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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen.  We welcome you today and delighted to 

have you join us and I want you to stay tune for today’s 

message, Jesus answers the question of, “What is life eternal?  

How do we inherit eternal life?”  And he also asks how to really 

enrichen and bless our lives and fulfill our lives like never 

before.  So, stay tuned to today’s message.  Open your Bibles if 

you will over to the book of Luke; the gospel of Luke 10 and we’ll 

begin with verse 25 and we will read through verse 35 and we 

can also read from 1 John 3.  Please take your thing in 1 John 3, 

but beginning with Luke 10:25, it reads; 

 

 “And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, 

‘Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’  He said unto 

him, ‘What is written in the law?’”  Now, I like the way he asked 

Jesus a question, but Jesus responded with a question.  Now 

see, this is a lawyer, he is used to asking questions, so Jesus 

returns to save and asked him a question.  That’s what a great 

teacher will do.  A great teacher, instead of just answering a 

person, a great teacher will pull the answer out of the student 

himself.  So, he reversed the question to the lawyer and he says -

- verse 26, “What is written in the law?  How readest thou?”  In 

other words, you a lawyer and when they referred to lawyer, 

they will be talking about an expert in Old Testament law and 

so, he said “You are a lawyer, how did you interpret it, how did 

you read it?  You are an expert.” 

 

 In verse 27, “And he answered and said “Thou shalt love the 

Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 

all thy strength, and with all thy mind and thy neighbor as 

thyself.”  And He said to unto him, “Thou hast answered right: 

this do, and thou shalt live.”  In other words, you have eternal 

life if you do that.  “But he, willing to justify himself, he said 

unto Jesus --” they have a little problem of what Jesus’ answer.  

He didn’t have a problem with loving God but he did have a 

problem of loving the neighbor and so, he wanted to justify 

himself, he wanted to see if he can skirt around and make 

himself right in the eyes of God skirting around this issue, so he 

asks Jesus there in verse 29, but he willing to justify himself. 

 

 He said unto Jesus “Who is my neighbor?  And Jesus answering 

said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 

fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and 
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wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.  And by 

chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he 

saw him, he passed by on the other side and likewise a Levite, 

when he was at the place, he came and looked on him, and he 

passed by on the other side.  But a certain Samaritan, as he 

journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had 

compassion on him and went to him, and bound up his wounds, 

pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 

brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  And on the morrow 

when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the 

host, and said unto him, take care of him; and whatsoever thou 

spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

 

 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto 

him that fell among the thieves?  And he said, He that showed 

mercy on him.  Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou 

likewise.”  And then over in 1 John 3, it also picks up on the 

same theme of eternal life; 1 John 3 beginning with verse 14 

through 18, it reads, “We know that we have passed from death 

unto life, because we love the brethren.” 

 

(00:05:09) 

 

 In that the same thing Jesus said, “You want eternal life?  You 

have to get involved with laying your life down for someone 

else.”  And so, here John and saying we know we have passed 

from death to life because we love the brethren.  “He that loveth 

not his brother abideth in death.”  Verse 15, “Whosoever hateth 

his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath 

eternal life abiding in him.  Hereby perceive we the love of God, 

because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down 

our lives for the brethren.  But whoso hath this world’s good, 

and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 

compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?  My 

little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in 

deed and in truth.” 

 

 And in verse 17, I want to read it from another translation.  

Verse 17 says, “If anyone sees his brother in need yet closes his 

heart of compassion, how can the love of God be in him.”  I just 

want to use of the subject, “Keep Your Heart Open”.  Keep your 

heart open.  Notice what he said, and if you close -- you see a 

brother in need and you close your heart of compassion, how can 

we say the love of God abides in you? 
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 And so, we’re talking from the subject “Keep Your Heart Open.”  

Turn to your neighbor and said, “Keep you heart open.”  Keep 

your heart open; he is talking about your heart of compassion.  

Keep your heart of compassion open.  Keep your heart of 

compassion open.  You know, the interesting things I saw here -- 

the interesting thing I saw here, he implies that we all have a 

heart of compassion, but the question is, is it open or have you 

shut it?  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Is it open or have you 

shut it?” 

 

 We all have a heart of compassion; the Bibles says in the book of 

Romans that God has shed abroad in our hearts; the love of God 

has been shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.  So, we 

all have a heart of compassion, but he also let us know we have 

the ability to shut it down or we can open it up.  And so, I think 

it’s vitally important that we make sure we keep our heart of 

compassion open; keep it open.  Turn to your neighbor and say 

“Keep it open.” 

 

 You know, there’s so many people that are hurting, that are 

distressed, that are distraught, that are in situations and their 

lives are in turmoil, they make mistakes, they’re in the mess 

and you know, they don’t need somebody to come by and judge 

them and criticize them, and tell them what they did wrong; you 

know, they need somebody with a heart of compassion.  They 

need somebody that will share God’s unconditional love with 

them.  They need somebody who is going to bring hope and 

healing, and mercy.  They need somebody that’s going to listen, 

somebody who cares.  They need people who have a heart open 

with compassion. 

 

 I think the world is crying out; the world is crying out for people 

who have compassion.  The world is looking, I believe more than 

anything else, the world is looking for God’s love and God’s 

compassion.  But you know, we’re all so busy, we’re all have our 

own plans, we’re all have our own priorities, we’re all have our 

own agenda. 

 

00:10:01 

 

And we have gone to such upon where we have an attitude 

where we say, “I really don’t want to be inconvenience.  That’s 

your problem.  I’ve got enough problems of my own to worry 
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about.  I don’t have time to do with yours.”  And you know, I was 

thinking -- you know, I just have this thought I was thinking 

over the last three weeks, I counted up, a total of six people over 

the last three weeks that called me and they were in distress, 

they were hurting.  And I’m sort of telling on myself here as I 

lead back as God showed me the light of His word.  I had 

allowed my heart of compassion to be shut.  And each one of 

these six people that called me over the last three weeks to be -- 

I’m being honest with you, I’m being real.  Everybody say, “I’m 

being real.”  I’m being real. 

 

Now the Pastor (00:11:09) very real and honest.  And so, I’m 

being real and honest.  To be honest with you, when they called 

me and I heard each of those six people, and there were some 

pretty bad dilemmas that they were in.  But to be honest with 

you -- I really -- I don’t want to say, I really don’t care, but I 

really -- I was (00:11:44), “That’s your problem and I am not 

about to inconvenience myself dealing with your mess.  You 

made that bad, you might as well have it.”  And this was my 

attitude, this was my attitude.  I’m busy.  I got my own 

problems.  I’m trying to take care of my own problems.  I need to 

help myself.  If you’re calling me to land all of this junk and all 

of burdens and all of your distress -- and so this was my harsh 

attitude with all six of these individuals.  I listened, but I 

walked away unfaced.  I didn’t think twice about it.  I sleep good 

at night.  I didn’t have any compassion toward any of those six 

people.  (00:12:49). 

 

It is because I conditioned myself not going to care anybody else 

who’s burden.  I’m not going to let their mess get on me.  But in 

the process, He shut up my bowel of compassion.  I don’t even 

know it was closed.  I don’t even know that there was closed.  

And it wasn’t until I was looking at this scripture when God 

brought back to my memory, “You’d had six individuals over the 

last three weeks that have called you and they were hurting.  

They were in distress, they were distraught, they were 

discouraged.”  I mean, sometimes, I just got voice message and 

just said, “Pastor Charles, I’m having a hard time.  Please say a 

prayer for me.”  And I didn’t even bother to call them back, 

because there, I was putting myself in a distance and said, “I’m 

not touching that, I’m not getting involved with that.” 

 

You remember in the text Jesus gave the parable, when the man 

asked, the Lord asked him, “Who is your neighbor?”  That man 
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was slung over there in a ditch and the priest went bow on the 

other side.  I just found about it, I’m a preacher.  I’m a preacher 

and I don’t even realize this about the last three weeks.  I’m 

being crossing the street.  I’m being crossing the street for the 

last three weeks, not -- I didn’t even realize I was doing it.  But 

for the last three weeks, I have crossed the street.  I’ve crossed 

the street; I didn’t want to get involved.  I don’t want to 

inconvenience myself.  I’m busy doing ministry.  I got to go to 

church.  I got to go to church.  I got a minister.  I don’t have time 

to help you and get involve, I don’t want to inconvenience 

myself.  Why do I want to put myself in that kind of trouble? 

 

00:15:00 

 

It’s the same thing the priest said.  The same thing that Levites 

did, they were church pope, they would just -- they were coming 

from Jerusalem, they were coming from church.  They were 

coming from church and they were church people, but they 

hadn’t got such a condition that they had crossed their heart of 

compassion because they were used to holding people in a 

distance.  They had hardened their hearts because they didn’t 

want to get involved, they didn’t want to inconvenience 

themselves.  They didn’t want to trouble themselves.  They 

didn’t want to go out of their way, but they were coming from 

church.  They were so busy doing ministry that they lost sight of 

ministry.  So busy doing ministry, they lost sight of ministry. 

 

And I’m afraid they represented the church.  They represented 

the church, we’re so busy having church that we forgot what 

ministry is really all about.  Folk, ministry is about hurting 

people.  It’s about helping, hurting people and people are 

hurting everywhere.  I know because I got six calls over the last 

three weeks.  People are hurting.  They are looking for help.  

They are looking for just some encouragement.  A lot of the 

people that called me, they didn’t want any money, anything, 

they just needed to be encourage, they just needed to pat on the 

back, to say everything is going to be all right, brother, I just 

want you to know God had bring you through this.  I want you to 

know that it may be dug right now, but joy comes in the 

morning.  They just want -- they just want to -- some people 

didn’t want anything; they just want to -- they just need 

somebody to listen, they need somebody to talk to.  I just need 

somebody.  I don’t have anybody I can share my hurt, my pain.  I 

just need somebody.  But we’re too busy -- we’re too busy -- we’re 
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too busy -- I don’t have time to -- I don’t have time to talk 

anybody?  I don’t have time for that.  I’m in a hurry.  I got to get 

to the church.  I got minister to do. 

 

And there’s something -- and this is what Jesus showing this 

young lawyer who’s trying to get eternal life, and Jesus said, 

“You want eternal life?  I’ll tell you what eternal life is.  It’s 

loving God, loving your neighbor.”  And this guy was – he said, 

“I know how to love God.”  But he said Jesus, “Who’s my 

neighbor?”  Jesus answered, “I’ll tell who is your neighbor is, 

your neighbor is anybody who is in need.”  And there is 

something, Jesus qualified eternal life, having eternal life by 

loving God and loving those who are in need.  We’ve missed that, 

haven’t we?  We missed it.  Eternal life. 

 

Now he’s -- don’t get me wrong -- he’s not kind of say we work -- 

you’re not working for your salvation in a sense.  We know that 

our salvation is by grace through Christ Jesus, through the 

blood of Jesus, believe in on him and him only shall a man be 

saved.  But he is letting you know that eternal life -- would you 

really want to live; you really want God’s life and God’s love.  

You really want -- and see what Jesus is saying, “You don’t have 

to die to have eternal life.”  1 John says, we have eternal life 

abiding in us right now and this eternal life is love of God that’s 

abiding in us right now.  We have eternal life.  We’ve passed 

from death onto life.  We have eternal life because God is in us 

and God is life.  In Him was life. 

 

Zoe, the life of God, is in us now.  We have eternal life right now.  

So, Jesus was trying to let them know this is not something in 

the (00:19:29) that you have to die and then you go into eternal 

life.  No, eternal life flows in us now.  God is in you right now.  

God is life eternal.  This life God is love.  And so, John – I 

wanted to say that if you shut up your bowels of compassion 

when you see your brother hath a need how can we say eternal 

abides in you. 

 

00:20:01 

 

How can we say the love of God abides in you and you have 

closed your heart of compassion?  You’ve closed your heart of 

compassion.  How can we say?  How can we say that eternal life 

abides in you?  Turn to your neighbor and says, “Open your 

heart.”  Keep your heart open.  Keep your heart of compassion 
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open.  How can you tell if your heart is close or open?  Do you 

care about people?  Are your concerned about people?  Are you so 

busy with your own affairs, your own agenda, your own 

(00:20:46), taking care of your own little stuff?  You don’t care 

about anybody else is hurt or pain or what anyone else is going 

through.  But God wants us to be willing to be interrupted, be 

willing to be inconvenience every once in a while, just to open 

our heart of compassion. 

 

And this Samaritan is interesting because this Samaritan -- the 

Jews and the Samaritans, they were really enemies, they didn’t 

get along and there was almost a racial division, there was a 

religious, there was an ethic division between them, they didn’t 

get along.  But it was interesting the one who brought help in 

healing, he was an enemy to the man that laid in the gutter(ph).  

And so, it is interesting to know that he may not be somebody 

like you that you even have to help, or who may even help you.  

It may not be somebody from your same race, your same 

background from your ethnicity, may not be in the body from 

your same belief, may -- would -- might be here’s where we’re 

wrong, we love Christians but if you’re not a Christian, I don’t 

want to be a part of you.  What happened to God so love the 

world?  Where God – where we can love people regardless of 

what race they are, regardless of what religion they are.  Love 

transcends all of that and so, God don’t want us holding back, 

closing our heart of compassion because somebody may not 

believe like you believe. 

 

Love, God is love and God wants our heart of compassion to flow 

to those that are hurting, those that are hurting, those that 

hurting, people are hurting and the churches walking right by 

them.  We’re walking right by them, walking right by them, and 

they are hurting, they are hurting.  And so, God just want you to 

keep your heart open, become more sensitive when you see 

opportunities to help people.  The Bible says in the book of 

proverbs that, “He who refreshes others himself will be 

refreshed.”  That life takes on whole new interest, when you get 

involved with helping others.  Now it cost you something to help 

other people.  This Samaritan had to put his money out.  He 

took him to the inn.  He got down off of his donkey and put the 

wounded man on the donkey.  Switch places with them, he 

walked, and allowed him to ride, took him to the inn and he 

invested his money. 
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It cost you something to help people, but here’s something about 

this gentleman, this gentleman, this Samaritan, he opened his 

eyes, the Bible says, “He saw him.”  He opened his eyes to those 

who were hurting.  (00:24:28), not even seeing people that are 

hurting.  The first thing God says, “Open your eyes.”  Open your 

eyes.  Second thing, “Open your heart.”  He first saw him, but 

seeing him wasn’t enough because the priest and the Levites 

saw him.  But he mainly opened his eyes.  Number two, he 

opened his heart, he had compassion, he had pity on him. 

 

00:25:02 

 

Number three, he opened his hand, he opened his hand and 

made a difference in his life.  He reached down and help him.  

He opened his eyes, he opened his heart, and then he opened his 

hand.  The compassion is more than a feeling (00:25:30).  He 

feels something, he sees something, then he does something, and 

compassion will cost you something.  And so, I just wanted to let 

you know to keep your heart open, to keep your heart open and 

have a heart of compassion.  So many people are mentally sick 

because they closed their heart of compassion. 

 

We are out of time those of you watching by television, I want 

you to go to airjesus.com and you can type in message number 

7257, “Keep Your Heart Open” and you can hear this message in 

its entirety.  You can also email it to a friend.  But thank you so 

much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the word. 

 

There’s something about blessing other people.  That literally 

blesses our burial(ph) lives, it blesses our lives and there was a 

psychiatrist and somebody asked him, he said, “What would you 

advise people to do who were on the verge of nervous 

breakdown.  What would you advised people to do?”  And you’re 

thinking to say, they need to go and see a psychiatrist.  That’s 

not what he said.  He said, “They need to get up, lock their 

house up, go across the railroad trucks, find somebody in need 

and help them.”  He said, “That’s the remedy.” 

 

When you invest an interest in the life of somebody else, it 

literally adds life back to you and he said very few if any.  He 

said, “You will never find mentally ill people who are givers.”  

He says, “Something about giving keep you same.”  There’s 

something about giving that keep you same.  Did you know your 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7257.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7257.mp3 

body literally -- when you do a kind act, you help somebody, your 

body actually releases chemicals in you for help and makes you 

feel good, there’s something released in your body when you 

help.  Scientifically, it is proven.  When you help other people, it 

less depression, it brings a joy that’s unspeakable.  When you 

invest in other people, it does something.  That’s what the bible 

says, “He who refreshes others himself is refreshed, himself is 

refreshed.” 

 

There was a man that was -- he was trying to commit suicide 

and he jump into the river to just commit a suicide.  And 

another man saw him flowing down the torrential river, in the 

torrents of the river, and he jumped in to try to rescue him.  But 

when he jumped in, the force of the river gave him a struggle 

and he was about to drowned himself before he gets to the man.  

And the man who is trying to commit suicide saw the man who 

jumped in to save him and he saw that he was in trouble and he 

immediately turned and he start swimming toward him, and he 

save his life.  And he said -- he said, after he save his life, it gave 

him a whole new hope and a joy for living.  He said, he no longer 

wanted to die.  There’s something supernatural that God built in 

the system. 

 

00:30:01 

 

It’s something -- I can’t explain it, but it is something 

supernatural that when you lay down your life, that’s why Jesus 

said, “There is no greater love than this that a man lay down his 

life for a friend.”  There’s no greater love.  You want eternal life; 

you love God and you love anyone that you see in need.  You’re 

going to have life; you’re going to have life and you’re going to 

have it like you’ve never had it before.  It’ll pull you out of your 

depression.  It’ll pull you out of your problems because when you 

aren’t involved with other folks’ problems, you forget your own.  

And there’s something -- I can’t explain it but there’s something 

supernatural that God releases in a life that sacrifices a part of 

His self to help another life.  It’s a great mystery of the gospel.  

But it’s the key to eternal life as Jesus gave it.  The key to 

eternal life. 

 

Keep your heart open, keep your heart open, keep your heart 

open and so quick that our hearts will close and become 

calloused and we don’t even realize.  I’ve been in ministry a long 

time.  I’ve seen a lot of hurting people and after you see so much, 
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you just start having a deaf ear to it.  It doesn’t faze you 

anymore, that’s not what God wants.  God wants us to keep our 

hearts open and the next time I hear a voice crying to me, I’m 

going to be more sensitive, if it’s nothing but loaning them my 

ear.  Loaning them my heart, encouraging them, letting them 

know that I do care.  Keep your heart open, keep your heart 

open.  Praise God, amen, amen.  Thank you, Lord, praise God, 

praise God, praise -- isn’t it something how we get so wrapped 

up into other things, we lose our heart of compassion, we lose 

our heart of compassion.  We miss hurting people, we miss it, we 

miss the real ministry.  Praise God, amen. 

 

00:32:49 
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