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C. Elijah: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, 

you need the Word.  Amen, amen, amen, amen.  Amen. 

 

 We welcome you.  We are delighted to have you join us today.  

Those of you joining us by television or internet, we are 

delighted to have you.  God bless you.  Stay tuned to today’s 

message.  Have you ever missed it?  Have you ever been guilty?  

Have you ever come up short and you received the grace of God 

in your life?  Well, stay tuned to today’s message.  God wants 

you to share that same grace that He has shared with you. 

 

 Open your Bibles if you will over to the book of Matthew.  Before 

we begin I’ll share a joke.  I like to open up with a joke every 

once in a while.  When I hear a good joke, I like to share it. 

 

 There was a couple that was right on the verge of getting 

married.  Just before they could get married they were in a 

tragic accident, they both died and went to Heaven.  As they 

were standing at the gates talking to the Apostle Peter, they told 

Peter of their plan.  They explained that they were just about to 

get married on Earth and since they were now in Heaven, would 

they be able to get married in Heaven.  And so Peter said, 

“Sure.”  He said, “Wait right here and I’ll be right back.”  And he 

was gone for several months. 

 

 When he finally got back, he said, “Alright, yes, you all can 

definitely get married.”  And then the couple said, “We were 

thinking about it while you were gone, getting married up here 

means we would be married for eternity and that’s an awful long 

time.”  And he said, “Just in case things don’t work out, is it 

possible to get a divorce up here as well?”  The Apostle Peter 

looked sternly at the couple and he said, “Listen, it took me 

three months to find a preacher up here.  You know how long 

it’ll to take me to find a lawyer?” 

 

 I appreciate you all laughing.  Pastor Nathaniel  enjoyed it.  You 

know that’s a joke but it may not be as far from the truth as we 

think.  But I’ll tell you, we preachers are having the time 

making it into the kingdom. 

 

 So now we turn to the book of Matthew chapter 7.  Matthew 

chapter 7 and let’s just read the first five verses there at 

Matthew chapter 7, first five verses.  Let’s read together in 

unison.  Ready?  Read. “Judge not, that ye be not judged.  For 
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with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged and with what 

measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.  And why 

beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but 

considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?  Or how wilt 

thou say to thy brother, let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; 

and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?  Thou hypocrite, first 

cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see 

clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 

 

 I just want to use as the subject the first two words of those 

verses “judge not”.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Judge not.” 

“Judge not, judge not.” 

 

 Jesus begins here with this command.  This is really a command 

that He gives, not a suggestion and He commands us to judge 

not.  He doesn’t say, “Well, unless someone has committed a real 

bad sin, then you can judge.” 

 

00:05:01 

 

 No, He says, “Judge not.”  No matter who it is, no matter what 

they have done, he says, “Judge not.”  In the Greek, when you’re 

talking about judging, it speaks of do not speak or think ill of, 

decide against, or condemn.  That’s what judge mean, don’t 

speak or think ill of, decide against, or condemn.  Judgmental 

means to pick people apart harshly. 

 

 How many of you have ever judged somebody, just picked them 

apart?  How many of you have ever judged the pastor, just 

picked them apart?  And the pastor has judged some of you all, 

he has picked you apart.  Well, you know, we have a tendency to 

judge people.  It’s hard to even hold a conversation very long 

without finding yourself criticizing, condemning, judging, 

talking about somebody else. 

 

 We find ourselves in restaurants and you might see somebody 

who is enormous.  You know, just hugely overweight and we 

might say they don’t need to be eating.  And you know we find 

ourselves making little comments like that or little judgmental 

things that we say and do in our everyday life.  But judgmental 

means to pick people apart harshly, it means being a faultfinder, 

being negative and destructive toward people.  It means to enjoy 

actively seeking out their failings.  A judgmental person reads 

between the lines and assumes the worst and jumps to 
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inaccurate conclusions, looking down on others from a position of 

self-righteousness, being harsh, being critical, condemning, 

always suspecting the worst. 

 

 There was a man on a cruise ship.  He had gotten his room 

assignment and he was actually staying with someone he didn’t 

know that had been assigned to his room.  When he met his 

roommate, he immediately excuse himself and went back up to 

the purser’s desk and he brought all of his valuables with him.  

He said, “I just met the person that I’m rooming with and I 

think it would be in my best interest to check in my valuables 

with you because the person that I just met, I have sort of gotten 

the feeling it’s in my best interest to turn my valuables in to 

you.”  The purser said, “That’s interesting because he just did 

the same thing.  He just left five minutes before you got here.” 

 

 So, we find ourselves judging, criticizing, condemning other 

people and Jesus said don’t do it.  I remember here even in the 

ministry, this was back when we first started.  I remember we 

had an item that was stolen and I had already concocted.  I had 

already figured out who had done it.  I knew who had stolen the 

item.  And the person was standing in front of me trying to 

explain how they could not have been the thief and explain, you 

know, and I was just going, “Uh-huh.”  You know, and I just had 

such a judgmental attitude and I had already fingerprinted 

them and booked them in my mind as far as they were the 

criminal and come to find that I was wrong.  And then I realized 

how a preconceived notion, how it had colored my view of 

someone and I was wrong. 

 

 And so often we are wrong and we, apart of judging others is 

that fact that we jump to conclusions.  We don’t see the whole 

thing, we don’t know the whole thing and so, judging, we try to 

read between the lines and we jump to conclusions.  Jesus said, 

“Judge not so that you would not be judged” because He says, “in 

the same manner in which you judge others --” 

 

00:09:57 

 

 If you’re very critical and judgmental and harsh and you’re 

criticizing and condemning others, Jesus said that same spirit 

will come back toward you.  God will condemn you.  God will 

criticize you.  God will judge you.  Other people will judge you. 

And so, Jesus said the same spirit, the same critical spirit will 
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come back and will be measured against you in the same 

measure that you measure it out to others. 

 

 And so He allows us really to choose.  You know the whole 

kingdom of God is like that.  He allows us to choose what we 

want to receive in life.  Because whatever you send out is exactly 

what you’re going to get back in.  And so if you live judgmental, 

criticizing, always talking about condemning other people; well, 

that’s the same spirit that will come back toward your life. 

 

 And so often Jesus, He uses a word here.  Notice, He gets very 

personal in verse 4 and He says, “wilt thou say to thy brother” 

and he uses the word “brother” to make it more intimate, close 

and personal.  He could have used “friend” or “Christian”, but 

He uses “brother” to say so often, people that we judge and we 

are critical with and criticize are the people who are the closest 

to us, the people who are under our roof, husband and wife 

because we judge them, we criticize and condemn them.  And so 

He used that personal word there just to show that a lot of times 

it’s not others out in the world, but those under our own roof 

we’re the most critical and judgmental with.  And so we find 

ourselves in this position of being judgmental and criticizes and 

picking people apart. 

 

 One man said, “Nothing is easier than faultfinding.  No talent, 

no self-denial, no brains, and no character are required to set up 

in the judgment business.”  And so we find it so easy for us to 

judge. 

 

 In Matthew 7:1, in another translation it reads, “Don’t pick on 

people, don’t jump on their failures, criticize their faults—

unless, of course, you want the same treatment.”  Unless you 

want the same treatment.  So Jesus is letting us know it’s going 

to come right back.  And really what I really gathered the most, 

Jesus was really saying, “If you want to judge somebody, judge 

yourself. Judge yourself.  Judge yourself.”  And he says, “How is 

it now your brother has a little mote” which means a speck.  He 

is actually talking about a speck of sawdust, a small wooden 

particle.  Your brother has a speck of dust and yet you have a 

plank. 

 

 And so I like the way Jesus was very graphic with this and He 

used an exaggeration to really make his point.  Your brother has 

just a speck, just a splinter of dust in his eye, you have a plank 
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or a beam in your eye, and you’re over there trying to fix his eye.  

Jesus is saying, “Hold on!”  And He uses one word, He says, 

“First.”  First.  “First, take the plank out of your own eye.”  

Jesus is saying you need to work on you.  You have a full-time 

job working on you.  You have a full-time job working on you, 

you got to work on yourself. 

 

 And so Jesus says, “Judge yourself.  Before you go judging 

anybody else, judge yourself.”  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

“Judge yourself.”  That’s the only person that you should be 

judging every day, is yourself.  Judge yourself.  Judge yourself.  

Nobody knows you like you do, so you can judge yourself.  Judge 

yourself. 

 

 Turn over to the Gospel of John.  Let me show something where 

Jesus sort of emphasizes you, dealing with you and you alone. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 John Chapter 21, the Gospel of John Chapter 21 and read verses 

21 and 22.  John Chapter 21, verses 21 and 22:  “Peter, seeing 

him, says to Jesus, ‘Lord, and what shall this man do?’”  Now 

see, Peter is worried about another man.  Peter is worried about 

another man.  He is not dealing with himself.  Peter was trying 

to find out about another man.  Notice what Jesus said in verse 

22:  “Jesus saith unto him, ‘if I will that he tarry till I come, 

what is that to thee?’” 

 

 In other words, He said, “This doesn’t concern you, mind your 

own business.”  Jesus said, “What are you worrying about 

another man for?  You need to take responsibility for your own 

life, for your own life.  Stop worrying about everybody else.  

What about you?  What about you?  What about you?” 

 

 Another translations says, “What concern is it of yours?”  Then, 

He says, “You follow me.  Don’t worry about another man.  You 

follow me.  You follow me.”  And so, Jesus is letting us know to 

judge yourself.  Don’t worry about trying to judge other people 

and fault-find with other people.  Judge yourself. 

 

 An interesting word there in our text in Matthew 7, an 

interesting word He says, He calls you a hypocrite.  Hypocrite in 

the Greek, it means a stage actor.  Stage actor.  And He’s saying 

you’re acting like God to somebody else, and you’re not fit to 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7251.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7251.mp3 

judge like God.  You’re not able to judge like God.  You have 

your own problems that need to be judged and yet you’re trying 

to play God in somebody else’s life, and He calls you a stage 

actor, a hypocrite, acting like you’re a God, and you’re a long 

way from it. 

 

 Folks, we have no clue, no idea why people do things that they 

do.  We don’t know the whole story.  We don’t know their heart.  

We don’t know their background.  We don’t know what moved 

them to do what they did, and it’s interesting.  You know, when 

we mess up, we want grace.  But when other folks mess up, we 

want justice; and God knows that.  And so, God said, “Don’t get 

involved in this judging business because believe me, what you 

send out it’s going to come back to you.”  And so, God says, 

“Don’t judge.  You’re not worthy to judge.”  You’re in need -- and 

here’s what we forget.  We’re in need of the grace of God 

ourselves. 

 

 And so, that’s why He tells the man take out the beam out of 

your own eye first because as you pull this big beam out of your 

own eye, you’re going to realize what bad shape you’re in.  

You’re going to realize how much mess is in your life.  You’re 

going to realize how much in need of the grace of God you are in, 

and once you have dealt with the grace of God in your life, now 

you can go and help your brother and now you’re helping him 

not on a judgment.  Now, you’re helping him, now showing him 

the grace of God because you just needed the grace of God to get 

that plank out of your eye.  You just needed His grace. 

 

 And now, because you’re clothed in grace because God was just 

graceful to you, now in the spirit of grace, and that’s why the 

Bible says, “If you find fault, your brother fault, you got a 

spiritual.  In the spirit of meekness and grace, you restore 

them.”  Not out of faultfinding and condemnation and criticism.  

Isn’t it something when we fall, we want grace?  I read 

something that was interesting that shares a little about that. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 And when we fall, we want grace.  We want grace.  When we’re 

in need, we want grace. 

 

 A man fell into a pit and couldn’t get himself out.  A subjective 

person came along and said, “I feel for you down there.”  An 
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objective person came along and said, “It’s logical that someone 

would fall down there.”  A Pharisee said, “Only bad people fall 

into a pit.”  A mathematician calculated how he fell into the pit.  

A news reporter wanted the exclusive story on his pit.  A 

fundamentalist said, “You deserve your pit.”  A know-it-all said, 

“If you would have listened to me, you would not be in that pit.”  

A Christian scientist came along and said, “You only think that 

you’re in a pit.”  A realist said, “That’s a pit.”  A scientist 

calculated the pressure necessary, pounds per square inch, to 

get him out of the pit.  A geologist told him to appreciate the 

rock strata in the pit.  An evolutionist said, “You are a rejected 

mutant destined to be removed from the evolutionary cycle.”  In 

other words, he’s going to die in the pit, so that he cannot 

produce any pit-falling offspring.  The county inspector asked if 

he had a permit to dig a pit.  The county tax assessor came along 

and figured the taxes he owed on the pit.  A professor came and 

gave him a lecture on the elementary principles of the pit.  An 

evasive person came along and avoided the subject of his pit 

altogether.  A self-pitying person said, “You haven’t seen 

anything until you’ve seen my pit.”  A health and wealth 

preacher said, “Just confess that you’re not in a pit.”  An 

optimist said, “Things could be worse.”  A pessimist said, 

“Things will get worse.”  Jesus, seeing the man, took him by the 

hand and lifted him out of the pit. 

 

 We want grace when we’re in need.  We don’t want to be judged, 

criticized, condemned, and preached to.  We need the hand of 

grace to reach into our pit when we’ve fallen.  We don’t want 

justice.  We need the grace of God.  And when God shares his 

grace with us when we fall into the pit, then we’re able now to 

be graceful with others when they fall into the pit. 

 

 I remember Pastor Nathaniel shared about a man that was 

riding the bus and he had a couple of kids with him and they 

were just running wild through the bus.  The father just sat 

there like he was just in another world.  Another passenger was 

irritated because the children were making so much noise, and 

they were just unruly and swinging off the seats, and running 

up and down and yelling and screaming and playing, and he was 

so irritated that the father just sat there as if he didn’t see 

anything.  Finally, after he couldn’t take it anymore, he walked 

over to the father and he began to just blast him out.  He said, 

“You ought to be ashamed of yourself. 
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00:25:00 

 

 You got this children running around unmanaged and they’re 

just all over the place like loose cannons and you just sit here 

doing nothing about it.”  And the man, the father, he sat there.  

He was haggard-looking.  His eyes were bloodshot so, the man 

assumed that he had been out drinking all night.  His hair 

wasn’t combed so he just assumed that he was just, you know, 

just straight from the bottom of the barrel, just nearly homeless 

and he shouted at him.  The father stood up and he said, “Sir, 

I’m so sorry.  I’m so sorry.  I’ve been at the hospital all night.  

My wife and their mother just died, and I’m trying to figure out 

a way to break the news to the boy.” 

 

 So, you never know what people are by looking at them.  You 

can’t look at a person and judge and criticize and condemn 

because we never know the other side of their story, and only 

God knows.  God knows.  Only God knows and that’s why only 

God is qualified to be a judge.  Only God is qualified to be a 

judge. 

 

 We’re out of time, but I want you, those of you that are watching 

or listening, I want you to go to airjesus.com.  Listen to this 

message, message number 7251 “Judge Not” and let the grace of 

God flow through your life to other people that are in need.  

Thank you so much for joining us here at Brothers of the Word 

because, brother, you need the Word. 

 

 Judge not, judge not.  You can never tell.  Dr. Chuck Swindoll, 

he’s a profound teacher, and he was speaking in a pastor’s 

convention.  Right at the beginning of the convention, this man 

and his wife came up to him and met him, and the man grabbed 

his hand and he said, “It’s such a privilege to be here to hear you 

speak.  It has been a dream of mine to come and hear you 

speak.”  He was so excited. 

 

 And so, the first night in the session that Dr. Swindoll was 

speaking, the man was on the front row and it wasn’t five 

minutes until his message that Dr. Swindoll looked out and the 

man’s head was bowed on his chest, and he was knocked out 

sleeping.  And Dr. Swindoll, you know, he rolled it off.  He said 

maybe he’s probably tired from traveling here to the convention 

and so forth.  So, he let it pass.  But the next three nights, the 

man did the identical same thing.  And by this time, Dr. 
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Swindoll was just irritated with this man sleeping on the front 

row. 

 

 And so the convention ended, and the wife came up to Dr. 

Swindoll.  She said, “I want to apologize for my husband.”  She 

said, “He has terminal cancer, and the medications that they 

have him on make him extremely drowsy and that’s why he was 

falling asleep.”  And Dr. Swindoll had to repent because he had 

judged him and condemned him, not being able to see the other 

half of the story. 

 

 And so, that’s why God warns us, “Don’t do it.  You don’t know 

what you’re doing.  You don’t know what you’re touching.”  You 

don’t know what you’re touching.  Somebody you might be 

condemning, maybe they already repented and confessed their 

sin before God.  And when you condemn them after they’ve done 

that you re-contaminated the crime scene that had already been 

cleaned.  You re-contaminated and entered it yourself, and noq 

you’re subject to the same guilt that they once suffered on.  And 

so, you never know.  We can’t see.  We can’t see the whole 

picture.  And so, Jesus said simply, “Don’t do it.  Don’t do it.  

Don’t do it.  You never know.” 

 

 I remember Dr. Hagan.  He taught along these lines and he said 

that he had a guest minister that was doing revival for him.  

And it’s just a spectacular meeting with signs and wonders what 

happen.  People were getting healed and filled with the Holy 

Spirit, just a powerful move of God in the meetings.  And 

Brother Hagan said one night -- actually, this was during the 

daytime. 

 

00:30:02 

 

 He said, “During the revival, he was driving down the street, 

and he saw his guest revivalist enter into a place of ill repute.  

Some type of bar or something or you know, maybe some red-

light district or something.  He saw this revivalist entering and 

going in.  He said it bothered him and he said he got to talking 

with God later that night.  He said, “God, how can you use him?  

All of these signs and miracles and with having this great 

revivalist and I saw him going into that place of ill repute.”  The 

Lord spoke to him.  He said, “You didn’t see the whole thing.”  

He said, “Number one, after the man got five feet in the door, he 
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realized he was wrong and he repented and he changed back 

out.”  And He said, “You didn’t see the whole thing.” 

 

 Brother Hagan had asked God, he said, “Well, what about -- why 

don’t you use this sainted sister, Sister Mary.  She reads the 

Bible and prays all the time.  Why don’t you use her in the 

church for powerful manifestation?”  And He said, “That sister 

has rebellion in her heart against me.” 

 

 And so, we can’t see the way God sees, and he said, “Man looks 

on the outward appearance.  God looks on the heart.”  God looks 

on the heart.  And so, that’s why he tells us don’t judge.  You 

don’t have a clue.  You don’t know what people have been 

through.  And, in fact, if you are in their shoes, you would do 

well to do as good as they did under the circumstances they were 

in. 

 

 And so, that’s why God tells us never judge, don’t condemn, 

don’t criticize.  So, stop using your time of conversation and 

chatter to tear people down, to break people down because it 

makes us feel good, but we tear somebody else down.  We feel 

better about ourselves when we’re talking about the sins of 

others.  It makes us feeling like we’re doing alright.  And so, we 

love to talk about other people because it gives us a sense of self-

righteousness, at least I’m much better than so and so.  And so, 

it builds us up as we tear other people down, and we look at 

them through the eyes of self-righteousness.  All along we 

become a stench in the very nostrils of God, and Jesus simply 

said “Don’t judge, don’t judge, don’t criticize, don’t condemn.  

Only God is qualified to be the judge in our lives.” 

 

 Aren’t you glad God is the judge and we’re not?  We’re not, we’re 

not.  There are so many situations and so many people that 

we’ve judged and we put our mouth on, and we’ve criticized and 

we’ve condemned them, ignorant to what we were doing, not 

knowing, not knowing the facts, not knowing the whole story, 

not being able to see the heart.  And so, God wants us to realize 

that we tear ourselves down when we commit to condemn, 

criticize and tear other people down.  So, He simply says “Judge 

not and you will not be judged yourself.  Same measure that you 

use to judge others,” God says, “I’ll use that measure to judge 

you.”  Praise God.  God bless you.  Amen. 

 

00:34:14 
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