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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen.  Amen.  Praise God.  We’re delighted to 

have you joining us, those of you joining by television or by way 

of internet, or listening by cassette tape, we’re delighted to have 

you join us today.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  I want you to 

know that your time is valuable in more ways than you think, 

more ways than you know.  Your time is precious, and I just want 

you to tune in to today’s message. 

 

 Open your Bible, if you will, over to the Book of Ephesians.  

Ephesians Chapter 5.  Ephesians Chapter 5.  And I just want to 

read Verses 15 and 16 in unison.  Ephesians 5:15-16.  When you 

get there say, “Amen.”  Let’s read Verse 15 and Verse 16 in 

unison, Ephesians Chapter 5.  Ready?  Read.  “See then that ye 

walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.  Redeeming the 

time, because the days are evil.”  Let’s read that once again.  “See, 

then that ye walk circumspectly” or another translation says, 

carefully, “not as fools but as wise.  Redeeming the time, because 

the days are evil.”  And I just want to use as a subject, “Redeeming 

the Time.”  Redeeming the Time. 

 

 The Apostle Paul, to put it in our vernacular, I think he was 

saying to us, don’t waste another minute.  Don’t waste another 

minute.  He literally considered it foolish to waste time.  And so 

that’s why he said don’t live life -- live as the wise, because he 

considered it foolishness to waste time.  There was something he 

understood about how valuable our time is, and that our time on 

earth is limited.  And life is so short.  I mean, when you get some 

age on you, you look back and you wonder where has the years 

gone.  Where have the years gone?  Time is flying so fast and it’s 

moving so rapidly.  And it seems as though as we get more into 

these end times, the faster time is moving.  Things are moving so 

rapidly, and so quickly.  And so the Apostle Paul, he understands 

how fleeting life is, and how life is but a moment.  Just a moment 

in time. 

 

 And so he pleads to live wisely, live carefully, live with purpose.  

Don’t waste your time.  Each moment is so precious.  And you find 

that life is so short, you don’t really have time to have a lot of 

arguments.  You don’t have times to harbor things and grudges 

and ill feelings toward people.  Life is too short for foolishness.  

And so it says, live life like you have some sense.  This life is 

moving fast.  And your time here is limited, and you’re not going 

to come this way again.  You only get one shot in this life.  This 
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isn’t a dress rehearsal.  This is it.  This is it.  This is life, you only 

get one shot here.  And how do you spend your time?  How do you 

spend your time?  What you do here will reverberate throughout 

eternity.  The mark that you make here in this time.  And so we 

only live one time.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You only live 

one time.”  You only live once.  You only live once and that one 

time.  Life is so fleeting.  It is so brief.  It is so fragile. 

 

  Turn over to the Book of Psalms, it talks about how fleeting life 

is.  Psalms 39. 

 

00:05:01 

 

 Psalms 39 Verse 4.  Psalms 39 Verse 4, David says here, “Lord, 

make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it 

is; that I may know how frail I am.”  One translation says, “Lord, 

let me know what time I have here.”  Another translation says, 

“Let me know how fleeting my life is.”  And turn over to the Book 

of Psalms where you look at the 90th chapter in Psalms that tell 

us about the brevity of life.  Psalms 90, Verse 10.  “The days of 

our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of 

strength, they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and 

sorrow, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.”  Another 

translation says here,” Lord, teach us how to live wisely and well.” 

 

 Benjamin Franklin, he said, don’t waste time; it’s the stuff life is 

made of.  Don’t waste time; it’s the stuff that life is made of.  So 

don’t waste another minute of time.  Be careful how you live.  Be 

careful how you live, is what the apostle admonishes for us to do.  

Be careful how you live.  Life is so short and time is moving so 

fast.  And so he says to buy up every opportunity.  Buy up every 

opportunity and don’t waste any time.  Don’t take it for granted, 

don’t waste it.  Life is a gift.  It’s a gift. 

 

 And you know, God just had me thinking upon this the other day, 

how precious life is, how fragile it is.  It’s a gift.  It can be here one 

moment and gone the next.  It’s a gift, don’t take it for granted.  

Slow down enough to live a little.  It’s a gift.  Sometimes we go so 

fast you meet yourself coming and going.  We’re always going, and 

you know, just going and going, you don’t slow down to realize the 

importance of your time here on earth, the value of things that 

are really important in life.  It’s a gift, it’s precious.  It’s fragile.  

And we’re to cherish every moment that we have. 
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 I don’t know, the other day, something just came over me, and I 

just felt like cherishing every moment I have here.  I turned to my 

wife and I said, “Honey,” I said, “every moment I have with you is 

precious to me.”  It’s precious.  In the stuff that we (00:08:43)   

Everybody’s doing their own thing and going their own way.  

We’re in and out.  Don’t hardly see each other, don’t hardly even 

speak.  I’d just slow down, I’d let her know.  I said, “Honey, my 

time with you is precious.  I value every moment we have to spend 

together.  That’s precious.  I cherish -- I don’t take that for 

granted.  I appreciate my children.” 

 

 You know, when you start looking at life like this, it makes it 

foolish to be fussing all the time.  You know, when you start -- 

when you realize the shortness of our time here, you begin to 

cherish and value relationships.  So it’s really important, a 

relationship, not what you amass.  But relationships are the basis 

of life.  Relationships.  Nobody on their deathbed ever said, “Bring 

me all of my awards and trophies.  Bring me my car keys.”  You 

know, they said, “Bring me my children.  Bring and gather my 

loved ones around.”  Relationships are the basis of life. 

 

00:10:01 

 

 And God wants us to slow down and to cherish what’s really 

important.  People are important.  Cherish relationships with the 

ones you love.  Cherish, value, strengthen your relationships.  You 

don’t have time for bickering and fussing and fighting.  Life’s too 

short.  Life is too short.  Life is too short, it’s too fragile. Value, 

value your time. 

 

 John Maxwell said, he said life is like a taxicab.  And he said, the 

meter keeps running whether you’re going anywhere or not.  Time 

is moving.  Time is moving, whether you are going anywhere or 

not.  Time is passing by.  And so, God just brought it to my 

attention, to just evaluate, to evaluate time, and to slow down, 

and to enjoy some things in life.  Some elderly people, I read some 

quotes from elderly people, and they said, if I had life to do over 

again, I would slow down and smell the flowers.  I will walk out 

barefooted.  I would eat more ice cream.  I would enjoy the 

sunshine.  I would do some things, I would slow down and enjoy 

God’s creation.  How, when was the last time you just sat in your 

yard and listen to the birds sing?  Value your time here on earth.  

It’s so precious, and with so many little things you don’t even 

recognize or pay any attention to, because we’re always so rushed. 
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 I decided not long ago, I sat in my backyard, I bought a swing set 

for my kids years ago and I had never swung on it myself.  I said, 

“I’m going to swing.”  And I just sat there and I swung.  And I just 

looked around and appreciated nature.  Just thought about life a 

little bit.  Just slow down to commune with God.  Maybe we need 

to slow down and spend some time with God.  Redeem the time.  

Buy up every available opportunities.   And that’s the number 

one most important use of your time, is developing your 

relationship with God.  We’re so busy, we’re too busy for God.  

Sometimes we just slow down to have time with God just to make 

time to be with God.  Redeeming the time.  Redeeming the time.  

Redeeming the time. 

 

 There’s a gentleman who was very driven in his business life, and 

he was determined to make it and he pushed everything aside and 

he went after his business.  And he made it, he got into all of the 

business circles and become a great success.  But in the process of 

that, he had lost the relationship that we had with his children, 

and with his wife and with his home.  And he turned to his wife 

and he said, “Honey, we have arrived.”  She said, “Yes, but at the 

wrong place.” 

 

 And he realized then, the folly of his pursuits in life.  Life is more 

than your work. Your work is important, but life is more than 

your work.  You can pour yourself in your work in this life.  And 

he made a decision.  He made a decision that was very interesting.  

He made a change.  When he heard say that, he knew somewhere 

along the lines he had missed what was important, going after 

what he felt was important, and he had lost what he already had 

that was important.  And he made the decision to do this.  He 

said, why don’t we prioritize everything we do on the basis of who 

is going to be crying at our funeral?  He said we need to prioritize 

what’s really important around the people that are going to be 

crying at our funeral.  

 

00:15:02 

 

 In other words, he realized it was the value of relationships, the 

important relationships in his life.  His loved ones, the ones who 

really mattered in life.  Who’s going to be crying at your funeral?  

Or maybe you need to reprioritize your life around the people that 

are going to be crying at your funeral.  I thought that was a very 

enlightening awareness that he came into.  He prioritized his life 
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around people who he mattered to, people that loved him and that 

who he loved.  And he rearranged his business schedule to make 

sure that he lived life and valued and cherished important 

relationships in his life.  And that’s something that God has made 

us stewards of our most irreplaceable possession:  time.  He’s 

given us time.  And He’s made us stewards of our most 

irreplaceable possession.  Time, time. 

 

 How do you spend your time?  How are you spending your life?  

How are you living your life?  How are you living your life?  The 

apostle Paul called us to redeem the time.  That redeem the time 

means buying back every wasted minute.  It actually means doing 

what’s important, making the very most of your time.  This is 

what he’s calling us to, make the very most of your time, 

redeeming the time.  Make the very most of your time, how you’re 

living your life.  And he calls us to live it carefully, purposefully, 

as one who has some sense, with wisdom.  Live in light of what 

God wants you to do.  Live in light of the purposes of God.  Live 

in light of your calling, of your mission, of your destiny.  Live in 

light -- and so He calls us.  Now, what is it God wants you to do 

with your time?  What is it God wants you to do?  Live in light of 

that.   

 

 And he talks about buying up every opportunity.  Every 

opportunity.  So many opportunities avail us every day, and we 

pass them by.  God opens up opportunities every day for you to 

touch people, for you to minister to people.  We just go right on 

by, trying to live, realizing we just missed the most important 

thing in life.  This life is so brief.  And how you spend every 

moment is important with God.  So God’s given us the gift of being 

stewards, stewards of our most irreplaceable possession:  Time.  

Time.  Time.  We literally spend time.  They say time is money.  

You know, you even buy things in terms of time.  You’ll say, “It 

took me five years to pay off this car.”  See, that’s five years of 

your life.  You bought that with your time.  Time is so precious 

and so valuable. 

 

 Let me read this to you.  I thought this was interesting, how we 

waste time.  How we waste time.  Listen to this.  If you took all 

the minutes and the hours a day that we watch television, and 

you added it all together nonstop, you would find that our average 

of life of 70 years of age, we spend eight years of our time watching 

television.  Isn’t that something?  Eight years.  If you live to be 

70, it’s as if you spent eight non-stop years watching television.  
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Eight years of our lives are spent watching television.  You want 

more time every day?  Cut the television off.  We spend 23 years 

of our lives asleep.  You want a little bit more time?  Get up, wake 

up.  23 years of our lives was -- that’s almost half our lives, we’re 

asleep.  We spend six years of our lives eating.  Eating.  Six years 

of your life is spent eating. 

 

00:20:11 

 

 Here’s an interesting one.  We spend two years of lives dressing.  

Just putting your clothes on every day.  Two years of your life, 

dressing.  We spend a couple of years of our lives at red lights, 

just sitting at the red light, you spend about two years of your life 

just sitting at the red light.  Is that necessary, how we spend our 

time?  Now, on religion, we only spend a half a year.  Only a half 

a year, and that’s for those that are regularly, you know, going to 

church.  Time, it’s so precious and yet it’s wasted so frivolously.  

Time, time.  Time, time. 

 

 We waste so much time.  And it’s usually, the thing about time, 

we usually waste it the same way every day.  We’re wasting it the 

same way, every day.  So God wants us to value our time.  One 

it’s spent, you can’t replace it.  That’s why he says, take every 

available opportunity, seize every moment, every opportunity 

that you have.  And I’m going to give you some top uses, some 

good things to do with your time.  Some good things, because we’re 

-- He told us to buy up every opportunity, every available moment.  

Seize the opportunity. 

 

 I’m going to give you some good things to do with your time.  If 

you don’t value your time, you will never do anything with it.  If 

you don’t value your time, you will never do anything with it, 

you’ll waste it.  You’ll waste time if you don’t value time.  Let me 

give you some keys here to use your time.  We’ve already talked 

about one, time spent with God, that’s well-spent time.  That is 

well-spent time, time spent in prayer, time spent in His word, 

fellowshipping with God.  Increasing your faith, that’s the best 

time that’s well-spent.  Number two, we talked about time 

spending strengthening your relationships with those who you 

love.  That’s time well-spent.  Nobody on their deathbed ever 

looked back and said, “I wish I had spent more time at the office.”  

It’s always, “I wish I had spent more time with my family.”  So 

strengthening relationships with those you love. 
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 Here’s another wonderful use of your time.  Using your life to 

touch someone else’s life.  Using your life to touch someone else’s 

life.  It’s a wonderful use of your time, using your life to touch 

somebody else’s life.  The Apostle Paul, that’s what he understood 

how the brevity of our time here on this earth, and so he poured 

himself into touching other people’s lives.  He poured himself into 

sharing the Gospel, and spreading it.  He understood, he used his 

time while he had it.  Use your time while you have it. 

 

 Here’s another one.  Use your time to advance your overall life 

purpose.  Use your time on things to advance your overall life 

purpose.  Everybody is put on this earth for a reason.  Find out 

what that reason is, and develop.  Develop your gift, develop your 

talent, and then turn around and use that gift to bless the world.  

So use your time to advance your overall life purpose. 

 

00:25:03 

 

 The final one is, use your time to help you to grow to your 

maximum potential.  Use your time to help you to grow to your 

maximum potential.  So those are some good uses of our time.  

Now, there are a couple of major time wasters that we -- where 

we waste our time.  And the number one time waster is worry.  

Worry.  Worry is a time waster, you’re wasting time when you 

worry.  Don’t worry, it’s a time waster.  The biggest time waster 

is worry, worry.  And so we worry about our future, things that 

are going to happen.  We worry about that.  And the other big 

time waster is regret.  We regret what has already happened in 

the past.  Isn’t that something?  We’re worried about the future 

and regretting the past.  Those are the two primary time wasters.  

So eliminate those time wasters. 

 

 We are out of time.  Those of you joining us today, I want you to 

go to airjesus.com.  You can hear this message in its entirety, 

Redeeming the Time, Message No. 7252.  You can also email it to 

a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of 

the Word, because brother, you need the word. 

 

 Praise God.  Redeeming the time.  Redeeming the time.  Buying 

up every opportunity that life avails itself, and realize what’s 

really important in life to strengthen our relationship.  Don’t take 

people for granted that you love.  Don’t take people for granted.  

Don’t take your loved ones for granted.  Value your relationship.  

Slow down to enjoy every moment.  And I’m telling you, it would 
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cut out so much strife when you live life in light of how short time 

is.  You don’t have time for strife.  Life is too short, I want to 

cherish every moment.  And God just allowed that feeling to 

overwhelm me the other day.  I just wanted to value my time, 

value my relationships.  To be appreciative, to be thankful.  You 

heard my mother right before service, just thankful.  Just 

thankful.  Just thankful.  Using her time to be and to appreciate 

the goodness of God.  Well you know, God has been good, you 

know God has blessed you.  You know God’s been merciful.  Use 

your time to be appreciative.   

 

 Redeeming the time.  Redeeming the time instead of worrying 

about all of this stuff.  We got too much stuff.  Closet’s full of stuff.  

We’re overburdened, overcrowded, closets are full, garages are 

full.  Yet we’re working all the time trying to pay for all that junk, 

instead of using that time for divine purposes.  You’re only given 

your time for God to use you.  You ever think, “God, use me today 

to touch somebody.  Use me today to bless somebody.  Let me, God 

let me be there.”  Let me, say -- God needs people He can use.  But 

we’re so -- we’re so blinded and caught into our own little world.  

We’re not concerned with His purposes. 

 Now Jesus gave the illustration.  He went to the men who were 

standing idle on the corner, he went and brought them into his 

vineyard and put them to work.  And so Jesus was showing God 

wants His work in every vineyard.  You want to use your time on 

this earth, go to work in God’s vineyard.  And so God wants to use 

us for His purposes.  And so, so often, God wants to use us to 

minister, to bless people.  Opportunity is all around us, we’re just 

too busy to redeem the time.  When was the last time you just 

prayed and said, “God, use me.  Let me touch somebody.”  See, 

that’s living life with purpose.  It’s living with a different purpose. 

You’re redeeming the time, and realizing the days are evil.  Time 

is short.  We’re winding up here. 

 

 And so you want to do things that have eternal value.  So allow 

God to use you.   

 

00:30:00 

 

 Allow God to direct your time.  Allow God to remove, to help you 

to remove time wasters out of your life.  Things that are of no 

value to you that are just wasting time.  Just wasting time.  And 

allow God to use you for His purpose and redeem the time.  

Making the most of our time that we have.  It’s a short time, but 
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God wants us to make the most of it.  To make the most of this 

life that we have lived every day with that on your mind.  I want 

to make the most of every moment.  I want to make the most, 

whether it’s enjoying something in God’s creation, or whether it’s 

fulfilling something that God wants you to do.  I want to make the 

most of every moment that I have.  I want to bless people.  I want 

God to use me to bless people.  I want to be a blessing.  Use your 

time, redeem your time.  Redeem the time.  Praise God.  Amen.  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

 Praise God.  Praise God, just redeeming the time.  Sometimes we 

just need to slow down.  We just need to slow down.  Just slow 

down, just slow down and to take in life.  Slow down and take in 

life.  I was reading something that I -- a very powerful woman 

wrote, she said, for three years she was just so busy working that 

she never took a break, never took a vacation.  And she said she 

got to a point there was no more joy in her life.  She was just going 

through the emotions.  She just lost her zest for life.  She realized, 

“I need to slow down.  There’s more to life than just working.”  

And she slowed down and took a break, and began to refresh, re-

energize and recharge and appreciate life, to start to value and 

cherish people, and to take every moment, and realize that life is 

precious, life will pass you by.  Life, and you can be so busy, life 

will pass you by.  And you look up, your children grown and gone. 

 

 I remember when we were growing up, and we would be at my 

grandmother’s house.  And I remember my grandfather, he was a 

lot more stern with us as grandkids growing up there.  And I 

remember, my brother James and I, we’d spend the summers 

there, and whole summer.  And he was more stern, so we were 

kind of afraid of him, because he wouldn’t let us, you know, play 

on the front yard and he didn’t want us to mess with his 

equipment and mess with certain things, you know.  He had a 

luscious front lawn, so we knew not to step a toe out there on that 

front yard.  And so he was kind of stern.  And so he would get on 

us.  He would get after us, and so we knew. 

 

 But my grandmother was a little different.  She needs -- she took 

care of us.  She just, she just enjoyed and gave us anything we 

wanted, she just let us have our way.  And grandmamma finally 

told her husband.  And I remember this, and I was just a little 

boy, I was probably ten years old.  I never forgot it.  She told her 

husband, she said, “Cherish these moments that we have with our 

grandchildren.”  She said, “We won’t have them long.”  She said, 
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“We’re not going to have them long.”  She said, “Cherish.”  She 

said, and I was about ten years old, and I never forgot it.  She 

said, “Cherish these moments that we have.” 

 

 And there may be some relationships in your life you need to 

cherish.  You need to cherish, you’re so busy you’re letting life 

pass you by.  What you think is so important is not important at 

all.  You’ve forsaken the very most important thing in your life: 

relationships God’s blessed you with and placed in your life.  Take 

time to cherish your relationship.  Cherish your relationship.  

Cherish your relationship.  Praise God.  Praise God.  Amen.  

Amen. 

 

00:34:53 
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