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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word. Amen, amen, amen. We thank you for those of you 
joining us by way of television and by way of AirJesus.com. We are delighted to 
have you. Stay tuned to today’s message. I want to share something with you that 
will cause you to be more fulfilled in life, it will cause you to bless other people, and 
it will cause you to glorify God. So stay tuned to today’s message. 
 
Let's begin over in the book of Romans, Chapter 12 there in The New Testament, 
and let's read Verses 6 through 8, Romans, Chapter 12, Verses 6 through 8. I am 
going to read, actually, in the Amplified Bible, so I am going to read a little 
differently than what you may be reading in the King James if you have King 
James. But Romans, Chapter 12, Verses 6 through 8 reading from the Amplified 
Bible says “Having gifts, faculties, talents, qualities that differ according to the 
grace given us, let us use them. He whose gift is prophecy, let him prophesy 
according to the proportion of his faith. He whose gift is practical service, let him 
give himself to serving; he who teaches, to his teaching; he who exhorts, encourages 
to his exhortation; he will contributes, let him do it in simplicity and liberality; he 
who gives aid and superintends, with zeal and singleness of mind; he who does acts 
of mercy, with genuine cheerfulness and joyful eagerness.” And I just want to read 
the first part of Verse 6 again:  “Having gifts, faculties, talents, qualities that differ 
according to the grace given us, let us use them,” and I just want to use as a subject 
today “Use Your Gifts”; “Use Your Gifts”. Turn to your neighbor and say, “Use your 
gifts.” 
 
Use your gifts. Each of us are uniquely designed by God with talents, with gifts, 
with abilities, with skills; and God has given us these gifts and, you know, He 
wouldn’t have given us these gifts if He did not intend for us to use them. You 
wouldn’t have gifts if God didn’t intend for you to use them; and so He gave you 
these gifts for you to be able to use. And I know some people are saying, “I don’t 
have any gifts, I don’t have any special abilities, I don’t have any talents.” And, you 
know, when you say “talents,” people think of tap dancing or singing. So I can hear 
many people in their minds, “Use what gifts? I don’t have any gifts, I can't do those 
things.“ 
 
Well, let me share something with you, just to show you that you have some 
powerful abilities. Many studies have revealed that the average person possesses 
hundreds of untapped, unrecognized and unused abilities. Turn to your neighbor 
and say, ”You’re sitting on hundreds of untapped, unrecognized, unused abilities.” 
Turn to your neighbor and say, ”You are loaded.” 
 
Let me share some facts with you. Your brain can store 100 trillion facts, and you 
can’t even remember where you put your car keys. Your brain can store 100 trillion 
facts. 
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You know, this young lady actually told me a few days ago to have my wife call her, 
and I forgot. And so the next time she saw me, she literally took my hand and tied a 
string around my finger. She said, “Now, you won’t forget this time.” You know, 
here we are, thinking that we are absentminded, thinking that we are forgetful, and 
our brains can store 100 trillion facts. So turn to your neighbor and say, ”You have 
the ability to remember.” Your mind can handle 15,000 decisions a second, and you 
can’t even figure out what to cook for dinner. You’re just pulling your hair out. “I 
don’t know what to wear, everybody is driving me crazy, too many things coming at 
one time,” and your mind is built by God to be able to handle 15,000 decisions a 
second. Your nose can smell up to 10,000 different odors. Turn to your neighbor and 
say -- well, that’s all right; don't say that. I had to catch myself there. Some of you 
are just wondering what I was about to say, but don’t worry about it. Your touch 
can detect an item that is 125,000th of an inch thick. That’s very, very small and 
thin, but your touch can pick it up. 
 
And so we created with unusual and amazing abilities, just merely by creation of 
God; and then on top of that God designed us uniquely, and especially we were 
created different. Everybody is different. We all have something different to offer. 
God didn’t put anybody on the Earth with nothing. You have something to offer to 
bless this world, to make a difference, to make a mark that is unlike anybody else. 
Your genes, your DNA, your makeup, it’s not like anyone else alive, and there is 
something special God put in you for you to do, for you to deliver to bless mankind 
and to give pleasure to Him, to give glory to Him. God receives glory when we do 
what we are put here to do, when we use our gifts, when we use our talents; when 
we use our ability, it blesses God, it blesses other people, and it fulfills something 
within ourselves. You are very fulfilled when you are doing what you know you were 
created to do. 
 
So everybody has gifts, everybody has abilities, everybody has talents. The person 
on the corner selling drugs, that’s a gift. It’s a misused gift, but it’s a gift from God; 
and they just misused something that God has given them for good, they are using 
it for evil, but that’s a gift of selling, of marketing. These people know how to 
organize. These people know how to distribute. Those are gifts of God, and they 
don’t realize it, because they are using them for darkness! 
 
So everybody has gifts, everybody has unique talents and ability to be used for the 
glory of God. And He means for us to use our gifts and, I mean, it just feels good 
when you are doing what you were made to do. 
 
Let me read something to you that I read from Mark Twain, something that Mark 
Twain wrote. And I’ll say the title; but he says, “A man died and met St. Peter at 
the gates of Heaven. Recognizing the saint’s knowledge and wisdom, he wanted to 
ask him a question. ‘St. Peter,’ he said, ’I have been interested in military history 
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for many years. Tell me, who was the greatest general of all times?’ Peter quickly 
responded, ’Oh, that’s a simple question. It’s that man right over there.’ The man 
looked where Peter was pointing and answered, ‘You must be mistaken. I knew that 
man on Earth, and he was just a common laborer.’ ‘’That’s right,’ Peter remarked, 
‘but he would have been the greatest general of all time if he had been a general.’” If 
only he had been a general, in other words, on the inside of him, the ability was 
there, the gifting was there, the uniqueness was there, the talent was there for him 
to be the greatest general of all time. God knew what was in him, in other words. 
God knows what’s in us, even when we can’t see it, even when we don’t recognize it, 
even when we don’t know it’s there. It is there, and so often it’s hidden. The greatest 
gifts so often in our lives are hidden.  
 
Let me read something I read that was just as interesting about some great people 
who had gifts, but the gifts were dormant in them early in life, and they were 
hidden, and they were later awakened in their lives. They are hidden gifts. The 
Apostle Paul told Timothy, “Stir up the gift of God that is in you.” See, it was there, 
it was hidden, it was dormant; and Paul recognized it, Paul knew it was there. Paul 
had even laid hands and prayed. He knew the gift was there! But it was dormant, it 
was unrecognized, it was unused in Timothy, and so Paul brought attention to it. 
He said, “Stir it up.”  
 
So there are some great individuals who had to do the same things in their lives. 
They had gifts that were dormant, hidden. These are some people that were 
overlooked early in life, and they didn’t blossom until later in life when their gifts 
were exposed. Einstein, Albert Einstein, it says he was four years old before he 
could speak. Now, here is the most brilliant mind that ever lived; but he was four 
years old before he could ever speak, he was seven before he could read. We’ve got 
kids now two or three years old that can read, write, speak and everything else. And 
so early in life, it didn’t look like he would amount to much. But in him, brilliance, 
the Genius of God, was thumbprinted in his life. It wasn’t until later on in life he 
discovered his gift and developed it and used it and blessed the world, and there 
hasn’t been a mind since to the likes of Albert Einstein and his wonderful theories 
that we still explore today. 
 
Sir Isaac Newton, they said that he did very poorly in grade school; he was failing, 
flunking out of grade school, and he, too, would become one of history’s most 
celebrated scientists. 
 
And here’s one I really loved. I loved this one:  Walt Disney. A newspaper fired Walt 
Disney, because he had no good ideas. They fired him, because he had no good 
ideas. Here’s a little bit about his early life. When he started out in Kansas City, he 
couldn’t sell his cartoons. Some hinted that he had no talent. Disney had a dream, 
so he set out to conquer his souls. He found a minister who paid him a small 
amount to draw advertising pictures for his church. Disney had no place to stay, so 
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the church let him sleep in the mouse-infested garage. One of those mice, which 
Disney nicknamed Mickey, became the famous Mickey Mouse that the world knows 
today. 
 
Think about that for a moment. Here was somebody who was told they had no 
talent, fired because he didn’t have any ideas; and yet the gift was there, the 
uniqueness was there, the creativity was there, the genius was there. But it was 
developed. He didn’t give up on his dream, he developed it over time, and now we 
celebrate Disneyland and Disney World and all the movies and all the productions 
and all the creations of one man who didn’t have talent to cut it, one man who didn’t 
have ideas good enough to work at a newspaper. 
 
Folks, I want you to know, there are gifts, there are unused talents, there are 
recognized abilities on the inside of each and every one of us. Many studies say that 
the average person has 500 or so unused and unrecognized abilities. The cemetery 
is full of books never written, songs never sung, businesses never developed, 
products never created, sermons never preached, pictures never drawn. Folks, we 
are full. Turn to your neighbor and say, “You are full. Use your gifts.”  
 
Nobody can use your gifts but you. You are the only person on Earth that can use 
your abilities. I can’t use your abilities, only you. Only you can use your abilities, 
and it’s the uniqueness that God put in you, and God made it that way. So you’re 
unique. Only you can use your abilities, only you. Only you can use your abilities.  
 
Here is something that I like to share. The Apostle Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 
4:14 -- you don’t have to turn there -- but he is simply said, and I like this 
translation, “Be sure to use the abilities God has given you. Put these abilities to 
work. Neglect not the gift” is what the King James says:  “neglect not the gift.” And 
so Paul urged him to the fullest use of his gift. 
 
There was a violinist, a great violinist in Europe, and right before his death he 
donated his violin to his home city in Italy. And he gave it with these instructions. 
He said, “Make sure no one ever plays my violin again. Never is it to be played 
again.” And they took it and they agreed, and they put it in a case and closed it. 
Nobody ever played it. And over the years it decayed, worms ate it up, and it 
became just an old, worn-out relic. And they said during that same time, other 
violins were donated, and they were used. They were passed down from generation 
to generation, and people kept using them, and they said after centuries don’t buy. 
The violins that were used were in perfect condition, whereas the one that was 
passed down where no one was to use it became a rotten relic. 
 
And so you are not to allow the gifts that God has given you to go unused, because if 
they go unused, they are going to rot, they are going to decay, and you’re going to 
lose if you don’t use the gifts that God has given you. Some of you hearing my voice, 
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you know it’s resonating in your heart and your sprit. What is it? What is it that 
you know, what are the gifts that you aren’t using that you have? What is it that 
you sometimes just go over on the inside of you when nobody else is around and you 
find yourself turning over in the middle of the night sometime, and you know there 
is something locked up and caged up on the inside of you that you are not using that 
you know? And you are in a job, you are in a job that you know is not you; you are 
just in it, never utilizing the gifts that God has blessed you with! Folks, they are not 
our gifts. We are simply stewards; they are God’s gifts. He is the giver, and every 
good and perfect gift is from above. We are stewards of the gifts of God, and God 
gives them to us to use them to bless other people! People are blessed by our gifts! 
They are blessed! And when you don’t use your gift, you are cheating somebody else 
of a blessing of God that God wants to get to them! You are robbing them; you are 
cheating them when you are not using your gift! 
 
And also likewise, when other people don’t use their gifts, they are stealing from 
you, because your gift isn’t for you, it’s for others; and other people’s gifts are not for 
them, it’s to bless you. And so when they don’t use theirs, they are cheating you. So 
God has given us these gifts to be a blessing, to bring glory to Him, to fulfill our 
lives. 
 
Listen to this scripture here. 1 Peter 4:10, one translation says, “God has given each 
of you some special abilities. Be sure to use them to help each other, passing on to 
others God’s many kinds of blessings.” That’s why we all have different gifts, 
because God wants to pass on through us many kinds of blessings. Many kinds. So 
it’s not just one gift; there are many kinds of blessings. One translation I read said 
that the storehouse of Christ Jesus was just so rich with blessings, He just passed 
them out and wanted people to use them so that He could bless His people with 
them. Christ went into his storehouse of gifts and began to just pass them out and 
to use them. 
 
How would you like it if you gave a gift to somebody, and they didn’t use it? 
Whenever we give to somebody, we want them to use it. How would you like it if I 
gave you a car, and you didn’t use it, you didn’t take care of it, you didn’t drive it; 
you just let it sit up and corrode in your garage? I am coming to look for you and get 
my keys back! 
 
And so a lot of times, I remember, I bought a juicer. I bought juicers for several 
people, but I bought a juicer for a couple of people in particular, and I gave them 
these instructions. I said, ”The only thing I require is that you use it. That’s all I 
require. You don’t have to pay me back. The only thing I want you to do is use it, 
because I know, I know you aren’t going to make this juice.” I said, “That’s all I 
require. Use it. Just use it. And sure enough, a friend of mine called me a few years 
later, had been diagnosed with cancer, and he said, “I never used the gift that you 
gave me that could have prevented this from coming on my body.” And he said, ”But 
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I am getting ready to use it now!” I mean, man, he is juicing every day. He is juicing 
more than I am now. He is using the gift I gave him years ago! 
 
And so when we give, we want gifts to be used, and so it is with God. How do you 
think it makes God feel when we are sitting here bundled up with all of these gifts, 
and we aren’t sharing them with anybody, we are not blessing the world, we are not 
glorifying God? God is sitting there saying, ”Why won’t they use what I gave them? 
Why? Why? Why won’t they use them? Why won’t they use their gift? Why won’t 
they use their gifts?” 
 
Let me read something here, something else that blessed me. This blessed me about 
a woman. Well, let me find it, and I will read it to you. It says, “Martha Berry was a 
lady with a vision to help children. She began a school for poor children. She had no 
books, no building and no money; but she had a dream. She went to Henry Ford to 
ask for a donation. Mr. Ford reached into his pocket and gave Martha Berry a dime. 
Most people would have been insulted. Here is a multimillionaire, and all he could 
give was a dime?” 
 
I am out of time, those of you watching us by television. I want you to go to 
AirJesus.com, put in Message No. 7261, and you can finish hearing the rest of this 
story. Also, you can email it to a friend. But thank you so much for joining us here 
at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word.  
 
All right, where did we leave off? “Mr. Ford reached into his pocket and gave 
Martha Berry a dime. Most people would have been insulted. Here is a 
multimillionaire, and all he could give was a dime? But Martha took that dime and 
bought a packet of seeds and planted a garden, raised a crop, sold it and bought 
more seeds. After three or four harvests, she had enough money to purchase an old 
building for the children. She returned to Mr. Ford and said, ‘Look what your dime 
has done.’ Mr. Ford was so impressed that he donated a million dollars to the Berry 
School.” 
 
What are you doing with what you have? She took what she had -- didn’t have but a 
dime; but she took that dime and invested and multiplied it and grew it and 
cultivated it. She started a school with a dime. But she was faithful over that which 
was little. And when Mr. Ford saw that, he recognized the principle, “Here is a 
person who was faithful with a dime. I have no problem investing a million dollars 
into them, because they have been faithful over little. They will be faithful over 
much.” 
 
And so it is, I don’t care how little you think you might have. What are you doing 
with that little? Don’t worry about what you don’t have; use what you do have. 
What is it that you have? I mean, your gift may be just  a smile. Your gift may be a 
word of encouragement. That’s why I like the Apostle Paul. In our opening text, he 
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said, “If your gift is to prophesy, prophesy.” He said, “If your gift is teaching, teach.” 
He said, “If your gift is encouraging,” he said, “encourage.” He said, ”If your gift is 
helping,” he said, “help.” And he went on down the line. He said, “If your gift is 
singing, sing. If your gift is giving, give.” He said, “It doesn’t matter what it is as 
long as you do whatever your gift is! Do it! Use it! Multiply it! Get out there and use 
what God has given you! Use it. Use it, that’s all he was really saying. It doesn’t 
matter, diversity is a gift! As long as you are using what you have, as long as you 
are using what you have. Don’t sit back worrying about, ”Well, I can’t prophesy like 
Pastor Nathaniel.” Now, what if I just sat down and said, “I can’t prophesy like 
Pastor Nathaniel”? But, bless God, here it is I do have the blessings I’ve got! He 
hasn’t got this high voice. I’m using what I’ve got! I’m using what I have! I’m using 
what I have. I am using what I have. That’s all God is requiring! 
 
You have never seen me tell a prophesy, have you? As long as I have been here, you 
have never seen me try; I have never coveted another man’s gift! No, I don’t have to 
try to copy what somebody else does. All God wants me to do is use what God has 
given me, use it! That’s all I’ve got to do is use what He has given me! 
 
And you’ve never heard Pastor Nathaniel trying to get a squeaky voice, have you? 
Use your gift! Use your gift. Just use it. Use what you have. Use what you have, use 
what you have. I remember very early in ministry when I was just a teenage, I was 
probably 16; but God gave me an idea. He gave me an idea. I was ministering. He 
put a desire in me to touch young men that were my peers, to touch other young 
men, because young men back then, they really didn’t have a fervor about serving 
God; there was really no desire to walk in the things of God. And since God had 
touched me at a young age, I wanted my peers to fall in love with God, to know God, 
to live for God. And so God gave me the idea of using basketball, using basketball. 
He said “The young men will play basketball.” 
 
Now, I want you to understand. I didn’t know a whole lot back then, I didn’t have a 
whole lot back then; but I used what I had. I could play basketball. I mean, I was 
pretty good, and I still am today. So I simply got some guys together, and I said, 
“Let’s play basketball.” And I took it a step further. I said, “Let’s start a team.” And 
I said, “Now, wait a minute. Let’s use this for the glory of God.” I said, “Let’s pass 
out fliers in the community saying that we have a team available and we are 
recruiting young men to play on our team.” And we went out in our community and 
put all fliers on all the community basketball courts, and young men began to come. 
And when they came, the requirement was, you have to come to Sunday School and 
church in order to play on the team; if you don’t come, you don’t play in the game. 
So as a result, God gave me at 16 years old, he gave me an idea to touch young men 
for His Kingdom with what I had  I didn’t have a whole lot, didn’t know a whole lot; 
but I could play basketball. And so God said, ”Use what you have!” And so I used 
the basketball. And we had sometimes upward to 100 young men coming on a 
weekly basis to hear the Word of God to change their lives. And until this day, out 
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of that group of young men, there are about four or five of them that are pastors this 
day right now as I speak that came out of that group of men. Well, God touched me 
as a young man, and He say, “Use, use what you have.” 
 
Now, this hit me today. I used a basketball net; God has touched the Pastor to use 
the inter-net. Jesus said, “Let down your nets for a draught. I am going to teach you 
how to be fishers of men.” He is using what He has; He is using His abilities, He is 
using His gifts. He couldn’t have used basketball like I could, because He can’t play. 
And I couldn’t use the internet like he did, because I didn’t have the abilities. But 
we both use “nets” to touch the hearts of people. We both use “nets”, we both use 
what we have. 
 
And so everybody’s approach is different. But all God wants you to do is use the gift 
that you have. Don’t worry about me. Don’t compare to me, don’t compare to him, 
don’t compare to James. Use what you have. Use what you have. Your gift may be 
serving. In fact, Paul mentions serving as a gift. He said, “If your gift is serving,” he 
said, “then serve. Be the best server. Be the best server. Serve the best, and allow 
your gift.” In other words, just use your gift. He said, “If being good to people is your 
gift,” he said, “be good to people, and be good to people with a passion. Use the 
creative, unique ability God has put in you. Use your gift! Use it, use it. Use it, or 
you will lose it. And, folks, at the end of this age when we stand before the 
Judgment, Jesus is going to say, “What did you do with the gifts I gave you? What 
did you with the gifts that I gave you? What did you do with the gifts that I gave 
you?” 
 
We are going to have to be accountable as being good stewards over the gift of God, 
that God has deposited down on the inside of us to use to bring glory to Him, to 
bless others, to bring fulfillment to ourselves using our gifts… using our gifts. 
Praise God, praise God, Amen, amen. 
 
Praise God. Use your gifts, use your gifts, God wants to use you. You are here for a 
purpose. You have an assignment. You are unique, and there is nobody else like 
you, and God wants to use you. God wants to use you. Let Him use you. Allow your 
creative gifts to flow. Develop them. They take developing. A lot of gifts are hidden, 
and most gifts takes hard work to develop. 
 
There was a famous, one of the greatest violin players of all time, and when he 
reached that plateau, people called him genius. And he said, “This is very odd.” He 
said, “After practicing for 14 hours a day for 37 years, now they call me genius.” He 
had to develop, he had to develop. Use every available resource to develop, to 
develop your gift. Develop your gift. Pastor Dale taught us this principle. He said, 
“You’ve got to know your gift, grow your gift, then sow your gift.” Know your gift, 
grow your gift, then sow your gift. You have a gift. You have a gift, and God wants 
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you to use your gift. Use your gift. Use your gift to bless mankind. You’re put here 
for a reason. Use your gift. Praise God, amen, amen, amen. 


