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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen.  Amen. 

 

 Praise God.  Well, we certainly are delighted to have Him.  

Welcome you from our online ministries, television ministry, by 

tape, or by any means you might be tuned in today.  We’re 

delighted to have you.  God bless you.  Stay tuned to today’s 

message.  I want to just show you that God is actively working 

and has work in your life at all times.  So, stay tuned to today’s 

message. 

 

 Open your Bibles, if you will, over to the book of Jeremiah.  There 

in the Old Testament, the prophet, Jeremiah, Chapter 18.  

Jeremiah Chapter 18.  When you get there, say, “Amen.”  

Jeremiah Chapter 18, right there in the middle of the Old 

Testament, and I want to read Verses 1 through 6, and we can 

actually read those in unison, if you would read together with me.  

Let’s all read together there, Verses 1 through 6, Jeremiah 

Chapter 18.  Ready?  Read. 

 

  

 “The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, ‘Arise, 

and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to 

hear my Words.’  Then I went down to the potter's house, and, 

behold, He wrought a work on the wheels.  And the vessel that he 

made of clay was marred,” in other words, marred means ruined, 

“in the hand of the potter: so, he made it again another vessel, as 

seemed good to the potter to make it. 

 

 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘O house of Israel, 

cannot I do with you as this potter?’ saith the Lord. ‘Behold, as 

the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house 

of Israel.’” 

 

 And so, I just wanted to use that as the subject today, “Lessons at 

the Potter’s House.”  Lessons at the Potter’s House.  God often 

used everyday occupations and the work processes, just an 

ordinary, everyday occupation that the people were involved in, 

to share spiritual truth concerning their lives. 

 

 The Bible records God using illustrations and Jesus using 

parables and so forth from the standpoint of a farmer, to give 

insight and divine truth about seed and sowing, and reaping, and 

the types of ground, and the fields, and harvest, and so forth.  He 
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also uses daily occupations, of the caretaker of the caretaker of 

vineyards, working in the Lord’s vineyards, and pruning, and 

bearing more fruit, and taking care of the land, and so forth. 

 

 He uses the silversmith dealing with purifying precious metals, 

and the refiner’s fire.  And so, these are just daily occupations, 

that he used to share spiritual insight and truth into the lives of 

his people.  He also used construction, building. 

 

 Jesus said, “Would any man build without first counting the 

cost?”  And he also referred to Himself as the Chief Cornerstone.  

See, builders understood that.  So, people who were builders, they 

knew exactly what He meant when He said, “I’m the Chief 

Cornerstone.” 

 

 “I’m the Chief cornerstone.”  That’s the stone you lay there first, 

that’s the foundation.  I mean, that’s the big stone.  That’s the 

most important stone, that’s the primary stone, that’s the stone 

that has some significance to it, that’s the stone that holds the 

building together.  You all hear me.  He said, “I’m the chief 

cornerstone.”  “I’m the chief cornerstone.” 

 

 So, God had a way of using ordinary occupations to share divine 

truth, where people could realize exactly what God was trying to 

say in their lives. And so, here in Jeremiah 18, He uses the potter, 

He uses the potter and used the construction worker before, used 

the carer of the vineyard before, and He had used the farmer 

before, and He had used the silversmith before, and so, now, He 

wants to use the potter. 

 

00:05:12 

 

 And He said, “Jeremiah, I want to show you something, I have a 

word for my people, and I don’t want to tell it to you.”  He said, “I 

want you to see it for yourself.” 

 

 And so, this was a word that God didn’t drop into his heart or 

speak into his ears, this was a word where God told Jeremiah, He 

said, “I want you to go and see this word, and when you see it, you 

will know exactly what I’m saying.” 

 

 And so, Jeremiah went there to the potter’s house as the Lord had 

instructed him, to receive this word for His people.  And so, God 

shows Jeremiah, just through the simple processes there, of the 
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potter, divine truths concerning His people, concerning our lives.  

So, we’re talking about lessons at the potter’s house.  So, lessons 

at the potter’s house. 

 

 And so, Jeremiah, he went to the potter’s house.  He went to the 

potter’s house and God began to show him some things about his 

people, about his divine nature, and about his work in us.  Israel 

had literally become, as God put it, they had literally become a 

ruined vessel in His hands.  And so, he was holding Israel in His 

hand, but the vessel was ruined.  It was of no use, it was marred.  

-- It’s the word you read there in the King James.  And He said it 

was of no use. 

 

 And so, He began.  He said, “Jeremiah, you need to come to the 

potter’s house because I want to show you, I want to show you 

something, that I can take a vessel that’s marred, that’s of no use, 

that’s broken, that is valueless, and I can put it on the potter’s 

wheel, and I can remake it, and I can reshape it, and I can 

refashion it, and I can once again be able to use it for My glory.” 

 

 And so, it was really a message of hope, it was a message of good 

news.  Here, people who were ruined, as far as God was 

concerned, they were ruined because they had failed God.  

Anybody ever failed God?  Anybody ever missed God and you felt 

like you let God down, you felt like, life you had missed the 

meaning of life, you’ve missed your purpose, you’ve missed God’s 

direction, you’ve missed the blessing of God, and you feel like, 

maybe God has forsaken you, or maybe you had forsaken God? 

 

 And so, He said it’s a ruined vessel, but there’s hope for this 

vessel, when you’re dealing with the Master Potter.  There is no 

such thing as a ruined vessel in the hands of the Master Potter.  

And so, when he got there, the potter had vessel on the wheel.  

Now, isn’t that something.  Well, that’s exactly what God wanted 

him to see. 

 

 When he got there, the potter had a vessel on the wheel, and the 

vessel he had on the wheel, it was ruined, just like God’s people.  

So, in Jeremiah, God there arrived at the nick of time to see a 

ruined vessel and to see what this potter would do with the ruined 

vessel, because God was speaking to His people, to say that when 

your life is in ruins, bring your clay to the Master Potter so it can 

be reworked and refashioned. 
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 And so, in the situation with the potter, when the vessel was 

ruined, the potter was simply able to take the vessel that was 

ruined, and he literally just smashed it down with his fists to 

bring it to nothing.  And sometimes, God has to bring you to 

nothing before he can remake you, and just bring you down to 

nothing. 

 

 So, sometimes, if you feel like you’re in a place where you’ve 

reached nothing in life, all of that’s good news.  Maybe, just 

maybe, just maybe you’re under the fist.  Just maybe, you’re 

under the fist of the master potter.  Just maybe, you’re right on 

the verge of a new beginning.  Maybe you’re right on the verge of 

God reshaping you and reforming you, and filling you with His 

glory to be used as a vessel of glory for Him. 

 

00:10:04 

 

 And so, He had Jeremiah to show up just in time to observe the 

potter’s wheel, and to see a vessel that was ruined, but the potter 

said, “I know what I’ll do.  I’ll take it and I’ll make another vessel.  

I’ll take the ruins of what’s left.” 

 

 God will take the ruins of what’s left of your life, and He’ll make 

another vessel, just when you think you don’t have anything left 

to offer.  You don’t think you’re any good or there is no use to you, 

God will take what you have left, and He’ll make another vessel.  

He’ll make another vessel, even if the original vessel never 

reached his original intent and design.  That’s okay because if 

you’re not used for one purpose, God has another purpose that 

He’ll use you for.  Praise God. 

 

 God has another purpose.  He has another purpose.  And so, God 

was showing Jeremiah and the people that just as the Master 

Potter is flexible with what he creates, there is no such thing as 

ruined in the hands of the Master Potter because if it’s ruined, he 

can simply just mash it down and make something else. 

 

 And so, that’s what God was saying.  “There is no ruin in My 

hands.  There is no waste in My hands.  As long as it’s in My 

hands,” you ought to read it when I say, “As long as it’s in My 

hands, as long as it’s in My hands.”  “As long as it’s in My hands, 

there is no ruin, and there is no waste.”  And so, He begins to 

make something else, even though you might have missed your 

first call. 
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 You might have missed your intended destiny, but God is saying 

basically, it’s not too late, that’s all right.  “I don’t care how you 

failed, I don’t care how you sinned, I don’t care how you’ve been 

marred and scarred.  It’s not too late.  I can still use you; I can 

still use you.  It may not be as glorious as I once intended to 

fashion you and form you, but I can still use you.  I can refashion 

you and reform you, and use you,” as He did the clay on the 

potter’s wheel. 

 

 And so, the potter never threw clay away.  If something happens 

in the process, he simply mashes it down and starts all over and 

makes something brand new, and that’s the way God deals with 

us in our lives. 

 

 It’s interesting.  I read a story of a man who went to the potter’s 

house, and if we have time, I may read it, but all of the insights 

on all of the revelations that He gave as he observed, as Jeremiah 

did the potter and seeing the process that he goes through and 

takes the clay through, symbolizing how God works in and around 

and through our lives.  Clay, in and of itself, is nothing but mud.  

It’s useless it’s useless, it’s drab.  There’s no beauty in it, and 

that’s the way we are without God, but clay in the hands of God. 

 

 Clay, where God is able to put His designs upon it, and think His 

thoughts and plans and put it on it, and live through it.  Clay, 

ordinary clay in the hands of God becomes a masterpiece used for 

the Kingdom of God.  And so, some of the lessons that were 

learned at the potter’s house were very interesting, and we 

learned that God doesn’t throw anything away, He simply 

recycles, He simply recycles. 

 

 Aren’t you glad God recycles, He recycles?  Oh, there’re so many 

people who’ve been broken, and they’ve been restored, to be used 

again.  The Bible is full of people who were broken, broken people, 

broken, but yet made whole again.  Broken but made whole again. 

 

 A woman came to Jesus, full of devils, life broken, assumed to be 

a prostitute, but Jesus made her life whole again, and she became 

one of the chief witnesses in support of the ministry, one of the 

glorious vessels that God used raised out of harlot, broken, 

useless. 

 

00:15:00 
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 All but the grace of God spared a harlot, and now she’s named in 

the genealogy of our Lord, Jesus Christ, as a woman of faith, a 

woman who trusted God and obeyed God, and served God, in His 

purpose, even though she was a ruined vessel before God met her 

and got a hold of her and used her life, but she became restored 

and made whole in the Potter’s hand.  And so, God recycles us, He 

uses us. 

 

 And so, what is it about this clay?  First of all, the first lesson 

Jeremiah learned, he learned that God is the Potter, and we are 

the clay.  Now, that may sound simple. but actually, some people 

think they are the potter, and God is the clay.  No, it is not.  In 

fact, the Bible literally says that over in the Book of Isaiah 29:16, 

the prophet said to them, he said, “Now, you all have it 

backwards.” 

 

 He said, “You all have it backwards.”  He said, “God it the Potter.  

You are the clay.”  Now, see, they wanted to do their own will.  

They wanted to manipulate their own will, do their own thing, 

they have their own plans, without God, and they literally 

thought that they could do their own plan and carry out their own 

schemes without God ever finding out about it.  And the prophet 

said, “You’re sadly mistaken.  If you think you can do anything 

without God knowing about it, you are sadly mistaken.” 

 

 A lot of people think that they can sin in the dark and nobody will 

ever find out about it.  You could be stealing nobody knows that 

I’m getting over.  You could be cheating on your spouse, when my 

spouse, they don’t know, nobody knows, nobody in my church 

knows.  But you’re a fool if you think God doesn’t know what 

you’re doing in the dark. 

 

 And so, that’s what they were thinking, like, “We want to do our 

plans that even God won’t have any knowledge.”  And he said, 

“You have it backwards, you are the clay.  He is the Potter,” 

Meaning, God is in control.  God is in control of our lives.  Turn to 

your neighbor and say, “God is in control.” 

 

 God is in control, and God allows all of the circumstances and all 

of the experiences, and all of the events of our lives, to be a part 

of the potter’s wheel.  So, everything that you go through in life 

and everything that you come through, everything you’ve been 

delivered from, and everything you’re even going through now, I 
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want you to look at it from a different perspective, that this was 

a part of the potter’s wheel, this is a part of it. 

 

 And so, God uses all of those experiences and circumstances and 

events to shape you and to mold you, and to make you, and to 

strengthen you, and He uses the events of our lives.  And not only 

does He use the events of our lives and the circumstances of our 

lives, He uses his Word and His spirit, so that we can know the 

Master’s Will. 

 

 You see, all the clay has to do is just yield to the hands of the 

potter.  That’s all, really.  The potter does all the work if the clay 

would just yield, if the clay would just yield to the hands of the 

potter.  The potter has the design, the potter knows what he’s 

making.  The clay doesn’t know.  How can the clay kind of make 

himself?  He doesn’t even know what he’s supposed to be, and so, 

the potter has the master plan.  He has some design, and so all 

you have to do is just yield in his hands.  Just yield, submit to his 

will. 

 

 Here’s something I learned about studying the potter.  When the 

potter takes the clay, he sits it on this big stone wheel, and he has 

to have it right in the middle.  If it’s not in the middle, he can’t do 

his work.  And so, it represents to us, you’ve got to be right in the 

middle of God’s wheel, in the middle of His wheel, which is the 

middle of His wheel. -- you all didn’t get that.  He puts us in the 

middle of His wheel.  So, we’ll be found in the middle of His wheel, 

and when you’re in the middle of His wheel, then He’s able to 

begin to fashion and perform His work.  The potter’s wheel, the 

Potter’s wheel. 

 

  

 

00:19:55 

 

 I found it interesting that on the sites where the potter’s station 

is, there are two basins of water.  And so, before the potter begins 

to shape and to mold the clay, before he catches it up at all, he 

first wets his hands.  He wets his hands and water becomes the 

medium that he uses to communicate into the clay. 

 

 And the water, it’s the moisture there that is used to shape and 

the mold and to conform that vessel to His will.  And the water 

represents His Word.  God communicates to us through His Word, 
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the water.  He has washed us by the water of His Words.  The 

Spirit, the Holy Spirit, is represented always by the water.  “Out 

of your bellies shall flow rivers of living water.”  And so, the 

Master puts His hands in the water, in the Spirit, in the Word, 

and begins to shape us and to mold us, by the anointing of the 

Holy Spirit, by the Word of God, and He fashions us and molds us 

into His glorious image. 

 

 Do you realize that we are clay?  Literally, our physical bodies are 

nothing but clay?  For the grace of God, the hands of God scooped 

down into the miry clay, and he scooped us out, and he has been 

forming us and fashioning us after the dear image of His Son, 

Jesus Christ.  He’s constantly, the Potter constantly, works with 

us and works on us, He’s constantly fashioning us. 

 

 Now, if there’s anything, you see, even the Potter has His hands 

on you as that wheel is turning, and He’s feeling the clay.  He can 

feel if there are any impurities in the clay.  And if there’s any 

impurities in the clay, He has to stop the wheel, and He has to 

purify the clay so, He can continue.  And so, there may be some 

rough edges in our lives, and thank God that God will work, God 

won’t just baptize those rough edges in our lives, but He will stop 

the wheel and work on it for a little while, so He could smooth 

things out. 

 

 Some of us have to smooth out our attitudes, and some of us have 

to smooth out our love-walking, our relationships with one 

another.  Some of us have to smooth out our whole demeanor and 

our submissiveness.  You see, some clay is stiff, it won’t mold and 

that’s the problem. 

 

 Israel, the problem they had, they were stiff.  He had a hard time 

trying to move them.  They were stiff and hard, and they were 

literally, a vessel ready to be thrown away, and that’s why He has 

to bring the moisture of His Spirit and the moisture of His Word, 

to make us pliable and so, we yield to the Master’s Will, and we 

begin to follow His shape, and to follow His form. 

 

 It’s some interesting lessons in the potter’s house there, but this 

gentleman that visited the house, he said that when he first got 

there, the master who took him to allow him to watch him to 

create something, he took him first back into the back room.  And 

he said the stench was almost unbearable in that little room, and 
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he didn’t know what the master was doing, but the master said 

“This was where it all begins.” 

 

 So, the master knelt down on one knee and there was a pit in the 

ground, and this is where all of the clay had been trampled and 

tramped, and mixed, and this was where all of that miry clay was, 

and he reached his hand down in the clay.  And here’s a picture 

of God. 

 

 In fact, that psalm in Psalms 40, “God you have lifted my feet out 

of the miry clay.  You’ve lifted my feet out of the miry clay, when 

we were in the pit of our sins.  The Hand of God’s grace reached 

in and scooped us out, here in this horrible pit.”  And the man 

said, “It was horrible, the stench was almost unbearable.”  But 

the potter reached down and he feels around with hand until he 

finds just the right -- just the right piece of clay that fit for the 

assignment. 

 

 And so, he carefully chooses the clay.  And just as the potter 

carefully chooses the clay, so God has carefully chosen you.  You 

are not an accident, you’re not a mishap.  You have been carefully 

chosen by the Potter himself. 

 

00:25:03 

 

 And he uses that and he pulls them out and begins to fashion and 

pat it, and make it round in a ball there, and then, he begins to 

take it out to the table and fit it on the middle of the wheel, right 

in the middle of God’s Will and begins to fashion, and form, and 

to do His work upon our lives. 

 

 How many of you know that there are areas in your life, and then 

maybe your entire life, where you just need to submit to God, and 

you want to say, “God, have your way.  Go ahead and work on me, 

God, fashion me, form me, mold me, and make me.  I may not be 

who I should be but, God, if I can just be clay in your hands, God, 

and allow me to be made into the image, into the useful vessel 

that you want me to be for your Kingdom and for your work, and 

for your use.”  Yield. 

 

 That’s all the clay, really has to do, is yield, because the only thing 

that can stop the master potter is the stubbornness of the clay.  

The only thing that can stop the Master Potter is the 

stubbornness of the clay. 
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 Praise God.  I am out of time.  Those of you watching by television, 

please go to AirJesus.com and you can click on the online sermons 

there, sermon number 7229.  You can listen to it or email it to a 

friend there. 

 

 Well, we certainly thank you so much for being with us today.  

Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the Word. 

 

 Praise God.  Amen.  Amen.  We’re simply clay.  We’re clay in the 

Potter’s hand. 

 

 So, God’s always at work.  He’s always working on us, always 

designing us, and only He has the design.  He knows when He’s 

making something glorious, but the only thing that can stop Him 

is the stubbornness of the clay.  The only thing that can stop Him 

from creating the glorious vessel that He wants to fashion is the 

stubbornness of the clay, and some clay really has some lumps in 

it. 

 

 Some clay has some lumps in it, and that’s the clay that has to be 

trampled underfoot to get the lumps out.  And so, sometimes, you 

feel like, you’re being pressed in life.  Well, maybe that’s the 

Master Potter, smoothing you out a little bit, and getting you 

prepared and fit to be put on His wheel.  It’s an exciting thought 

to know that God is at work in our lives at all times, working on 

us and fashioning us according to His glorious design. 

 

 Praise God.  Praise God.  Thank God.  Thank God.  Thank you, 

Father.  Thank you, Lord God.  Thank you, Jesus. 

 

 God, I’m just so happy.  God, I’m happy that you don’t give up on 

us. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 I’m happy that you don’t give up on us, God.  When we’ve been 

stubborn and we refused to submit, and we refused to obey.  And 

God, we’ve been hard, crushed over, unyielding, God, and not 

pliable in Your Hands.  Father, forgive us right now.  Forgive us.  

Forgive us of our sins.  Forgive us for any rebellion to your Word 

and will in our lives, God. 
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 Lord, we submit ourselves, as clay in the hands of the Master 

Potter.  Mold us and make us.  God, we just submit ourselves to 

you.  Have your way, oh, God.  Have your way.  Have your way, 

whatever it is that you’ve been trying to fashion in us.  Whatever 

it is You’ve been trying to form in us, whatever it is You want us 

to become, have your will, God.  We give in, we yield to You, we 

yield to You.  We trust you, God, because you’re the Master Potter. 

 

 Lord, we just give You thanks and we praise You, God.  We thank 

you, Lord God.  Thank you, Lord God, that if we messed up, God, 

thank you that you can start us over again.  You can make 

another vessel out of us.  God, we yield in Your Hands, this day, 

and we love You, and we praise You, and we thank You for your 

Word, God.  Thank you for Your Word.  In Jesus’s Mighty Name.  

Let every heart say, “Amen.”  Amen.  Amen. 
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