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C. Elijah: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the word.  Amen. 

 

 Well, we welcome all of you that are joining us by television or 

from the internet or by whatever means you made joining us.  We 

are delighted to have you.  Stay tune to today’s message.  Have 

you ever been afraid of anything in your life?  Well, if you have, I 

want to give you something to encourage you today. 

 

 Just before we open our Bibles, you can go ahead and open your 

Bibles today over to the book of Psalms chapter 27, and just before 

we read our text, we read verse 14 in a moment.  But I had a 

humorous e-mail that a friend of mine e-mailed me not too long 

ago and I just want to share it with you.  I thought it was funny.  

I hope you think it’s funny too.  It’s entitled, “I Stand at the Door.” 

 

 A new pastor moved into town and went out one Saturday to visit 

his parishioners.  All went well until he came to one house.  It was 

obvious that someone was home but no one came to the door even 

after he had knocked several times.  Finally, he took out his card, 

wrote on the back Revelation 3, 20 and stuck it in the door.  

Revelation 3, 20 reads, “Behold, I stand at the door and knocked.  

If any man heard my voice and opens the door, I will come in to 

him and will dine with him and he will with me.” 

 

 The next day as the pastor was counting the offering, he found his 

card in the collection plate and below his message was a notation, 

Genesis 3, 10, which reads, “And he said, I heard thy voice in the 

garden and I was afraid because I was naked.”  I thought it was a 

good joke. 

 

 All right, open your Bibles up to the book of Psalms chapter 27 

verse 14.  Psalms 27, 14.  Let’s read that together there in unison.  

Ready, read.  “Wait on the Lord, be of good courage and He shall 

strengthen thine heart.  Wait, I say, on the Lord.”  I have read 

this verse for a number of years, known it, seen it and the other 

day I was reading it and the Lord just sort of brought one section 

of that to my attention and that’s the section of be of good courage 

and that’s the one I want to use for subject today, “Be of good 

courage.” 

 

 You know, all of the times that I had read the verse, I was always 

concentrating on the wait part because it opens up saying, “Wait 

on the Lord” and then it closes saying, “Wait, I say, on the Lord.”  
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So, the emphasis sort of drones you to the waiting before God.  But 

then I was sort of prompted by the Holy Spirit to notice that there 

is something God wants us to be doing while we are waiting.  

There is something more than just waiting and notice it says, be 

of good courage.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Be of good 

courage.” 

 

 And I begin to realize that that is quoted quite often throughout 

the Bible.  In fact, if you just turn over one book, there at Psalms 

31 verse 24, you will see it again.  Psalms 31 verse 24 and notice 

what is says as it opens there. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 It says, “Be of good courage and He shall strengthen your heart 

all ye that hope in the Lord.”  And so, He just sort of brought that 

to my attention to be of good courage.  There is one thing to wait 

on God but that’s not all, God wants you to do something.  While 

you are waiting, he wants you to be of good courage. 

 

 So, God doesn’t want you to be just waiting in fear and he didn’t 

want you to be just sitting there and waiting in a stressful state 

or just waiting in anxiety.  He didn’t want you to just be there 

waiting and ringing your hands and sweating and you worry to 

death.  But while you’re waiting, he gives this proclamation not 

just wait but be of good courage.  Be of good courage.  And I found 

that this is something that God said throughout the Bible, 

throughout the scriptures several times throughout the Bible. 

 

 You notice he shows up in the beginning of Joshua.  He said, 

“Joshua, be strong and be of good courage.  Be of good courage.  

Tell the people to be of good courage.  The very first time that they 

were to go into the promised land.  The reason they were not able 

to enter is because they had no courage, they were afraid and 

there was fear of entering into what God had promised that kept 

them out of the promised land.  And so, when Joshua takes over, 

God makes it so -- He was so adamant about it, don’t make the 

same mistake twice this time, be of good courage.  I haven’t called 

my people to fear, I have called my people to courage. 

 

 God really didn’t like fearful folk, to be honest with you.  He really 

doesn’t.  The Bible says that -- this is actually interesting.  The 

Bible tells about a list of people that’s going straight in the hell 

and you know the first category of people?  The fearful.  The Bible 
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says the fearful and the unbelieving they lead the way.  Isn’t that 

something?  The fearful and the unbelieving, they lead the way in 

destruction and that is actually why God says be of good courage.  

Be of good courage. 

 

 Fear isn’t from God.  God has no part of fear.  And so, he gives us 

this instruction to be of good courage.  And the funny part is 

everyone is afraid in some time or other.  You know it’s really a 

human emotion.  We all experience fear some time or other some 

type of fear in one form or another, we all experience it and yet 

this why God is calling us to courage because God doesn’t want us 

wallowing around in fear, not in fear.  He calls us to courage, to 

be strong and courageous. 

 

 One translation says act like a man.  You know, that’s what God 

told Job.  Job was merely muffing around and God finally said, 

“Gird up your loins like a man.”  Now, when I look into that God 

was really telling him to put on a jacket strap.  Put on a jacket 

strap that was God telling Job.  Job was merely muffing around 

and God finally just got us put on the jacket strap on, Job, and act 

like a man.  And so, God doesn’t like fearful people.  He doesn’t 

like fearful people.  So often we are afraid of so many things that 

happen in our lives and it’s really a discredit to God because if we 

fear, we are really saying, “God, you are not present to help us” 

because you wouldn’t be afraid if you knew God had your back. 

 

 And so, that’s why God is able to tell us to be courageous.  Be 

courageous because it’s not just you standing there but I’m behind 

you, I’m with you.  I’ll never leave you nor forsake you.  And that’s 

why the Bible says, “We can boldly say because we know that He 

will never leave us nor forsake us. 

 

00:10:04 

 

 We can boldly say the Lord is my helper and I shall not fear what 

man shall do unto me because God is my helper, He has my back.  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “God has my back.” 

 

 You know, even the very great lose courage at times.  Napoleon 

one time in one of his battles and they were facing defeat and they 

were losing the battle, his army was about to be defeated.  And he 

turned to the drummer boy and he said, make the sound of retreat 

because we are just about defeated.  And the drummer boy looked 

back at Napoleon, great military leader, and he said, “I was never 
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taught the sound of retreat.”  He said, “I was only taught the 

sound to charge.”  And when he says that, something snapped on 

the inside of Napoleon and he said, “Well, play the sound of charge 

then.”  And they went back in the battle and won the war. 

 

 And I think that’s the way it is in our lives.  There are times when 

we want to play the sound of retreat and God will say, “I don’t 

know the sound of retreat.”  God only knows the sound of courage.  

God only knows the sound of faith.  God only knows the sound of 

moving you forward in your destiny.  And so, we find that God 

calls us to courage.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Be of good 

courage.” 

 

 Some of you just have been worried, you have been worried by 

little things going on in your life.  Bills, I got a lot of bills due, my 

gas is due, my rent is due.  And God will say, “Be of good courage.”  

Put a jacket strap on and be a man.”  Now, if you’re a woman I 

guess -- I don’t know what he is telling you, “Put on a brassiere” 

or something, I don’t know.  Put a girdle along, squeeze it.  But I 

know the man, He is telling us to put on the jacket strap. 

 

 What are you afraid about?  Jesus woke up one time in the middle 

of a storm and first thing He said to His disciples, “Why are you 

so fearful?”  Jesus didn’t have any fear.  I mean he just live outside 

of fear.  Fear has no part of His life.  He walked in complete 

courage.  And so, there is courage.  You’ll find God call and people 

to courage.  I like people that will stand for right because it’s right.  

See, courage will cause you to speak up when everyone else is 

silent and a stand when everyone else is seated.  Courage will 

cause you to fight for what is right because it’s right. 

 

 The Bible says that God when you stand for morality and 

righteousness because it’s right, that God stands by you, when 

you stand for what’s right.  That’s one thing I like about our 

pastor, he is very courageous when it comes to -- he wants to know 

what’s right and what’s the right thing to do.  And he doesn’t care 

where he is or who’s involved.  He is always going to tell you what 

is right and he is not afraid.  And that is what God calls us. 

 

 That is why so many things are -- so many laws are being passed 

because Christians aren’t standing anything, aren’t doing 

anything and immorality is taking over their land and God is 

calling us to be of good courage.  Stand up where your voice says.  
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No wonder so much immorality is going on in the land.  My people 

aren’t standing anything, aren’t standing up for anything. 

00:15:00 

 

 And if you stand for nothing, you’ll fall for everything.  And so, 

that’s the part of being courageous when you’re unwilling to 

compromise. 

 

 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego they said, “We will not bow.”  

And they said, “Our God is able to deliver us and even if He 

doesn’t, we still will not bow.”  See that was courage in the faith 

of failure.  They had courage and risked their lives in the face of 

fire. 

 

 Queen Esther when it was time where the Jews were about to be 

alienated and she knew she was the only hope for her people and 

her life will literally be put on the line by going in to the king and 

she made this declaration after she had wrestled with it.  She had 

wrestled with the fear of fear of losing her life, fear of losing her 

position, fear of losing her throne and everything that she had 

obtained and she finally said, “If I perish, I perish, but I’m going 

in before the king.”  She said about perish, I just perish. I like 

that.  See, that’s courage.  She said, “If I perish, bless God I just 

perish.”  I like that.  Not afraid. 

 

 Let me give you the definition of courage.  Be of good courage.  Let 

me give you the definition of courage.  Courage means the quality 

of spirit that enables one to face difficulty without fear. Let me 

read that again.  The quality of spirit that enables one to face 

difficulty without fear.  God knew that there will be difficulties in 

your life.  God knows that there are hard times in this life and 

that’s why he calls you to courage.  That’s the quality that allows 

you, enables you to face those hard times without fear.  And he 

calls us to be of good courage. 

 

 I kept looking at that phrase, be of good courage.  And I looked at 

all of the Hebrew definition and all of the Greek definition and I 

kept time to sort of compact it.  It’s a really good glimpse of what 

it means and I came up with 3 phrases that really summarize the 

meaning of be of good courage that he gives us here in Psalms 27, 

14.  Here are 3 phrases I just sort of put in my own words after 

looking at all of the Greek and the Hebrew concerning that 

command of be of good courage, to be of good courage.  This is 
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what it means.  Means to cheer up, don’t fear, and be confident.  

Cheer up, don’t fear, and be confident. 

 

 Now, the next time you are in a stressful situation and you need 

God’s help.  Here’s the first thing God is telling you to do while 

you are waiting on Him to help you, cheer up, don’t fear.  Cheer 

up, don’t fear and be confident.  You want to say that to yourself 

when you find yourself being stressed out and worried and having 

situations.  You say those 3 things.  Number one, cheer up.  The 

first thing (00:19:19) life out of you.  And so he says cheer up, 

that’s why it says be of good courage.  The same phrase Jesus used 

to use, be of good cheer.  The same type of phrase.  And so, literally 

be of good courage, it means to cheer up, don’t fear and be 

confident. 

 

 So when you’re in situation when you feel yourself sagging and 

you are afraid and you don’t know what to do and you’re about to 

-- you say this to yourself, “Cheer up, don’t fear, be confident.”  I 

like that.  Cheer up, -- 

 

00:20:00 

 

 -- don’t fear, be confident.  You are waiting on God to move, God 

says this is something you want to do while you are waiting.  

Cheer up, don’t fear, be confident.  And why does God say that?  

God instead of waiting on him, he wanted you to at least act like 

he is not going to come.  So cheer up!  You might as least cheer 

up, don’t fear, be confident.  Cheer up, don’t fear and be confident. 

Say that with me, “Cheer up, don’t fear, and be confident.”  Cheer 

up, don’t fear, and be confident.  That’s what the phrase means to 

be of good courage. 

 

 I was talking to a young lady on the phone one day and she was 

in so much distress, so much pressure was on her and stress and 

so many financial burdens weighing her down.  And as I was 

talking to her, she finally just let out a loud scream and she said, 

“I’m about to have a nervous breakdown.”  She said, “I’m about to 

lose everything” and she said, “I’m about to lose my mind.”  Up in 

here, up in here. 

 

 And you know, as I begin to say to her, I said, “Listen, everything 

is going to be all right.”  I said, “You and your family are going to 

be fine.  I said, “It doesn’t mean that it ain’t going to be rough, 

maybe rough all the time, but what you’re going through shall 
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pass.”  I said, “You got to know and believe that God is working 

for your good even if you have to get put out temporarily and lose 

this home and lose some of your material things just rest assured 

God is working for your good.  He cares for you, he loves you.”  She 

said, “You really mean -- you really think so?”  I said, “I don’t 

think so, I know so.”  And she began to come back into some 

composure as I begin to -- and what I was doing I was speaking to 

her courage.  Now, the way that I spoke to her courage, I 

encourage.  I encouraged her courage.  And the more I talk, more 

courage she got.  See, courage is the fruit of encouragement. 

 

 The Bible literally says that we’re supposed to encourage one 

another every day and I understand why because God has called 

us to courage.  He has called us to courage.  And so, we are to 

encourage one another every day.  That builds our courage.  When 

you speak to your children and you speak to your spouse and 

encourage, you’ve cause courage to come forth.  And so, courage 

is the fruit of encouragement and so we encourage one another 

daily.  Encourage those in your home and in your family.  

Encourage your children. Encourage because courage is the fruit 

of encouragement. 

 

 I was reading over in the book of Judges when God went to a 

young man and He went to the most fearful man in the land, his 

name was Gideon.  And when God sent the angel to Gideon, 

Gideon was down in a winepress threshing wheat and you are 

supposed to be out in the open air when you’re threshing wheat 

because you throw that up in the air and the wind blows up the 

(00:24:52) the wheat falls to the ground.  And Gideon was down 

in the winepress, not out in the open air, -- 

 

00:25:00 

 

 -- he was down in a winepress, down in the ground, in a hole in a 

ground and he was throwing up wheat.  And the reason why he is 

down in the winepress is because he was hiding, he was afraid.  

He didn’t want to (00:25:11), so if you walk by all you saw is this 

hole with wheat coming out of it.  That was Gideon down there. 

 

 And so, the angel of the Lord came there and sat right down the 

top and he just look down and said, “Oh thou mighty man of 

valley.”  God was just having fun with him.  God is having fun. 

He said thou might man of valley.  Gideon looked and “You’re 

talking to me?”  And God begin to work in his life and He changed 
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him into one of the greatest man of courage in the Bible.  And the 

way -- I wish I have time to take you through it and show you how 

God did it.  It just bless me so much when I saw that. 

 

 I am out of time, those of you that are watching by television or 

listening online, you can go to airjesus.com and you can hear this 

message (00:26:10).  It is message number 7237 and let it continue 

to encourage you in your daily life.  Thank you so much for joining 

us here at Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the 

word.  Amen. 

 

 Praise God.  Be of good courage.  I don’t want to take time to really 

go in but God worked in with Gideon there and he just continually 

encourage and encourage him and Gideon became the mighty 

deliver.  He never saw himself as the mighty deliver but God knew 

that he was a deliver all along and God encouraged him into his 

destiny and all of us has great and wonderful destinies and 

sometimes we’re fearful to step toward our destiny, to step out to 

go toward our destinies and God just want me to tell you to be of 

good courage.  Don’t fear, cheer up. Don’t fear, be confident. 

 

 Pastor Nathaniel was telling me yesterday he was talking with a 

gentleman and Pastor Nathaniel told him that, “You’re supposed 

to be a pastor.”  And he said, “I knew it but I have been running 

because I’m afraid.” And it was fear that keeping him out of 

pursuing his destiny and so many of us were not in our destinies 

because we are afraid to follow our heart and to do what God has 

called us to do in life because of fear.  And so God just want to 

send this word to you, be of good courage.  Be of good courage and 

God will bring you into the destiny that he has for your life. 

 

 Praise God.  Thank God so much.  Amen.  Wait on the Lord and 

be of good courage.  I was talking to a young man yesterday and 

he told me -- he said, “The job I’m in I know I’m not supposed to 

be in it but I’m afraid to quit.  I know this isn’t my destiny but I’m 

scared, I’m afraid.”  And so, our fears so often prevent us from 

allowing God to take us where He wants to take us.  But be of 

good courage.  Wait on the Lord.  Be of good courage.  He shall 

strengthen thine heart.  Wait, I say, on the Lord. 

 

00:29:00 
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