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C. Elijah: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen.  Amen.  Praise God. 

 

 We welcome you also from VirtualChurch.com and 

TheOnlineWord.com, television of course, by tape, cassette, 

whether you’re listening in your car, wherever you might, we 

welcome you today and we are delighted to have you.  Stay tuned 

to today’s message.  We’re talking about the real meaning and the 

essence of life, the real purpose and the meaning and essence of 

life.  So stay with us and you’ll be richly blessed. 

 

 What is the real meaning and the purpose and the essence of life?  

Now I want to use today as a subject, “Life 101.”  Life 101.  I 

believe there are lessons that the Bible give us and I believe that 

life is not supposed to be a mystery.  Isn’t it a shame to come here 

on this earth to have lived and existed and to have died and to 

have never known what life is?  Wouldn’t that be a shame?  A 

waste?  And I believe that life is not meant to be a mystery, but I 

believe God wants to us know the real meaning, the real essence 

and the real purpose of life living, what we’re here for. 

 

 I had a young man called me early this morning, even before I got 

out of bed just about.  He said, “I heard you were teaching on the 

purpose of life.”  He said, “Tell me what life is because I need to 

know.”  This man is almost 40 years old, he has no clue to the 

purpose or the meaning of life.  And I said, “Don’t feel bad.  I didn’t 

know either.”  And I said, “We’re not the only ones that didn’t 

know.  There are a lot of people who don’t know.”  And they're 

wondering through life without meaning, without purpose, just as 

I was, myself, until God arrested me and let me to study this and 

to find.  And I’m grateful to God that He begin sharing what life 

is and what’s the true meaning and the lessons and essence of life 

and the purpose of life. 

 

 But I could hear a quest that was in his voice.  He said, “I need to 

know what life is” and that quest is in the heart of so many people 

around the world.  He wasn’t the only one with that quest, that 

hunger, the thirst of the purpose of life.  Life can feel so, like 

you’re just drifting through it without purpose.  Death is not the 

great tragedy, life without purpose is.  And so what is this 

purpose?  What is the essence?  What is this meaning of life?  And 

so today we’re in Life 101 to get the basics, I believe of the 

meaning, the purpose and the essence of life. 
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 I spoke with another young man, probably this has been maybe a 

month ago, and this is what he told me.  And this is even before 

my mind got on the subject of life.  He’s a young man in his 30s 

and so forth.  He said, “My parents taught me to get a good 

education and once I get education, to get a good job with a big 

company and stay in that work 30 years and then retire.  And 

they told me that that was the sum total of life.” 

 

 But he says, “Somehow, I’m not satisfied with that.”  He said, 

“Somehow --” He said, “The fact that won't even work today 

because companies are laying off and they’re downsizing and 

there are mergers going on.”  He said, “You can't even work 30 

years in one company any longer.”  So he said, “That has thrown 

me off of my equilibrium.  I thought I had the answer to life was 

just get an education to get a job.  Work 30 years and then retire 

and I would have fulfilled life’s purpose as I was told by my 

parents.”  But he said, “That’s no longer possible with the shake 

up in the economy and the changes in the marketplace.”  So he 

said, “Now I’m at a crossroads and now what is life?  What is life 

now?  What is life now?” 

 

 Isn’t something that we become so preoccupied with making a 

living, paying bills, reaching for success as if these things are the 

points of life, as if they’re the major point of life, but they aren’t.  

They are not.  And thank God, God revealed in His word the 

purpose and the meaning, the essence of life. 

 

00:05:05 

 

 Listen to this, a young man in his 20s, he wrote this.  He said, “I 

feel like a failure because I’m struggling to become something and 

I don’t even know what it is.”  I feel like a failure because I’m 

struggling to become something I don’t even know what it is, 

without purpose, life has no meaning. 

 

 Here’s something interesting.  A researcher and he was 

researching this subject of what is life and he says the question 

out to a group of scholars and philosophers asking them, “What is 

life?”  So maybe he can get all the answers back in and compile 

an answer to the meaning and the purpose of life.  And some of 

them sent responses back and they admitted.  They said, “We’re 

merely guessing.  We’re not sure ourselves.”  Others responded 

and said, “Frankly we don’t know.  In fact, when you find out, 

please let us know what life is.” 
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 This great mystery of life, life has many metaphors that we’ve 

been given.  Life is a deck of cards and you have to play the hand 

that you’ve been dealt.  Life is a carousel, sometimes you’re up, 

sometimes you’re down, sometimes you go round and round.  Life 

is a battle, you must fight.  Life is a race and you must run.  Life 

is a song and you must sing it.  Life is symphony and you must 

listen.  Life is a puzzle, you must solve it.  Life is a journey, you 

must travel it.  Life is a party, you must attend.  And life is a game 

and you must play.  What is life?  Life 101, what are the basic 

meaning?  What is the essence?  What is the purpose of life? 

 

 Open your Bibles to the Book of Ecclesiastes, Ecclesiastes 

Chapter 1.  Ecclesiastes Chapter 1:3.  Ecclesiastes Chapter 1:3.  

Notice there and read with me.  Ecclesiastes Chapter 1:3, read in 

unison with me, ready?  Read.  “What profit hath a man of all his 

labor which he taketh under the sun?”  Now when he refers to 

“under the sun” he’s referring to “in this life.”  Under the means 

in this life.  And so he’s saying, “What profit?”  Now the word 

“profit” in the Hebrew text is the word “yitron.”  That’s the word 

profit in the Hebrew text, and the word “profit” means “value.”  

What is the real lasting value? 

 

And so what he’s trying to find out, “What is the yitron of life?”  

What is the real lasting value of life?  What is it?  What is it?  And 

he went on a quest to answer this question.  And not only did he 

want to know what it is, he also wanted to know, “Can it be found 

in this life?  Is there anything under the sun that has real lasting 

value?  Profit, yitron, is there any yitron in this life under the sun?  

What is yitron and is there any to be found?” is what he’s saying.  

Is there any lasting value to life?  Any lasting value?  Any yitron?  

Any real profit under the sun?  And if so, can it be found?  What 

is it?  And can it be found? 

 

And he went on a quest.  This is Solomon.  He went on a quest to 

search out and to prove out for himself if there was any yitron, 

any real value in life.  And this is what he did.  He went through 

every stage of life to test it, to see if there was any real value in 

it.  And the first test he did, he said, “I’ll see if there’s any value 

in enjoying the pleasures of life.” 

 

00:10:06 

 

And he said, “I’ll just enjoy myself.  I’ll just take it easy and I’ll 

enjoy all the pleasures of life to see if there’s any value.”  And he 
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just kicked back by the pool.  Got a strawberry (00:10:21) and he 

laid there day after day just enjoying the pleasures of life.  But 

after a while, the problem was he said, “I feel lazy.”  He said, “I 

feel worthless.  I don’t feel like I’m accomplishing anything.”  And 

so as a result, this is no value.  He said, “This isn’t it.  No yitron 

in this.” 

 

Then he said, “I’ll do the opposite.  I’ll do the opposite.  I’m going 

to work real hard.  I’m going to out for accomplishments.  I’m 

going to build things and I'm going to work all the time.”  And 

then he said, “That don’t make any sense either.  Because now I 

don’t have any time to enjoy what I’ve been working for.”  And he 

found himself in a continual dilemma as he’s looking for the yitron 

of life, the real lasting value of life. 

 

Then he said, “I’ll try wealth and I’ll amass great wealth and I’ll 

try to find lasting value in wealth.  And I’ll create and accumulate 

wealth and riches untold.”  But then he said, “That doesn’t make 

any sense either because I got to die, leave this stuff.”  I can't say 

any other way.  He said, “I can build all this stuff and create all 

this wealth.”  And he said, “I can’t take one dime with me.”  And 

then he said, “The person I’ll leave it to might be a fool.”  So he 

said, “That’s not, there’s no value.  There’s no yitron in my 

wealth.” 

 

And then he said, “I’ll try wisdom and I go after knowledge and 

I’ll search for knowledge and I’ll go after wisdom and knowledge 

and see if there’s any lasting value, a yitron in knowledge and 

wisdom.” He said, “That works for a while.”  But he said, “I came 

to this conclusion.  As wise as I am, you can take a fool.”  And he 

said, “When we both die, we’ll be both be just as dead as one 

another.  It’s no use.”  Because he said, “We’re both going to be 

dead.”  So even his wisdom, he said, “There’s no lasting value.” 

 

And what he saw was everything that the world considers as 

valuable, he saw no lasting value, no yitron, no real lasting 

worthwhile satisfaction, something that would last.  And then he 

finally said, “Life didn’t make sense.”  And he poured (00:13:18) 

said, “Doesn’t make sense.” 

 

There’s an atheist who said these words, “Without God, life makes 

no sense.”  And that’s what Solomon began to see.  Without God, 

life makes no sense.  He was looking for something that had 

yitron, lasting value.  And he realized after looking below the sun, 
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there was nothing that had it and he realized, real life is above 

the sun.  And he realized, he got to go above the sun to find God 

and God is eternal.  God is everlasting.  There’s value that will 

never diminished and he said, “I found it.  I got it.  I got yitron.  I 

found.  I found eternal value.  I found something that will last.”  

He said, “Fear God.  Fear God and keep His commandments.  

That’s what the value of life.  That’s what the meaning of life is.”  

And so now (00:14:37) and he saw the purpose of life was all 

wrapped up in God.  The purpose of life was all wrapped up in 

God, was that God brought meaning to life.  God brought purpose 

to life.  And very simply he said, “Fear God, keep His 

commandments.” 

 

00:15:00 

 

He shared some very simple things about life, “Fear God, keep 

His commandments.”  Same thing Jesus says.  Jesus said, “Love 

God, love your neighbor as yourself.”  Only two things you needed. 

 

Solomon says, “Fear God, keep His commandments.”  Well, what 

are His commandments?  Jesus said, “All the commandments are 

fulfilled in one word.  Love thy neighbor as thy self.”  So Solomon 

was saying, “Fear God, love your neighbor as yourself.”  He said 

the same thing.  Jesus picked up on the same wisdom and the 

same truth.  Jesus says, “Love God, love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  Solomon says, “Fear God, keep His commandments.”  

What are His commandments?  Jesus said, “Look at me and I said 

fulfilled in one word, love thy neighbor as thyself.”  They said the 

same thing. 

 

Life is all about relationship.  It’s all about relationship.  Life is 

all about relationship, relationship with God.  Relationship with 

God is what life is all about, relationship with God.  See, that’s 

eternal.  That has lasting value.  Your relationship with God, all 

the prayer time you put in and all the Bible study you put in, 

that’s eternal.  You’ll never lose that.  That’s relationship with 

God, that’s eternal.  That’s eternal, relationship with God, and 

relationship with your fellow men. 

 

That’s all Solomon had said, “Love God and love people.”  That’s 

putting it very simple.  All you got to do if you want the lasting 

value of life, you want yitron, eternal life, real life, love God and 

love people.  Isn’t that simple?  Love God and love people and you 

have found the meaning, the purpose and the true essence of life.  
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Love God and love people.  Love God and love people.  Love God 

and love people is the true value of life. 

 

You know when you die, when you die, Jesus is not going to ask 

you where you went to school.  He’s not going to ask you where 

you work.  He’s not going to ask you how much money you made.  

He’s not going to ask you what awards you won.  He’s going to 

say, “Whom did you help?  Who did you tell about me?”  See, those 

are eternal things and this is what Solomon says, “You need to 

put your life in eternal things, eternal things.”  And so here’s some 

things, if you want purpose and meaning in your life, share Jesus 

with someone.  That’s eternal.  You’ll never lose that.  That’s 

lasting value.  Share Jesus.  Share Jesus. 

 

The Apostle Paul, what he said about that, the Apostle Paul said 

this in Acts 20:24 in a different translation, he said, “My life is 

worth nothing unless I use it for doing the work assigned me by 

the Lord and that’s telling others the good news about God’s love.”  

He said his life was worthless unless he was using it for what God 

gave him.  So if you want real purpose and meaning and life, get 

involved in carrying out the purposes of God in your life.  That’s 

what life is.  That’s what Solomon found out.  Life is getting 

involved with the purposes of God and carrying them out.  Jesus 

says this over in the Book of Luke Chapter 12, Jesus was teaching 

on life.  He said, “A man’s life doesn’t consist in the abundance of 

things.”  And He went on teaching and he said, “Take no salt for 

your life.”  He’s teaching on life.  Take no salt for your life.  Then 

He says, “Life is more than me, more than food.  Life is more than 

food, I’m going to leave to eat.”  No, how many are going to eat up, 

after you leave here? 

 

No, Jesus said, “Life is more than food.  Life is more than food” 

and He was trying to close them in on something.  Life is more 

than food.  You remember when the disciples had gone to get some 

food and they came back and they asked Jesus if He wanted some?  

He said, “I have food that you know not of.”  Jesus was saying, 

when He got involved with carrying out the purposes of God, that 

satisfied His soul more than food satisfies your body. 

 

00:20:12 

 

Jesus kept in to the real meaning, the purpose and the essence of 

life, and when he saw walking around and involved Himself in 

the purposes of God, He said, “This is so satisfying and so 
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fulfilling that my soul is satisfied more through the purposes of 

God than your body is through you consuming food.” 

 

So that’s why He said, “I have food that you know not of.”  Life is 

more than food.  Food benefits your body, but when you tap into 

the purposes of God, it will satisfy your soul.  It will satisfy your 

soul.  You want to know why you’re here?  You’re here to serve 

God.  You are here to serve God.  You are here to love.  You are 

here to reach out to others.  Life without love is worthless.  Love 

is the essence of life.  You’re to love God and you’re to love your 

neighbor.  You’re to love relationships are the basis of life and 

then working for God, serving God.  In your ministry in the 

church, serve God, serve the believers in the ministry that serves, 

but then go to world and serve God in your missions to 

unbelievers.  Wherever you go, you tap into and you get hooked 

up to the purposes of God in your life and you will find that your 

life takes on meaning and purposes, and then you’d know why 

you’re here. 

 

When God uses you, our lives are going to be (00:21:46) to say, 

“God, you reap for your purpose.”  When you wake up in the 

morning, this ought to be your prayer, “God, I want to love you 

today and I want to love your people.”  So life is all about loving 

God and loving His people.  That’s what life is all about.  This is 

yitron.  This is what’s Solomon spend his life, the following years 

of his life, he filled his life to find yitron, the true value of life.  

This life goes beyond the graves and that’s what Solomon 

realized, it doesn’t stop in that grave, but there’s life as eternal.  

It’s eternal.  It goes on, it never ends.  It’s eternal.  He realizes, 

Solomon realizes this.  That’s why he said, “I found.  I have 

something that will never end.  I got something that will go over 

for me.  I got something that will be with me throughout eternity.  

I found the yitron.  I found the value of life.  I found the value 

life.” 

 

When you tap into the purposes of God, for your life, you find the 

value of life, the meaning of life.  You will know why you wake up 

every morning.  You will know, that’s your life it’s just not going 

to work and back home, going to work and back.  You are here on 

purpose, for purpose, for God’s purpose and when you tap into the 

purposes of God, you’ll find the meaning and the essence of life. 

 

This past Sunday at our men’s ministry, as we got wrapped up, 

about to leave, a gentleman came in off the streets and he was 
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dirty, he smelled and he asked to see me.  He came over to me and 

he asked me for four things.  He said, “I need prayer.”  He said, “I 

need something to eat.”  He said, “I need some clothes.”  I said, “I 

need bus fare.”  I immediately began checking off each one of the 

things he asked me for.  We went and got him food and gave him 

a bus fare.  I prayed with him.  But I had one problem.  I went to 

Mr. Cotton.  I said, “Mr. Cotton, do we have any clothes here in 

the church I can give him?”  Mr. Cotton said, “We got none but 

sweaters.” 

 

 I said, “Sweaters?  It’s 80 degrees outside.  He doesn’t need a 

sweater.  He need something to wear now.” 

 

I went out to my car and I opened my trunk just to see perhaps 

anything might be there.  Low and behold, I had a pair of Tommy 

Hilfiger slacks and a shirt.  I said, “Tommy Hilfiger.”  And my 

first impulse was, “It’s just my trunk” and I ran back in the church 

and keep looking for some more clothes.  I said, “I won't give my 

Tommy Hilfiger, no.” 

 

00:25:06 

 

(00:25:06) nice way, think about some hand signals I'm talking 

about here.  But before I could shut that trunk, I thought about 

the meaning of life.  I thought about yitron.  I thought about life 

eternal.  I thought about what Jesus is going to ask me when I sit 

before Him.  He’s going to say, “I was naked and you didn’t clothe 

me.”  Man, I was so happy to pull those slacks out.  I gave a 

matching shirt to go with them.  And I brought him, Mr. Cotton, 

he witnessed it.  I brought him in.  I said, “Sir.”  I said, “We don’t 

have anything here in the church but I went to my own truck and 

I’m giving you my own clothes.”  I said, “These are not hand-me-

downs.  These ain’t no leftover salvage on these clothes.”  I said, 

“Sir, these are the best that I have and I want you to have them.”  

I said, “I want you to have them and I want you to wear them and 

I want you to be blessed.” 

 

And folks, in that instance, I stepped into yitron, something came 

all over me.  Man, I felt like I was alive.  I felt like I was living.  I 

entered into the purpose of God.  I entered into the purpose of 

God. 

 

I am out of time.  Go to the OnlineWord.com.  Let me get the 

message number for you, it’s 7225.  Type in 7225, you could email 
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to a friend and don’t forget to go by VirtualChurch.com and see 

what God is saying to you today.  Thank you for joining Brothers 

of the Word because brother, you need the word. 

 

00:26:52 


