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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Praise God. 

 

 We’re excited to have you join us today.  Those of you joining us 

by television or internet, or some other means.  We’re delighted 

to have you.  Stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

Have you ever felt stagnated in life or just like seeing like you 

aren’t going anywhere, nothing’s happening?  Well, stay tuned to 

today’s message. 

 

Open, if you will, in your Bibles, over to the Book of 1 

Thessalonians.  1 Thessalonians 4.  1 Thessalonians 4, and let’s 

read Verses 1 through 10.  1 Thessalonians Chapter 4:1-10.  Let’s 

read that together in unison.  Ready?  Read. 

 

“Furthermore, then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by 

the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to 

walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.  For 

ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 

 

For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should 

abstain from fornication:  That every one of you should know how 

to possess his vessel in sanctification and honor; Not in the lust 

of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God: That 

no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because 

that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have 

forewarned you and testified. 

 

For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.  

He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who 

hath also given unto us his Holy Spirit.  But as touching brotherly 

love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught 

of God to love one another.  And indeed, ye do it toward all the 

brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, 

brethren, that ye increase more and more.” 

 

Notice that, that you increase more and more.  Look at verse 

number 1, at the end of verse 1, he said, “So ye would abound 

more and more.”  And so, I just want to use the subject, “Keep 

Growing.”  Keep growing.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Keep 

growing.” 
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Keep growing.  He uses that phrase, I believe, to encourage us, to 

exhort us to keep growing.  He said, “I want to see you abounding 

in more and more, more and more.  I want you to increase, more 

and more, to keep growing,” and I believe the Holy Spirit there 

was using the Apostle Paul, and he had an emphasis on growing.  

Growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing. 

 

It’s good, what you have right now, but God said, “I want you to 

keep growing.”  I want you to keep growing.  Keep growing.  

Notice, Peter said, “Add to your faith.”  To your life of faith, there 

are some things you’ve got to add.  In other words, keep growing.  

Don’t just get faith and think you’ve got it all.  Add to your life of 

faith.  And he gave a list of things that you have to keep working 

on.  Keep adding to it.  Keep developing it.  Keep growing.  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, “Keep growing.”  Keep growing.  Keep 

growing. 

 

They were doing good, here, the Church of Thessalonica, but God 

didn’t want them to remain where they were, and neither does 

God want us to remain where we are.  I don’t care how busy you 

are or wherever you might be.  God wants you to keep growing.  

Keep growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  

Keep growing.  That’s something God wants you to hear.  There’s 

untapped potential in you.  Keep growing.  There’s something.  

There’s more.  There’s more than what the world has seen from 

you, that God has more gifts. 

 

00:05:03 

 

There’s more talent.  There’s more invested in you.  Keep growing.  

Keep growing.  Just when you think you’ve finished?  No.  God 

says there’s more.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  You haven’t 

become all that you can become.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  

Keep growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing. 

 

The only reason, the only reason people are not all that they could 

be is because they stop growing.  It’s because they stop growing.  

You can never become what you were fully destined to become if 

you stop growing.  Your growth, it is so imperative that you 

continue to grow, so that you can walk in your destiny.  You will 

never unfold and you will never walk in the things that God has 

intended for your life, unless you keep growing.  You must keep 

growing.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Keep growing.” 
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Keep growing.  Keep growing.  God doesn’t want us to be 

stagnated in our lives.  He doesn’t want us to get to a place and 

just stop and try to maintain the status quo, because the truth of 

the matter is, you can’t just simply stay where you are.  You’re 

either growing or you decrease. 

 

You’re either growing or you’re decreasing, because, you see, so 

much is changing around you and if you’re not growing, you can’t 

just hold where you were 20 years ago.  You’re decreasing if you’re 

not growing.  And so, God doesn’t want us to have stagnated lives, 

spiritually or in any other realm of life.  He wants you to keep 

growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  Keep 

growing. 

 

It’s all right to be content with what you have, but never be 

content with who you are.  Never be content with what you are.  

You can be content with what you have, but never be content with 

what you are.  You are to keep growing, to keep evolving, to keep 

developing, until the nature and the character of Christ Jesus. 

 

So, God wants us to grow.  1 Peter -- you don’t have to turn there, 

but 1 Peter 2:2 simply says, “Desire the sincere milk of the word, 

that ye may grow thereby.”  Desire the sincere milk of the word, 

that ye may grow thereby.  God wants us to continually grow, to 

keep growing in all of lives.  And so, he gives this exhortation in 

1 Thessalonians, to keep growing. 

 

So, you all are doing good.  You’ve got nice little faith and nice 

little love.  You’re offering pretty good, but he says, “I want to see 

more.”  So, you’ll want to abound more and more.  You ought to 

be increasing in this.  Keep growing.  Keep growing. 

 

Notice what he says.  Now, this is in 1 Thessalonians, but flip over 

to 2 Thessalonians.  Notice what happens in 2 Thessalonians.   

This is 1 Thessalonians we just read.  Look at 2 Thessalonians 1:3 

now -- and remember what we just read in 1 Thessalonians, He 

gave them that little exhortation to keep growing.  Notice what 

he notices in 2 Thessalonians 1:3.  Notice, “We are bound to thank 

God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your 

faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all 

toward each other aboundeth.” 

 

You see, notice he changed.  In 1 Thessalonians, he was telling 

them to keep growing, and then here in 2 Thessalonians, he was 
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thanking God because he saw their growth.  He said, “Your faith 

has grown.”  Your faith is growing.  Your love is abounding.  And 

so, there’s something that I believe the Holy Spirit wants us to 

know about simply allowing ourselves to continually to increase 

and to abound more and more, to continually grow. 

 

I like something that Max Lucado said.  He said, “God loves you 

just the way you are, but He loves you too much to leave you that 

way.”  God loves you just the way you are, but He loves you too 

much to leave you that way. 

 

God wants us to keep growing.  God wants us to keep growing, 

and God will allow us to go through experiences.  Many of our 

experiences in life was simply for our growth, simply to keep us 

growing, to keep us growing.  We grow through life’s experiences.  

We grow. 

 

00:09:59 

 

When somebody has been through something, that’s not the same 

person.  You grow through life experiences, and a lot of times, God 

will allow you to be tested in certain areas just to show you that 

you need to grow.  You need to grow. 

 

The other day, I lost my temper over something, and I knew I had 

failed that test.  The minute I lost it, or at least a couple of 

minutes later, you know, I was feeling foolish.  I was feeling 

foolish. 

 

You know, the Bible says that anger resides in the bosom of a fool.  

And so, I was feeling foolish.  I was feeling foolish.  I was feeling 

like a fool because I had just flown off the handle over something.  

I just lost my temper. 

 

Well, as I sat there for a moment, I saw God was showing me -- 

and He was simply saying, “You failed that test there, because 

you need to grow.  You need to grow.  You need to grow.  You need 

to grow.  You’re not there yet.”  You see, so, a lot of times, God will 

allow you to have little test and when you fail, God just wants you 

to -- He wants to shed the light on this to show you need to grow.  

You need to grow. 

 

You get impatient about some things?  God’s showing you.  You 

need to grow in your patience.  You need to grow.  You need to 
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grow.  And so, little things that get on your nerves, God’s showing 

you, you need to grow.  Little encounters you have with other 

folks, you can’t get along with, God is saying you need to grow in 

these areas.  So, He will let you run up against things, just to 

show you, you need to grow, because you can’t handle it. 

 

You need to grow.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Keep 

growing.”  Keep growing.  We aren’t there yet.  I don’t care how 

perfect we look.  We aren’t there yet.  “I know I look perfect.”  I’m 

not there.  I’m a long way.  We haven’t arrived yet.  And you know, 

we have to keep growing.  We have to keep growing.  We haven’t 

reached this full perfection.  None of us have.  None of us have. 

 

We haven’t reached full perfection, but we have to be getting 

better every day.  You have to be getting better every day.  You 

shouldn’t be where you are today.  You shouldn’t be in the same 

place you were five years ago.  You should grow.  You should grow.  

There are some things that should’ve changed.  You should’ve 

grown.  You shouldn’t be the same person. 

 

I’ll never forget, I had a friend and he was a good friend of mine 

some fifteen years ago, and it was about -- I don’t know.  Maybe 

ten years went by.  I didn’t see him and all of a sudden, he 

reappeared some ten years later, after I hadn’t seen him in ten 

years, and I was wondering to myself if he had changed, if he had 

grown.  And because I knew that in the prior relationship, the 

friendship I had with him, I knew that he was always finding 

himself in a jam. 

 

He was, I mean, just constantly in a jam, constantly needing to 

borrow money, constantly in a jam.  And so, after having not seen 

him in ten years, I was saying to myself, “I wonder.  Has he 

changed?  I wonder, has he grown?”  And it wasn’t five minutes 

after we reacquainted with each other, he began to tell me his 

hard-luck story and he needed a loan.  I said he hasn’t changed.  

He was still the same.  Still the same.  And so, we shouldn’t stay 

the same. 

 

We shouldn’t stay the same, and you need to make up your mind 

that, you know, “As time goes by, next year, I won’t be the same 

as I am now.  Two years from now, I will not be the same that I 

am right now.”  We should be getting better every day.  We should 

be getting better. 
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We’re not perfect.  We haven’t arrived.  We haven’t gone to full 

perfection, but we ought to be on our way.  We ought to be making 

progress, and that’s what God’s looking for.  God is looking for 

progress, to make sure that we are continually growing, growing, 

growing.  And that’s why the Bible talks so much about maturing, 

maturing in the things of God and growing up, growing up until 

the full stature, the measure of Christ, and there’s a maturity that 

the body of Christ is supposed to come to. 

 

The Bible talks about this, “We’re not just tossed to and fro, 

carried about with every wind of doctrine and everything that 

comes.  There’s a maturity that comes.  We have to grow up.” 

 

Paul said that, “When I was a child, I speak as a child, but when 

I became a man, I put away childish things.”  And so, there’s a 

maturing, there’s a growing that we are to have in every area of 

our lives. 

 

00:15:05 

 

Let me read something to you that the Apostle Paul, said over in 

the Book of Philippians.  This is a Contemporary English 

Translation, but he said something that I thought it was really 

good, concerning continual growth and growing in our lives.  

Philippians 3.  Philippians 3, and I like the way this version reads 

it.  It’s going to read different than your King James, but it really 

makes it plain. 

 

Philippians 3:12.  In verse 13, it says, “I have not yet reached my 

goal, and I am not perfect. But Christ has taken hold of me. So, I 

keep on running and struggling to take hold of the prize.” 

 

“My friends, I don’t feel that I have already arrived.  But I forget 

what is behind, and I struggle for what is ahead.”  You see, I like 

that.  He said, “I’m not there.  I haven’t arrived,” but he said, “I 

am going after it.  I am growing.  I am struggling to grow.  I am 

maturing.  I am getting better.  I’m not there yet but I’m reaching 

for it.  I’m still going ahead.” 

 

Keep growing.  And that’s what he was saying.  “I’m not there.”  

He said, “I haven’t attained,” but he said, “I am pursuing it.  I’m 

continually growing.  I’m getting better.  I’m getting more 

understanding.”  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  

Keep growing. 
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God wants us to keep growing.  We should be growing to our 

maximum potential.  We should be growing to our maximum 

potential. 

 

You see, God can see your maximum potentially, and that’s why 

he wants you to grow.  God knows what you can become.  God sees 

your maximum potential.  That’s why he wants us to keep 

growing.  He sees it.  He sees it in.  He can see what you can 

become, if you will keep growing, but if you stop growing, you will 

never reach your full potential.  God knows that.  And so, that’s 

why the scripture was saying, “Keep increasing.  Keep abounding 

more and more.  Keep growing.”  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  

The only reason we’re not where we could be, is we stop growing.  

We stop growing. 

 

There was a young girl.  I read her story, a very interesting story, 

but she was about 16 years of age, and she had gotten pregnant 

while she was in high school and back in this time, basically had 

to just drop out of high school, and she was just in bad shape.  And 

then, she got a little apartment, just basically just a run-down 

room to try to take care of her and her baby, and she was living 

on hand-downs from friends and finally, that ended, and she 

ended up on welfare.  It was all she could do. 

 

And she finally made up her mind.  She said, “I believe God has 

better for me than this,” and she decided not to stay there.  She 

said, “I am not going to just stay here and be a welfare recipient 

all of my life and pass this onto this child.”  She said, “I believe 

better of God, and I believe better of myself.” 

 

And so, she went and got a job at an elementary school, just in the 

cafeteria, taking up meal tickets, and she was just taking up meal 

tickets, and she was able to get off of welfare, and she finally said 

-- she said, “I’m not going to stop here.”  She said, “I believe I can 

do better and I believe better of God.”  She started going to school 

at night and went back to get her high school diploma while 

working, then she got it and finished high school.  And then when 

she finished, she said, “You know, I’m not going to stop right here.  

I believe better of myself and I believe better of God.”  She went 

on. 

 

She completed four years of college.  She said, “You know, I’m not 

going to stop here.  I believe better of myself and I believe better 
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of my God.”  She went on and got her master’s degree.  Well, to 

make a long story short, she ended up being principal in the same 

school district that she used to work in the cafeteria, receiving 

meal tickets, and she said, “I went from welfare to faring well, 

because I refused to quit and I kept growing. 

 

00:20:10 

 

I kept growing.  I kept growing.”  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  

Don’t stop.  There’s unused potential that’s in you, lying dormant.  

You’ll never tap into it if you stop growing.  You’ve got to keep 

growing.  You’ve got to keep growing.  You’ve got to keep growing.  

You’ve got to keep growing.  Some of you have been in the same 

place you are for years because you’ve stopped growing.  You’ve 

lost your dreams because you stopped growing.  You haven’t 

achieved more because you stopped growing.  Keep growing. 

 

Keep growing.  Keep growing.  No matter where you’re starting 

from, you can get better.  No matter where you’re starting from, 

you can get better. 

 

What are you doing?  What are you actively doing to raise your 

level of life?  Ask yourself that question.  What am I actively doing 

to raise my level of life?  What are you doing actively?  What are 

you actively doing to raise your level of life?  What are you doing 

to increase your value?  What are you doing?  What are you doing? 

 

Let me give this key to you.  Take time to grow a little every day.  

No matter what you do, take time out of every day to grow just a 

little bit at least, every day.  Every day, grow a little bit.  Every 

day, take enough time out of each day for you to grow a little bit.  

Grow a little bit.  Grow a little bit every day. 

 

Take time out of your busy day.  Make sure that you’ve reserved 

just a little time at least, for you to grow a little that day.  Take a 

little time every day, and you’ll be surprised.  If you do that every 

day, you’d be surprised how that compounding effect will have 

over to have on your life.  You’d be a brand-new person because 

you grew a little every day.  So, it’s not overnight, but it’s what 

you do every day.  It’s what you do every day.  It’s what you do 

every day.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “It’s what you do every 

day.” 
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Do you realize, every day, you’re becoming better or worse?  Every 

day, you’re becoming better or worse.  It depends on what you do, 

what you’re giving your time to.  You’re becoming a better or 

worse person every day, depending on what you get yourself to. 

 

Take a little time every day to improve yourself, to better yourself, 

to grow, to grow every day.  Spend time with things that advance 

your overall life purpose, things that are beneficial.  You know 

your destiny.  You know there’s something on the inside.  You 

know exactly where you should be.  Spend time every day with 

something that enhances your overall life purpose.  Don’t waste 

all of your time.  Don’t waste it. 

 

What are you doing every day that’ll help you in your destiny, 

with your life purpose?  What are you doing every day to grow in 

your life purpose?  Spend time with things that develop your 

potential.  Increase.  Add value to yourself.  Spend time with 

things that harness your creativity, every day.  Do something, 

every day.  Take a little time every day to grow.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Take a little time every day to grow.”  Every 

day.  Every day. 

 

John Maxwell said this, “You will never change your life until you 

change something you do daily.”  You’ll never change your life 

until you change something that you do daily.  You’ve got to take 

a little time out every day to grow. 

 

Now, watching television doesn’t count, unless you’re watching 

Brothers of the Word.  But take time to grow.  Isn’t that 

something?  We could sit in front of the TV, and we can watch 

sports or we can watch television four or five hours a day, haven’t 

grown a bit.  Haven’t grown a bit.  Take time to grow.  You can 

take 30 minutes. 

 

00:25:00 

 

Take 30 minutes and read something that’ll increase your value.  

Take 30 minutes and read something to help you to become a 

smarter investor.  Take time to grow.  Grow, develop yourself.  

Grow.  We have to grow.  Get your Bible out.  Increase your faith.  

Take time to grow every day.  Every day, take time to grow. 

 

Here’s something else.  Here’s another key.  Get around great men 

and women, and learn from their experience.  That’s another key 
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to help you grow.  Get around great men and women, and learn 

from their experience.  Get around great men and women.  Get 

around great men and women and learn from their experience.  

That’ll help you to grow.  It’ll expand you and then inspire you. 

 

When you see somebody else that has done what you desire to do 

and they’ve done it with success and with excellence, get around 

people like that.  It will inspire something.  It’ll cause you to grow.  

It’ll cause you not to settle for mediocrity in your life.  It’ll 

challenge you to grow.  Get around somebody that will challenge 

you to grow. 

 

Praise God.  Those of you watching, we’re out of time, but I want 

you to go to AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message in 

its entirety, message number 7245.  “Keep Growing.”  You can 

also email it to a friend.  But thank you so much for joining us 

here at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word. 

 

Get around great men and women and learn from their 

experience.  It’ll cause you to grow.  It’ll cause you to grow.  Our 

pastor, he sits under another pastor who has done things that he 

desires to do.  He sits under a man who was a pioneer in television 

ministry and because he’s there, it has expanded his vision for 

television. 

 

Get around other people, and that’ll inspire you, other great 

people that are doing what you desire to do.  It’ll help you to grow.  

It’ll help you to grow.  It’ll stretch you.  It’ll help you to grow, then 

go.  It’ll help you to grow and then go. 

 

Here’s another key.  Visit some great places.  Visit great places.  

It’ll help you to grow.  It expands your horizon.  Go somewhere 

and visit great places.  Help you to grow.  Increase your 

knowledge base.  You’ll find out the world’s bigger than your own 

backyard.  Get out and visit some places. 

 

I’ve been privileged enough to go to some great places on Earth.  

I’ve been to see and study the ancient history of Egypt at the 

pyramids, and I’ve been there to Rome, to the Vatican and Rome, 

and seen some great things.  So, I’ve been privileged.  I’ve been to 

Athens, Greece, and I’ve seen Marseille, and I’ve enlarged my 

perception of the world. 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5681


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7245 

I’ve enlarged my understanding of history.  I’ve seen different 

cultures.  I understand how people live, and through that, I begin 

to grow in my own understanding and being able to appreciate 

things in my own life, to see other times and other people and 

other places.  So, go to great places, attend great events.  Attend 

great events. 

 

My father would always take us to great events.  I mean, to the 

very best and not only would he take us to the very best, he would 

get down to the front row at the best events.  And I’ll look around 

(00:29:08) where do we get out here.  But he believed in getting to 

great events, getting down front, and then there were some places 

he took me that literally changed my life, things that I do today, 

because of places he took me.  He caused me to grow. 

 

So, you have to expand your horizon.  Get around some great 

people.  Go to some great places.  Attend some great events.  Read 

some great books.  You want to grow?  Read some great books. 

 

A lot of people, they’re not growing because their knowledge is 

limited.  You’re doing all you know to do.  Well, if you’re doing all 

you know to do and that’s not working, you need to know more.  

So, read some great books.  A lot of relationships have trouble, 

especially in marriage, because they don’t have enough 

knowledge on how the marriage relationship is supposed to 

operate. 

 

00:30:00 

 

Educate yourself.  Grow.  Don’t just run to divorce court. Try to 

grow first.  Grow.  Grow first. 

 

I have found -- and in most of my marital counseling, I have found 

marital problems, really, the root cause because they didn’t have 

enough knowledge on how the relationship is supposed to operate.  

And I said, man if you’ll increase your knowledge base, you’ll 

know how to treat her, you’ll know what she doesn’t like.  Increase 

your knowledge base.  You know, you’re saying all the wrong stuff.  

You’ve got to grow. 

 

I mean, I grow in my marriage.  I don’t just stay stagnant.  I grow.  

I have to constantly study to keep my wife happy.  I study.  I grow.  

I’m increasing. 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5681


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7245 

Add some value.  Add value to yourself, in every area of life.  And 

that means your spiritual life and every life, in every part of your 

life.  Make the decision to keep growing.  Turn to your neighbor 

and say, “Keep growing.”  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  Keep 

growing. 

 

I was watching the Masters Golf Tournament.  They were talking 

about Tiger Wood, and they said this and I thought it was 

interesting.  They said, “One thing they noticed about him.  He 

keeps growing.”  They said no matter how good he is.  He keeps 

getting better.  He keeps growing. 

 

They said, the most phenomenal thing, when he won the Masters 

a few years ago and he won it by like 15 strokes, and nobody was 

near him, and they said right after the tournament, he was 

disappointed with some of the shots he hit, and he immediately 

went to work to improve them to get better.  He kept growing.  He 

keeps growing.  He keeps growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  

Keep growing.  Don’t stop. 

 

Some of you need to go home right now and you need to do 

something today to say that, “I have increased.  I have helped 

myself to grow.”  Cut the television on summers.  Spend some 

quality time, growing.  Grow.  Add value to yourself, and grow.  

Grow.  Grow.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Keep growing.”  

Keep growing.  Keep growing.  Keep growing. 

 

Praise God.  I’m finished.  Amen.  Keep growing.  Keep growing.  

Keep growing.  Keep growing. 

 

Peter said, “Add knowledge to your faith.”  So, in other words, 

keep growing.  Keep learning.  Keep learning.  Keep learning 

about life and every area of life.  Keep growing.  Keep growing. 

 

My grandmother is 96 years old, but she’s still an avid reader.  

She’s still growing, going through great physical challenges, still 

growing, still learning, still reading.  I went to visit her the other 

day and she told me -- she was telling me about a book she was 

ready.  She’s still growing at age 96.  Still growing, still 

improving.  Still growing. 

 

We’re put on Earth to grow.  God didn’t put you here to stay the 

same.  God put you here to cultivate you and then turn you into 
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something that’s wonderful and magnificent.  He put you here to 

grow.  He put you here to grow.  Put you here to grow.  Amen. 
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