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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining brothers of the word because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 We welcome those of you joining us by television or internet or 

some other means that you’re tuning in today.  We’re delighted to 

have you.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  Want to just rearrange 

your thinking a little bit, enlarge you and allow you to experience 

new things in your life.  So stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

 Matthew Chapter 9.  Let’s begin in Matthew Chapter 9.  Matthew 

Chapter 9.  And when you get there say, “Amen.”  Matthew 

Chapter 9, first book of the New Testament, Chapter 9, Verse 16 

and Verse 17.  Matthew Chapter 9, Verse 16 and Verse 17.  Let’s 

read those two verses together in unison.  Ready?  Read.  “No man 

putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which 

is put in to fill it taketh from the garment, and the rent or the tear 

is made worse.  Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else 

the bottles break and the wine runneth out, and the bottles 

perish: but they put new wine into new bottles and both are 

preserved.” 

 

 And look, just once again, let’s just read the first half of Verse 17.  

“Neither do men, put new wine into old bottles.”  And that word 

bottles literally translate it wineskins.  And so it says, “Neither 

do men put new wine into old wineskins: else the bottles break 

and the wine runneth out, and the bottles of the wineskins 

perish.”  So, I just want to use as a subject, old wineskins.  Old 

wine skins.  Turn to your neighbor and tell them, “We’re talking 

about old wineskins.”  Old wineskins.  Old wineskins.  I believe 

there something is Jesus is saying.  Something that he is teaching 

here that we need to really pay attention to just to give you a little 

background on these wineskins. 

 

 Now, back in Bible days and the time period in which this 

occurred.  They didn’t use glass bottles for wine.  They used goat 

skins.  And so they would take the goat skins and they would -- 

once they would dry and cure them, they will saw up the edges, 

make them water tight.  And then they would use the skins to 

hold wine.  So wine can be poured into the goat skin, the 

wineskins.  And so as new wine was poured into these goat skins, 

these containers that were used to hold wine.  As the wine 

fermented, the wine would expand.  And so the skin, the goat 

skin, it would expand as well.  And so the wine would expand as 
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it fermented and the skin expanded to hold the wine.  It expanded, 

it stretched with the wine that was poured into it. 

 

 And so the problem here what Jesus is saying was old wineskins, 

they don’t expand.  They don’t stretch.  There is no elasticity in 

them.  They become hard brittle and set in their ways.  They 

become rigid.  They don’t expand.  They don’t stretch.  They are 

literally restricted.  And so, Jesus is saying there are some new 

things that God wants to do in our lives.  And there are some new 

places that God wants to take us in our lives but he can’t do it if 

we have restrictive attitudes. 

 

00:05:10 

 

 If we are set in old mindset that are rigid, that won’t stretch, that 

won’t expand.  And so, God’s time to pour new wine, something 

that it’s expanding, something that is growing into old wineskins.  

These skins that are set in their ways and rigid and hard and 

stack in old mindset, old negative mindset and restrictive 

attitude.  Old ways of thinking.  And Jesus said, “When you pour 

new wine in all wineskins, those skins will burst because they 

won’t stretch.  They are no good and they’ll burst and you will lose 

the skin and the wine.”  And so Jesus causing is now to stretch 

our thinking, to not have these old wineskins.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “We’re talking about old wineskins.”  Old 

wineskins.  Old wine.  God wants to stretch us.  He wants us to 

be pliable.  He wants us to still have our elasticity because God is 

a moving God.  God is big God.  And so when he pours in, you can’t 

be contained in old ways of thinking.  It’ small minded thinking.  

It is the old negative mind set that has no room to grow. 

 

 And so God, he can’t operate.  He can’t pour his new wine.  So God 

can’t do new things in our lives when we are rigid and hard and 

sick in our old ways.  We were talking last few days about -- we 

were actually talking about wine and we were looking at wine 

from the church perspective and this is what we notice.  We notice 

that the church for centuries has frond on drinking any alcoholic 

beverages, wine included and yet, there’s nothing wrong with you 

eating a porkchop or greasy barbeque ribs or some fried cat fish.   

 

 And so, when we talked about the new breakthroughs and the 

new information that has come out about wine, and then we begin 

to understand why Jesus turn water into wine.  And why he uses 

wine to even represent his blood.  And so, Paul chose him to take 
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a little wine for your stomach sake, for fermenting(ph).  And so, 

what the information, the medical discoveries that wine actually 

benefits the cardiovascular system and it benefits and cuts 

cholesterol and lower the blood pleasure and all of these things. 

 

 And you find European countries who consume wine with their 

meals.  They have low occurrences of heart disease and all of these 

things.  And so, the pastor he said, “I’m going to start drinking 

wine.”  And you know, it’s taboo in the church world because we’ve 

looked at that as you just sin if you’re drinking wine.  When all 

along, wine and the reason Jesus made wine, wine was actually 

beneficial, and I mean in moderate amount.  Wine is beneficial to 

the body.  It’s beneficial to your health.  And so, you have to have 

a new mindset.  Not to be stuck in old tradition where it’s okay 

for you to eat fried porkchops, but don’t drink any wine. 

 

 And so, that’s an example of having an old mindset.  And so we 

begin to change, we begin to expand.  We allow God to show us 

what we’ve been missing and yet, Christian falling out with heart 

disease, maybe it’s because if only they would ever take a little 

wine.  It would clear out some things in their system.  But because 

of our stubbornness, and rigidness and stuck in tradition, we take 

the fried pork chop instead of the wine.  And so our thinking is so 

backwards when it comes to so many different things in life. 

 

 I heard a story of young men and he had always had a dream of 

owning his own business. 

 

00:10:03 

 

 And he was in the computer field.  He’d always had a dream of 

owning his own business.  But when he got married and he had 

to pay the bills and so he sort of left dreams and he just went anf 

got a regular job and just to make ends meet.  And so he just 

became satisfied and complaisant with that job, because it was   

putting food on the table.  And so a few years later, a friend of his 

called and then said, “A grand opportunity just opened up”.  This 

company is actually looking for some software developers.  And 

he said, “It’s been a dream of yours, I know your in the computer 

field and I know you have what it takes to do this,” and he said, 

“Man, this is a great opportunity.”  He said, “In fact, you can 

actually start your own business and just simply sale the software 

to the company that’s in need of software.” 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7236.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7241.mp3 

 And then this young man, he said, “No.”  He said, “I’ve been out 

of it too long.”  He said, “It’s too risky.”  He said the job I have it 

doesn’t pay much, but at least a steady income.  And he turned 

down.  He turned down an opportunity that God had sent his way 

to promote him.  And he passed on it because he had an old 

wineskin.  He couldn’t stretch, he couldn’t expand and he was 

stuck in its old way of thinking and it limited his opportunity, and 

his chance and he forgot about his dream.  And so, so often God 

wants us to be able to expand.  We’re literally limitless when we 

take the limits off of our thinking. 

 

 Let me tell what Robert Kriegel and Louis Patler wrote.  It said, 

“We don’t have a clue as to what people’s limits are.  All the test, 

the stopwatches, and the finish lines in the world can’t measure 

human potential.  God wants to fill our lives with new wine, but 

he cannot increase us if we have restricted attitude.”  And Jesus 

so beautifully thought that simple truth.  An old wineskin cannot 

hold new wine.  Old wineskins can’t hold new wine.  And so, so 

often we’d say, “I’m not able.  I can’t do it.  I don’t have the 

education.  I don’t have the experience.  My skin color is the wrong 

color.  I’m from the wrong family.  Nobody else in my family has 

done anything.  I’m just a nobody.”  These are all old wineskins.  

Old wine.  Limited by their own thinking.  Old wineskins.  And 

God wants to increase us and then promote us and he has greater 

and more in store for us, but he cannot pour new wine in the old 

wineskins unless they burst and all the wine spilled and wasted. 

 

 And so, God wants us to get rid of these all old wineskins.  I was 

talking last week with a gentleman and he -- I’m not going to say 

he had an old wineskin.  He was an old wineskin.  I mean --and I 

was trying to talk with him and this is what he told me.  He said, 

“Nobody will hire me”.  He said, “Nobody will hire me” and I said, 

I said, “You mean to tell me nobody in this whole wide world will 

hire you?”  He said, “That’s right, nobody will give me a job.”  And 

I said to this him, I said, “You’re exactly right because as long as 

you think of yourself as nobody wanted to hire you, nobody will 

want to hire you.  In fact, I don’t want to hire you.” 

 

00:15:00 

 

 I say, “You’re getting out of the bed, and as you go into these 

businesses for interviewers, you’re walking in and saying, ‘Hello, 

I know you don’t want to hire me, so go ahead and tell me no, and 

I’m on my way.’  You are already walking in knowing you’re not 
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going to be hired.”  That’s an old wineskin.  I said, “If nobody will 

hire you, why don’t you hire yourself.”  I said, “Hire yourself.”  I 

said, “Go somewhere, just start working for free.”  I said, “They 

can’t fire me as I’m working for free.”  I said, “This (00:15:35) still 

working free, they can’t fire if you’re working for free.”  And I said, 

“You work so well free, that they’ll be forced to give you a job.” 

 

 I said, “Don’t want on it (00:15:51).”  I said, “If a door is not open, 

then kick it open.”  I said, “Kick it open.”  I said, “What are you 

looking for?”  “Job.”  “Create your own job.”  I said, “If you’re not 

doing a thing, go pick up cans and turn them in, that will give you 

a nickel for a can.  Get out there and just get your work start.  

Make a job.  Create your own business.  Don’t stop.  Stop putting 

yourself in old wineskins, living in God when he wants to do 

something greater in your life.”  And I was -- I told him, I said, 

“Listen to me.”  I said, “God is very compassionate.”  I said, “God 

is very merciful.  God is very kind.”  But I said, “Every once in a 

while, when he runs into an attitude like yours, God is testing to 

turn you around and put a (00:16:42) up your behind and make 

you get out and do something.”  And I don’t know if that was God 

of me, but I wanted to put (00:16:50) his behind.  I did.  I told him.  

I didn’t backed down either. 

 

 Then I begin to change his mindset, and he starts thinking 

differently about himself.  And I had to tell him who he was.  I 

said, “You belong to God all mighty.  God, your heavenly father.”  

Begin to enlarge, give him new wineskin so that God could pour 

in new wine.”  So God so often wants to do so much greater for our 

lives, but we have old wineskins.  John Nathan said this, “Nothing 

dies quicker than a new idea in a close mind.  Nothing dies 

quicker than a new idea in a close mind.” 

 

 Let me read to you some people that had closed mind, old 

wineskin in history.  I found this very interesting.  These are 

people in history that said things couldn’t be done and they will 

prove them to be very wrong.  Listen to this.  Drill into the ground 

to try and find oil, you’re crazy.  That’s what workers said to 

Edwin Drake in 1859.  Old wineskins.  The telephone has two-

minute shortcomings to be seriously considered as a means of 

communication.  The device is inherently of no value to us that 

was an executive memo written by executive of Western Union in 

1876.  Old wineskins.  Heavier than air, flying machines are 

impossible.  That’s what the president of British, the British 

Royal Society said in 1895.  And he is the one with the curse 
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words.  I can’t say this one.  But it says, “Who the H wants to hear 

at this talk?”  A major movie studio owner 1927.  Old wineskins. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 Here’s another one from a major publishing book editor, 1957.  “I 

can assure you that data processing is a fad that won’t last out 

the year.  1957.”  Here is one I really like.  This is a recording 

company executive.  Rejecting The Beatles in 1962.  He said, “I 

don’t like their sound.  Guitar music is on the way out.”  Old 

wineskin.  How many ideas?  How much creativity?  How much 

fresh new innovative things God wants to do in your life and He 

runs into old wineskin?  God, I could never do it.  I don’t have the 

money.  I don’t have the experience.  I don’t have the education.  

Nobody will help me.  There are no opportunities out there.  There 

are no man out there.  I will never get married.  There’s no good 

man left.  There are no good jobs.  Everybody is getting laid off.  

Nobody is working.  Old wineskin. 

 

 “I’ll be sick the rest of my life.  This is something I just going to 

live with.  There is nothing better.  I might as well face it and get 

used to it.”  Old wineskin.  Old wineskin.  Even the Great King 

David when he was just a shepherd boy, he went there to 

Israelites camp as they were being (00:21:54) and routed by 

Goliath the Great Giant.  And even David’s brother turned to 

David, as David had inquired on who this uncircumcised 

Palestine was who was tempting the army of God.  And David’s 

brother said to him, “What are you even doing here?  Who’s 

minding those few sheep that you’re supposed to be tending to.”  

Old wineskins. 

 

 Aren’t you glad David didn’t listen to his brother?  He didn’t listen 

to his brother.  See, there are times other people we’re trying to 

put old wineskins and fit you into an old wineskin.  No, David 

says, his response was, “What does a person get to take that giant 

down?”  David was into the reward.  He said, “What do they get?  

What’s the price for taking that guy down?”  And they said, “Well, 

you’re going to get a ton of money and you get to marry the king’s 

daughter.”  He said, “What?”  David said, “I’d volunteer for the 

job.  I’d volunteer for the job.”  So David was looking at the king’s 

daughter, winking his eyes.  “And I’d volunteer for the job.”  See, 

David had a new wineskin.  He had a new wineskin, new 

wineskin.  And so God wants to stretch in a large and expand our 

thinking.  But he can’t do it if we are limited and restricted in our 
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attitudes, in old mindset, and stuck in our old ways messing out 

on the new things that God wants to do in our lives. 

 

 I like Anthony Robbins.  Anthony Robbins says he was -- I believe 

he was in New York and it was Thanksgiving.  And he had some 

volunteers, they wanted to go out and pass out baskets to the 

needy, to needy families and so forth.  And he said they had a 

problem, they needed a van.  And he said, they checked all of the 

rental car places and because it was a holiday, all the vans were 

already rented.  So, there were none.  And so Robbins met with 

his volunteers and they were on street.  He said, “Wait a minute.”  

Now, he said, “You mean to tell me that there are no vans in this 

whole city?”  And they said, “Yeah.  That’s right.  Mr. Robbins, 

every place we tried, they’ve already rented all of them.”  And he 

said, “Wait a minute.”  He said, “I see vans going up and down 

this street all day.” 

 

00:25:04 

 

 He said, “There are no shortage of the vans.  The problem is, we 

just don’t have one.”  And he changed his mindset.  He said, 

“There are plenty of vans.  There are plenty of vans, but the only 

problem is we don’t have one.”  So his mindset changed and he 

began to change the volunteers’.  Our mindset now should be how 

to we get one of all these vans that we see driving them down to 

street.  And so, they went out.  He said, “Let’s get out in the 

street.”  He said, “Let’s get out in the street.”  And they get out in 

the intersection and every time a van stop, they ask them if they 

would help.  And most of them says, “No.”  And they will get a 

little discourage.  And they said, “Everybody is saying no.”  He 

said, “No.  Don’t quit now, just keep going.”  And finally, a van 

pulled up.  And he said, “We’re trying to pass out Thanksgiving 

basket.  Can you help us?”  The guy reached over in the seat, put 

his head on, it says, “Salvation army.”  He said, “Sure.  You all 

get in the van and let’s go.”  Because he has a mindset that allows 

the new wine of God, he allowed God to do something in his life 

that was different because he allowed himself to enlarge his 

thinking and not be confined and restricted into an old wineskin. 

 

 I am out of time.  And those of you that are watching or listening, 

you can go to airjesus.com and you can listen to this message in 

its entirety, “Old Wineskins,” Message No. 7241.  And you can 

also email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us here 

at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word. 
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 Old wineskins.  Old wineskins.  Let me leave you with this poem 

and I’m finish.  Old wineskins.  Listen to this poem and I pray 

that it will help to strengthen, lengthen and enlarge your 

thinking.  “If you think you are beaten, you are.  If you think you 

dare not, you don’t.  If you would like to win, but you think you 

can’t, it is almost certain you won’t.  If you think you’ll lose, you’ve 

lost for out of the world you will find increase begins with the 

fellows believing is all in his state of mind.  If you think you are 

outclassed, you are.  You’ve got to think higher to rise.  You’ve got 

to believe in yourself before you can ever win the prize.  Life’s 

battles don’t always go to the stronger or faster man.  But sooner 

or later, the man who wins is the man who think he can.”  Praise 

God, enlarge your thinking.  Increase your thinking.  Take off the 

old wineskins that’s what Jesus were saying.  Can’t pour a new 

wine in the old wineskins. 

 

 Old restricted attitudes, old ways of thinking.  Increase can’t come 

into your life.  When that new wine hits the skin, it’s ready to 

expand, it’s ready to grow.  And so, God needs us to be pliable, 

elastic, able to receive and conceive what he’s saying, what’s he’s 

planning for us, what he has for you.  There are new things, there 

are fresh things that God wants to do, but you have to be able to 

conceive it in your own thinking.  You have to conceive it, believe 

it and act on it in your own thinking.  God just wants to know if 

you’re going to make room, you’re going to make room in your own 

thinking for the vision, for the plans that he has for your life.  

Take off the old wineskins.  New wine can only be poured into new 

wineskins.  Praise God.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

00:30:14 
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