like this one. Turn over to Psalms 
119, Psalms 119, Verse 67. Trouble is used to bring us back to God; trouble is used 
to bring us back to God. Notice here in Psalms 119, Verse 67, he says:  “Before I was 
afflicted, I went astray; but now have I kept Thy Word.” Notice that (laughing)? He 
said, “before I was afflicted, I went astray. But,” he says, “since I have been 
afflicted, God, I am keeping Your Word” (laughing). Trouble has a way of bringing 
us back to God. Some people wouldn’t have a prayer life if it wasn’t for trouble. 
That’s the only time God hears from them (laughing). So sometimes God has to stir 
up trouble to make us get on our knees! 
 
Another reason I found how God uses trouble, trouble is used to break us, to break 
us in life. And what I mean by “break”, I don’t mean to break you spiritually, but I 
mean to break the outer shell, the flesh, the selfishness, the pride, the arrogance, 
the rebellion against God. So God will use difficulty in life to break you, and 
sometimes it’s only in those broken moments that people will humble themselves 
and come to God. That’s the way God had to deal with Hezekiah. He dealt with 
Hezekiah, and when Hezekiah was broken, he humbled himself before God and 
made a change in his life. So God uses trouble to break us; He uses trouble to bring 
us back to Him, to humble us and to break the outer shell of the flesh when there is 
rebellion and arrogance and ego in certain things. 
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God also uses trouble so that we will depend upon Him. One thing God does not 
like, He doesn’t like a person who thinks they are independent, that they can make 
it through life without Him. So God uses trouble. 
 
Turn over to 2 Corinthians, and I will show you this one. In 2 Corinthians. I want 
you to notice, He uses trouble to force us to depend upon Him, 2 Corinthians, 
Chapter 1, look at Verse 9, which says, “But we had the sentence of death in 
ourselves; that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raises the dead.” 
Let me read that from another translation so you can understand that a little 
clearer. Notice this says, “We felt doomed to die and saw how powerless we were to 
help ourselves; but that was good.” Notice what He say; he says, “That was good.” 
He said, “We were doomed to die, we saw how powerless we were to help ourselves.” 
Then He says, ”But that was good!” He said, “It was good that we were brought to 
death’s door to realize how powerless we are, for then we put everything into the 
Hand of God, who alone could save us.” So trouble causes us to depend on Him. God 
wants you to depend upon Him 100%. He does not want us to be independent. So He 
will stir up trouble in our lives, so we can depend upon Him. 
 
Here’s another reason that God allows trouble and how He uses trouble in our lives. 
Turn over to the book of Philippians, the book of Philippians, Chapter 1. We are 
talking about growing through life’s difficulties. Philippians, Chapter 1 in Verse 12, 
says:  “But I would ye should understand brethren, that the things which happened 
unto me” -- now, he is talking about problems, and he is literally talking about his 
being in prison, his imprisonment. He said, “I would ye would understand brethren 
that’s the things which happened unto me have fallen out” -- that word “fallen out” 
is really “turned out” -- “they turned out rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel.” 
So, notice what he’s saying. Another translation says, ”The things that happened to 
me have really worked out where they were for someone else’s benefit.” By his going 
to prison, he was able to help other people that he would not have been able to help 
if he had not gone to prison. So he recognized the Hand of God even in his 
imprisonment, and he said, “This has happened to me to further God’s Purpose in 
someone else’s life!” So a lot of times you will find yourself having problems, and it 
may not even be about you! God may be putting you in a position so that you will be 
able to help somebody else. 
 
See, the ministry of compassion says when we’ve been through something, we are 
able to say to somebody else who’s going through that, “God brought me through 
this, and He will bring you through it, too.” See, so God will allow us to go through 
some things, just so we will be able to minister to somebody else. You can’t even 
minister to somebody if you haven’t been through anything yourself (laughing). And 
so He uses that as a ministry of compassion to others, so we are able to minister to 
others. So He doesn’t waste; God doesn’t waste any of our pain. 
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Well, we are out of time. Those of you watching by television, please go to 
TheOnLineWord.com, and listen to this message in its entirety, Message No. 7220. 
You can also click on Send to a Friend and email it to a friend. Don’t forget to stop 
by VirtualChruch.com and see what God is saying to you today. Thank you for 
joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! Amen, amen, 
amen. Amen, amen. Praise God. 
 
Let me leave you with this final thought. I had told you that when you are going 
through a problem to always focus on God’s Greater Purpose and not your problem. 
This is what Corrie ten Boom said. She said, “If you look at the world, you’ll be 
distressed. If you look at yourself, you’ll be depressed. But if you look at Christ, 
you’ll be at rest.” So always remember that. When you are going through trouble, 
going through a problem, don’t look at the problem; look at God’s Greater Purpose, 
what God is doing, what God is developing, what God is growing in your life to use 
to mature you, to develop you or even to benefit somebody else’s life. So always look 
at God’s Greater Purpose when you are going through that it is not just face value 
what you can see and feel at the moment; but God through this will use it for His 
Glory, and He will bring good out of anything that’s meant for evil. It may look like 
it is meant for evil to destroy you, but God is able to turn it around for good. He is 
able to turn it around for good. 
 
Joseph said when he was in Egypt, “You all sold me into slavery, but it was God 
Who sent me,” So he saw through; he saw the Hand of God providentially working 
through his circumstances, working His Purpose in his life. So the devil may tell 
you some things, but it will be God who will use it and turn it around for good to use 
for His purposes in your life. 


