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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen.  Amen.  Praise God. 

 

 We welcome you, those of you joining us by way of television or 

through one of our internet ministries or through audio cassette 

or any other means, we are delighted to have you join us today.  

Stay tuned to today’s message.  I want to know if you have real 

peace of mind, contentment and happiness.  Stay tuned. 

 

 Open your Bibles if you will today over to the Book of Philippians, 

Chapter 4.  And also, I like to read these couple of scriptures out 

of Hebrews 13, Philippians Chapter 4, Hebrews 13.  Let’s read 

Verse 11.  Philippians Chapter 4, Verse 11, let’s read that 

together in unison.  Ready?  Read. 

 

 “Not that I speak in respect of what for I have learned in 

whatsoever state I am therewith to be content.”  Everybody says 

“Content.”  He learned to be content.  And also look at Hebrews 

13, Chapter 13, Verses 5 and 6 and let’s read those together in 

unison, Hebrews 13, Verse 5 and 6.  Ready, read.  Let your 

conversation that word conversation means your conduct or your 

manner of life.  So, let’s go back and begin again. 

 

 “Let your conversation be without covetousness and be content 

say, ‘Content, content’ with such things as ye have, for He have 

said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.  So that we boldly 

say, ‘the Lord is my helper and I will not fear what man shall do 

unto me.”   

 

 So, notice there in Verse 5, He said, “and be content with such 

things as you have.”  So, I just want to use that as a subject today, 

learning to be content, learning to be content.  Turn to your 

neighbors, “I want to learn to be content.”  Content means, simply, 

means, satisfied, it means happy, it means peace of mind.  But 

turn to your neighbors, “I want to learn to be happy.  I want to 

learn to be satisfied.  I want to learn to have peace of mind.” 

 

 Someone said that, “If you can’t sleep for one night, check your 

pillow.  If you can’t sleep for two nights, check your mattress.  If 

you can’t sleep for three nights, check your conscience.”  See, 

that’s something that’s not giving you peace of mind and I believe 

God wants us to be satisfied.  He wants to be happy.  He wants to 

have peace of mind.  He wants us to be content.  And so, we’re 

talking about learning to be content.  And so often, I have one 
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gentleman told me that he can’t sleep too well at night because of 

the -- all of the pressure from the bills and the creditors calling as 

hell and he said he didn’t sleep too well.  And you know, I realized 

that a lot of times we are content, we don’t have peace of mind, 

we’re not happy, we’re not satisfied is because we owe so much 

and there’s so much financial pressure, but maybe we wouldn’t 

owe so much and we didn’t have so much stuff.  That’s why you 

owe so much you got have too much stuff. 

 

 And so, I began to realize, you know, the more and more we 

simplify our lives and, you know, not buying all of this stuff and 

not just get everything we want then you’ll be able to see your 

contentment and peace of mind and happiness actually will 

improve. 

 

 I have a friend and one thing I noticed about him he -- his finances 

are in very good shape and he caught my attention one day 

because I noticed all of his bills were paid and noticed he had  good 

savings and I noticed he was just unhappy as he can be and in 

fact, he told me, he said, “I’m going save some checks on the side 

and I’m just putting those directly in the saving account because 

I don’t need the money.  And I’m marveled because this was a 

young man, he had a young family, but yet, I saw his finances in 

great shape. 

 

00:05:03 

 

 I said, “I don’t know too many people who can say, “They don’t 

need a check.”  Most people have spent the check before they get 

it.  In fact, mostly need the check, so they can run to the bank and 

cover something they’ve already wrote or written. 

 

 And so, he really caught my attention when I heard him and 

observed his life and what I noticed, I said, “This guy has peace 

of mind, he can sleep at night.  He is not worried, he’s happy, he’s 

satisfied.”  But then, I looked closely at his life and I noticed he 

drove a regular car, not a big fancy car, he just drove a regular 

car.  Something like a Nissan Sentra or Altima, it’s very simple.  

I noticed he wore very plain, simple clothes, no name brand, no 

designer.  He didn’t make a lot of money.  In fact, he lives on a 

teacher salary and I noticed, I said, “He’s in great financial shape, 

but it’s because he’d simplified his life.”  He didn’t have a whole 

lot of fancy stuff.  He has everything he need.  He’s happy.  He 

has transportation, he has clothes on his back, he has a nice home, 
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but none of these things are name designer brand and they’re not 

the super expensive labels and as a result, he has financial peace 

of mind, he is not worried, and he is happy and he is satisfied. 

 

 And so, I’m beginning to see here in – and especially there in 

Hebrews 13, Verse 5 and 6.  A lot of what he’s talking about is 

financial peace.  How to be content, how to have financial peace 

and how to overcome the fear of finances, the fear of not having 

enough, the fear of not being able to pay your bills and I saw 

exactly what he said, he says -- he said, “Getting rid of 

covetousness.”  Covetousness means. buying something that you 

want.  Trying to add something else.  You want to get something 

else.  And so, he says, “Cut back on that,” and he says, “Learn to 

be content of what you have.” 

 

 And I begin to see exactly what he even said.  He said, “Start being 

satisfied with what you have, start being satisfied with what you 

have.  Stop trying to get so much stuff, that’s why you’re worried, 

that’s why you don’t have peace of mind, that’s why you don’t have 

contentment, you’re after too much and that stuff, you can’t even 

pay for it.  And now, you’re worried about the stuff.  And you know 

it’s so funny we get stuff to impress other people, but the other 

people don’t have to pay the bill, you do. 

 

 You know, I’ll tell you, the first expensive car I bought was a 

BMW and I’ll tell you why I bought it.  I’m telling all myself.  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, “His telling on himself.”  The first 

expensive car I bought was a BMW and I’ll tell you exactly why I 

bought it. 

 

 I was at a church and there were group of us, ministers and 

pastors, we were standing in the lobby of the church and we were 

– services and we’re getting ready to leave and it was raining 

outside.  And so, the pastor of this church, he said, “Oh no, I don’t 

want you men of God going out in the rain and get your car.”  He 

said, “I’m going to have some of my people to go and pull your cars 

up for you.”  And we sat there in the lobby and man we’re looking 

at some fancy cars being pulled and man, I saw Mercedes, Lexus, 

BMW, all these nice cars and then they pulled up my car and I 

had a Toyota Camry.  And I felt so embarrassed, here’s a guy who 

had sent someone to get my car and all these other pastors driving 

all these nice cars and I’m driving a Toyota Camry, and old one 

was that and man, when I got in the car, I said to my wife, I said, 

“Never again would this happen.”  I said, “Never again.”  And then 
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it went a couple of weeks later I had a brand-new BMW, but I 

bought it and I thought back, why did I buy it?  I bought it to 

impress somebody else.  The Camry was running just fine.  I 

mean, the Camry was clean, it was well calibrated -- I mean, the 

engine ran like a sewing machine, but I got rid of it because I want 

them to be impressive just like everybody else.  But what I didn’t 

realize everybody else won’t go pay my car note.  The people that 

were impressed, they were not going to pay my car note. 

 

 And so, I brought undue stress on to my life because now I got to 

pay, I got to pay something that I didn’t have to pay before all 

because I was trying to impress someone. 

 

00:10:05 

 

 And so, I believe God said to us very clearly there.  He said, “You 

can be in a lot more content and happier if you get rid of this stuff.  

Stop trying to impress people to get all this stuff you can’t afford 

and it’ll stress you out and cause so much discontentment in your 

life, simplify your lives, simplify your lives.  I mean, learn to 

simplify your life.  Simply is not in all that stuff.  Simplify your 

life. 

 

 I like our pastor, he has learned really, he always said he just got 

a big house be he also says, he said, “I’m happy in my own house, 

it’s the old house.”  That he has.  He said, “I’m really happy.”  He 

said, “Number one, I don’t handle house big though.”  And he said, 

“Number one, he said, “And you know I got enough room here.”  

He said, “I’m content.”  He said, really, the house does not make 

any difference?”  Now, he went on and bought one for his wife.  He 

went and bought one for his wife.  He really bought it for his wife.  

He didn’t buy it for him.  I can tell you that, he really bought it 

for his wife. 

 

 He was content, he was happy.  And you know and he said, he 

said, “Now that I got this big house,” he said, “my expenses have 

shot up.”  He said, “Now, my money is tight because I got to pay 

this big old house note now.”  He said, “He didn’t have to pay that 

before.” 

 

 And so, I begin to see that all of these things they add so much 

too our lives, but they also add so much unnecessary worry and 

discontentment and unhappiness and we lose peace of mind.  But 

I believe God wants us to just strip away some things, just strip 
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away some things and he wants to show us what true 

contentment really is, what true happiness, what true peace of 

mind really is. 

 

 It’s not in material things, it’s not in things that we were to 

accumulate and we strive and we go after so much for you to get 

this and we have such big desires and all of these things.  But it’s 

not the acquisition of more things that’s going to satisfy you and 

to make you happy and to give you contentment and peace of 

mind. 

 

 Let me read something here that I read, Thomas Kelly and he 

wrote, he said, “Our deepest need is not food, clothing, shelter 

important as they are.”  He said, “Our deepest need is God.”  Our 

deepest need is God.  Now, the Apostle Paul he wrote there in 

Philippians 4:11, he said, “I learned and the things that I’ve 

learned to be content.  Wherever I find myself, I’ve learned to be 

content.” 

 

 His contentment was not based on his material possessions or his 

material needs being met because there were many times that his 

needs were not met and he said, “I was hungry, I was is cold, I 

was hungry,” but he said, “I was still content.” 

 

 So, let us know that our contentment is not based on what we 

have, it’s not based on what we accumulate.  That contentment 

that he kept into that was coming from something on the inside, 

something on the inside which was, the life of God, the life of God 

on the inside of him.  The life of Christ, his relationship with God 

tapping into the purpose of God for his life and what the peace of 

God that was in his life and he was so excited that the joy that 

Jesus was giving him about, the eternal life and life that was on 

the inside him, it caused him to be content no matter where he 

found himself. 

 

 In the jail cell, he was content, shipwreck he was content, in cold, 

in hung, and what, he was content.  He said, when I’m full and 

when I’m prosperous, I’m content.  The contentment doesn’t 

change me, So, what’s going on around me and he said, “In my 

life, I am content based on my relationship with the Lord, Jesus 

Christ on the inside.  That joy He has given me and the peace that 

He’s given me, the purpose that I have and the presence that I 

have on the inside.”  He said, “I don’t need anything else to make 
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me content.  My contentment is in God, my contentment in God, 

is in God, is in God.” 

 

 Someone wrote this, “We have contentment when we are not 

centered in ourselves, but centered in Him.  We have contentment 

when we are not centered in ourselves.  Please notice, the reason 

we are discontented because we’re looking out for others, this is 

what I want, I’m dissatisfied, I don’t have this. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 But when you get off of yourself and you put yourself in Him, you 

abide Him and He abides in you, your happiness is going to 

change because He becomes the wellspring and the source of your 

contentment.  And so, no matter what’s going on around you, now 

you can have joy and you can have peace because of the life of 

Christ Jesus is in you. 

 

 You know where your contentment is really going to come and 

really comes when you tapped into the purpose of God for your 

life, when you’re living for God, when you’re living for God and 

when -- I mean, when the presence of God is just refreshing your 

soul, it refreshes your soul and so, he’s refreshing your soul on the 

inside, that’s the contentment that people are looking for.  That’s 

really what they’re looking for and they think it’s on the outside.  

Your wealth is measured by the fewness of your wants.  Your 

wealth is measured not by how much you have, but about the 

fewness of your wants, by the fewness of your wants.   And so, 

when we get that contentment from God, you’re not going to need 

a lot of other things, you’re not going to need. 

 

 Somebody said, “I didn’t know God was all I needed until God was 

all I have.”  See, God is my everything, He is our all and all.  We’re 

complete in Him, the Bible says.  I mean, everything is in Him, 

it’s in Him.  You’ll get in Him you’ll going to be happy.  You’re 

going to have peace of mind you’re going to be content.  It’s in 

Him, it’s in Him.  And so, when we center our lives in Him, then 

we have true contentment. 

 

 First Timothy 6:6, You don’t have to turn there but it says simply, 

“Godliness with contentment is great gain.”  Godliness, in other 

words, living for God, tapping of the things with God, Godliness 

with contentment is great gain.  In other words, the contentment 

that flows out of God into your life, that’s a great gain, that’s 
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really the wealth, you’re wealthy when you are content with the 

things that God has put in your life and your relationship with 

him and the life of Christ and you realize you’re on this earth to 

serve Him.  That’s where your contentment comes to serve Him 

not because I bought a new car, I bought a new house or I got this, 

or made that or did this. 

 

 My contentment is, all that I’m walking with God and now God is 

on the inside and His life is flowing through me and I just blessed 

somebody and I just did what God wanted me to do, that’s where 

your contentment really comes in. 

 

 Here is something a quote I felt was interesting.  It says, “While 

the poor dreamed of having riches, the wealthy long for 

simplicity.”  While the poor dream of having all that stuff, the 

wealthy, they realized all that stuff is not all that’s really cracked 

to be and they just thought, “I want some simplicity, some 

relationship, some peace.” 

 

 Incidentally, we don’t have any peace with all that stuff, while 

somebody they feel that somebody is always after their stuff.  You 

can’t even hardly rest good.  And so. the wealthy, they just want 

some stuff. 

 

 You know, some celebrities would just want to be able to go to the 

grocery store or to the mall without being mobbed.  See, the 

wealthy, they start looking for simplicity.  They forgot the value 

of just being able to take a walk without being mobbed and to 

have a little personal privacy.  So, I can go sit-down in a 

restaurant and eat a meal without 15 people lining up to get my 

autograph and they forget about the simplicity. 

 

 And so, it’s the poor dreams of great riches and the wealth, they 

begin to desire just simplicity, simplicity. 

 

 You know Mike Tyson said, “He was happier when he didn’t have 

money.”  That’s what he said.  And now, you can really look at 

him and see that.  He owes more than that when he did when he 

was broke. 

 

 So, I understand exactly what he said.  He said he was happier, 

he said, “He was happier before he came in the fame of success.”  

The passion and the fame were just telling me about an article on 

the internet where they interviewed eight lottery winners and all 
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these people had all this money and wasn’t what they thought it 

would be. 

 

00:20:04 

 

 And most of them said, “They were happier before they won the 

lottery.”  How the lottery caused so much misfortune, so much 

loss of relationships, so much loss of happiness and they said, 

“They were happier before they won the lottery.”  Can you 

imagine, I know some of you all said, “I’ll take my chances with 

it.  I’ll take my chances and prove that myself.” 

 

 But is that something, contentment.  Godliness with contentment 

is great gain.  Godliness with contentment is great gain.  So, I left 

there with Hebrews 13, Verse 5 and 6 simply says, “Live your life 

without covetousness.  Don’t be after, don’t just be seeking 

something else that you got to have, trying to get more.”  He says, 

“Be content with what you already have.”  

 

 Be content.  Slow down and begin to thank God of what you 

already have.  And He actually listed four things and He said that 

you ought to be aware of:  number one, He said, “You should be 

thankful of what you already have.  Appreciate, recognize, be 

thankful for what God has already done.  And when you stop to 

do that, you’re going to find out how good is God has already been 

to you. 

 

 Number two, he said, “Realize that the presence of God is always 

with you.”  Realize that presence of God is always with you, 

realize that presence of God.  And see, that’s part of counting and 

being thankful for what you already have.  You already have His 

presence with you, you already have His presence. 

 

 Number three, He said, “Realize His promise that he will supply 

your daily needs.”  Realize His promise that he will supply your 

daily needs. 

 

 Number four, He said, “Realize God is your helper.”  Realize God 

is your helper, realize God is your helper.  And if you do those four 

things, be thankful for what you already have, be thankful for 

what you already have and do those other three things there.  He 

said, “You’re going to find contentment, but realize that God is 

your helper. 
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 So, realize, be thankful, realize His presence is always with you, 

His promise that he will meet your daily needs, and then, you 

realize that God is your helper, God is your helper, God is your 

helper.  His presence is with me, His promise is with me that he 

will meet all of my needs every day. 

 

 And see, that begins to alleviate stress and worry and you can 

have peace of mind and you can have contentment and you can 

happiness when you realize those four things.  Then on top of that, 

is says, “God is my helper.”  You all that are here, when He said 

who His helper was. 

 

 He said, “God is my helper.”  That word helper from the Greek 

word, “Voithos.” and voithos comes from two words -- let me say 

how to pronounce this, I don’t know how to pronounce (00:24:18) 

they really matter.  This is the first word, Βοηθοσ or Βοηθοσ or 

whatever and the second word is Τρέχω.  So voithos comes from 

those words. 

 

 Now, the first word Βοηθοσ it means a cry for help, this, we’re 

talking about the word helper.  He says God is my helper.  That 

first word means -- Βοηθοσ means a cry for help.  Τρέχω means to 

run, means to run.  So, the entire word Βοηθοσ Τρέχω helper in 

the Greek it means, one who comes running when we cry for help. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 That’s your helper in the Greek.  One who comes running when 

we cry for help.  Now, you can understand why he had 

contentment.  He said, “I’m thankful for what I already have.  His 

presence is with me always.  I had His promise that He meets my 

needs every day and then, He’s my helper, one who comes running 

when we cry for help.  One who comes running when we cry for 

help. 

 

 I have children so I know what it means when a child cries for 

help.  My daughter broke her finger, smashed her finger in the 

door and closed the door, her finger was still in the door.  The door 

was complete sealed, she cried for help.  And you should have seen 

me come and running.  So, I know what the Father is telling me.  

He said, “One who comes running when you cry for help.” 

 

 My son, we were in the ocean and he got a little farther away to 

stand up and he almost went under, he cried for help and I came 
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running.  So, I know what he’s talking about when He says, “We 

have our helper, one who comes running when we cry for help.”  I 

know exactly what’s He’s talking about, that’s was the Father. 

 

 We’re out of time.  Praise God.  God to AirJesus.com and you can 

listen to this message in its entirety.  You can also email it to a 

friend, message number 7230.  Thank you for joining Brothers of 

the Word because brother, you need the Word.  Amen.  Praise 

God, praise God. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: God wants us to be happy.  He wants us to be content.  He wants 

us to have peace of mind.  If you remember those four things, you 

just remember those four things:  Be thankful, be thankful for 

what you already have and know that His presence is with you 

always and know that His promises with you that meets your 

needs every day and then lastly, you remember, He is your helper, 

He is your helper.  He is the one who comes running when you cry 

for help.  Praise God. 

 

00:27:22 
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