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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because Brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen, amen.  Stay tuned to today’s 

broadcast.  I guarantee that it will be a blessing in your life as we 

want to talk about one of the main reasons to live. 

 

 Open your Bible if you will today over to the book of 2nd 

Corinthians, Chapter 9 and we certainly welcome all of you who 

are joining us by television, by way of the online word, virtual 

church and any other means.  We are so delighted to have you to 

join us today.  2nd Corinthians, Chapter 9.  Let’s read verses – 

we’ll begin with Verse 5, or we can ask to start with Verse 6. 

 

 It’s talking about giving here.  2nd Corinthians, Chapter 9, Verse 

6 and we’ll read through Verse 15.  Let’s read together there in 

unison, ready?  Read. 

 

 “But this I say, he which soweth sparingly shall reap also 

sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also 

bountifully.”  I like one translation, I just want to inject one 

translation that says, “He there sows a few seeds will have a small 

crop, but he that sows many seeds will have a large crop.”  What 

type of crop do you want?  You want a small crop or a large crop?  

Amen. 

 

 And we will continue reading in there, Verse 7, “Every man 

according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 

grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  And 

God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always 

having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good 

work.  As it is written, he hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to 

the poor: his righteousness remaineth forever.  Now he that 

ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, 

and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your 

righteousness; Being enriched in everything to all bountifulness, 

which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.  For the 

administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the 

saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.” 

 

 And we can actually stop right there.  And I just want to use that 

as a subject today.  “Living to give.”  As you see, he was simply 

talking about giving.  He was talking about giving and the Apostle 

Paul, he mentioned, he said that if you’re going to excel in faith 

and you’re going to excel in living, in love and you’re going to excel 

in all of these other disciplines.  He said, excel in this discipline 
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also giving.  Make sure you excel and don’t live your giving up.  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “Don’t live you giving up.”  

 

 And so, we really find that we are really truly get an 

understanding of giving and the spirit of generosity flows through 

you and you really living the joy of giving and the blessing that 

what it brings into your life and way that makes you feel, you’ll 

find yourself living to give, living to give. 

 

 Can you get a picture of that, we’re literally living to give?  When 

we make our living about giving.  I like this quote that actually 

says, “We make living by what we get.  But we make our life by 

what we give.”  We make a life.  So, unless you know that, you 

really don’t start living, you really don’t start living until you 

tapped into giving, that’s what it’s all about. 

 

 And the thing about giving, it blesses both parties.  It blesses the 

giver and it blesses the receiver.  The receiver is blessed because 

they receive a need met and the giver is blessed because they were 

able to be used by God to meet the need.  And so, it’s a reciprocal 

joy that goes on. 

 

 They’re like the joy just bounces between the both of them.  So, 

both of them are just joyous and it’s a blessing and it brings 

tremendous blessing to our lives when exist to give.  When we live 

to give.  The world says to us that, “You get all you can and can 

all you get.”  Get all you can and can all you get.  But God says, 

“Give all you can.” 

 

00:05:01 

 

 And then, get some more, so you can give some more.  That’s what 

God says.  You know that God literally wants to bless us with 

more, so that, we can give more.  When He finds the person whose 

heart and attitude is really tuned in to giving.  A person who 

really lives to give then, God can trust that person with His 

resources.  And so, God will simply say, “You just give, you give 

and keep giving.  Don’t worry about giving out because the more 

you give, the more I will give to you and so, you’ll never going to 

run out.” 

 

 And so, God literally furnishes the Bible says there, He furnishes 

the seed to the sower.  So, you got to be a sower in order to receive 

seeds from God.  See, as long as you keep sowing, He will keep 
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you giving the seeds.  But if you’re not sowing, you don’t need the 

seed and so, He’ll give the seed to somebody who is going sow.  

How many of you, makeup your minds and I want to be a sower? 

I want to be a sower.   Because I want to keep receiving the seed 

and so, God is looking for sowers so, that He can give him the 

seeds.  He said, “You sow and I will give you the seeds.” 

 

 The Bible literally tells us that one of our main motivations for 

going to work every day and so that you will have something to 

be able to give somebody.  It gives a whole different perception of 

work, doesn’t it?  You’re only thinking of work, you’re trying to go 

to work and it pays your own bills. 

 

 Somebody said, “Exactly.”  That’s exactly what I’m going.  But you 

know what, the way Bible looks at work, the Bible says, and it 

was literally talking to a thief.  It says, “Now let him that stole 

steal no more, but rather, get a job, start working.”  And this is 

what it says, “So, that you can have something to give.”  So, it 

spoke to a thief, stop stealing.  Don’t live life being on the take.  

You know what I mean by being on the take? 

 

 You’re always after something, you’re always trying to get 

something, you’re always conniving, you’re always scheming, 

you’re an opportunist, you’re always there to see what you can get 

out of it.  Some people come to church some people come to this 

church to see what they can get.  They’re opportunists.  And so, 

he says, “Look, stop the scheming, stop conniving, get a job so that 

you yourself can give.”  Get over on the giving side of life and get 

off of the taking side of life.   

 

 Most people think that they’re in this world so that they could get 

all they can out of life.  We’re not here to get all we can out of life, 

we’re here to add to this life.  We’re here to add so people on this 

earth.  We’re here to add something to the earth not to take away 

from it.  And so, people look at living a full life as, “I got to get all 

I can out of life.” 

 

 No, you need to start depositing something to life.  You’re here to 

give, you’re here to add something to life, not to get all you can 

out of life.  But you’re here to add life, so someone else can have 

life.  And you find that you tapped into the purposes of God and 

you find that you are really living to give and there is no greater 

joy than living to give.  Living to give. 
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 When God just constantly blessing you and you’re just constantly 

giving.  It’s just He’s constantly blessing and you’re constantly 

giving.  It’s a fact, it never stops.  He’s constantly blessing and 

you’re constantly giving.  He’s constantly blessing and you’re 

constantly giving and that’s what God is looking for. 

 

 Can you imagine, now here’s the fallacy, the fallacy is, we think 

that what we have and what we accumulate and possessions we 

get, we think that that’s our stuff.  And so, we think we’re 

managing our stuff.  In reality, it’s all God’s stuff, it’s God’s stuff.  

And so, God simply has you holding it until He directs you to who 

to give it to, to who He needs you to give it to.  

 

 So, when He gives you -- now, He’s meeting your needs.  So, when 

you’re needs are met, and you have plenty, God has you holding 

the surplus, the above because He has you holding it simply until 

such time that He leads you to a need, till He leads you to someone 

He wants you to give it to. 

 

 So, you’re simply and you’re like, a distribution center.  You’re 

warehousing it, until such a time is needed and you’re simply 

there and for position to manage what is God’s, it’s not yours, it’s 

God’s.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “It’s not mine anyway.” 

 

00:10:01 

 

 The Bible says, he is the one that gives you the power to get well.  

The Bible says, all the silver is here.  So, God says in the Book of 

Haggai, all the silver is mine, all the gold is mine.  It’s not your 

money.  It’s not your wealth.  It all belongs to God anyway.”  And 

when you start looking at it, it’s all here and you’re just a steward.  

You’re a steward over what He has giving you and God puts it in 

your hands, so that you can give.  So, that you can give. 

 

 And so, we’re blessed to be able to give and our living comes 

through our giving.  Andrew Murray, he said, “The world asked, 

what does a man own?  Christ asked, how does he use it?”  So, the 

world wants to know what yours, what you’ve got.  Jesus wants 

to know, “How are you with what you have, who are you helping, 

who are you giving to?” 

 

 John Bonnell said, “If one first gives himself to the Lord, all other 

giving is easy.”  Once you give yourself, once you say, “God I’m 

yours, I give you my life, I am yours, I’m committed to You 
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everything that I am and all that I have is yours.”  Now, when you 

give yourself to God, all the other given is easy.  The hard part is, 

giving yourself to God.  And so, once you do the main giving and 

giving yourself to God.  When you turn yourself over to God, now, 

you don’t have a problem of giving when He tells you to give 

material things, time, service and so forth, because you’ve already 

given yourself to God. 

 

 And a sweat sign said this, “We are rich only through what we 

give and poor, only through what we refuse to give.”  Isn’t that 

something.  She said we’re rich through what we give and the 

world’s mentality is, “We’re rich about what we have, what we 

accumulate,” But she said no.  We’re rich, only rich by what we 

give.  You’re poor by what you refuse to give and keep for yourself. 

 

 And so, if you start looking at it, our treasure giving allows us to 

start setting -- see, the reason and I understand exactly what 

she’s saying “We’re rich to what we give because you’re sending 

treasure in heaven.”  And so, you’re rich in heaven.  You’re setting 

eternal things.  So, you’re setting yourself up and you’re making 

yourself wealthy in heaven. 

 

 One man said, that he said, “He looked at everything by its value 

in eternity.  He didn’t look at things by what they’re worth here.”  

He said, “He looked at everything in life that has value in 

eternity.”  And so, through our giving, we are rich through our 

giving and we’re only poor through what we refuse to give and we 

keep for ourselves.  That’s because of the eternal value that you’re 

giving has.  We’re living to give. 

 

 Turn to your neighbor and say, “I’m going to begin living to give.”  

I’m going to begin living to give. There was a gentleman that he 

frequents this ministry from time to time and I’ve helped him 

quite a bit over the years and still continue to do so to this day.  

And one day, I was talking to him because he was sort of in the -

- sort of down and out, sort of deprived of what we would consider 

to be livelihood and sort of  deprived of esteem and by the world’s 

standard material and he didn’t have much just sort of scraping  

the bottom of the barrel.  And I helped him quite a bit and one 

day I was talking with him and I was inspired to tell him this, I 

said, “Do you know God wants to make you a giver?” 

 

 Now, see, he had always been on the receiving end, he had always 

come to me for help, he had always come to me to get a handout.  
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And when I said that to him, I said, “Do you realize God wants 

you to be a giver?  God wants to bless you for you are no longer 

seeking handouts and trying to get your little needs met and when 

you’re helping others to meet the needs of other people.”  And 

man, he lit up like a light bulb. 

 

00:15:06 

 

 He said, “Me?”  He (00:15:09) the idea of himself being a giver.  He 

said, “Man, I would love that.”  He said, “I would love to being a 

giver.  I would love to be a giver.”  And I begin to change his 

attitude.  I said, “God wants to bless you to make you a giver.  You 

don’t have to go through life always seeking a handout and never 

having enough.”  I said, “No.”  I said, “God wants your frame of 

mind to be that, I am a giver.” 

 

 I’m going be blessed so that I can give and help meet the needs of 

others and he lit up like a light bulb and I mean, it changed his 

expression.  But had never seen himself being in a position to give 

and just to entertain that thought for a moment, it lit him up, like 

a light bulb and he just agreed and he said, “Man, I love to be a 

giver.” 

 

 And it took him out of his self-pity and he wanted to be a giver to 

help other people.  And so, giving is so powerful in what it does.  I 

like the 2nd Corinthians 9 and 7 one of the verses we read, it says, 

“God loves a cheerful giver.”  That word cheerful there, is literally 

and the Greeks use the word, “hilaros” and literally, it describes 

a type of enjoyment.  It really refers to a spirit of enjoyment. 

 

 So, it’s literally saying, “God loves a person who just gets a kick 

out of giving.”  Just get a thrill, a high.  You get kick out of giving. 

You just enjoy it.  As the Bible says, “God loves that type of 

person.”  That amplifier literally says, “God prices that person 

above anybody else.”  A person who gives a kick out of giving, who 

really enjoys it.  And see, some people give, that’s why Paul 

wanted, he said, “Don’t give grudgingly, some people will give but 

they don’t let you know they’re giving.”  They’re here and take it. 

 

 You all just keep taking all the stuff and you’re asking me for 

something every week.  And say, some people will give, but they 

do it begrudgingly.  Out of -- they feel compelled.  You hang 

around here for a handout and so, they’ll give it to him, but they 

feel like, it’s an obligation, they feel obligated, they’re being 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5694.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5694.mp3 

compelled to give.  He said, “No, don’t give like that.  God loves a 

cheerful giver.”  Somebody that has just a sense of enjoyment.  A 

spirit of enjoying and somebody just get the kick out of giving. 

 

 The Bible says, “God love that type of person.”  He loves them and 

some just get a kick out of giving.  And it went on to say, there’s 

a type of enjoyment where it takes all the restraints of holding 

anything that you just get a kick.  And I’m literally describing a 

person who almost had to just literally restrain themselves from 

giving because they just give out or they just continue.  They enjoy 

it so much, so they just give and it takes all the restraints off of 

the giver and they’re just enjoying to get a kick out of giving.  So, 

the Bible said, “God loves that type of giving.” 

 

 1st Timothy 6:18 says, “Be generous and willing to share in this 

you lay up treasure for yourself and you take hold of the life that 

is truly life.  Notice that it says, be generous and be willing to 

share and when you do that, you really take hold of the life that 

is really life.  In other words, you really start living.  You’ll really 

start living when you’re generous and you start giving, that’s 

when you really start living.  Be generous and willing to share, 

and you really take hold of the life that is truly life. 

 

 I remember reading a magazine article about an older woman, 

Caucasian woman, she lived up in north and she was a very 

wealthy woman.  And the story was highlighting her because it 

was unusual situation.  This woman, I mean, she was worth 

millions and they said, she left her estate and went into the south 

side of town and begin to work with the impoverished and those 

who were extremely poor and it means, she left all of the richer 

part of her life.  All of you those high society events and all. 

 

00:20:01 

 

 And so, she left her side of her estate and she went to the very 

lowly on the other side of town and that’s when she began to spend 

all of her time giving and sowing and sharing.  And they said, 

“She really began to live.”  That’s what it says.  You really begin 

to find the life that is really life when you’re generous and you 

begin to share with others.  Begin to share with others. 

 

 The Bible says in Psalms 1:12, Verse 5, it says, one translation 

says, “Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely.”  

Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely.  So, open 
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your Bible with me to the Book of Proverbs and you’ll see 

something here about giving, Proverbs Chapter 11.  Proverbs 

Chapter 11, look at Verse 24.  Proverbs Chapter 11, Verse 24 and 

Verse 25.  Notice that it says, “There is that scattereth.”  When 

he says scattereth that’s referring to giving.  “There is that 

scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more 

than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” 

 

 So, it’s giving you a picture of two people.  It said, “There is a man 

who is giving a lot and he is increasing.  There is a man who is 

keeping, he is keeping more than his share and he is decreasing.”  

And so, in Proverbs, take a look at these two men.  Here is a man 

who is giving a lot, he’s just giving it out and you would think he 

would be decreasing because he is giving out so much.  But it says, 

“The more he gives out, the more he is increasing.”  And here is 

the man who kind of holding back, he’s not giving on the thing, 

he’s holding back for himself.”  Proverbs says, “That man is 

decreasing.”  He said, “It doesn’t make sense.”  But see, this is 

God’s way of operating.  “He that scattereth increases, he that 

withholdeth more than just do, he decreases.”   

 

 And look at Verse 25.  “The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he 

that –” Well, the liberal soul something means, a generous soul.  

“He shall be prosperous and he that watereth shall be watered 

also himself.” 

 

 I like another translation of that.  It says, “He who refreshes 

others will himself be refreshed.”  I like that.  It says, he that 

watereth shall be watered also himself.”  And so, when he’s taking 

about water, he’s talking about refreshing.”  And so, it says, 

“When you refresh somebody through your kindness –” I read a 

quote that was so good, and it says, “Be kind to everybody you 

meet because everybody is in a hard battle.” 

 

 It’s like, everybody needs some cognizance.  You never know what 

people are going through.  Everybody is in a hard battle.  So, it 

says, “Be kind when you meet somebody, because everybody is in 

the hard battle.”  And so, when you’re being kind and you’re being 

generous and your giving to someone, the Bible says, “You ‘re 

literally refreshing them.”  And the Bible says, “When you refresh 

them, you yourself are refreshed, you refresh them and you 

yourself are refreshed.” 
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 He used the water.  When you water them, you watered yourself 

So, when you refresh them, you refresh yourselves.  There was a 

woman I was reading about she had lost her husband.  So, she 

was a widow and she said, she had talking to a deep depression 

and had been years, she said time helped eased the pain, but 

there was still an emptiness and a hollowness in her heart. 

 

 As she was just sort entered a gloomy dark world and just in 

despair and she said, a friend of hers invite of her to come with 

her to a horse stable and she went and she said when she got to 

the horse stable, the horse stable was actually a program for 

children who were emotionally handicapped or physically 

handicapped. 

 

00:25:02 

 

 And so, this woman got there and she started working the 

children and she would help them on to the horses and after the 

horses and she would laugh when they laugh and cry when they 

cried and she got all wrapped up with this emotionally-challenged 

and physically-challenged children and she would rejoice when 

they able to ride and she shared everything with them.  And so, 

when she got back home, she felt refreshed. 

 

 She felt alive again.  See, something had died on the inside of her 

when her husband died.  When she said, when she got out and 

begin to refresh those children because she was working with 

emotionally-challenged children, physically-challenged children 

and when she spent her energy refreshing them, she said, it 

refreshed her.  She said, she feels alive again, she felt joy again, 

she felt like living again, she felt the void had been sealed in her 

life when she got involved with giving. 

 

 When you give to live, you’ll really begin to live and you tap into 

the life that is truly life.  Thank you for joining Brothers of the 

Word.  We’re out of time but go to airjesus.com and you can click 

on sermon’s online there and you can hear this or send it to a 

friend.  The sermon number is 7226.  But we thank you so much 

for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

Word. 

 

 Amen.  Living to give, living to give, living to give, living to give.  

So much more than we can talk about.  Proverbs 22:9 says, “That 

a generous man will himself be blessed.  Giving brings so much 
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fulfillment, so much sense of purpose, so much joy to our lives and 

everyone has something to give.  You don’t have to have a lot of 

material things, but everyone has something that they can share 

with someone. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And so, when we tapped into this purpose for life, we really find 

that we are really truly beginning to live when we find the life 

that truly is life through our giving.  Praise God.  We thank God 

so much for blessing us, giving us a mind and a heart to be one 

who adds life to this life.  We want to add life to this life.  Every 

morning when you wake up, you want to pray before you leave 

home, you say, “God, allow me to bless someone today.  It adds so 

much purpose to your life when you start tapping into the 

purposes of God. 

 

 You know, most time, I was just in a rush to get out of the house 

and making the work and then do our little thing in our little 

agenda.  We barely seldom stop to say, “God, here I am and I want 

you to use me to help somebody else, use me to bless somebody 

else in some kind of way.”  Just a simple prayer, but it avails you 

to the purposes of the God and then, you’ll find that you really 

begin to live when you start to give and allow that to be your 

attitude of heart and God will generously bless you. 

 

 You can’t beat God in giving, you can’t beat God giving.  The Bible 

says that, “When you give to the poor, you literally lend to Lord.”  

And I want you to know God is not going to be indebted to any 

man.  Praise God, praise God.  God will pay you back in ways that 

you’d never would have imagine.  He pays you back -- I like 

Brother Connell.  Brother Connell said, “I like for God to pay me 

back.”  He was referring to a lot of the giving that he does, his 

service that he gives to the ministry.  He said, “I’m not so much 

interested I being paid by you all.”  He said, “I like God to pay me 

back.  I like God to pay me back.” 

 

 He focused his return from God.  And see, because God I can do 

some things that man can’t do for you.  God can bless you in more 

ways, God can bless you.  God can keep your body healthy.  God 

can protect you from accidents.  God can keep your children safe.  

God can keep peace in your home and love in your heart.  God can 

wake you up in the morning, huh.  See, God can bless you in ways. 
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00:30:00 

 

 And so, I like Brother Connells’s attitude.  He said, “I want God 

to pay me back.”  He said, “You all keep your little money.  I’m 

not after your little money.”  He said, “Your little money doesn’t 

move me.”  He said, “I like God to pay me back.” 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Mr. Ferguson is the same way, he’s the same way, he’s the same 

way, the same way.  Who else can I point out?  Eddie Louise is the 

same way.  Praise God.  I should be able to point at everybody, so 

we’re all the same way, we’re all the same way.  Praise God, praise 

God.  Amen, amen, amen. 

 

00:30:53 
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