
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy 

Longing For A Relationship 

 

Sermon Title: Longing For A Relationship 

Sermon Number: 7231 

Speaker: C. Elijah Bronner 
 

Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7231.mp3 
Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/7231.mp4 

 

 

BrothersofTheWord.com 
 

http://www.tech-synergy.com/
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7231.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/7231.mp4
http://www.brothersoftheword.com/


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7231.mp3 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen.  Praise God.  We’re delighted to 

have you join us today whether you’re watching by television or 

listening by internet or audio cassette tape, whatever means 

you’re joining us, we’re delighted to have you.  Stay tuned to 

today’s broadcast.  You’re going to be richly, richly blessed. 

 

 Open your Bibles if you will to the Book of Jeremiah Chapter 24, 

Jeremiah Chapter 24, Jeremiah Chapter 24 and I like to read 

Verse 7.  Let’s read Verse 7 there in unison.  Jeremiah 24:7, 

ready?  Read.  “And I will give them an heart to know me, that I 

am the Lord and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, 

for they shall return unto me with their whole heart.” 

 

 And I wanted just use at the subject today, longing for 

relationship, longing for relationship.  God puts a premium value 

on His relationship with us and our relationship with Him.  In 

fact, the reason God created us is so that He could fellowship with 

us and so that we can fellowship with Him.  God created us for 

relationship with Him.  If you studied the Harden of Eden, God 

showed up everyday just to commune to fellowship with Adam 

and with Eve, and it was the pinnacle of our existence is to have 

relationship with God. 

 

 The greatest privilege of mankind is to have relationship with 

God.  It gives us the greatest pleasure and it gives God the 

greatest pleasure to fellowship with His man, with you and I.  It’s 

a greatest pleasure and the greatest privilege there is in life.  And 

so, God is not after our money.  He is not after our abilities.  He 

is not even after us to see what He can get us to do for Him is you 

that God wants.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You that God 

wants.  It’s you that God wants.”  God wants your heart. 

 

 The Book of Malachi 1:2, God said -- He said just almost of a 

feeling of frustration.  He said, “I have loved thee.”  I have loved 

you.  As to say, “You forsaken my love.  You haven’t regarded my 

love for you.  I have loved you.”  He said there in Malachi 1:2, “I 

have loved you and yet you have forsaken my love.”  God loves us 

so much.  God loves us so much and He wants a relationship.  He’s 

longing for relationship with us. 

 

 And the prophet here Jeremiah, I believe he says, “There is 

coming a time when my people will want to know me.”  That’s 

what God says through Jeremiah.  There is coming a time when 
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my people want to know me.  And I believe that time is now.  I 

believe we are in that time prophetically and this is what God 

spoke through Jeremiah because at that time, the people did want 

to know Him.  They went everywhere and it felt to God.  And God 

said through Jeremiah, “There is coming a time, there is coming 

a time, --” and Jeremiah begin to cry through the vista of time and 

He said, “There is coming a time when God’s people will want to 

know Him.” 

 

 And I believe we’re in that time.  How many of you want to know 

Him today?  We’re in that time.  We are in that time.  I found this 

verse very interesting.  Open the Book of Exodus.  You don’t have 

to turn that Exodus 34:14 in the New Living Translation.  It reads 

this. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 It says, “For He is a God who is passionate about His relationship 

with you.  He is passionate about His relationship with you.”  The 

King James Bible Translation uses the word “jealous,” “God is a 

jealous god.” 

 

 Why do you think He’s jealous?  Because He’s passionate about 

His relationship with you and we need to be passionate about our 

relationship with God.  Think about, He’s passionate about His 

relationship with us and He wants us to be passionate about our 

relationship with Him.  Paul told Him in 1 Timothy 6:21, he said, 

“Some of these people have missed the most important thing in 

life, they don’t know God.” 

 

 You realize that you are as close to God as you want to be.  You 

are as close to God as you want to be.  Bible says, “Draw near to 

God, He will draw near to you.”  So, where were you want in your 

position your relationship with God?  You are as close as you want 

to be.  Our relationship with God is a matter of choice.  We choose, 

we determine how close we want to be with God. 

 

 Some people are just satisfied being on the outskirts of a 

relationship just showing up on Sunday and worshiping for a 

couple of hours and that’s the extent that they want their 

relationship to be with God.  But there are other people that want 

God, they really want God.  They are hungry for God.  They really 

want to know Him.  They really want to be in a close relationship 

with Him. 
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 Notice in our text there in Jeremiah 24:7, He says, “I’m going to 

give you -- the time is coming, I’m going to give a heart.” And the 

word “heart” means desire.  I’m going to create a desire in my 

people to know me, to know me.  That word “know” means, it’s 

talking about intimate knowledge on a personal level, a close 

trusting relationship, becoming acquainted with Him intimately.  

So, He said, “I’m going to give you a desire to become acquainted 

with me intimately.  I’m going to give you a desire to become 

acquainted with me intimately.” 

 

 Not just to know about me but to know me.  You could read 

theological books about God but you will never know Him that 

way.  You won’t know God until you come to God yourself.  You 

can hear other people talk about Him.  You can listen other 

testimonies.  You can listen to tapes and you could read all type 

of books.  You can attend services but until you personally come 

to God and open your heart and say, “God, I want to know you.  I 

want to know you.”  You’ll never know God until you choose to 

know God. 

 

 Remember, you are as close to God as you choose to be.  An 

intimate relationship with God is not an accident but it’s a choice 

that we make to be close to Him and to be in a relationship with 

Him.  Philippians 3:10 in the Amplified Bible, the Apostle Paul, 

he said this, “My determined purpose is that I may know him, 

that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately 

acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and 

understanding the wonders of His person more strongly and more 

clearly.”  That was His determined purpose to have them know 

Him, that I may know Him intimately. 

 

 You know, I was -- one day this week, I was preparing to pray and 

as I entered into prayer, the thought came to me, “What is that I 

really want?  What is that I really want?”  I felt almost like 

Solomon when God asked Solomon.  He asked Solomon, He said, 

“What is that you want?”  And I had that same type of experience. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 The moment I kneeled in prayer is almost like the thought, the 

question was there on the inside of me.  What is that you really 

want?  And as if God was saying, “Whatever you ask of me, I will 

give it to you?”  What is that you really want?  And I begin to 
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search and I said, “I’m not after fame.  I’m not after success.  I’m 

not after money.  God, I’m not even after a sermon.”  I said, “God, 

I want a relationship with you.  I said, I want relationship with 

you.  I want to know you?  What is that you really want?  What is 

it you really want?” 

 

 Some people have missed the most important thing in life.  They 

don’t know God.  You realized, you can be in the ministry and not 

know God.  Trust me, I know because I’m in the ministry and I 

operated in the ministry without knowing God before.  I’m guilty.  

People operate.  A lot of times, they operate with gifts and talent 

and they never know God, never know God. 

 

 People, they become busy by it just going through the motions of 

spiritual worship, just because there is sun, do we get up and go 

to church.  And we go through the motions but there’s really no 

relationship.  There’s really no relationship.  And so, ask yourself 

that question, “What is it I really want? What is it I really want?”  

The answer for me personally is that, “God, I want a relationship 

with you.  I want a relationship with you.”  Notice that in 

Jeremiah 24:7, He said, “He would give us that desire.” 

 

 He said, “I will cause my people to want to know me.”  He will 

start that desire.  And so, that desire is on the inside of all of us 

but a lot of people are using other things, trying to fulfill that 

desire and they chase other things and go after other things, and 

are busy with other things and have other pursuits in life but 

none of those other things will ever satisfy the longing that is in 

your heart to really know God, to really know God, to really know 

God. 

 

 I never forget hearing Jim Bakker who was the founder of the 

president of the PTL Club and when the scandal brought the 

ministry down, and He said that they were so far away from God 

that no one in the ministry even prayed when the scandal came 

and the ministry crushed.  He said, “We were so far--”   Now here 

they were serving God, I want you to see this.  They were busy 

serving God on television every day, getting everybody saved and 

He said, “When this ministry crushed” He said, “Nobody even 

stopped to pray.” 

 

 And then He said this, He said, “I have learned that God didn’t 

want me to save the world.  God wanted me first to have a 

relationship with Him.”  And then of all of His experience of going 
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to prison and coming out, that’s what He said.  He said, “I’ve 

learned that is not my job to save the world but it is my job to 

have a relationship with God, a relationship with God.”  Longing 

for relationship, longing for a relationship.  And so many people 

have confused serving God with being in a relationship with God.  

They are not the same.  You can be busy serving but have no 

relationship with God. 

 

 God doesn’t want your service, He wants you.  He wants you.  You 

remember, Jesus was at the home of Mary and Martha.  And 

Martha was all in the back in the kitchen as she was making 

preparations and cleaning up and cooking, and doing everything, 

and Mary was seated there at the feet of Jesus.  And Martha 

finally was angry and she came at Jesus.  She said, “Jesus, why 

don’t you make Mary do something?” 

 

 Jesus said, “Mary has chosen the good part.”  He said, “You’ve 

been incumbent about with much survee(ph).  Mary has chosen 

to be with me.”  So, noticed, “God wants your relationship not 

merely your service.” 

 

00:15:00 

 

 Jesus said that in the judgment time, there are going to many 

who said, “Jesus, we casted out devils in thy name.  We heal the 

sick in your name and we raise the dead in your name.” And Jesus 

is going to say, “Depart from me.  I never knew you.”  See, that 

service without relationship.  God wants relationship not service.  

Turn over to the Book of Hosea.  If you flip to the right a few Books 

from Jeremiah, you run into small book there, Hosea Chapter 2, 

Hosea Chapter 2, Hosea Chapter 2. 

 

 And I want you to see this, Hosea 2:16, “And it shall be at that 

day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call me 

no more Baali.”  Notice that.  He said, “It shall be that day that 

you shall call me Ishi, no more Baali.”  That doesn’t mean too 

much too is they’re reading it, they’re in the King James, but let 

me tell you what those two words mean.  “Baali” means, it implies 

owner or possessor.  And so, God is saying you no longer referred 

to me as your owner just as simply your creator. 

 

 The Bible says, “We’ve been bought with a price.”  So, He owns us 

by right of redemption through the blood of Jesus.  He owns us by 

right of creation.  But God says here.  He says, “There’s coming a 
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day where you no longer refer to me as Baali, as owner, as simply 

your master because servants, they respond to their master and 

call them master or lord.” 

 

 He said, “You’re no longer refer to me as simply your master, your 

owner, your possessor, but instead you’ll call me in that day, Ishi.”  

“Ishi” means the affection of family relationship, relationship.  

Notice what it says, “You no longer call me your owner, you’ll refer 

to me as your master, as your creator.  You’ll refer to me as your 

family relationship.”  God, I want a relationship with you.  I don’t 

want to just be your God.  I’m your Heavenly Father and in fact, 

here in the Hosea, he’s referring to himself literally as husband.  

And that’s why He used Hosea to act out with his wife.  He said, 

you’re going to illustrate me with my people.  I’m your husband.  

I’m in covenant relationship with you. 

 

 And he began to give vows and he said, “I vow”.  He gave the 

covenant marriage vow that I will love you forever and I always 

be your husband.  I’ll always be in relationship with you.  There’s 

nothing you can do to make me ever stop loving you.  He said, 

“You’ll never refer to me as Baali again, not as your owner.”  Not 

as a relationship with the slave to a master but we’re a family.  

We’re in the family together.  I’m so glad we are in the family of 

God.  We’re in the family of God. 

 

 He said, “I’m your husband, I’m your husband, I’m your husband.  

I’m in covenant relationship with you.  I’m your husband.”  What 

is relationship without fellowship is lifeless.  What is relationship 

without fellowship?  There is no relationship without fellowship. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 God says, “You refer to me no more as your possessor, as your 

owner.  All that you will call me -- you will call me your Father.  

I’m your Father.”  And so, He reveled himself, Jesus revealed 

himself.  He revealed God to us as the heavenly Father.  They had 

never heard that before.  They had always known Him as the 

Great God of Israel, and Jesus shows up talking about.  “Oh, your 

Heavenly Father have knowledge.  He knows you need these 

things.  Why don’t you ask him?” 

 

 They looked at Him strange, “What do you mean Heavenly 

Father?”  He is God, He’s the God, the Great God of Israel.  But 
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Jesus revealed Him as Ishi, as a relationship.  “He is your Father.  

He is your Father.” 

 

 I want you to notice what God has done in relationship with us.  

At one time, we were servants to God, at one time, we were 

servants to God.  He moved us from being servants to God.  He 

moved us to being friends.  Then, He moved us from being friends 

to being servants. 

 

 I want you to see the progression.  He took us from being servants 

to being friends and now, we’re son, the very children of God, the 

very children of God.  Notice the progression and the relationship.  

He brought us closer.  He said, “Now you’re my servant”.  He said, 

“Wait a minute, come on in the house, you’d be my friend.”  He 

said, “Uh-uh, come on back to my bedroom.  Now you’re my son.”  

We were brought into relationship with God.  Behold what 

manner of love is this that God has bestowed upon us that we 

should be called the sons of God.  We’re in relationship.  We’re in 

relationship with God.  That’s my Daddy. 

 

 Turn your neighbors and say, “That’s my Daddy.  That’s my 

Daddy.”  Now, when you get to know Him as your Daddy like that.  

That’s what the Bible says, you will start calling Him Abba, 

Father.  It means “Daddy God”.  See the relationship the Bible is 

trying to bring us into, he’s no longer the eternal supreme being, 

the creator of all majesty and glory.  Now, he’s Daddy God, he’s 

Daddy God.  And they couldn’t approach this fierce, great, 

powerful God in the Old Testament.  But now, the Bible says, 

“Come whole, before the throne.” 

 

 See, you just go right in the throne and seat on Daddy’s knee and 

you start telling what you need.  Say, “He’s Daddy God.  He’s 

Daddy God.”  He’s Daddy God to him.  And when you start 

knowing Him in that relationship, well, I’m telling you, when you 

enter in that closeness, that covenant relationship with Him.  

First thing is going to happen, your trust level is going to change.  

Your trust is going to change.  One man said this, He said, “Faith 

is knowing God.”  He said, “Simply put faith is knowing God.”  If 

you say you don’t have any faith, I can tell you why you don’t have 

any faith, you don’t know God, that’s why you don’t have any 

faith.  Because if you’re in relationship and a close relationship 

with God, faith is automatically present. 
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 To know Him is to trust Him, to know Him is to trust Him.  And 

so, when you’re in this close communion and fellowship and 

relationship with God, you trust Him.  And so, you say, “God, this 

is what I need.  Your words says, ‘I can have it’.  I’m asking you 

for it as my Heavenly Father.  I believe I receive it.”  That’s the 

end of that because you trust Him as your Heavenly Father to 

bring it to you.  Look at what He did for the children of Israel, 40 

years He clothed them.  Forty years He fed them, 40 years, 40 

years He took care of their needs.  What makes you think He is 

any different now that He will not need -- needed every day?  

What makes you think he is any different?  And they were 

servants.  We’re sons and we’re daughters of God. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 He said, “Israel was a servant but through the blood of Jesus, we 

become His sons.”  All you ought to hear.  You ought to hear me.  

The prodigal son, the prodigal son, what he had lost relationship 

with his father.  And I want you to see His mindset, when He 

came to himself.  He said, “I’ll go home because I’m eating pig 

slop, and the servants at my fathers’ house are living better than 

this.  So, he said, “I’ll return home as a servant and even as a 

servant in my father’s house, I’ll be better off that I am now.” 

 

 But when he went home, the first thing the father did, the father 

said, “Bring me a ring and put it on his finger and the ring was a 

sign of his sonship.”  The first thing the father did when he 

returned, God restored relationship.  The father said, “No, you’re 

not a servant, you’re my son.”  He put the ring on his finger, the 

ring was a symbol of sonship.  I’m in the family.  I am in the 

family.  I am in the family relationship. 

 

 We are out of time.  Thank you so much for joining us.  Please go 

to airjesus.com and you can listen to this message in its entirety.  

You can also email it to a friend, message number 7231.  Thank 

you so much for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

 And so, I hate we’re out of time.  I was just about to get excited.   

But listen, it’s simple, start developing your prayer life and here’s 

what we’re missing in prayer.  We think prayer is setting aside 

30 minutes a day or an hour a day and this is how we develop a 

relationship with God.  And that’s true that if you really want to 

take it to the next level, learn to pray all day, throughout the day.  
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I don’t mean in a form of religion, I’m talking about, while you’re 

driving, you just talk to God. 

 

 While you’re washing the dishes, you’ve given Him a praise.  You 

said, “I want to be close.  I want a relationship.”  You learn to 

practice the presence of God when you bring God into the 

everyday, daily activities.  God wants to be involved with 

everything you’re doing, everything you’re doing.  So, it’s not a 

long formal prayer, where you got to be in your knees, bent over, 

shaken for an hour and you set aside a devotion time.  And then 

we have attendance that lead God in that little devotion time of 

the day. 

 

 No, God wants to be with you all day.  And so, you (00:28:08) and 

here’s a second thing, you got to know His word.  You learned God 

through His word.  You got to learn the nature of God, the 

attributes of God, the character of God.  You’re going to have to 

come to know God through His word.  And so, you start learning 

His word, reading His word, meditating on His word, reading His 

word, talking with Him.  This is how you build your relationship 

with God.  Read His word, meditate on His word, talk with Him.  

And God will begin to speak.  Give God time to speak.  He’ll speak 

to you.  He’s not going to speak to you until you develop that 

relationship. 

 

 Now some people are too busy and because they’re so busy and 

they’re so far away from God, don’t get me wrong, they’re still 

going to church, still serving and they have no relationship with 

Him, and because of that, God will start trouble in your life to 

bring you back to Him.  And so, you wonder why things happen, 

God is trying to get your attention.  God said, “Don’t forget about 

me, don’t forget about me, don’t forget about me, you won’t truly 

live until you come to me.  Life is in me.” 

 

 And so, God allows things to happen in your life just to bring you 

back to Him.  And then you will find your life in Him.  Your life is 

in Him.  You’re not going to find life until you connect with Him 

because your life is in Him.  And so, those are the two major 

things you want to do, those are the two major things you want to 

do.  You want to talk with Him.  You want to spend time in the 

word, meditate on the word, you don’t have to read your Bible all 

day.  I mean, while you’re driving alone, you can just be 

meditating on the scripture that you’re in.  See, that’s meditate. 
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 And so, God will speak to you during your meditation time.  He 

will speak to you during your prayer time.  One person said, ‘’I 

never hear from God.” 

 

00:30:02 

 

 And I talked to Him all the time, and the pastor said, “Well, that 

explains why you don’t hear from me, you do all the talking.”  

You’re not giving Him a chance to get (00:30:14).  And so, learn to 

be quiet, learn to be quiet, just meditate and be quiet.  God will 

speak to you in your quiet moments.  This is how you get to know 

Him.  Spend time with him, you’re not going to get to know 

anyone.  If I met you, and you didn’t know me and I didn’t know 

you, and I said, “Hi, my name is Charles and you told me your 

name is Marcus and we sat down for three hours over lunch and 

never said another word.” 

 

 After those three hours, all I would know is His name is Marcus.  

I wouldn’t know him because there was no dialogue.  And so, we 

know God, conversing with Him, spending time with Him, any 

word and in prayer.  And then here’s the third key, you go to have 

to be honest with Him because He knows everything anyway. It’s 

your honesty that God values in relationship.  That’s what He 

knows.  You studied the great men of the Bible, the great women 

of the Bible, you find that they were brutally honest with God.  

Read through the Psalms, in David, you’re here.  A lot of times, 

we think that when we talk to God, we have to talk to a certain 

way.  We can only say certain thing.  David said, “God, I’m afraid.  

God, I feel like I’m about to die.” 

 

 He told his fears.  He told when he was courageous.  He told when 

he was afraid, when he was scared.  He said when he didn’t have 

faith.  He told God when God, he felt like God had desert -- So, 

you’ve got to be brutally honest.  You got to just tell God like it is 

God, “I don’t know how I’m going to make it.”  Be honest with you.  

I know you were to say this, I know you’re with me and all of that, 

but God I’m scared to death here.”  It’s that brutal honesty with 

God that God love because now you’re being genuine in 

relationship with Him. 

 

 You find all the great men of God, they were brutally honest with 

God. Moses stood one day and he just held his fist up.  He said, 

“Just go ahead and kill me, if I got to take any folks by myself.”  

He was just brutally honest.  He said, “Now, you don’t tell me how 
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we’re going to go and (00:32:31).  Just kill me now.”  But God love 

-- The Bible refer to Moses as a friend of God.  But that friendship 

was developed because of the honesty. 

 

 Moses was honest in his feeling, God respected that.  God said, 

“All right.  Okay, Moses.  I’ll show you myself.  That will make 

you feel better.”  And so, it’s that honesty.  Just remember those 

three things.  There are lot of keys I can give.  I just want to leave 

you to keep it simple, those three things.  Develop your prayer 

life, and I don’t mean just 30 minutes all you need.  I mean, 

throughout the day, just a short prayer.  God help me.  God, I love 

you.  God you with me.  God, I praise you.  Just short sentences 

while you’re working throughout the day.  Just short prayers, sort 

prayers.  Learn His word.  You have to learn His word to know 

really who God is.  Learn His word.  Be honest.  Be honest with 

Him. 

 

 Tell Him when you messed up, tell Him when you have an evil 

thought.  Tell Him when you feel jealous.  Tell Him when you feel 

anger.  Be brutally honest.  You do those three things, your 

relationship is going to grow, you’re going to come to the point to 

really know God, you really know God.  Praise God.  Amen, amen.  

 

  I told God, I was going to (00:34:05) I don’t want a sermon.  I said, 

“I don’t want a message.”  I said, “I don’t want money, things.”  I 

said, “God forget all of that junk,” I said, “God I want you.  I want 

to know you.  I want a relationship with you, I want a relationship 

with you.”  If you’re not careful, other things will come in your life 

and steal your relationship with God.  Praise God. 

 

00:34:33 
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