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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 We welcome those of you joining us by way of television or in the 

internet, or some other means.  We’re delighted to have you with 

us today.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  I want to tell you how 

to be great, how to be great.  Amen. 

 

Open your Bibles, if you will, over to the Book of John, Chapter 

13.  John Chapter 13.  John Chapter 13.  And let’s actually read 

Verses 1 through 17.  John 13:1-17.  We’ll read together there in 

unison.  Let’s all read together.  Ready?  Beginning with Verse 1, 

let’s read. 

 

“Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his 

hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the 

Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved 

them unto the end.  And supper ended, the devil having now put 

into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; Jesus 

knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 

that he was come from God, and went to God; He riseth from 

supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded 

himself.  After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to 

wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel 

wherewith he was girded. 

 

Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, ‘Lord, 

dost thou wash my feet?’  Jesus answered and said unto him, 

What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.  

Peter saith unto him, ‘Thou shalt never wash my feet.’ Jesus 

answered him, ‘If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.’ 

 

Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my 

hands and my head.  Jesus saith to him, ‘He that is washed 

needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye 

are clean, but not all.  For He knew who should betray him; 

therefore, said He, Ye are not all clean.’ 

 

So, after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, 

and was set down again, He said unto them, ‘Know ye what I have 

done to you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I 

am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye 

also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an 

example, that ye should do as I have done to you.  Verily, verily, 
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I say unto you, the servant is not greater than his lord; neither he 

that is sent greater than he that sent him.  If ye know these 

things, happy are ye if ye do them.’” 

 

And if you look at Verse 5, again, Verse 4 and Verse 5, it says, “He 

riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, 

and girded himself.  After that He poureth water into a basin, and 

began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel 

wherewith he was girded.”  And then Verse 14 and 15 again, He 

says, “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye 

also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an 

example, that ye should do as I have done to you.” 

 

And I just want to use that as a simple subject, “Willing to Serve.”  

Willing to serve.  And I told you in the opening that I wanted to 

tell you how to be great.  Well, Dr. King said -- he said, “That 

everybody can be great, because anybody can serve,” and he said, 

“You don’t have to have a college degree to serve.  You don’t have 

to make your subject and verb agree to serve.  You only need a 

heart full of grace and a soul generated by love.  Everybody can 

be great.”  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You can be great.” 

 

00:05:00 

 

And so, Jesus teaches something here in this incident that he 

uses, this occasion when normally only servants washed the feet 

of guests, and since there was no servant present and since there 

were no other volunteers, nobody else asked.  Nobody else tried to 

take the position and nobody else wanted to assume the role, and 

so Jesus, himself, got up.  Jesus, himself, got up. 

 

You know something?  He’s the only one in the room who was 

worthy to have his feet washed, and yet, He was the one washing 

the feet.  He was the only one in the room who was worthy to be 

served, and yet he started serving others.  So, that’s something 

that He wanted you to see in this and that this is a role that 

servants normally do the washing of feet for their guests, and not 

just servants, but the bottom of the servants.  I mean the lowest-

grade servant. 

 

That means that was the entry-level job for servants.  They got to 

wash feet.  And so, that was as low as you can go, and here’s the 

master of all, the Creator of all, and He stoops to the lowest 

position that is available for mankind, to demonstrate and to 
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illustrate to us the spirit of servanthood, and humility, and 

selfless service onto others. 

 

And so, Jesus illustrated this and began to wash His disciples’ 

feet, saying to us that no matter who you are, no matter how much 

dignity you have, you can never ever lose.  Nothing is beneath 

you.  I don’t care how high and mighty you are.  Nothing is ever 

beneath you, and it is never too menial for you to serve in your 

other fellow mankind, and no matter how high you are, it is never 

beneath you to serve even the most menial of tasks for someone 

else. 

 

And this is what he illustrated to us, and He took the towel and 

girded himself, took of His royal gilet(ph), took of his robe, and 

Philippians, let’s us know that this was even symbolic of His 

sonship, being the son of God, that he emptied himself of His 

divine privileges and took on the form of a servant and became a 

man.  And here, He illustrates that -- He took off his robe and He 

girded himself with a towel, a servant’s girdle, and knelt, and 

began to wash feet.  And so, we seek true servanthood at its 

highest being demonstrated here in this incident with Jesus and 

His disciples. 

 

And you know, there’s something that I believe Jesus really 

wanted us to catch the spirit of what He was doing, selfless 

service.  Selfless service, out of humility, abasing yourself for 

others, for the sake of others, giving up of yourself for the sake of 

others, and he was bringing us back to servanthood.  And you 

know, this world in which we live in has become so selfish.  The 

spirit of selfishness rules and reigns in our society.  It’s all about 

“me,” what I can get.  What’s in it for me? 

 

“If I do this for you, what do I get in return?  What’s my benefit?  

What do I get out of the deal?”  And you know, we’re always 

looking out for number one.  “I’ve got to look out for myself.”  And 

so, there is such a spirit of selfishness that reigns in this world.  

People are so busy, concerned about themselves, that they’re not 

concerned about other people. 

 

00:10:01 

 

“I’m trying to take care of my own affairs.  I’ve got my own 

problems to deal with.  So, I’m not dealing with anything else.”  

And so, we’ve gone to the part where we’re not interested in other 
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people.  “I don’t have time to help other people that are in need.  

I’m so focused on what I want, what I need, and what would 

benefit me the most.  I don’t have time for anybody else.”  We’re 

so focused on our world, on our own little existence, that we’ve 

ignored and bypassed the needs of others. 

 

And so, I like something that Keith Green said.  He said, “It’s hard 

to see when my eyes are on me.”  He said it’s hard to see, “When 

my eyes are on me,” when we’re so focused on ourselves, so 

focused on ourselves and always trying to figure out what 

everybody else can do for me. 

 

Quit trying to worry about what everybody else can do for you, 

and you concern yourself on what you can do for others, what you 

can do for others.  I mean, a selfish attitude in which we are 

always dwelling on our own problems and always thinking about 

what we want or what we need, and you know, just forsaking the 

needs of those around us. 

 

A selfish attitude, it really robs us of life.  It robs us of life.  It robs 

us of fulfillment.  It robs us of having a rewarding life and being 

fulfilled.  A selfish life is a very, very shallow life.  There’s no 

fulfillment at all.  And so, God doesn’t want you to live a self-

centered life.  You have so much to offer, and God created you.  

God created you to give and to serve others.  That’s the way you 

were created. 

 

You’re not created to be an island onto yourself.  You have so 

much to give and so much to offer and when you don’t allow 

yourself, when you just center on yourself and you focus on 

yourself, you rob other people of the blessings and the joy that 

God wants to give them through you.  You’re robbing them.  

You’re robbing them.  You’re robbing them.  You have so much to 

offer.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You have so much to offer.” 

 

You have a lot to offer.  You don’t even realize it.  You’re sitting 

there saying, “Little ol’ me, what can I do?  What do I have?”  No.  

God’s invested in you.  The Bible says, “We’re blessed,” and notice 

what God told Abraham.  He said, “Abraham, I’m going to bless 

you.  I’m going to bless you so much.”  And then He said, “This is 

the reason I’m blessing you, so that you will be a blessing.”  And 

so, God has blessed us.  He’s blessed us so that we could be 

something, so that we could be a blessing. 
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You’re not blessed just to consume everything on yourself.  You’re 

blessed to be a blessing.  You’re blessed to be a blessing.  You’ve 

been given so that you can give.  And so, there’s so much that you 

have to offer. 

 

There’s so much God wants to do through you, to bless other 

people and when you are not involved in seeing about the needs 

of other people and having a servant attitude and having a spirit 

of a servant and acting as Jesus has given us the example, you’re 

literally robbing others of the joy and the blessings that God 

intends for them to have through you, when you’re so concerned 

about your life and your world, and, “I’ve got to take care of my 

own and pay my little bills.  I don’t have time for anybody else.”  

That’s not Christ’s way, and that’s not God’s way for us. 

 

And so, Jesus, He took great, great time to illustrate this through 

His own action, as He, himself, got up from the table and took off 

His garments, and He went to serve others.  He went to serve 

others.  Too many of us are just sitting at the table, feasting on 

what God has done for us, but now I say, and I submit to you, it’s 

time for us to arise from the table and lay us out our garment, and 

gird ourselves with a towel and begin to serve one another. 

 

00:15:05 

 

Nothing is closer to the heart of God than you taking care of one 

of His children.  That’s the closest thing to the heart of God, of all 

things.  Now, don’t get me wrong.  God loves to see you pray.  God 

loves to see you praise Him.  He loves to see you coming to church.  

He loves to see you read your Bible.  But the closest thing to the 

heart of God is you taking care of one of His children.  You taking 

care of one of His children, that’s the closest thing to the heart of 

God. 

 

Jesus said if you give a cup of water to one of my children, you 

won’t lose your reward.  You won’t lose your rewards, if you just 

give a cup of water.  That’s the closest thing to the heart of God, 

it’s when we take care of one of His children, when you serve 

them, when you help somebody else.  And that’s why Jesus, 

Himself, said, “When you’ve done it unto the least of these, my 

brothers, you’ve done it under me.”  That’s the closest thing to the 

heart of God. 
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You want to touch the heart of God?  Start serving other people.  

Start meeting the needs of other people.  Pour yourself into the 

meeting-the-needs of other people, and you’ll be surprised at how 

you touch the heart of God. 

 

I like something that John Bunyan said.  He said, “You have not 

lived today until you have done something for someone who 

cannot pay you back.”  He said you haven’t even lived today until 

you have done something for someone who can’t pay you back.  

Willing to serve. 

 

Turn to your neighbor and say, “I’m willing to serve.”  I am willing 

to serve.  I am willing to serve.  I am willing to serve.  Isn’t that 

something?  We don’t even start living.  You don’t start living 

until you start giving your life.  You don’t live until you start 

giving your very own life.  Jesus said, “He that lays down his life 

for my sake shall find it.”  You don’t start living until you give 

away your very own life, and he that saves his life shall lose it, 

which means that if you don’t give your life to help others, you 

will have no life of your own.  There is no life. 

 

There is no life.  There is no life until we begin to serve and to 

help others.  I’m telling you, that’s why people are so depressed.  

That’s why people have to have so much counseling for 

depression.  You don’t need all of that.  Honestly, all you’ve got to 

do is start serving other people.  Start serving other people. 

 

You know, I’m not making that up.  Jesus said that.  Turn back 

to John 13.  I want you to see this.  John 13.  John 13. 

 

John 13, He says -- where were we reading?  John 13, He says -- 

verse 17, he says -- now, this is what He’s talking about.  If you 

serve other people, notice what Jesus said. 

 

“If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”  Jesus said 

serving other folks will make you happy.  So, that’s what I’ve been 

telling you.  That’s the antidote for depression.  Jesus said if 

you’re depressed, if you’re depressed and you want to know how 

to get happy, you’re not happy with your life, you’re not happy in 

life, Jesus said this is the antidote.  If you want to be happy, do 

what I just demonstrated and start serving other folks.  He said 

you’re going to be happy if you do it.  You’re going to be happy. 
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There’s joy that comes when you serve, because you begin to live.  

Something happens when you begin to serve.  And so even 

psychologists recommend, the number one remedy for anybody 

that’s suicidal or in a state of depression is, to go and start helping 

other people, go serve, and go help people that are in worse shape 

than you are.  And when you do that, Jesus said it’ll make you 

happy.  It’ll make you happy. 

 

00:20:00 

 

It’ll make you happy.  You ever find yourself worried and just 

stressed out and depressed, and mad, and sad?  Go and start 

helping somebody.  Jesus said it’ll make you happy.  It’ll make 

you happy.  It’ll make you happy.  It’ll make you happy.  It’ll make 

you happy. 

 

There was a man, he was -- this man’s world had collapsed on 

him.  He lost his family.  He lost his business.  He lost his money.  

He lost his home.  He lost everything and he was literally living 

in his car, and he was in such a state of depression and you can 

imagine being in that situation, living out in your car, there’s a 

reason to be depressed, and he was in such bad shape.  And one 

day, a pastor told him that, “If you want to change your situation 

and come out of this deep depression that you’re in,” he said, 

“Forget about your problems and go and find somebody that you 

can help.” 

 

And this gentleman took his advice and he went to a drug center, 

where they were rehabilitating drug addicts, and he began 

counseling and helping the drug addicts, and praying with them, 

and encouraging them, and reading the Scripture, and helping 

them out.  And he went back to his pastor, and he said, “You were 

right,” and he had tears flowing down his eyes. 

 

He said, “I am now so happy.  I am so happy.  My life has 

changed.”  And he said, “Since I’ve been volunteering and helping 

these other people that were in worse shape than me,” he said, 

“I’ve forgotten all about my problems and I’m so happy as I have 

been used to be a blessing.  I never thought that I could be a 

blessing in the shape that I was in but, yet, God has used me to 

bring help and comfort and encouragement, and exaltation, and 

edification of the folks, and it has blessed me.”  And he had tears 

streaming down his face. 
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And he said, “Not only that, somebody offered me a job.  I got a 

job.  I’m no longer living in my car!”  His life changed when he got 

up and began to serve other people.  Being willing to serve.  Being 

willing to serve.  Being willing to serve.  When you get busy about 

meeting the needs of other people, God, Himself, will meet your 

needs.  God, Himself, will meet your needs. 

 

You want to get your needs met?  Get out and start meeting other 

folks’ needs, and God will meet your needs.  God will meet your 

needs.  God will meet your need.  When you get busy meeting the 

needs of other people, God will take care of your needs.  God will 

take care of your needs.  So, Jesus was illustrating all of this and 

teaching us to be willing to serve.  Be willing to serve.  Be willing 

to serve. 

 

Turn over to Galatians, the Book of Galatians there in the New 

Testament.  Galatians Chapter 5.  Galatians Chapter 5:13.  

Galatians Chapter 5:13, listen to this.  “For, brethren, ye have 

been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the 

flesh, but by love serve one another.”  Serve one another.  Serve 

one another.  Take the liberty to serve one another, and he’s 

saying, get busy serving one another. 

 

Stop focusing on yourself.  Stop being so selfish and worried about 

“me” and “my” and “mine,” and focusing on your own needs.  Start 

serving one another, and that’s why Jesus said, “As you have seen 

me wash your feet, you are to wash one another’s feet.”  Serve one 

another.  Serve one another.  Serve one another.  Serve one 

another.  Everybody can be great because everybody can serve.  

Everybody can serve. 

 

There’s a saying.  I like this old saying.  It says, “Love is not love 

until you give it away.”  Love isn’t love until you give it away, 

until you give it away.  Serve one another.  Serve one another. 

 

00:25:00 

 

Be willing to serve.  Allow God to use you.  When you wake up in 

the morning, you’ll want to say, “I’m going to help somebody.  I’m 

going to help meet somebody’s need this day.”  You take on the 

heart of God.  You take on the heart and attitude of God.  When 

you wake up, “God, make a blessing.”  Take your prayer from God.  

“Bless me.”  So, “God, make me a blessing.”  God make me a 

blessing. 
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“Make me a blessing, God.  Make me a blessing,” and you’ll be 

surprised.  God will start flowing the necessary resources into 

your life, when you’ve made a decision to be a blessing.  When 

you’ve made a decision to be a blessing, God will make sure the 

necessary resources in your life.  You’ll be thoroughly furnished 

because he can trust you to serve, to serve, that you’re willing to 

serve. 

 

Thank you so much for joining us today.  You can go to 

AirJesus.com and you can type in message number 7243, “Be 

Willing to Serve.”  You can listen to it in its entirety.  You can also 

email it to a friend.  But thank you so much for joining us here at 

Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word. 

 

Praise God.  Be willing to serve.  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

“I am willing to serve.”  I’m willing to serve.  I am willing to serve.  

I am willing to serve.  I am willing to serve.  Everybody can be 

great, and Jesus said he that’s great among you is a servant.  If 

you want to be great, become a servant. 

 

Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve.  Everybody 

can serve.  Everybody can serve.  Praise God.  Put your focus on 

helping to meet somebody else’s needs, being a blessing in 

somebody else’s life, and we’ll strip off the world’s attitude of 

selfishness, being self-centered, and we’ll take on this selfless 

attitude of Christ when we’re able to give of ourselves for 

somebody else, lay down our lives for somebody else. 

 

My mother was telling me -- she has more of a servant attitude 

than anybody I know.  She told me that even while she’s taking 

care of her mother and serving her mother, she said that her 

mother even had a neighbor that was sick, and now, here’s my 

mother, who has a full-time job taking care of her mother, but my 

mother began to reach out to my mother’s neighbor who was sick 

and then began to serve him as well. 

 

I said, “Wow,” that that is something.  Her hands were already 

full with her mother, but out of her servant spirit, she poured even 

more service, even beyond her own mother, for somebody else. 

 

God wants us -- that’s what life’s all about.  That’s what life is all 

about, serving one another, serving one another.  Serving one 
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another.  Be willing to serve.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Be 

willing to serve.”  Be willing to serve. 

 

Be willing to serve.  This meant enough to Jesus, for him to get 

up from the table, strip his garments, wrap a towel around his 

waist, and take to his knees, and then begin to wash his disciples’ 

feet, a role that was reserved strictly for the lowest of servants 

and yet, He who was King of all, became the lowest servant of 

man.  And Jesus was saying, “If I can do it, being your Master, 

how much more should you serve one another.” 

 

Praise God.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

00:29:31 
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