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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen, amen, amen, amen.  We thank God for 

you and thank you for joining us.  Those of you joining us by 

television or by airjesus.com, we are certainly delighted to have 

you today.  Stay tune to todays message.  I really want to help 

you to enjoy life more and I want to help to have a better outlook 

on certain things in life and you’re going to be richly blessed. 

 

 Open your bibles, if you will, over to The Book of Philippians.  

The book of Philippians.  The book of Philippians Chapter 4, 

Philippians Chapter 4, when you get that, say, “Amen.”  

Philippians Chapter 4 and I’d like to just read Verse 8.  

Philippians Chapter 4:8.  Let’s read together there in unison, 

ready?  Read.  “Finally, brother, whatsoever things are true, 

whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 

whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 

whatsoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue and 

if there be any praise, think on these things.”  I just want to use 

the subject today, “Be Positive.”  Be positive.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Be positive.”  Be positive. 

 

 If there was anybody that could admonish us to be positive in 

life, it was the Apostle Paul.  I don’t know anybody besides the 

Lord Jesus Christ except for the Apostle Paul who had such an 

amazing ability to maintain a positive outlook and a positive 

attitude in life no matter what he went through.  He was the 

man who told us to rejoice and again, I say rejoice.  While he 

was in prison, how was that for being positive.  He was a man 

that was shipwreck stone beating.  He was a man that went 

through cold and heat and went through hunger and suffered 

thirst and nakedness and peril.  Suffered (00:02:44), suffered all 

of these things.  He was the man that was in prison several 

times but no reason at all and yet, he tells us to rejoice.  So, he 

has such a -- he always kept a positive attitude. 

 

  I like one particular time when they had him in prison and he 

wrote and he said, “All these things that have happened to me, 

they have happened for the furtherance of the gospel.”  This is 

how he viewed his wrong treatment and his imprisonment and 

all of the beatings, and all of the accusations against him.  He 

said, “All these things, they happened for the furtherance of the 

gospel.”  In other words, he used God’s viewpoint, God’s -- he let 

that God’s purposes for what was happening in his life.  And 
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that allow him to stay positive.  And so, so often when bad 

things happened to us, if you will remember to let those things 

through the purposes of God, that God is using and working in 

your life.  It will help you to keep a good attitude as you go 

through him. 

 

 And so, right through the midst of those things that he was 

suffering, he said, “I can see why God allowed this happened to 

me.”  So that it would forego the gospel and somebody else’s rise 

so that it will bless somebody else.  And he got happy, they 

thought he was sad and they thought that he was done because 

he was in prison unjustly and they felt that he was just going to 

be so depress and he was excited when they got there -- when 

they went to see him.  He said, “No.”  He said, “God allows this 

to happen for the furtherance of the gospel.”  And he went all to 

history and tells us why they had him in prison?  They hand him 

handicap to two guards at all the time.  One on his left and one 

on his right.  In every six hours, they would shift, they rotate the 

shift of the guards.  And so, while these people or these guards 

would chain to him, he was sharing the gospel, he was getting 

them save.  He was telling him about Jesus, he was sharing his 

testimony. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 So, Paul was looking at it every six hours, there were two new 

people, he was getting born again until the kingdom of God.  

And so, that’s why he said, “No, I see why God have me here.”  

And the Gospel was spreading through Caesar’s palace, there 

was -- it was coming all through the palace because of the man 

in jail refused to be negative.  He refused to be bitter.  He 

refused to be discouraged and he kept a positive attitude.  So, 

turn to your neighbor and said, “Be positive.”  Be positive. 

 

 The bible tells us that God lays before us, life and death.  

Blessing and cursing.  And I can also -- I believe we can add to 

that.  He lays before us negative things and positive things.  

Then he says, “Now, you choose.”  You choose whether you’re 

going to be negative or whether you’ll going to be positive in life.  

Negative things.  Now, this choice, this decision that he ask us 

to make is not a one-time deal.  We are bombarded with 

negative things every moment of our waking life.  And you have 

to make a decision whether I’m going to be negative or whether 

I’m going to be positive.  Things come on us all the time and you 
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got to make that decision over and over again but that choice is 

laid out for you.  You’re going to be negative or you’re going to be 

positive. 

 

 You know, Jesus, when he wrote, he said, “in this world you will 

have tribulation” but then he said, “But be of good cheer, I’ve 

overcome the world” and now, what he was saying, he was 

saying, you’ll going to have problems but then he said, but cheer 

up! Cheer up! Cheer up!  You’re not going to have problems that 

are greater than your God.  Cheer up!  You’re not going to have 

problems that I won’t be with you to solve.  Cheer up! You’re not 

going to have problems that I won’t help you to get the victory 

in.  So, what Jesus is saying, you’ll going to have problems that 

are going to come, but you’ve got a choice of how you going to 

react and respond to those problems that face you in life.  And 

so, Jesus said, “cheer up!” keep a good attitude! keep the good 

attitude! keep an attitude of faith whenever you are facing 

anything in life. 

 

 I like something -- just to show you how powerful being positive 

is.  This is actually something that I read of doctor prescribed for 

his patients.  And he had patients and what he would prescribe, 

at least once an hour, the patients had to say this, at least once 

in hour, they had to say this, every hour they had at least to say 

this at least once every hour.  “I’m getting better and better 

everyday in every way.  I’m getting better and better everyday 

in every way.  I’m getting better and better every day and in 

every way.”  And the story goes on that he was having 

phenomenal results with the recovery of his patients versus 

those patients of other doctors because he had him to focus on 

something positive concerning their feeling.  Now, if they had 

been saying, “I’m getting sicker and sicker.”  You know, they 

would not have recover. 

 

 So, even this doctor realized the power of being positive in our 

words, positive in our thoughts, positive in our lives, and that it 

even affects the very recovery time and the well-being of our 

physical bodies.  I like that, that’s something we ought to say, I 

like that.  And you don’t have to say that -- the way how to say, I 

am well and I’m feeling better and better everyday and I’m 

weller and weller.  I’m healthier and healthier.  Every day, 

that’s the confession that you ought to make.  I’m feeling better 

and better, I like that.  Every day and in every way.  And that 
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mean it brought some curative powers to those people that kept 

a positive attitude. 

 

00:10:03 

I had a friend of mine and he told me, he said, recently he had 

some pain in the side and he said it scared him to death.  And he 

said the reason it scared him to death.  He says, he thought it 

was his kidney because his father have died of kidney failure.  

And he said the minute he felt the pain, all type of negative evil 

thoughts became the come in.  He thought he was dying of 

kidney failure and he went to the doctor.  The doctor said, “there 

is absolutely nothing at all wrong with except your crazy 

thinking.”  Your negative thinking, your fearful thinking and 

that’s the only thing wrong with you.  And so, it is so pertinent 

to look for these choices that were present themselves to you 

positive or negative in life, you’re going to face them over and 

over again. 

 

 There was a lady that was -- she had an unusual event to 

happen in her life.  She said she was catching a flight to 

Cleveland.  And as she was sitting on the plane and as the plane 

took off, she said that she notices something very unusual.  She 

says she look out at one window and it was very cloudy, very 

dark and then she said she looked right across the plane at of 

another window and is was very bright and sunny.  And she said 

she couldn’t figure it out, at one window it was dark, cloudy, 

gloomy and out of the other window it was bright and sunny and 

she said right at that moment, the spirit of God spoke something 

into her relating to that event she experienced.  And he said this 

to her, “You will have in your life some bad dark experiences 

and you will also have some very bright wonderful good 

experiences” and he said, “you can choose which one you will 

focus on.  You can focus on the negative or you can focus on the 

positive” and he said, “just as you’re traveling in this plane, You 

travel through life and you have to determine which window you 

going to look out of”. 

 

You are traveling, we’re all traveling but you determine which 

window you’re looking out of.  You’re looking out in to a window 

of despair and darkness and gloom and defeat.  Or are you 

looking at a window of victory, a window of joy, a window of 

praise as we are on this journey, we all have two windows.  And 

you have to choose which window you going to lookout as you 

make the journey.  Which window?  Turn to your neighbor and 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7263.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7263.mp3 

said, “which window will you look through?” which window will 

you look through?  Let me read some -- let me read statics about 

positive remarks from parents and teachers. 

 

 A survey as mothers to keep track of how many times they made 

negative comments compare with positives comments to their 

children.  And this is what they found when they really start 

keep and tract of it.  Parents found in this study that they 

criticized ten times for every one time they said something 

favorable.  They criticized ten times for every one time they say 

something favorable.  And a three-year survey in one city school 

found that the teachers were 75% negative.  The study indicated 

that it takes four positive statements from a teacher to offset the 

effects of one negative statement to a child.  And that is some -- 

you got to be four times as positive to offset one negative 

statement and its -- you know, we have no idea how we affect 

our children with what we say. 

 

00:15:12 

 

Peter Daniels who is now a great business -- real estate business 

investment tycoon.  He shares something in his book.  He has a 

book that’s called “Miss. Phillips, You Were Wrong!” and Ms. 

Philips was his teacher from elementary school.  And he said 

every day, Ms. Philips will just grab him by the throat and say 

“Peter Daniels you are bad, bad boy and you will never amount 

to anything in life.” And she said that day in and day out during 

his elementary years.  And he said those statements from that 

teacher paralyzed him literary.  And he said his life begin to 

follow suit with exactly what she said.  And he said, he was 26 

years old, illiterate because he was in prison by the words one 

teacher in his early childhood that he was a bad, bad boy and he 

would never amount to anything.  And he said, he went to a 

Billy Graham’s Crusades and he see Christ Jesus as his Lord. 

 

 He begins to found out that he was a child of God and that he 

was somebody and their God had a future and God had a plan.  

And that he was worth something that he was a king son and he 

said that was a turning point in his life.  And today he is a 

multi-millionaire business tycoon because he had to have 

something to shake off a negative experience that had 

imprisoned his life.  You know, I’ll tell you it is just so much 

easy to enjoy life when you’re positive.  It’s hard to enjoy life 

when you’re negative in it.  I mean when you’re negative, I don’t 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7263.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7263.mp3 

care how good things or negative persons going to find 

something to complain with that.  I don’t care how good, perfect 

circumstances you put them in if they’re negative and then find 

something to complain about but God wants us to be the 

opposite.  No matter how bad a situation we are in.  God says to 

us “There are always some good, somewhere if you lived long 

enough and hard enough.  You going to find some good 

somewhere, and that is where you focus your life and your 

attention and your energy in the good in every situation. 

 

There was a little boy and he brought his report card home to 

his father.  The boy had just done terrible in school and he get a 

very poor report card.  I mean, he had this and sessions else and 

just a horrible report card and he handed it to his father.  And 

his father said, “Now, what do you have to say about this?” and 

he said, “Dad, there is one good thing at least you know I didn’t 

cheat.”  And so, no matter how bad thing are in our lives if you 

looked long and hard enough, you are going to find something 

positive, something positive.  And even when I did the study of 

people that lived to be a hundred and longer in the centenarians 

that was one characteristic, they all had in common. 

 

 People that live extremely long lives, they all had positive 

outlook on life.  They were all positive people.  So, this is 

something that helps you to live longer.  Having a positive 

attitude and a positive outlook on life but some people they just 

going to grumble and they’re going to complain no matter what.  

Mike Murdock said one day, he had been just crying and just 

bowling and scrawling before the Lord just complaining the 

griping about what he had lost in his life and he said he was 

actually literally crying shedding tears for about three hours.  

And he said all of the sudden God said, “Shut up” Shut up.  And 

he said the Lord told him, stop complaining about what you’ve 

lost and start giving thanks for what you have.  So many of us -- 

we just complain, we complain no matter how good it is. 

 

00:20:21 

 

There is something that we always find to complain about.  

Philippians Chapter 2 something else -- the Apostle Paul said in 

Philippians Chapter 2:14 what he says about complaining.  He 

says, “Do all things without grumbling and complaining.”  Do all 

things without grumbling and complaining.  You know what? I 

just recently have some experiences where I’ve realized that 
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there was certain things that I really dreamed doing.  And when 

I change my attitude and my outlook concerning them to more of 

a positive stance.  I found that I begin to actually enjoy things 

that I had always dreamed just because I change my attitude.  I 

change my perspective on it.  And I begin to actually enjoy 

things that I used to just really recent. 

 

I used to take a long drive every week and I would just do this 

drive weekend and week -- I just couldn’t stand it and finally I 

said to myself, I have to make to drive.  So, I need to choose 

whether I’m going to just to be miserable or whether I going to 

enjoy.  The drive I have to make but my choices I can’t choose, 

Am I going to remain miserable or am I going to change and 

begin to enjoy and I made the decision and I say, “you know 

what?  I’m going to stop being miserable about this and I’m 

going to start enjoying it.”  And I just said, “Well, I’m going to 

use this time for this long drive to pray and to worship God to 

celebrate.” I said, “I can listen to some tapes, I can listen to some 

saying and I’ll stop bringing some materials to boost me up and 

to inspire me.”  And you know, after a while I stop looking 

forward to that drive.  I start looking forward to something I 

previously despise.  That’s because I change my outlook and 

perspective on it.  If there is something you got to do, you got the 

choice to make.  You either going to miserable or you are going 

to enjoy it and you have to that choice. 

 

The Bible tells us that we are supposed to enjoy everything that 

we have to do.  This is what the Bible tells -- I found two places 

in the Bible where it tells one place that says whatever -- you got 

to rejoice on whatever you put your hands to.  That means 

whatever you have to do in life, God expects you to enjoy it.  

Even if it is unenjoyable but your attitude and your spirit you 

can change your view of it and you don’t change the 

circumstance but you change you.  And in unpleasant experience 

can all of a sudden becomes something that you enjoy doing.  My 

wife caught one time and I was laying den watching television 

and we had eaten a nice meal.  And she came out of the kitchen 

with a little smirk on her face and she said, “I going to let you 

clean the kitchen tonight” and my first impulse was -- you know 

just inside of me.  I was just silent for a moment.  Like a wind 

had been knock out of me and then I responded, I said, “Thank 

you, thank you so much, thank you so much for allowing me to 

clean the kitchen.” and you know what? I get up and I just 

(00:24:24) my TV that I was watching -- I can’t (00:24:25) I can 
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hear it over the (00:24:28).  And I was singing and I’ll enjoy 

cleaning the kitchen but I made a decision.  That I can be 

miserable, I can grumble and complain or I can have joy in 

whatever I put my hands to and I told to have joy in what I put 

my hands to. 

 

So, the Bible says “whatever you do, do it heartedly” as from 

your soul as onto the Lord.  Enjoy whatever it is but you’re going 

to have to have a positive attitude and a positive outlook to be 

able to do that.  And it takes something from relationship with 

God for you to be able to rejoice on whatever you put your hands 

to but God hates grumbling.  He hates murmuring, he hates 

complaining.  God doesn’t like negative people at all to be honest 

with you.  And negative -- being so negative is such a hindrance 

on our life to the things that God wants to do.  So, make up your 

mind, make your mind that I going to -- when I’m faced with 

being negative or being positive, I’m going to choose to be 

positive.  I going to have a good outlook no matter what 

happens.  I’m going to have a good outlook on life, I’m going to 

have outlook on knowing that God has something good in store 

for me.  Praise God I’m out time and those of you watching us at 

Brothers of the Word I want you to go to airjesus.com and I want 

you to answer message number 7263 you can listen to it in its 

entirety and you can also email it to a friend but thank you so 

much for joining us here at Brothers of the Word because 

brother you need the word. 

00:26:34 
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