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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 We welcome you today, those of you joining us by television, by 

VirtualChurch.com, TheOnlineWord.com, or by cassette tape, or 

any other means, we’re certainly delighted to have you join us 

today and we are blessed by your presence with us.  Stay tuned to 

today’s message.  I want to answer the proverbial question, “What 

is life?”  What is life?  So, please stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

 Open your Bible, if you will, over to the Book of James.  The Book 

of James.  The Book of James Chapter 4.  Book of James Chapter 

4.  When you get there say, “Amen.” 

 

 James 4:13-14.  James 4.  They are in the New Testament, Verse 

13 and Verse 14.  Let’s read those two verses together in unison 

there.  Ready?  Read. 

 

 “Go to now, ye that say, to day or to morrow we will go into such 

a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:  

Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow.  For what is 

your life?  It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and 

then vanisheth away.” 

 

 So, we want to just use as our subject today, “What Is Life?”  What 

is life?  These are people, they were making their own plans for 

life and James reminded them that God is in control of all life.  

How can you make your own plans without God?  And he said, 

“What is life?”  Life is just a vapor.  Life is fleeting.  Life is short, 

is temporary.  Life is here one moment and they can be gone the 

next moment.  It’s uncertain.  So, how can you balance life and 

you don’t even know what life is.  And so, he said, “What is your 

life?”  Because God is the giver of life and it is because of God that 

we have this gift of life.  Life is God’s gift to us and what we do 

with that life is that I give to God.  And so, he asked this question 

here, “What is life?”  An age-old question.  What is life? 

 

 Meaning, what is the true essence and the meaning of life?  One 

unknown author, he said, “Do more than just exist.  Live.”  Do 

more than exist.  Live.  But in order to live, we need to know what 

life is.  So, what is life?  Turn to your neighbor and say, “What is 

life?” 

 

Participants: What is life? 
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C. Elijah Bronner: What is life?  Those of you watching by television, what is life?  

Those of you tuning in at VirtualChurch, what is life?  Is it just 

going to your job and back home?  Day in and day out, repeating 

the cycle, slamming the alarm clock when it goes off, climbing in 

the bed, crawling at the end of the day and starting it all over 

again? 

 

 Somewhere in the middle of all of that, life exist.  And so, we’re 

asking, what is life?  What is life?  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

“What is life?”  What is life?  What is life? 

 

 I talked with a gentleman, a very wealthy gentleman and this is 

what he told me something about life.  He said, “When I finally 

was able to buy the things that I always wanted in life, I found 

out to my surprise that those things didn’t make me as happy as 

I thought.”  And he said, “In fact, the enjoyment I got from those 

things was very short-lived and I realized that I was really 

unfulfilled with those things after a very short period of time.” 

 

 And so, he made me realize that life is much more than just 

material possession.  It’s more than riches, it’s more than having 

money, it’s more than having investments and real estate, and 

owning properties and businesses. 

 

00:05:02 

 

 Life is more than wealth and what wealth can bring.  It’s more 

than that.  Life is more than that. 

 

 Jesus said over in the Book of Luke.  Turn over to the Book of 

Luke Chapter 12.  He runs into the same thing.  He’s just there 

to help a young man.  Notice in Luke Chapter 12.  Luke Chapter 

12.  One brother came to Jesus and he spoke out of the crowd and 

he said, “Hey!  I need some help.  My brother is trying to rip me 

off out of my inheritance and I need you to make sure I get what 

I’m supposed to get.”  Jesus looked at him and said, “Who made 

me the arbitrator in your little fuss?”  He said, “I’m not Jesus.  I’m 

not getting involved with that.” 

 

 And furthermore, Jesus discerned that this man had a spirit of 

greed.  “Covetousness”, He called it.  And he said Jesus begin to 

minister to him because it wasn’t that the man was slighted in 

his inheritance, covetousness means he wanted more.  He was 
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greedy.  He wanted more.  Somehow, he felt like his brother has 

born.  He wanted more of those material possessions and Jesus 

dealt with him and Jesus let him know, He said, “Hey!  Guard 

yourself of covetousness, greed, possession of things.”  And He 

goes on there, in Verse 15 and He said something about life.  He 

said, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life 

consisteth not in the abundance of things which he possesses.” 

 

 So, Jesus said, “These things you’re going after, that’s not going 

to give you life.  You’re not going to find fulfilment and 

satisfaction just because you’re getting more stuff.  Instead you 

would never be satisfied.  You can never satisfy a spiritual need 

with material things.  You can’t do that.  That’s called 

materialism.  When you seek to satisfy spiritual needs with 

material things, that’s materialism and you will use people to get 

things instead of using things to love people.” 

 

 And so, Jesus said, “That is not life.  Life doesn’t consist in how 

much stuff you have.  Life doesn’t consist in the abundance of 

things.”  So, Jesus said, “That is not life.”  That is not life.  What 

is life?  What is life? 

 

 Notice in Verse 19, Jesus gave a parable there and He continued 

teaching.  Verse 19.  He tells about this parable of a rich man who 

stored up all of his wealth and filled his barns and it was so much 

stuff coming out of his barn and he said, “I know what I’ll do.  I’ll 

tear these down and build greater barns to store up for my life, 

just to take care of my life.”  And notice in Verse 19 what he said.  

He said, “And I will say to my soul, thou hast much goods.”  

Notice.  He’s trying to satisfy and fulfill his soul with material 

things.  And he said, “Look.”  He said, “And I will say to my soul.”  

He’s trying to satisfy a hunger in his soul with material things 

and you can’t do that.  And he said, “I will say to my soul.”  Look, 

you’ve got a lot of stuff.  You got so much that could last you for 

years, not knowing that he could not satisfy his soul with material 

things. 

 

 And Jesus begin to teach that this man had missed the meaning 

of life and He said, “Thou fool, this night thy soul is required of 

thee.”  Jesus say, “You make three assumptions.  Number one, 

you assume that material things could satisfy your soul.  Number 

two, you assume that your material things would last for years.”  

And He said, “Number three, you assume that you would live long 
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enough to enjoy.”  And He said, “You fool, you got to answer before 

me this night.”  He let him know that is not life.  That is not life. 

 

 Turn to your neighbor and say, “What is life?” 

 

Participants: What is life? 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: What is life?  Life consist not in the abundance of things.  Not in 

the abundance of things.  We were at a cookout a few weeks ago 

that the church did in the community and we were doing outreach 

minister to those who came dine and wanted something to eat. 

 

00:10:03 

 

 And there was one gentleman that came by and he had gotten his 

plate and he had been eating.  And then, he came back and he 

said, “Can I get one of those Coca-Colas over there?”  And Brother 

Adams took that opportunity to minister to him.  Brother Adams 

said, “I have drink that I can give you that you will thirst no 

more.”  And James leaned over to me and he said, “Look like that 

man want to see you right now.  I’ll just take the Coca-Cola right 

now.” 

 

 See?  That man wanted to satisfy his material life.  He didn’t want 

to get the real life and that he say -- he said, “A Coca-Cola would 

do me just fine right now.”  He said, “We’re talking about that 

other stuff a little later.”  Material things will not satisfy your 

soul.  So, Mr. Adams was trying to let him know, “I have 

something that will satisfy your soul.”  I have something that will 

satisfy your soul. 

 

 So, what is life?  What is life?  It’s not in material things.  I read 

an interesting article and this article was about the seven 

wealthiest men in the world back in 1923.  It was the seven 

wealthiest man in the world and they’ve got together and met.  

They had a meeting at a hotel in Chicago and there were seven of 

them.  And these men were so rich and so powerful that between 

the seven of them, they had more wealth, more money than all of 

the money that was in the U.S. Treasury at that time.  So, these 

were the wealthy men from around the world. 

 

 And here’s interesting what the article pointed out.  “They had all 

of this wealth, but here’s how they ended up in life.”  And I want 

you to hear this.  Seven of them, wealthiest men in the world.  
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Two of them died broke.  Two more of them were released from 

prison so they could die at home.  Three of them committed 

suicide.  And that’s all the seven.  Out of the seven, three 

committed suicide, two went to prison, two died broke, and these 

were the wealthiest men in the world in 1923. 

 

 So, what is life?  It’s a lot more than wealth, a lot more than 

money.  Those things can only give certain fulfillment on a 

material level, but they cannot satisfy the soul.  That is not life.  

Those things are fleeting.  They will not last. 

 

 Here is something that (00:13:01) in the Book of Ecclesiastes, 

Book of Ecclesiastes, that studies a little bit from the wisest man 

whoever lived and here’s a man with the wisdom of God resting 

on his life and he’s also a man who would’ve had everything and 

had done everything.  And so, in his elderly years of life, he looks 

back and this is when he pinned the Book of Ecclesiastes.  And so, 

he writes this writing a little different than his other writing 

when he was young and strong, and bold, and brave. 

 

 Now, he is an aged man and he have seen the error of his ways.  

This is after he’s been through, thousand different women and 

disobeyed God, and was carried away after his own lust and 

worshipped other gods and he had so much money, and he was 

the wealthiest and the wisest man that ever lived.  He had so 

much wealth that they couldn’t even count all of his money.  They 

had to consider the silver as worthless and he just piled it up 

behind the palace, silver dome.  They had a silver dump behind 

the palace and it’s just too much to count.  It would take too much 

staff and time to count the silver because he had so much of the 

wealth.  They counted it worthless and just pile it behind the 

palace.  That’s what you call loaded.  That’s what you call being 

loaded. 

 

 And so, he had all of these things.  He’s the wisest man that ever 

lived, the wealthiest man that ever lived, and yet when he writes 

the Book of Ecclesiastes, he began to pin some things about life 

and he gives us some key, some secretes to really what life is.  And 

one thing he does, first, he tells us what life is and he begin -- he 

uses one word and that word is “vanity”.  And he begins to list 

worldly, “Success and achievement, all of that is vanity. 

 

00:15:04 
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 He begins to list fame and fortune.  All of that is vanity.  I had all 

of those things.  He said, “I’ve been there and done that.”  I’ve got 

a t-shirt and a bag of chips to show you.  And so, he said, “All of 

that is vanity.  I have some money.  I have the fame.  I have the 

success, suggestions, the power.”  And he kept saying one thing.  

Vanity.  Vanity.  All is vanity. 

 

 But here’s what he said and I poured two or three things, keys 

that he gave about life and this is what he said that really matters 

in life.  Number one, value and cherish, and enjoy, and strengthen 

relationships with those you love while you have the chance.  

Value, cherish, enjoy, and strengthen the relationships with those 

you love while you have the chance.  This is what he said and he’s 

teaching exactly what life is. 

 

 You never heard somebody on the deathbed saying, “I wish I had 

spent more time at the office.”  When people on their deathbed, 

you what they are saying?  “Bring me my children.  Gather my 

children.  I wish I had spent more time with them.  I wish I had 

spent more time with you.”  Relationships come to the forefront.  

When you prepare to leave this life, relationships all that matter.  

Relationships are the basis of life.  Relationships.  Relationships.  

Relationships. 

 

 Turn to your neighbor and say, “Value relationship.” 

 

Participants: Value relationship. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Value, cherish, strengthen and enjoy relationships with those you 

love while you have the time. 

 

 I remember a few years ago, we had a young lady.  She was a 

member of this ministry and she passed.  Went home to be with 

the Lord.  And it was very interesting because she had a big 

family.  She had about 10 brothers and sisters and they all live 

around the country and they all converged here for her funeral, 

and I talked with a couple of her family members as they were 

mourning the loss of their sister.  And they said to me, “It is a 

shame here we are brothers and sisters.”  And they said, “It took 

this death to bring us together.” 

 

 They said, “We haven’t seen each other and we haven’t all been 

together at one time in 10 years.”  Ten years.  They said, “We were 

all so busy doing our own thing.  We were spread out and 
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everybody was going where we’re trying to make it and they were 

trying to get established and do this and do that.  Everybody was 

so after their career and after making something out of their self, 

and after success, and we were all scattered around doing our own 

thing.  And here, our own sister and we didn’t even come together 

and it took her death to bring us together and it’s a shame.” 

 

 Ten years, they told me they had not been together as an entire 

family at one time.  See?  Value what’s important.  This is what’s 

Solomon was teaching.  Value and cherish, strengthen 

relationships.  Relationships.  When is the last time you valued 

relationships?  And we will begin even in your own home.  When 

is the last time you just slowed down to say, “I love you and I 

appreciate you, and I just want to spend some time with you”? 

 

 We’re so busy.  Everybody has their own schedule.  Some 

husbands and wives don’t even see each other because one is 

working the morning shift and the other working the night shift.  

So, by the time one gets home, the other is on the way out the 

door.  And so, life is just passing by.  So busy, you can’t enjoy the 

kids and we’re too busy. 

 

00:20:01 

 

 We’re always doing something.  Then, we have siblings maybe in 

other cities haven’t been spoken to, haven’t been visited.  We have 

parents, grandparents we haven’t been to see, haven’t spent time 

with. 

 

 Listen.  Life is short.  Life is a vapor.  James told us, it’s a vapor.  

It’s uncertain.  It can be here one minute and gone the next 

minute.  So, Solomon teach us, take advantage of life’s 

relationship while you have the opportunity.  Cherish them.  

Value them.  Spend time with one another.  That was really 

important in life.  You can make a buck another day, but how 

many opportunities do you have to sit on the front porch wrought 

in rocking chair with your grandmother?  Huh?  Value 

relationships. 

 

 I remember my father in the latter part of his life, my wife and I, 

we had taken him on a trip and we spent a few days and he was 

staying in one hotel and we were staying on another.  And I 

remember we were in his room one night and he sat there and he 

was just sharing from his heart to me and my wife.  And me and 
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my wife, we were ready to get out on the town and do some stuff.  

We are ready to get out and go to the movies and we are ready to 

get out and do some stuff.  And so, I’m just -- my dad go there 

(00:21:38) in his mouth and I’m kind of looking at my wife like, 

“Dad, we got to go.”  We’re ready to go. 

 

 But the Holy Spirit spoke upon inside of me and said, “No, value 

this time.  You don’t know how long your father has left in this 

Earth.  Value this time.  The foolishness you’re trying to go do, 

you can do anytime, but you have the wisdom of your father 

speaking to you right now.  Take the time and reverence, and 

honor, and value him.”  And we sat right there and the Holy Spirit 

just -- something came all over me and I begin to just listen 

intently and I begin to just fill out with love for my father and to 

thank God for this time I had to share with my father. 

 

 Sometimes, we’re too busy.  We’re too busy.  Too busy for what?  

And then, that’s why people fall out at funerals, because they 

know they didn’t do what they were supposed to do while that 

person was living.  And now, they are full of regret and they fall 

out because they didn’t take the time to do simple things that the 

Bible teaches like value and cherish those that you love.  What is 

life?  Life doesn’t consist in the abundance of things.  It’s 

relationships.  It’s relationships. 

 

 Here is something else Solomon talked.  Do things that matter, 

that really matter to you while you have the chance.  And I’m 

speaking in terms of pursuing your dreams.  And so, he says, “Go 

forth while you have the chance.”  In other words, don’t get to the 

end of life and had wished that you had done something.  He said, 

“No, pursue while you have the chance.”  So, go for your dreams.  

Use your God-given talents while you have the chance.  Don’t get 

old and be with one foot in the grave saying, “I wish I had a played 

the violin more.”  No, use your God-given talents.  Pursue your 

dreams.  I mean, you might need to take a trip.  Go somewhere 

you’ve always wanted to go. 

 

 And so, he says, “Take the time to do that.  Make sure you take 

the time to do that.”  To, use your God-given dreams and your 

talents while you have the chance.  Go somewhere you’ve always 

wanted to go.  Do something you’ve always wanted to do that God 

put in your heart.  Do that while you have a chance. 
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 Remember, life is but a vapor.  And if you’re not careful, it will 

pass you by and there would be things you wish you had done but 

you never got around to doing.  And so, he says, “Do those things 

to keep from ending up having regret at the end of your life.”  So, 

he’s trying to keep you from getting to the end of your life and 

regretting, wondering what if I had tried, what if I had done it, 

what if I had used or stepped out and used some of my gifts and -

- 

 

00:25:11 

 

 I’ve always felt like I can draw.  What if I had gone to an art 

college and took my skills and sharpen them?  What if maybe I 

could have been a professional singer?  Maybe -- what if.  What if.  

So, never ever -- he said, “Don’t end your life with regrets.”  That 

was a doctor and this doctor was a businessman, and he said he 

was a businessman all of his life and he sold his business at age 

50, and he said at age 50, he had always wanted to be a doctor 

and guess what.  He did it at age 50.  He did it and he said when 

he did it, he felt so alive again.  He felt like he has been born 

again.  Again, we’re out of time. 

 

 Thank you for watching and tuning in with us today.  You can go 

to the OnlineWord and type in Message 7224 and you can click on 

the “Send to A Friend” link and you can send this Message 7224 

to a friend.  You can listen to it there and type it there absolutely 

free of charge.  And don’t forget to stop by VirtualChurch.com to 

see what God is saying to you today. 

 

 Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word because brother, you 

need the word. 
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