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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen.  We welcome those of you joining 

us by television or through the internet.  We are delighted to 

have you.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  I want you to know 

that you are unique, you are special and I want to help you to 

become all that God created you to be, so stay tuned to today’s 

message. 

 

 If you will, open your Bible in the Old Testament; the book of 1st 

Samuel chapter 17 and we’re all going to read a couple of verses 

out.  Actually, I’ll give you the background of this setting, this is 

when Israel was at war with the Philistines and David was sent 

by his father to carry food to his brothers and also just to check 

on the welfare of his brothers and those who were there in 

battle.  And so David arrived and he delivered the food and he 

was there just checking things out and while he was there 

checking things out to take a report back to his father, this is 

when Goliath comes across the valley and he is shouting 

defiance against the armies of God, threatening them, daring 

them and David hears this and David, he ask him “Who is this 

and what’s going on?”  And some of the soldiers explained to 

David that this was Goliath and every man in Israel was afraid 

to fight him and then David said, what do you get for beating 

him; if you whip him?  He said, “Well, you actually get the king’s 

daughter in marriage.  You get to marry one of the king’s 

daughters.”  So, David pealed around to see what she looks like.  

And also you didn’t have to pay taxes the rest of your life.  That 

was a pretty good deal wasn’t it?  No taxes; tax free living the 

rest of your life.  And so, David signed up for the job and of 

course his brothers were angry and they didn’t he was able, but 

he signed up for the job because the benefits to David 

outweighed the circumstances at hand.  So, he signed up and so, 

pick up here in verse 38 and 39.  So, he is getting ready to fight 

this giant and King Saul is having a discussion with him and 

trying to get him dressed and ready for the battle. 

 

 So, look at 1st Samuel 17 verse 38 and verse 39.  I’m going to 

read it on the New Contemporary English Version because it’s 

just reads to clearly in everyday English, but it says, Saul had 

his own military clothes and armor put on David, and he gave 

David a bronze helmet to wear.  David strapped on a sword and 

tried to walk around, but he was not used to wearing those 

things.  “I can’t move with all this stuff on,” David said.  “I’m 
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just not used to it.”  David took off the armor and picked up his 

shepherd’s stick.  He went out to a stream and picked up five 

smooth rocks and put them in his leather bag.  Then with his 

sling in his hand, he went straight toward Goliath. 

 

 And here, King Saul was attempting to make David look and to 

act like the rest of the soldiers, so he wanted him to have the 

armor and the garments that the other soldiers were wearing 

and Saul took his own armor to put it on David so that he could 

be dressed for battle.  And so, he gave David everything that he 

needed to win.  He gave David everything that a soldier would 

nee to win the battle against Goliath, but however, David wasn’t 

a soldier.  Notice, I said, he gave David everything a soldier 

would need for battle, but David wasn’t a soldier.  Soldier 

clothes didn’t fit on David.  This armor didn’t fit David.  It 

wasn’t who David was.  David was a shepherd boy and a 

shepherd boy didn’t fit the clothes of a soldier, and so, it just 

wasn’t who David was.  Isn’t it odd how people will try to 

pressure you into doing what everyone else is doing and trying 

to be like everyone else?  Everyone else was dressed this way 

and so, Saul wanted him like everyone else.  Saul even gave him 

his own armor so he could even be like Saul.  He wanted him 

dressed.  You will be a soldier like I am but David had a problem 

with it, it didn’t fit David. 

 

 And David said this stuff is too heavy, it’s too big. He said, I can 

hardly walk with this stuff on more or less fight with it on and 

so David said it’s not me.  This just isn’t me and he stripped 

himself and then he ran and got the shepherd’s stick, his bag 

and his stone and he said, now, this is me.  And now, David was 

comfortable in who he was.  So, I just want to use as the subject 

“Free to be me.”  Free to be me.  Free to be me.  Strip off all this 

other stuff, strip off all these other incumbrances and things 

that entangle you and slow you down, things that you can’t 

operate; you’re never going to be successful trying to be 

somebody else.  You’re going to get frustrated; you’re going to 

get angry; you’re going to waste time and you’re going to waste 

energy. 

 

It’s sort of like something Pastor Nathaniel said; he said “Don’t 

waste your time trying to teach a pig how to sing.”  And he said, 

two things can happen.  Number one, you’re going to waste your 

time and then number two, you’re going to make the pig mad.  

And so, when you’re trying to be somebody else or you’re trying 
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to be something that you’re not, you’re wasting your time and 

you’re going to end up in frustration, you’re not going to 

accomplish anything and you’re going to be frustrated.  And so, 

David couldn’t wear Saul’s armor.  He couldn’t wear Saul’s 

armor and just because Saul’s armor worked for Saul, it didn’t 

work for David.  And so, just because you might see something 

working for somebody else, it may not work for you. 

 

See, God has graced you for what you need to do.  He hasn’t 

graced you for what somebody else needs to do.  And so, God 

wants simply just to let you know that you are unique, you are 

special, you’re created by God and there is none other like you 

on earth.  Have you ever thought about this?  There’s nobody 

who has ever lived before you, there’s nobody who’s going to ever 

come behind you, there is nobody who is currently alive right 

now who is exactly like you are.  You are the only one.  You are 

the only one like you.  You’re the only like you.  You are unique. 

 

 David in the Psalms, Psalms 139, he marveled over the 

uniqueness in which God made him.  He said “God, you formed 

me in my mother’s womb, I’m fearfully and wonderfully made.  

You know all of my intricate details.  You know my make-up, 

you designed me with your own hand.”  Folks, I want you to 

know something, you are not an assembly line production, you’re 

not mass produced, you were tailor made by God Almighty.  

Tailor made, you are handmade, you are custom made.  You’re 

custom made and you know, custom stuff is always more 

expensive than the stuff they put on the assembly line.  I mean, 

you go and try to buy something that’s handmade, go and buy a 

chair that’s handmade.  Go and buy a suit that’s handmade.  

Folks, you are handmade and this is what David marveled.  He 

said “God, I’m handmade.  I’m unique.  There’s no one else like 

me.” 

 

 Even science; science validates the uniqueness of us as 

individuals.  Science says, there’s no one else with your 

fingerprint. 

 

00:10:03 

 

There’s no one else with your eye print.  There’s no one else with 

your voice print.  There’s no one else with a heartbeat exactly 

like yours.  In fact, science says that the DNA molecules can 

unite all the different ways that DNA molecules can unite 
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together is infinite.  And so, it is virtually impossible for any two 

to be completely alike.  In fact, they gave a statistical number, it 

was something like if the odds of there being somebody else on 

earth exactly like you, I mean, in all of your factors and 

everything about you, the odds of somebody been exactly like 

you from a mathematical standpoint, it is 1 in 10,000 to the 34th 

trillion power.  One in -- that’s a big number.  I can’t -- let’s talk 

about chance of the 34th -- I forget, that’s a big number though.  

I forgot what the number is, but this was huge that zeros never 

end.  Now, that’s 10th, that’s not the number, that’s 10 to the 

power of that number.  That’s the chances of there being 

somebody else on earth just like you. 

 

 And so, you’re unique, you’re special and you’re trying to be like 

somebody else?  Wait a minute.  Now, when you’re trying to be 

like somebody else, you’re saying to God that what God made 

you isn’t good, because you’re trying to get out of his creation of 

you and to get into somebody else’s creation.  So, what you’re 

saying, God’s creation of you is missing something.  It’s not 

valid.  Paul said over in the book of Romans, “Shall the clay say 

to the potter, why have you made me like this?”  Folks, God 

didn’t make any junk.  God doesn’t make any junk at all.  You 

were handmade by God.  You were handmade by God and we’re 

so caught up in trying to be like somebody else.  If only if I had 

their looks, if only if I had their personality, if only I had their 

brains.  If I had what they have.  I want to be like Mike.  I don’t 

want to be like Mike because if I was like Mike, that will make 

two Mikes and no me. 

 

 And so, you are the only one of you.  So, God wants you to be an 

original.  Joel Osteen, who now he pastors the largest church in 

America, has a number one bestselling book in America, has a 

number one television broadcast in America.  He has all of these 

number ones, but let me tell you something before he got to 

those number ones when he said; when his father died and he 

took over the ministry as pastor, he said his biggest fear was he 

didn’t know if the people would accept him because they were so 

used to his father.  His father pastored for 40 years, and then he 

said his father was energetic and he was exciting and he was 

fiery and Joel said, I’m laid back and I’m kind of relaxed.  And 

he said he went into prayer one day and he said, God, should I 

change to be like my dad was?  Should I try to preach like my 

dad?  Should I try to preach his sermons and act like him?  And 

he said right down and here, he heard the word of the Lord come 
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to him and said, Joel, I want you to be who you are.  I want you 

to be who I created you to be.  I don’t want another copy of your 

dad.  He said, I want an original.  He said just like nothing be 

yourself. 

 

00:15:02 

 

 And Joel said, when he heard that, it set him free.  And because 

he was released to be himself, he has the largest church in 

America, the number one book in America, the number one 

television broadcast in America being himself.  Being himself.  

God wanted his uniqueness, nobody has his voice print, nobody 

has his heart print, nobody has his gifts and talents and abilities 

and so, neither do you, nobody has yours.  God wants you to be 

you.  Nobody can duplicate you.  When you’re trying to be 

somebody else, you cut off your own creativity; you cut your own 

creativity off.  You cut off your -- I mean, you cut off every -- all 

of your uniqueness is cut off.  The gifts that God put in you are 

cut off, and God has put something special in everybody.  

Nobody is the same.  Don’t get jealous because you might not 

have what they have but that’s okay, I got something.  I got 

something that they don’t have.  That’s the way God set it up.  

See, God didn’t want everybody the same.  God is a God of 

variety. 

 

 Look at your neighbor and you can tell God is the God of variety.  

Look around.  Look around.  Look around.  Not only he is a God 

of variety, by looking at some of you all here, he has a great 

sense of humor.  Notice, God creates variety.  He creates variety.  

He has given each one of you something different.  None of you 

have everything and nobody has nothing, but somewhere in the 

midst, we all got something, even if it’s just a little bit.  I don’t 

care how smart and well versed and how prosperous you are, 

somebody else still got something you don’t have.  And see, that 

when God made it like that, so that when we all come together, 

we complete each other. 

 

 See, if one person had it all, that person wouldn’t need anybody 

else, but because he didn’t have it all, he needs the complement 

of somebody else’s gift.  The gifts that God has giving you, 

they’re never for you, they’re always for others.  So, if you don’t 

use your gift and express exactly who you are, you’re cheating 

somebody else out there.  Then vice versa, if they don’t use their 

gifts, they’re cheating you.  Our gifts are always made for 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7260.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7260.mp3 

somebody else.  Your gifts aren’t made for you, they’re made for 

somebody else.  They flow through you and God uses them to 

flow through you.  His generosity flows through all of us 

expressing the variety of God.  God’s variety, God’s spirit, when 

it flows through all of us, it comes out a beautiful rainbow, it 

comes out a beautiful symphony.  See, now what if we all just 

play the trumpet?  Wouldn’t be much of an orchestra would it?  

But see, the way God designed it, here’s a trumpet player, 

there’s a violinist, there’s a pianist, there’s a drummer, there’s a 

saxophonist, there’s somebody that can play the flute.  There’s 

somebody that get on the cello.  Oh, there’s somebody that can 

do this.  There’s somebody that can sing, there’s somebody that 

can dance, there’s somebody that can clap, there’s somebody 

that can direct but when you put us all together, here’s a 

beautiful symphony that God has put together. 

 

 But if you just say, Eddie Low has a trumpet.  I want to be a 

trumpet like him and if you go to be a trumpet like him and if 

you were at violin, now, there’s no violinist because you left 

what God gave you and trying to be somebody else and you’ve 

left a void and God is only pleased; He only receives glory when 

we are whom He created us to be.  He receives glory.  It gives 

Him pleasure to see us use our gifts, be who He created us to be 

able to be.  It gives Him glory.  It gives God glory.  It’s sort of 

like sunlight.  You know, sunlight shines through a stained-

glass window, all of the brilliant colors of that window 

illuminate. 

 

00:20:02 

 

We are like stained-glass windows.  When God’s light shines 

through us, each of us gives a different pigment of color, that’s 

the variety.  He has a sense of humor.  He is good in that.  He is 

analytical.  He can dance, he can (00:20:22) and sing.  He is an 

artist.  Oh, He is a construction worker.  He is good with His 

hands.  All of these things, so when the light of God shines 

through us, this beautiful rainbow of colors is the manifold 

wisdom of God.  The manifold multicolored expressions of God.  

He’s a God of variety.  I like that God mixes it.  Aren’t you glad 

he mixes it up?  He mixes it up for us.  God mixes it up for us.  

Nobody likes the same thing day in and day out and think if we 

all looked the same, that would be boring, wouldn’t it?  Think if 

we all just look the same, think if we all the same height and the 

same weight and wore the same clothes.  Wouldn’t get boring?  
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And we all did the same thing.  But, see, God in his infinite 

wisdom, He created you to do something on this earth that is 

uniquely fitted for the gift that He has put in you.  And so, 

nobody else can quite do that test like you can because you’re 

engineered from the beginning when He designed you and 

created you, He already knew what He had you in mind for and 

so, He put something there in you, for you to use to fulfill that 

purpose.  Your part of the symphony.  You have a part in the 

symphony and so I just wanted you to know that God wants you 

simply to relax, don’t try to be like anybody else, be secure in 

who God created you.  So what, I might not can do it as well as 

they can but at least I can do it, the best I can.  That’s what’s 

important.  As long as I do my best, I might not can do it as well 

as someone might can and beat me at it, but they can’t beat me 

doing at that.  You understand what I’m saying? 

 

That’s all God wants you to do it the best you can.  The best you 

can.  You are unique, you’re created, you’re especially designed 

by God.  I like the old African Proverb, I used to hear Pastor 

Dale quote this years ago, and it simply says, "be what you is 

and not what you ain’t because when you use what you ain’t, you 

ain't what you use."  And that’s the truth.  Be what you is and 

not what you ain’t, because you ain’t what you use, you’ll use 

what you aint. 

 

It goes, I might have twisted it but it’s not you – and so, God 

wants us to be in original.  Turn to your neighbor and say, be an 

original.  Be an original.  See, there’s value.  There is value in 

being an original.  You know, the Monalisa, you can print a copy 

of the Monalisa off the internet and to be honest with you, it’s 

worthless.  It’s worth the paper you printed it on.  But if you go 

to the museum where the Monalisa original is kept,ou’ll see the 

security and the security guards and the lights and you’ll see the 

original signed by the artist.  That is worth something because it 

is not a cheap copy.  It is not an imitation, it is the creation, the 

original creation by the hands of the artist himself and it holds a 

high estimable value because it’s an original. 

 

So, turn to your neighbor and say, don’t be a cheap copy.  Be an 

original.  Be an original.  Nobody can beat you being you.  

Nobody can beat you being you.  I always said, I can’t play the 

organ and piano and sing like Brother Ivan can, but Brother 

Ivan can’t laugh like I can. 
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 I mean, I can hit some very high pitches.  When I’m preaching, I 

can hit some high – you all hear that?  Listen, I can hit some 

high pitches when I preach.  A lot of people can’t hit that pitch.  

A lot of people can’t hit that.  You can’t hit that easy.  Listen, 

T,D. Jakes is awesome, but T.D. Jakes can’t hit this.  He can’t 

hit that pitch.  T.D. Jakes cannot hit this pitch.  He can’t do it.  

God gave me that.  God gave me that.  That’s unique.  God gave 

me that.  That’s a gift from God.  That’s a gift.  I’m not going to 

try to be like T.D. Jakes.  I’m going to keep using this high pitch 

that God has given me.  Yes. 

 

I am out of time those of you joining us by television.  I want you 

go to airjesus.com and you can listen to this message, message 

number 7260, “Free To Be Me.  You can also email it to a friend, 

but thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the 

Word because brother, you need the Word. 

 

Stop trying to be like other people.  Forget other people.  You 

only have one race to run.  It’s your race.  That’s your race.  

Now, you’re not perfect, you got a lot of flaws, and you got a lot 

of mistake, but God’s working with you.  God’s working on you, 

he’s not finished with you yet.  Just allow him to just flow 

through you.  Be an original.  Be an original.  Be an original.  

There’s many things God has put in you.  God wants to touch 

the world.  People, God wants to touch.  The gift is in you, the 

talent is in you, God built you and never feel like you’re not 

anything because you’re the handywork of Almighty God.  

You’re the handywork of Almighty God and God created you to 

be you.  Don’t try to be like anybody else.  You don’t have to 

dress like anybody else, you don’t have to look like anybody else, 

you don’t have to sound like anybody else.  David could not fit 

Saul’s armor.  He just took it off.  He said, “Saul, I appreciate it.  

That’s not me.”  And David was only victorious when he went 

against the giant and the freedom of being himself who God 

created him to be.  See, David won against the giant like a 

shepherd because that’s what he was.  He didn’t try to change 

and they tried to form and fit him into another mold.  He said, 

“I’m a shepherd.”  I’m a shepherd.  Just give my five smooth 

stones, my little shepherd’s bag and my stick, and I’ll whoop 

that giant any day of the week because I’m where God wants me 

and I’m who God created me to be, and there’s a tremendous 

power and an anointing that will flow through your life when 

you allow yourself to be anointed and who God created you to be.  
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Don’t try to be like anybody else.  Don’t try to be like anybody 

else.  Brother James told me, he was on a karate class and he 

said, he had gotten the wind kicked out of him and he was 

falling back, he was injured, he was hurt and he said he lifted 

up and he heard the words of Rocky; the movie Rocky.  And he 

said, just for a moment he transformed into Rocky and he --.  

Don’t try to be anybody else.  Don’t try to be anybody else.  Just 

be you.  Just be you.  God knows what he put in you.  God knows 

what he put in you.  God knows. 
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