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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because “Brother, you 

need the Word.” 

 

 Amen, amen, amen, amen.  We welcome you today those of you 

joining us by way of television or from one of our online ministries.  

We are delighted to have you join us today.  Stay tuned to today’s 

message. 

 

 Have you ever been in a situation that you didn’t quite 

understand, didn’t quite understand things and why certain 

things were happening the way they were?  Well, stay tuned to 

today’s message. 

 

 Open your bible, if you will, over to the Book of Psalms, the Book 

of Psalms.  Book of Psalms Chapter 31.  Book of Psalms 

Chapter 31.  Psalms 31.  And this particular Psalms -- this Psalm 

is depicting David trusting God in hard times and seeking God’s 

deliverance and the he really leaned upon his trust in God here 

in Psalms 31, that God would see him through and deliver him.  

And throughout this time of trial, he goes through a range of 

emotions from being in turmoil and all types of anguish and then 

the are yet times of great trial. 

 

 And then as I read Psalms 31, I realized that whenever he was in 

anguish, he was always talking about his problems.  And he used 

words like he said, “I’m in trouble.  I am forgotten as a dead man.”  

He said, “I’m a broken vessel.”  And he said, “My enemies have 

come against me, have charge over me.”  And so, I noticed that 

during the time that his soul was in anguish, he was always 

speaking about his problems.  And then he would speak in 

triumph, a different spirit would take over him and in those 

instances, I noticed he was always talking about God.  And he 

speaks of God’s mercy, and God’s kindness, and the righteousness 

of God, and God’s delivering power, and the fact that God has 

heard his cry.  And it is in those moments when he talks about 

God that he is in a great(ph) spirit and voice of triumph. 

 

 And so, I noticed that he based his prayer and his request on all 

of the things that he said about God.  He based his prayer and 

request on God’s mercy, on God’s kindness, on God’s 

righteousness, on the fact that God hears us when we cry to him.  

And so, it was from those things that he based his prayer to God.  

And so, it taught me something, that we are to never base our 

prayer to God based on our problems.  Don’t base your prayer to 
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God based on the size of your problems but rather base your 

prayer to God based on the size of your God.  And that’s what 

David did. 

 

 And so it’s a wonderful Psalms there, Psalm 31, a wonderful 

Psalm in which he bases his prayer on the size of his God and not 

on the size of his problems.  And so, that’s something that really 

touched me and touches us and teaches us and admonishes us 

today.  Let’s read there, in Psalms 31.  We can begin in verse 7.  

Psalms 31:7.  We’ll read through verses 15.  Psalms 31:7.  Let’s 

all read together in unison, ready?  Read. 

 

 “I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy for thou has considered my 

trouble, thou has known my soul in adversities and has not shut 

me up into the hand of the enemy.  Thou has set my feet in a large 

room.  Have mercy upon me, oh Lord, for I am in trouble. 

 

00:05:03 

 

 Mine eye is consumed with grief, ye’ my soul and my belly, for my 

life is spent with grief and my years with sighing, my strength 

faileth because of mine iniquity and my bones are consumed.  I 

was a reproach among all mine enemies but especially among my 

neighbors and they fear to mine acquaintance.  They that did see 

me without fled from me.  I am forgotten as a dead man out of 

mind.  I am like a broken vessel for I have heard the slander of 

many.  Fear was on every side while they took counsel together 

against me, they devised to take away my life but I trusted in 

thee, oh Lord, I said thou art my God.  My times are in thy hand.  

Deliver me from the hand of mine enemies and from them that 

persecute me.” 

 

 And just there in verse 15, the beginning of verse 15, really 

ministered something to me.  And he says, “My times are in thy 

hand.”  My times are in thy hand.  And I just want to use as a 

subject today, “God is in Control”.  God is in control.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “God is in control.”  God is in control.  Notice 

what he said at the beginning of verse 15, “My times are in thy 

hand.”  One translation says, “My destiny is under your control.”  

Another translation says, “My life is in your hands.”  My times 

are in thy hand.  God is in control. 

 

 How many of you know God is in control?  God is -- you know, God 

never panics.  He never panics.  God’s never wringing his hands 
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trying to figure out what he’s going to do.  You know God is never 

-- he is never taken by surprise.  You know nothing unexpectedly 

ever happens that God wasn’t prepared for.  And so, God is always 

in control.  God is always in control.  And this is a powerful truth 

if God’s people will get ahold of it.  God is always in control.  God 

is -- turn to your neighbor and say that “God is always in control.”  

I mean God is not running for re-election.  God is always in 

control.  He is always in control.  God is in control. 

 

 And so, David said, “My times are in thy hand.”  In other words, 

“God, you are in control of my life and my destiny.  What happens 

to me is in your hands.”  And he realized in that bad situation 

that he was in, even though he was in a bad situation, he still 

realized that he was in the hands of God.  And he said, “God, you 

are in control.  You are in control.”  And David was expressing his 

belief that all of life’s circumstances are under God’s control.  That 

was his belief.  All of the circumstances of life are under God’s 

control.  There are no accidents in the realm of God, only incidents 

in the will of God.  And I’m going to answer -- God is in control.  

He is in control. 

 

 Matthew 10:29.  You don’t have to turn there.  But even Jesus 

tells us something about God being in control. 

 

00:10:04 

 

 The sovereignty of God.  Jesus said that, “Two sparrows aren’t 

worth but a penny.”  And he said, “Yet as seemingly insignificant 

as the life of a sparrow may seem,” he said, “no sparrow falls to 

the ground without the knowledge and the permission of your 

heavenly Father.”  No sparrow falls to the ground as minute  and 

seemingly unimportant as the life of a sparrow is, a sparrow can’t 

even touch the ground without being permitted by God.  And God 

wants to let you know I’m in control no matter how (00:10:57) 

small it is, no matter how miniscule something may be in your 

life, I am in control.  I am in control.  No matter how small it is 

that doesn’t go without God’s knowledge and he must permit it to 

happen.  And I don’t care how great it is as great as the Roman 

army and empire was, they could not crucify Jesus, Jesus had to 

lay down his life. 

 

 See, God was in control.  God is in control, no matter how small, 

and there’s nothing too big in your life that God is not in control 

of.  And so, notice here, in Psalms, David says, “My times are in 
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thy hand.”  My times are in thy hands.  That word “times” there 

are in the Hebrew is the word “eth”, E-T-H, “eth” in the Hebrew.  

And he says, “My times, my eth, is in your hands.”  And what he 

was saying, “eth” means all of the events, occurrences, 

circumstances, all of the seasons of life, all of the time, all of the 

times of life are in your hand.  All of the events, everything that 

happens, and I want you to see the stoke of which David is looking 

at this.  Nothing happens by accident.  God, everything that 

happens, you’re ultimately in control.  You are ultimately in -- a 

sparrow can’t even fall to the ground without you.  And that’s 

what Jesus was saying, and if God takes that much care with a 

sparrow, how much more do you think that God is involved in 

your life?  God is in control. 

 

 And so this word, eth, means all of the events of your life, all of 

the occurrences of your life, all the circumstances, all the seasons 

of your life and then it’s broken down primarily into three 

categories.  The worth “eth” in the Hebrew is broken down to the 

regular events of your life, just the regular day to day events that 

my times are in your hands, just your regular events God’s in 

control of, the regular events.  Then it’s broken down to the second 

category, the unrecurring incidents that happen in your life. 

 

 And so, he’s saying my times are in your hands.  Those things that 

happen, they don’t happen regularly.  These are unrecurring 

things, things that happen seeing like out of nowhere.  David 

says, even those things are in your hand.  The things that happen 

all the time, that’s in your hands.  The things that happened that 

I hadn’t planned on, just the unrecurring of activities, those 

things are in your hand.  And then the third thing he says, and 

then the set time, the set time, those set times are in your hands.  

That’s -- those are the times where you have a date with destiny.  

Those are the times where the bible says in the fullness of time 

God sent his son.  So, that was a date with destiny.  The bible says 

Jesus couldn’t even be crucified until his time, until it’s time. 

 

00:15:05 

 

 And so there are certain times where we have a date with destiny.  

And see, those three categories, the eth, and that’s what David 

said, “My eth are in your time.”  All of these categories of time, all 

the events, the occurrences, the events, the activities, the 

incidents of my life, things that happen regularly, things that 

don’t happen regularly, they happen one or two times, and then 
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those things that are set time in my life, my destiny, will have a 

date with -- all those things are in your hands.  All those things 

are in your hands. 

 

 I remember telling you one time about a particular woman and 

her husband had been on a car accident.  And his friends are 

gathered into the hospital and his friends were so in dismay and 

so hurt that their friend had been on a car accident.  And when 

the wife walked in the room, they said, “Oh, how could God let 

something like this happen?  How could God do this?”  And she 

said, “You all don’t realize this but because of this accident, they 

found when they opened him up to do surgery on his accident 

injuries, they found that he had cancer.  And while they were 

there operating on his accident injuries, they were able to remove 

all of his cancer which literally saved his life.” 

 

 And see, they didn’t understand that.  They didn’t understand 

that.  But see, God was in control.  God was in control.  And so, 

David got the realization nothing happens in my life God that you 

are not aware of and that you are not in control of.  Everything 

that happens to me, God is in control.  All of your hurts, all of your 

failures, all of your disappointments, all of the things that go 

wrong in your life, I don’t want you to be in dismay, God is in 

control of your life, and God knows what he’s doing.  He’s 

sovereign.  He’s God all by himself.  He doesn’t need anybody else 

to be God.  He is God and he is in control.  Now, it would be a 

frightening thought, it would be a frightening thought to think 

about this being who can do whatever he wants to do, whenever 

he pleases to do.  That would be frightening on and of itself.  But 

when you know the rest of God, when you know that he’s perfect 

in love. 

 

 So, here’s the God that can do whatever He wants to do, but He’s 

perfect in love.  And not only is He perfect in love, He’s infinite, 

He’s wisdom.  So, He knows more than you know.  So, turn to your 

neighbor and say, “He knows more than you know.”  And so, He’s 

perfect in love.  Here’s the God who’s sovereign.  He can do 

whatever He wants to do whenever He wants to do it but He’s 

perfect in love, He’s infinite in wisdom.  So, that lets you know, 

God is only doing those things that are for your good.  He’s only 

doing those things that are for your good.  He only does the things 

that are for your good. 
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 Let me share something just to show you how sovereign God is.  

Let me show you a few scriptures.  Turn over to the Book of 

Psalms.  Psalms 115, Psalms 115.  Psalms 115:3.  “But our God is 

in the heavens.  He has done whatsoever he has pleased.”  That 

lets you know where God -- God does whatever he wants to do.  

But here’s the key, he’s done whatever he’s pleased, whatever he 

pleases but you need to know what pleases him.  What pleases 

him is to do things for his glory and for our good.  See, that gives 

you light now in his sovereignty.  God’s not out just calls and 

wreaking havoc in people lives just to be wreaking havoc. 

 

00:20:02 

 

 God does what he pleases but what is it that pleases him?  To do 

things for his glory and to do things for our good.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “God’s working for my good.”  He is sovereign.  

He is sovereign and He is in control and it’s good to have 

somebody in control when they know what they’re doing, and God 

knows what He’s doing. 

 

 Turn over to the book -- let me show you a couple in Isaiah.  Isaiah 

Chapter 14.  Isaiah Chapter 14.  Isaiah 14:27.  Isaiah 14:27.  It 

says, “For the Lord of hosts have purposed and who shall disannul 

it and his hand is stretched out and who shall turn it back?”  In 

other words, when God wants to do something, nobody can stop 

Him.  He is sovereign, He is in control.  In Isaiah, if you turn to 

Isaiah 43:13.  Isaiah 43:13.  Isaiah 43:13. 

 

 “Ye’ before the day was, I am He and there is none that can deliver 

out of My hand.  I will work and who shall let it?”  That word “let” 

there in the Hebrew means “reverse”.  God says I’m going to do it 

who can reverse it?  Who can reverse it?  So, the sovereignty, the 

sovereignty of God.  One last scripture, Isaiah 46.  Isaiah 46:10.  

Isaiah 46:10.  “Declaring the end from the beginning and from 

ancient times, the things that are not yet done saying my counsel 

shall stand and I will do all my pleasure.”  See, God does exactly 

what he pleases to do.  And so, knowing that all of our times are 

under His control and that God is going to do what He wants to 

do, when He wants to do it. 

 

 And so, like David, David realized that all the times of his life, all 

the good and all the bad, every circumstance, every event, he 

understood that God had a purpose and a plan for his life and we 

just read when God has a purpose and a plan, nobody can reverse 
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it.  Nobody can stop it.  And so, that’s why when David got in 

trouble, he thought about the plan God had for his life.  And so, 

he said, “God, all my times are in your hand.”  You have a plan 

for me so if I’m in this trouble, you’re in control because I know 

the end that ask for, I don’t know you already have a plan.  And 

when you have a plan, nobody can stop it, nobody can change it, 

nobody can keep it from coming to pass.  And so, that’s why God, 

all of my times are in your hand.  You’re in control.  Evidently, 

I’m in this because there’s something in this you’re going to use 

to get me to my destiny where I’m supposed to be in you.  And so, 

realized that whatever happened, all of my times, all of my times 

are in your hand, all of my times. 

 

 That’s why, really Paul (00:24:20) in the book of Romans 8:28 

where it says, “All things work together”.  All things work 

together.  Notice all things work together.  Now, there are a lot of 

things in our life, a lot of circumstances, a lot of events, a lot of 

things that happen, but notice, Paul said, they all work 

synergistically together, not isolated.  Isolated -- when they are 

isolated, they may be bitter.  Ask anybody who can cook. 

 

00:25:01 

 

 Brother Rick, I’m sure you’ll attest to this.  If you’re making a 

cake, there are many individual ingredients.  There’s butter and 

there’s flour and there’s sugar and there’s yeast and there’s salt 

and there are eggs.  Now, if you ate those ingredients individually, 

you can’t stand them.  They’re horrible.  You try.  How many of 

you had a raw egg?  See, nobody wants to eat raw egg.  How many 

of your want to just eat a bowl of flour?  Nobody wants to eat a 

bowl of flour but when that baker puts all those things together 

and begin mixing them and intertwining them and baking them 

all together, out comes a delicious cake. 

 

 And so it is in your life, when God takes all of the individual bitter 

circumstances of your life and all of the bad stuff that happens to 

you on an isolated basis and when he blends all those things -- He 

says, “Give me all of your things that don’t taste good.  Give me 

all of your unpleasant experience.  Give me all of your distasteful 

things and I’ll blend them together into a soft and delicious that 

you will be able to enjoy.”  God is in control in our life. 

 

 We’re out of time, thank you so much for joining us.  Please go to 

AirJesus.com and you can listen to message 7238.  You can email 
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it to a friend or listen to it in its entirety for yourself.  But thank 

you so much for joining us here at Brothers of the Word because 

“Brother, you need the Word.” 

 

 Amen, amen.  God is in control.  God is in control.  And David 

understood that this one isolated event that he was having 

trouble, he understood God would use it, God would blend it, God 

would mix it, God would put it all together for his good.  All things 

work together, work together, not isolated.  All things work 

together.  So, you go through a hard time, don’t despair, just say, 

“God, this time is in your hands.  You are in control.”  And God 

works that bad time with this bad time with that bad time with 

this bad time and when God finishes, He now has built you into 

the perfect image of Christ Jesus.  And you didn’t understand it 

because everything was so bitter that you were going through but 

God is in control. 

 

 All of our times, all of our times are in His hand.  All of our times.  

All things work together for good to them that love God.  There’s 

a requirement.  You got to love God.  Now, if you don’t love God, 

it’s not working together for your good.  But if you love God, all 

things are working together for your good.  Those that love God 

that are called according to this purpose and so David realized 

this is working together for my good.  And so, my times are in thy 

hand.  Praise God.  Praise God.  Give God a hand for He is good.  

Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen. 

 

 That was -- it’s kind of fun to have us talking with one of our 

members, Brother Tim, earlier today.  And in the middle of the 

conversation, he stood up and he said, “God is in control”.  And he 

had no idea I was teaching on this tonight and I don’t even know 

if he remembers saying it but he is -- we were talking about 

something, something -- a little problem trouble he was going 

through but he said -- but all he said -- he said right in the middle 

of it.  He said “God is in control”.  He said “God is in control”.  And 

I didn’t know how he knew I was going to be teaching on that 

tonight.  And so, it’s so true that God is working in our lives even 

when things don’t seem to be going right.  Because you love God, 

God will turn around and God will work for your good.  He always 

-- He only does -- He does what he pleases but what pleases Him 

is the work for our good and for his glory.  Remember that.  He 

always works for our good and his glory. 

 

00:30:11 
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