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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen.  We’re delighted to have you join 

us today and we welcome those of you joining us by television or 

by way of the internet and we’re delighted to have you.  I want 

you to stay tuned to today’s message.  I want you to know that 

the problems that we face in life, that God is able to ultimately 

use them for our very own good.  So, stay tuned for today’s 

message. 

 

 Ephesians chapter 2 and I like to read verse 10.  Ephesians 

chapter 2 and verse 10.  When you get there, say, amen.  We’ll 

all read together in unison.  Ready?  Read.  “For we are his 

workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good words, which 

God have before ordained that we should walk in them.”  For we 

are his workmanship, we are his workmanship.  Everybody say, 

“workmanship.”  Workmanship.  And I really want to just use 

just from that one word, “workmanship.”  I want to use that as a 

subject, “Work in Progress.”  Work in Progress.  We’re really and 

this is really saying that we’re God’s work in progress.  You who 

are God’s working on in other words and for some of you God is -

-  He has you as a major project.  Major renovation is underway.  

Turn to your neighbors and say, “I’m a work in progress.  God 

isn’t finish with me yet.”  Aren’t you happy God isn’t finish with 

you yet?  That’s a blessing.  Thank God.  He hadn’t just thrown 

in the towel and said, “There’s nothing I can do with that.”  

That’s a complete mess.  That’s just a wreck and I am through 

with that. 

 

 Aren’t you glad God didn’t throw in the towel on us?  No matter 

how bad we miss it, no matter how much we fail, God, didn’t 

give up on us.  God is still merciful.  God is still coming after us.  

God is still trying to work in our lives and sometimes it can 

happen for a lifetime and God is still working.  God is still 

working. 

 

 The Bible said, that He that has begun a good work in us, will 

perform until Jesus return, God is going to be working in our 

lives.  And we thank God so much that he doesn’t leave us.  He 

loves us just as you are, but He loves you too much to leave you 

that way.  And so, God is constantly at work in our lives.  That 

word, “workmanship,” there it actually means in the Greek, 

that’s the word poiema in the Greek, comes from the verb poi, 

which means to make and it’s referring to a manufacturing 
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process where a product is developed and so the emphasis is on 

God which is the master designer.  And so, it’s not a finished 

product but it’s a work in progress, it’s a work in progress and 

so, we’re that work in progress.  We’re God’s workmanship. 

 

 Also turn over to the Book of Philippians chapter 2, look at verse 

12 and 13, Philippians chapter 2 verse 12 and verse 13.  It says, 

“Wherefor my beloved, as ye have always obeyed not as in my 

presence only, but now much more in my absence.”  Now, notice 

this, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 Now, notice that, we’re God’s workmanship.  God is working on 

us.  And here, the Apostle Paul, he says, now, you work out, 

work out your own salvation which lets us know that there’s 

more to our salvation than just a one-time prayer.  And so, we 

come to the altar and we pray one-time and we think we’ve 

arrived, we think that’s it.  No, that’s just the beginning.  That 

qualifies you now for the real work in other words, and so, Paul 

is saying here, “This not just a one-time occasion but this is 

something that you need to cooperate with God as God is 

working in your life.  Learn to yield, and to cooperate and to 

move quickly when He brings up things that you are to change 

and things to help you grow and to mature.”  And notice, verse 

13, it goes on, it says, “For it is God, which work is in you, both 

to will and to do of His good pleasure.” 

 

And so, we see that, God is at work in our lives.  God’s at work 

and God’s trying to make something.  God’s working on us.  Do 

you know the Bible refers to us as clay and God being the potter 

and He’s working, He’s making, He’s forming something in our 

lives and sometimes that clay is lumpy, sometimes it’s hard, and 

sometimes you’re got to just take some hardening.  You got to 

beat the lumps out of it.  You got to just master it.  And so, 

sometimes, clay is hard as brittle, it won’t bend and it won’t 

work and you got to apply pressure.  And you got to apply some 

different things to get it to cooperate.  But we can be pliable and 

we can learn to allow ourselves to be yielded into God’s work in 

our lives.  And so, the Bible also uses the example of God being a 

silversmith, and He’s working and purifying us and working.  

So, God’s constantly working in our lives.  
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 And one thing that I really wanted to touch on today is that, one 

of the greatest tools that God uses to work in our lives is our 

problems.  God uses problems.  That’s one of His greatest tools 

to work in our lives, problems.  He uses problems.  He would use 

circumstances.  He will even use people to work in our lives.  

There maybe difficult people that you’re dealing with and you’re 

saying, “God, remove this person out of my life.”  And you just 

don’t realize that person is the very sandpaper that God is using 

to smooth out the rough edges in your life.  And so, God, uses 

people, He uses circumstances, He uses problems to work in our 

lives.  And sometime you can’t see it as you’re going through it,  

you don’t understand and you’re praying for deliverance and I 

want you to realize that when deliverance does not instantly 

come, then you know that there’s evidently something in this 

that God wants you to get from it.  There’s something God is 

doing in your life.  And so, when deliverance, when it doesn’t 

instantly come to you, realize now, God is evidently gracing you 

to go through something.  That I believe there are two types of 

faith, there’s a delivering faith and then there is a sustaining 

faith.  And so, when you’re not instantly delivered from a 

situation, know then, that God now is using a sustaining faith in 

your life to carry you through it and it is through the process of 

you going through an ordeal that God is molding, He is shaping, 

He is teaching, He is maturing, He is purifying, He’s getting 

some junk out of you life, He’s getting your attention and so, God 

uses problems, He uses people, He uses circumstances, He uses 

these things to work on our lives even when we don’t realize it 

and the pressure can get so great at times and we pray for 

deliverance and deliverance doesn’t come and it’s all because 

you’re under the silversmith’s fire. 

 

00:10:03 

 

You’re on the middle of the fire.  And that silversmith, he holds 

the metal in the fire until he can see his own reflection.  And so, 

God holds us right on the fire until he can see, until His image is 

formed in us, until He can see Himself.  And you know, people 

that have been through something, and when God has moved in 

their lives, you’ll be able to see Jesus in them.  When you’re 

going through something, when you’re gone through an 

experience that has brought you to your knees and to an 

imperishable faith, people will be able to see Jesus in you and so 

God works in our lives.  He works in our -- God is a -- I mean, 

he’s a master craftsman.  He’s good at what he does.  And, so 
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often we don’t understand his ways but you got to trust that God 

is at work and you know, that will help you to go through 

problems.  If you’re not instantly delivered, you’ve got to trust 

God is at work in my life for my good.  God is at work in my life 

for my good.  And you got trust that, you got to know that.  

 

 Turn over to the Book of Isaiah, Isaiah chapter 38.  Hezekiah 

caught a hold of this.  Isaiah chapter 38.  After he had gone 

through an illness -- Isaiah chapter 38 verse 17, and it says, 

“Behold, for peace I had great bitterness.”  Isn’t that an irony?  

He said for peace I had great bitterness.  Doesn’t seem like 

peace and bitterness go together.  It seems like he would have 

said for peach I had such sweetness.  But he said for peace I had 

great bitterness.  Now, let me read on another translation and it 

will really come out clearly here what he’s saying.  It was for my 

own good that I had such a hard time.  It was for my -- now, he’s 

able now to look back after he has seen the handywork of God 

operate in his life, he’s able to look back now and he’s able to see 

I needed to be worked on and the hard time that I went through, 

it was for my own good.  Now he was able to look back and to see 

that God worked in his life.  And so often it’s only after we come 

out on the other side, we’re able to look back and now, we’re able 

to see.  I can see what God was doing when I lost my job.  I can 

see what God was doing.  I can see what God was doing when I 

had trouble in my family.  And he said it was through a hard 

time, through a hard time.  It was for my own good that I had 

such a hard time.  It was for my own good.  It was for my own 

good that I had such a hard time.  

 

You know, some people get in trouble and we mess up when we 

bail them out.  Some people need to go through that trouble 

because God is trying to – that’s why the Bible talks about 

(00:14:02) have a perfect work and sometimes we bail folks out.  

Some people need to stay locked up in jail for a little while.  

Wait a minute before you go down here to the (00:14:15).  Some 

folk need poking and might need to stay in there for his own 

good, for his own good.  And we find out trouble in our lives so it 

happens for our own good, for our good. 

 

My brother James and I, we heard a guy, he had been in prison 

and he had been locked up and he, you know, now that he has 

come out, he was very polished, he had earned his master’s 

degree while he was in prison and he said, “Now, to be perfectly 

honest with you all.”  He said, “I’m in better shape now.”  He 
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said, “I can now look back, --”  He said, “when I went to prison,” 

he said, “I was a wild young man.” 

 

00:15:02 

 

He said, “I was getting into all kind of foolishness.”  But he said, 

“If I hadn’t gone to prison, I would have never finished college.  I 

would have never gotten my master’s.”  He said, “That part of 

time was actually good for me.”  And so, God is a master 

craftsman.  So, even when it looks like life is working against us, 

God is actually working on something that’s going to be 

beneficial for you down the road.  It’s going to be beneficial.  It’s 

going to be beneficial for you down the road.  And so, I like that. 

Hezekiah said, it was for my own good that I had such a hard 

time.  For my own good that I had such a hard time.  All through 

life, we’re going to face trials, and troubles and problems.  All 

through life, Jesus told us that we would. 

 

But since we have to go through these things, you know, the 

devil might (00:16:06) for one but God means for another.  And 

so, the devil, he will use fire to try to burn you up, but God will 

use fire to purify you.  And so, these things that we go through 

in life, the Bible teaches us that God is working on our faith.  He 

is working on our faith, he is working on our character, he is 

working on our endurance.  That’s what the Bible teaches.  God 

is at work on your faith, God is at work on your faith.  He’s at 

work on your character and he’s at work on your endurance, on 

your endurance.  So, those are three things that God is at work 

on.  If you notice, people in the Bible who went through hard 

times, God could have prevented it but he didn’t.  He didn’t stop 

the three Hebrew boys from being thrown in the fiery furnace, 

did he?  God could have stopped that.  God could have stopped 

Jeremiah from being thrown into a slimy pit but God didn’t.  

God could have prevented Daniel from being thrown in a lion’s 

den but God didn’t.  God could have prevented Paul from being 

shipwrecked three times but God didn’t. 

 

And then so, you find through the Bible, God could have stopped 

hard times.  God could have prevented Jesus from suffering but 

he didn’t.  And each of those people, each of those men, they 

learned something.  They were developed through the trials that 

they went through.  The Bible says that Jesus learned obedience 

through the things that he suffered and he was perfected 

through the things that he suffered.  And so, each of these men 
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grew in their faith, their character and their endurance.  Their 

faith, their character, and their endurance. 

 

 Turn over to the Book of Romans, the Book of Romans.  The 

Book of Romans chapter 5.  You’ll see this.  Book of Romans 

chapter 5 verse 3.  Romans chapter 5 verse 3 and notice this.  

“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also.”  Now, here’s 

a man that had a revelation of trouble.  He got to a point he just 

starts glorying in it.  Isn’t that something?  He just started 

glorying in it.  See, he was looking at trouble from God’s 

perspective.  That’s why the Book of James, James is counting 

on joy when you fall into trouble.  See, there’s a perspective and 

so God wants us to go through the trials of life but from his 

perspective.  When you understand from God’s perspective that 

God is using these things actually for your good.  God is using 

them even they were meant for evil; God will use them for your 

good.  Notice that not only so, but we glory in tribulations also 

knowing -- see, he had knowledge. He had knowledge.  This 

trouble was actually working on something in his life.  See, you 

can’t become something if you’ve never been through anything. 

 

00:20:02 

 

No successful person is successful if they never went through 

anything.  And so, the hard struggles of life, that certain 

qualities are developed in people.  People that have been 

through something.  There’s a saying that says, “smooth seas, 

never made good sailors.”  And so, God wants you to have some 

endurance.  God wants you to be able to take some things.  God 

knows that if you don’t learn, that you’ll just quit.  God don’t 

want you to just quit every time something gets hard or difficult 

or inconvenient.  You’ll just throw in a towel and run away from 

it.  No, God wants you to have some backbone and some 

perseverance.  He wants you to be able to go through some 

things and stick with it. 

 

 The Apostle Paul told Timothy, he said, “Endure hardness as a 

good soldier in Christ Jesus.”  Endure hardness.  Don’t run from 

it.  Don’t be afraid of a little hardness.  Endure hardness.  You’re 

going to go through some things and so our faith is 

strengthened, our faith is developed as we go through things and 

at the same time, God’s working on our character.  Say, God is 

more concerned.  God is actually more concerned with your 

character than he is in your circumstances.  He’s not trying to 
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change so much what’s going on outside, around you, as well as 

going on in you.  See, your circumstances are temporary, but 

your character is eternal.  And so that’s why the Apostle Paul 

says, “This is working for us.  A far more eternal glory.”  Your 

character is eternal.  Your faith, that’s imperishable, that’s 

eternal.  And so, the Apostle Paul said, “These things are 

temporary.  What’s going on is temporary.  What’s your going 

through, that’s temporary.  But what God is doing in you, that’s 

eternal, that’s eternal.  So, God is more concerned with what’s 

going on in you than he is of what’s going on around you.  Your 

character lasts forever. 

 

 Notice here, here in Romans 5, it says, that and not only so, but 

we glory in tribulation also.  Knowing that tribulation work with 

patience.  That’s endurance.  And patience experience, 

experience is translated character.  So, that’s why I said, God is 

working on your character.  God is working on your faith.  God is 

working on your endurance.  Your character, your faith and your 

endurance. 

 

 There was a study done and I thought this was fascinating.  

They took a group of bumblebees in outer space to do a study on 

you know of course, being in space without gravity, without 

weight.  And so, they took these bumblebees and these 

bumblebees were floating around just like the humans were.  

And so, they didn’t have to use their wings.  And here’s the 

interesting thing they found out, they said after a brief period of 

time, all the bumblebees died and the reason they died is 

because they weren’t using their wings and God didn’t create 

bumblebees to go through life without using their wings.  Just 

like God didn’t create us to go through life without promise.  He 

didn’t create us that way.  See, God put some things in you for 

you to use them.  And if there’s never any adversity, we’re not 

supposed to float through life on flowery beds of ease.  And so, 

we have to use this.  So even in that study, the bumblebees 

couldn’t even exist without using what was innately put in them 

to overcome resistance.  And so, we’re not supposed to just float 

through life on flowery beds of ease.  That’s not our existence.  

That’s not the way God designed you.  You are to use the tools 

that God has put in you.  You need go through something.  You 

will struggle through life and not just float through life.  You 

need to struggle and so, through our struggle, God is working on 

your faith.  He’s working on your character.  He is working on 

your endurance. 
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 There was another interesting study I read; it was in the 

Northeastern part of the United States.  Cod fishing had become 

very prominent.  It became a very prominent industry in the 

Northeastern part of the U.S.  And they realized, that there was 

a market for cod fish all over the U.S.  

 

00:25:09 

 

And so, they decided to freeze them, and to distribute them to all 

the other regions of the U.S.  But here’s the problem, when they 

got distributed to the other parts of the U.S. frozen, they lost 

their taste.  There was something about the freezing process 

that just caused them to lose their taste.  And so, then they 

decided to put the cod fish in some saltwater tanks.  So, they 

would send them alive.  And here’s the problem, they said, even 

alive in the saltwater tanks, they still lost their taste because 

they were inactive.  They were inactive.  They were inactive.  

And so, they said, what they decided to do, somebody came out 

with an ingenious idea, they took the cod fish, the natural 

enemy which was the cat fish and they put a few cat fish on the 

tanks with the cod fish.  Now, this time when they delivered 

them, they said the cod fish were fresh, healthy, and wonderful 

tasting.  You know why?  They had to fight, they had to be alert, 

they had to be active, they had to swim, they had to use their 

abilities.  And so, that’s the way what God wants us to fight, 

God wants us to learn, God wants us active, God wants us 

energized, using our faith throughout life. 

 

We are out of time.  Those are you joining us by television, I 

want to go to airjesus.com and you can listen to this message in 

its entirety, message number 7256.  You can also email it to a 

friend.  But thank you so much for joining us here at Brothers of 

the Word, because brother you need the Word. 

 

And so, here we find that even the cod fish, they said, these cod 

fish when they arrived in the tanks without the cat fish, they 

were mushy, they were soft, they just still have a bad taste 

because they were inactive.  And so, but when they put those cat 

fish in there, they got to move and they had to stay alert and 

they had to swim, and they had to fight.  And so, it is with our 

faith.  There are problems put in our lives to keep you active, to 

keep you alert, to keep you praying. 
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I got a friend and he just recently ran into some trouble and he 

told me, he said, “Man, this is the first time that I have literally 

started reading the Bible.”  See, his trouble, he said his trouble 

made him dust this Bible off; his trouble.  And he said, “Man, 

my trouble was so intense.”  He said, “I couldn’t do anything else 

put pull my Bible out and start to read something.”  See, that’s 

one of the thing God’s working on, God’s working, God’s 

working, God’s working on our spiritual lives through trouble.  

And so, it’s through trouble that we come back to God, that we 

draw close to God.  We draw close to God in trouble.  So, God, 

uses that.  God uses that.  And so, I know so many people that 

it’s only when trouble comes that they are active in prayer and 

active in wanting to read the Bible and wanting to change their 

lives.  You know see; that trouble purifies the mess out of your 

life.  You don’t have time for a mess when you are in trouble.  

There’s something about it and it purifies.  So, God uses, God 

uses that as a work in progress.  He uses trouble primarily.  The 

circumstances in people to keep us as a work in progress, to 

purify our lives, to develop and shape our characters, so that we 

can become more like Christ, more like Him, until His image is 

reflected in us.  And so, I just wanted you to know that trouble 

has some purpose in God’s work in our lives and God, and you 

trust God. 

 

And then, the Apostle Paul, he said, we didn’t have a chance to 

get there, but he said, I’m actually thankful.  He said, I’m 

thankful that we got in trouble because we had to trust God. 

 

00:30:02 

 

He said this trouble causes us to have to trust God.  We can 

trust ourselves, you have to trust God.  So, trouble, it causes to 

have to trust God in our lives and you may not understand 

everything but there’s a place of contentment that comes in our 

lives where contentment is trusting God.  It’s trusting God even 

when things don’t go your way.  You don’t allow yourself to 

become frustrated even when things don’t go your way.  You 

don’t allow yourself to become frustrated even when things don’t 

go your way.  That’s what true contentment is.  It’s trusting God 

where you’re not frustrated when things don’t go your way.  

When you realize God’s at work in your life.  God’s at work.  God 

is at work.  And if He didn’t instantly deliver you, you know that 

God is working something for your good.  God is using that.  And 

so your questions change to God why am I in this?  They change 
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from that to God, what do you want me to learn?  What do you 

want me to learn through this?  What do you want me to learn, 

God?  Develop your character.  Teach me patience.  And 

sometimes we deal with difficult people so that we can learn 

patience, so that we can learn how to love enemies.  And so, God 

takes us through so many different things to develop his 

character, his image that can be reflected in our lives.  Praise 

God.  Turn to your neighbor and say, I’m a work in progress.  I’m 

a work in progress.  I’m a work in progress.  Praise God.  Praise 

God.  I didn’t get a chance to finish a lot more, I really wanted to 

go into but I will save it for another time.  So, at this time, I’m 

going to ask Brother James to give us closing remarks and close 

us out for tonight. 

 

Brother James: Amen.  We thank Pastor C. Elijah for that wonderful message.  

Some others when we deal with people in our life, we thank God 

that they are still a work in progress and not just finished where 

they are.  But we all have things that we need to sharpen in our 

lives and He definitely uses the things in our lives in order to get 

us where we need to be in.  Nobody really likes to deal with 

problems but if we had our choice, we won’t have any problems.  

So, that’s why we have to just be putting some things because if 

it was up to us, we’ll just be on vacation, 365 days a year.  We 

may go to work about once a month.  Some (00:33:03).  So, He 

definitely has to play some things to just keep us sharp. 

 

It’s just like you know when you’re in school and you kind of 

always wishing that you can get out of school and then when you 

get out, you realize years later after you stop reading and 

studying your minds that’s not what it used to be, you start 

forgetting facts and can’t remember folk name and all kind of 

stuff.  The mind begins to begin to weaken when you stop using 

it and then having to deal with the struggle of reading and 

studying, calculating.  So, we definitely can see the truth of that 

message in our lives and we praise God for it.  And it just help 

us give us some consolation that some of the things that we’re 

going through are just not in vain.  So, at least we can say this is 

to some purpose.  That some of that stuff we go through – just 

wondering what good is it all?  Why we got to go through this?  

We thank Elijah for helping us understand at least. 

 

00:34:22 
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