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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen.  We’re delighted to have you join us 

today.  Those of you tuning in by television or the internet, 

delighted to have you.  Stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

 Are you experiencing God’s best in your life?  Well, if you’re not, I 

want to help you to do so.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  Genesis 

11 is where I want to begin.  I want to help you to experience God’s 

best in your life.  Genesis 11. 

 

And just before I read that text there, I would like to share a 

humorous email I received this week.  I thought it was funny.  It 

was a humorous story, so I need you all to laugh to validate my 

point. 

 

Well, this email was about a husband and a wife, and they were 

arguing over whose responsibility it was to make the coffee every 

day, and the wife, she felt like it was the husband’s responsibility 

to make the coffee because he got up first.  He was an early-riser, 

and she said, “Since you get up first, you should have the coffee 

ready by the time I get up,” and the husband’s argument was, 

“Well, you know, making coffee is really more of a domestic role.  

This fits the woman.  That’s your job to make the coffee.” 

 

And she said, “Well,” she said, “The Bible says that the man is 

supposed to make the coffee.”  He said, “What?”  He said, “Show 

me that in scripture, where it says the man is supposed to make 

the coffee,” and she said, “All right.  Open your Bible to He-

brews.” 

 

All right.  I see some of you all just now got it, but that’s good.  All 

right.  All right.  I’m glad you got it. 

 

Genesis 11.  Genesis 11:31 and 32.  Genesis 11:31 and 32.  Let’s 

read those two scriptures there together in unison.  Ready?  Read. 

 

“And Terah took Abraham his son, and Lot the son of Haran his 

son's son, and Sarah his daughter-in-law, his son Abraham's wife; 

and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into 

the Land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there.  

And the days of Terah were 205 years: and Terah died in Haran.” 

 

I read these two verses in several translations and one interesting 

thing I want to note, that all of the other translations said that 
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when they came to Haran, the King James says they came to 

Haran and dwelt there, but the other translations say that they 

came to Haran and they settled there.  “They came to Haran and 

they settled there.”  And so, I just want to use that as a subject.  

“Don’t settle for less.”  Don’t settle for less.  Turn to your neighbor 

and say, “Don’t settle for less.” 

 

You know, it’s interesting.  In these two verses, Terah, who was 

Abraham’s, or Abraham’s, father, he was on his way to a place of 

God’s blessing, a place of God’s best, a place of God’s promise.  He 

was on his way to Canaan, Canaan land, and he gathered his 

family, his son Abram and his son’s wife, and his son’s son, Lot, 

he gathered them up and said, “Let’s go to Canaan.” 

 

00:05:05 

 

“Let’s go to this place of promise.  Let’s go to God’s best.  Let’s go 

to this place of God’s blessing.  He was carrying his family to a 

place of God’s blessing, Canaan, and notice.  But instead -- notice 

what it says there in verse 31, when they went forth from Ur of 

the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan, and they came unto 

Haran and dwelt there.  Other translations, like I said earlier, 

they said instead, they came to Haran and settled there. 

 

Here’s someone who was on his way to the place of God’s best, the 

place of God’s blessing, the place of promise, and yet, they settled 

somewhere far less, before they ever got to the place of promise.  

And so, we’re talking about, “Don’t settle for less.”  Don’t settle for 

less.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Don’t settle for less.”  Don’t 

settle for less. 

 

Here’s a man on his way to God’s best, and he settles in a place 

before he got God’s best.  He settled.  He moved in and made his 

abode and settled, forgot about where he was going and he settled 

on the way to God’s best.  He settled for less than God’s best. 

 

God wanted to bring him to his best, and this man settled in a 

place that was far less, and Haran was a place of idolatry, and he 

settled in a place of idolatry versus going on to be in the place of 

promise, a place of blessing, a place of great provision, a place 

where God had destined him to be. 

 

And you know, I thought about us, we as people, people of God, 

that sometimes, we start off going to one place, and we end up 
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settling in another place.  And so often, the place we settle in is 

so far below than where we originally intended on going, and we 

settle along the way, on the way, on the way to the promise, on 

the way to the destiny, on the way. 

 

On the way to the place of God’s blessing, we get sidetracked, and 

we end up settling somewhere else on the way, on the way.  And 

you know, I believe that there are some new places that God 

wants to take us, but we’re getting stuck along the way, settling, 

along the way to God’s best. 

 

I’ll never forget Minister James here, he told me about one of his 

fellow employees and it was an interesting story, but he said this 

young man, who came to work for them, he came to work for them 

and then when he got there, he originally said, “I’m not going to 

be here working long.  I’m actually on my way to law school.  I 

want to become a lawyer, and that’s what I want to do with my 

life.  So, I’m just here just for a short period.  You know.  And 

make a little money along the way.”  That was ten years ago, and 

he’s still working there.  He’s still working there with James. 

 

Somewhere along the way, he forgot where he was headed.  He 

forgot.  He forgot the place of his promise, the place of his destiny, 

and he ended up settling.  He ended up settling along the way.  

Then ten years, come and gone, he’s still there.  And this is what 

happens to Abraham’s father.  He was on his way, on his way, on 

his way to his great destiny, on his way to this place of great 

provision, this place of promise, this place of God’s blessing, but 

on the way, he stopped and he settled in Haran. 

 

Think about the dreams that you once had and now, they’re just 

faint memories.  Somewhere along the way, you settled.  

Somewhere along the way to your dreams, you settled. 

 

00:10:04 

You settled.  You settled.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Don’t 

settle for less.”  Don’t settle.  Don’t settle for less. 

 

Canaan is where Terah was intend.  That’s where he had set out 

to go, to Canaan.  He set out to go to Canaan.  He didn’t mention 

Haran when he started off.  He said, “We’re going to Canaan.  

We’re going to Canaan.”  And this was even before God had 

spoken to Abraham, and so there was something intuitively that 

was -- he was being divinely led to go to Canaan. 
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Little did he know that this would be the place of promise for his 

seed and his seed’s seed, for generations to come, that this would 

be the promised land, but he felt intuitively led.  “We’ve got to go 

to Canaan.  We’ve got to go to Canaan.  Let’s go to Canaan.”  And 

he got Abraham and Sarah and Lot, and he packed his things and 

said, “We’re going to this place of provision, this place of God’s 

promise, this place of great blessing, this place of great promise.  

We’re going to Canaan,” and yet, he settled in Haran along the 

way. 

 

Now, Canaan represents a place of God’s blessing, a place of 

destiny, a place of promise, a place where you enjoy the fulfillment 

of God’s promises.  Canaan.  You see, Canaan’s land in our lives 

is where the promises of God come to pass.  It’s where we -- it’s 

the end of our faith, what we’ve set our faith for, and that thing 

manifests.  It’s our promised land.  When you get to the end of 

your faith, realize, and you begin walking in victory and you’re 

walking in the manifested promises of God, that’s the promised 

land for us, as the people of God today.  And so, this Canaan 

represents God’s best for your life.  God’s best for your life. 

 

Now, Haran.  Haran was a natural stopping place.  The city, it 

was uniquely located on a road that led to several other 

destinations.  And so, Haran, it was a natural stopping place.  It 

was almost like a depot.  It was sort of, right then, the center to 

give you a break as you’re on your way to your destination.  It 

wasn’t intended to be the final destination.  It was sort of in the 

middle of the road.  The city was in the middle of the road, but it 

connected to several other destinations.  So, travelers would often 

come through Haran.  It was a natural stopping point, but Terah 

didn’t just stop.  He settled there. 

 

He put his bags down, and he said, “This is where we’re going to 

live.”  God never intended for him to live there.  And he settled for 

something far less than God’s best.  Haran wasn’t God’s best.  

Haran was a place of idolatry and teared him further away from 

God.  And yet, this was the place where he settled.  He settled in 

a place less than God’s best. 

 

Let me ask you this question.  What is your Canaan and what is 

your Haran?  What’s your Canaan?  And what’s your Haran?  

Where is it that you know you should be going, and where are 

you?  Where’s your Canaan?  Where’s your Haran?  Where is it 
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that you know you should be going in life?  And where have you 

settled? 

 

What about your dreams you once had, the aspirations you once 

had?  Where’s your Canaan?  What are you uniquely gifted for 

and destined for?  What are you called to do and where have you 

settled?  Where’s your Haran?  Where have you settled?  Where 

have you given up?  Where have you stopped?  Where have you 

left your bags?  Where have you dwelt?  And where is it? 

 

00:14:57 

 

You know in your life, where is that place of promise, the place 

you’re destined, the place where on the inside, something tells you 

that you should be going to this place, it’s your destiny, it’s your 

calling.  You’re uniquely gifted for it.  Where is your Canaan?  

Where is your Haran? 

 

A gentleman came to see me the other day, and it was funny that 

I should be preaching on this this day because he exemplified this 

message to a team.  He’s actually a young man Pastor Nathaniel 

had counseled with, and Pastor Nathaniel had told this young 

man really where his destiny was, you know, from knowing his 

history and his background, and his parents, and his gifts, and so 

forth.  He knew where his destiny was, and he had given him 

direction, that this is your place of destiny.  When you get there, 

you’re going to find everything else.  You’re going to find your 

mate.  You’re going to find your money.  You’re going to find all 

the other things that are missing in your life, when you get to this 

place.  It was his Canaan. 

 

And now, he came to see me the other day, and guess where he 

was?  He was in Haran.  I mean, he was wandering aimlessly in 

Haran.  He had settled in Haran.  I mean, he wouldn’t think about 

going to Canaan.  He even mentioned, that he said, “I know that 

Pastor told me where my Canaan was, but,” he said, “Man, I’ve 

got too much going on in Haran right now.” 

 

He was in Haran.  He was stuck in Haran.  He had settled.  And 

notice in our text there in Genesis, where we read our text, it said 

Terah died in Haran.  He never got -- he never arrived.  Man, I 

almost cried when I read that he died in Haran.  Cemeteries full 

of people that never reached their dreams, never, never realized 

their potential, never used their national gifts in their callings 
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from God.  You know how many are these, are in the cemetery?  

You know how much forsaken purpose is in the cemetery? 

 

Terah died in Haran.  He died there.  It’s the place where he had 

settled.  He forsook God’s best.  He settled for less.  He died in 

Haran.  He died in Haran. 

 

I want to invoke you today.  Don’t die in Haran.  Don’t die there.  

If you’re going to die, at least die on the way to Canaan.  At least 

die on the way to Canaan.  Don’t die in Haran.  Don’t die in Haran.  

At least, at least, if you’re going to die, at least be on your way to 

Canaan. 

 

So often, instead of going to Canaan, we settle in Haran.  You 

know, I said that Canaan represents the place of the fulfillment 

of God’s Word, the fulfillment of his promise, and I thought about 

some promises from God’s word.  Divine health and divine 

healing, that’s Canaan, but so many people have settled in 

sickness.  That’s Haran.  They settle there.  And a lot of people 

have said, “I’ll just have to live with this ailment for the rest of 

my life.”  That’s Haran.  They’ve settled. 

 

Notice, they said that they’ll just have to live -- “I guess this is 

something I have to live, to deal with the rest of my life.”  They 

have settled.  They don’t even plan on moving.  They’re in Haran, 

never got to God’s best.  God’s best is divine health, and if you are 

sick, His best is divine healing, and if you settle, if you’ve got to 

live with sickness and disease for the rest of your life, you’ve 

settled in Haran.  You’ve settled in Haran. 

 

I thought about another promise of God, happiness as a promise 

of God.  And instead of going towards Canaan to be happy in our 

lives and happy in our relationships, happy in our marriage, we’ve 

settled in Haran. 

 

00:20:00 

 

And sometimes, we pray, “God, just let me endure.  Let me just 

put up with this.  I don’t even need to be happy in this 

relationship.  God, just help us to stay together.”  So, we’ve 

settled.  You forsook the place of God’s best.  You didn’t make it 

to Canaan.  You know, you’re not even planning to get to Canaan.  

You’ve settled.  You’ve settled in Haran.  You’ve settled in Haran. 
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Another promise from God’s Word is that we’ll have life 

inhabiting more abundance, and he abundantly supplies our 

needs.  And then, sometimes, all we want is just enough to barely 

get along, like just barely enough to get along, it’s all that’d do.  

We settled.  We’ve settled in Haran, where Canaan’s like-- 

 

You see, the reason God was so excited about Canaan, Canaan 

was the best land on Earth, and that’s where God wanted His 

people.  You see, God reserved the very best for His people.  When 

they over there and peeked into Canaan, I mean the fruit, it took 

two men to carry one cluster of grapes.  One cluster of grapes took 

two men to carry in between a pole.  That’s what the fruit looked 

like in Canaan. 

 

Canaan was the best land on Earth.  It was the most plush, the 

richest, the wealthiest.  I mean, it was naturally rich, the best, 

and that’s where God wanted His people to go.  You see, the other 

folks who were living in Canaan, they didn’t have a covenant with 

God, and they had no right to be enjoying His best.  So, God was 

kicking them out, and God was saying, “I’m reserving this place 

for people who are in covenant with me, people who were called 

by my name, people that love me and I love them, and I have 

reserved the best for them.  That’s who this land is reserved for.  

Canaan’s land.”  Canaan’s land.  Canaan’s land.  Canaan’s land. 

 

God reserved the best for His people, and yet, us as Christians, 

God has given us the promises of His Word, to be fulfilled in our 

lives, and that becomes our Canaan land, when we live out this 

Word, and yet, when we don’t live up or even expect to receive the 

good promise of God’s Word, we settle in Haran.  We settle at a 

place far less than God’s best. 

 

You remember a man, that he laid by the Pool of Bethesda 38 

years.  And I thought about that.  38 years, he had settled.  After 

38 years, you’ve settled in.  You’re not a newcomer.  You’ve been 

there 38 years.  I mean, he had settled.  I mean, I could imagine, 

he had all of his belongings at that place.  He was living there.  

He had settled.  His bags weren’t laying there.  His bags were 

unpacked.  Furniture was up.  He had a microwave sitting down 

the little stand over there.  He was settled.  This was where he 

was living.  38 years, he was settled in Haran. 

 

He was there.  He was waiting on the pool.  He was waiting on 

the pool to move, so that he can get healed.  That was Haran, and 
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Jesus came along, and Jesus said, “Fool, why did you wait on the 

pool?  You’re in Haran.  Why don’t you come on over into Canaan 

land?  The pool isn’t your healer.  God is your healer, and you can 

be healed right now.  Get up and come into Canaan’s land!” 

 

Get up and come into Canaan’s land.  Don’t settle for less.  He had 

settled there for 38 years.  He was content.  He said, “This is all I 

can do.  I can’t go any further.  I don’t care if it’s not even perfect.  

This is all I’ve got, Jesus!”  He settled. 

 

So, many things, you’ve settled in your life.  You’re just putting 

up with it.  “This is it.  This is the best I can expect.”  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Come out of Haran.” Come out of Haran.  Come 

out of Haran.  Come out of Haran.  Come out of Haran. 

 

You know, we settle.  We settle.  We settle.  We settle for so much 

less than God’s best. 

 

00:25:01 

 

We settle.  We settle.  And when I read Hebrews -- and I’m sorry, 

not Hebrews.  I’m still thinking about that earlier joke. 

 

Before we close out, look at Genesis 12.  We read Genesis 11:32 in 

our text, which was the last verse of Chapter 11.  But look at the 

very next verse.  Now, remember, verse 32, that’s where Terah, 

he died in Haran, and he was still living in Haran, Abraham and 

his family.  But notice what God says in Genesis 12:1.  God steps 

into the scene, and God says, “Get out of Haran!  Get out of Haran, 

Abraham!”  I have never seen that before. 

 

This is where Abraham was living.  He was living in Haran.  God 

shows up and says, “Abraham, get out of Haran!  Get out of 

Haran!  Get out of Haran!”  God just showed up shouting, “Get 

out of Haran.  I want you to come to my best.  Get out of Haran 

and come to the Canaan land.” 

 

We are out of time.  I want you to go to, those of you watching, 

let’s go to AirJesus.com, and you can fill up message number 

7246, “Don’t Settle For Less.”  You can also email it to a friend.  

Thank you so much for joining us here at Brothers of the Word 

because, brother, you need the Word. 
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Don’t settle.  Don’t settle.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Don’t 

settle for less.”  Don’t settle for less.  Don’t settle for less.  Don’t 

settle for less.  Don’t settle for less.  Get out of Haran.  Get out of 

Haran.  Get out of Haran.  We settle. 

 

I was thinking about our -- you know, at the beginning of each 

year, we set out for Canaan.  At the beginning of each year, we 

set out for Canaan, don’t we?  Think about it.  We set out for, in 

our lives, what we know is the best for us, and we set out to do 

the things that we know we should be doing for our very own good. 

 

We set out for Canaan in the beginning of the year.  We set out 

for Canaan and we say, “Well, I’m going to start exercising 

regularly.”  We’re setting out for Canaan.  That’s Canaan.  That’s 

God’s best.  But somehow, we end up in Haran.  Haran is laying 

on the sofa, looking at the TV. 

 

We set out for Canaan, but on the way to Canaan, we settle in, 

lying on the sofa, looking at TV.  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

“Get out of Haran.  Get out of Haran.”  And you know, we do this 

in all areas of life.  We start off in the beginning of the year and 

we’re saying we’re going to start eating right, and eating right, 

that’s Canaan.  That’s Canaan’s land, for our health, for most 

health. 

 

You’ve got to be eating fruits and the vegetables, and eating right 

but along the way, we settle.  We settle.  When we think back to 

eating the fried foods and the fast-foods, and the burgers, and all 

of this meat, and all of these things, along the way -- but this is 

not where we started off.  We started off going for Canaan, but 

somewhere along the way, we settle.  We settle in Haran. 

 

Even in our spiritual lives, we start of the year, “I’m going to get 

up every morning and pray.  Bless God.”  That’s Canaan.  Then, 

we end up settling in Haran.  That’s sleep.  That’s when you stay 

in the bed and sleep.  That’s Haran.  And I begin to look.  When I 

looked at every resolution we make, that’s Canaan, but when we 

stop, we settle in a place that is Haran, and God wants you to get 

out of Haran and come into Canaan.  He wants you to enjoy his 

very, very best. 

 

I could go on, but I’m going to stop right there.  I believe you got 

just what we’re saying tonight.  Come out of Canaan -- I mean 
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come out of Haran.  Don’t settle for less.  Go for God’s best in your 

life.  Go for God’s best. 

 

00:30:00 

 

Don’t stop.  Don’t stop and settle.  Go for God’s best in every area 

of your life.  Praise God.  Praise God.  Praise God. 

 

I’m going to turn it over to one of our pastors to close this out. 

 

((Music Playing) 

 

Amen.  That is another classic message that all of us can really 

take to heart in.  All of us have our Harans and all of us have our 

Canaans, and some of us have been struggling for so long to pull 

up roots and get to the other one.  Even Abraham could not get to 

Canaan until his daddy died, until the person who was over him 

was removed, and then he could move to where God had destined 

him to do.  But even Abraham did not listen, because God told 

him, “Get away from your kindred,” but he took his nephew with 

him, and that nephew caused him more problems. 

 

So, he had to find and tell Lot, “Look.  You go on and I go the other 

way, and whichever way you go, I’m going the opposite way.”  God 

told him, “Get away from your kindred,” but he took one person 

with him, that he once called, and you know, that’s all you need.  

One person with you that isn’t supposed to be with you and 

messes you up, so God has indeed brought such a dynamic 

message, but if we can just get out off settling for where we are 

not supposed to be.  And then the example that he gave of a person 

who did come to him was -- I know exactly who he’s talking about. 

 

The story was almost correct.  I didn’t figure it out.  I heard that 

from God, and told him that.  I said, “Look.”  I said, “This is where 

God says you ought to be.”  He looked at me and he said, “Wow.”  

He said, “That’s what my daddy does and that’s what my mama 

does, but you didn’t even know that.”  So, he knew it was from 

God, but that did well what he wanted to do.  And I told him also.  

I said, “You need to stay here at the Ark.” 

 

And I’ve never told anyone they need to stay here but him.  And 

the reason that I told him, and I told him why, I said, “Because 

you have a two-year pattern of instability.”  I said, “Everything 

you’ve done, you’ve stuck with it two years, and moved on to 
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something else, and your life has never had a consistent pattern.” 

I said, “At least, you need to develop a pattern, and you need to -

- and because he was coming up on two years, and that’s why I 

told him that.  I saw the pattern. 

 

You know what happened in two years?  “Poof!”  Still stuck in 

Haran.  And I told him what God -- I said, “Look.” I said, “You’re 

leaving?  Find your wife and the position where God has told you 

to go.”  But, so, he’s still in Haran and he’s still single, and he’s 

never had financial success because he just won’t -- and even if he 

did have it, it’ll be cursed, because it’s not in the land where God 

directed him to be. 

 

So, this message that he brought today, indeed, is something that 

when we know we are not where God has destined us to be, you 

need to get moving.  If you know you’re not where God has 

destined you to be, you need to get moving, because you’ll never 

ever find true, complete blessing in a land where God has not 

destined you to be.  If God has told you this is the land, don’t even 

worry about what it looks like, because he has purpose and place, 

and it may be full of vines and weeds, and everything else, but 

he’ll make you into a garden.  If it is where he has told you to be, 

go.  And don’t settle. 

 

That was an awesome, awesome, awesome message upon this 

day.  Amen, amen.  Amen. 

 

00:34:10 
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