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 Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the 
word. Amen. We are certainly delighted to have all of you joining us by television or 
by AirJesus.com, or if you are listening by cassette tape or CD or any other means, 
we are delighted to have you worship with us today. I want you to stay tuned to 
today’s message. I want you to know that all suffering is not bad. Stay tuned. I want 
to share some things with you. 
 
 Open your bibles, if you will, over to the Book of 1 Peter in the New 
Testament. In fact, you can turn to the Book of Revelation and you can slip back to 
the left just a few books and you will run into 1st and 2nd Peter. We want to look in 1 
Peter Chapter 4. We will read verses 1 and 2, together in unison and then I am 
going to read it from the amplified bible as wee, just to give a little bit more inside 
clarity to that scripture. 
 
 1 Peter Chapter 4 let us begin reading with verse 1 and then we will read 
verse 2. Ready, read. “For as much then as Christ have suffered for us in the flesh, 
arm yourselves likewise with the same mind. For he that hath suffered in the flesh 
hath seized from sin that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to 
the lust of men, but to the will of God.” Also there in the amplified bible, I am going 
to read it there, 1 Peter 4:1-2, it says “Since Christ suffered in the flesh for us and 
for you, arm yourselves with the same thought and purpose patiently to suffer 
rather than fail to please God. For whoever has suffered in the flesh having the 
mind of Christ is done with intentional sin has stopped pleasing himself and the 
world and pleases God, so that he can no longer spend the rest of his natural life 
living by his human appetites and desires but he lives for what God wills.” 
 
 In the King James, at the end of verse 2 it says “He should no longer live the 
rest of his time in the flesh to the lust of men but to the will of God.” In amplified it 
says, “What God is living for, what God wills.” The King James says, “He is living to 
the will of God.” What God wills and to the will of God. I just want to use for our 
subject, submitting to God’s will. 
 
 We all want God’s will for our lives. How many of you want God’s will for 
your life? Let us see your hand. We all want God’s will for our lives. But, I think we 
all have to say that we all want God’s will for our lives but we have to add a footnote 
there. That footnote is, as long as God’s will is what we want. As long as God’s will 
for us is the same as what we want, then we want God’s will for our lives. I think we 
all have to add that little footnote. The problem comes in when God’s will for our 
lives is contrary to our will for our lives. Then, there is a problem but as long as 
God’s will is the same with what you want to do anyway, we all want the will of God 
for our lives. 
 

As long as God wants me to have a big house and make a lot of money and 
that is His will for my life, praise God for God’s will. But, if God wants you to live in 
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a little shack in the middle of nowhere, now we have a little problem with God’s will 
because it is not lining up with our will. So, this is the footnote. We all want God’s 
will in our lives but with a footnote. As long as His will is the same as what we 
want. But what about when God’s will is not what we want? What about when God 
desires something and that is not your desire? What about when God wants you to 
go somewhere but you do not want to go where God wants you to go? What about 
when God wants you to do something and you do not want to do what God wants 
you to do? 

 
This puts pressure now on your flesh. This pressure on your flesh is called 

suffering. Your flesh begins to suffer when you choose to do what God wants you to 
do even though it is not what you want to do. Now, that classifies as suffering in the 
flesh for the will of God. This is what this passage is dealing with. Peter says here, 
“Jesus suffered in the flesh for us.” Jesus suffered in the flesh so that He might 
fulfill the will of God. Jesus did not want to go to Calvary. He did not want to get on 
that cross and be ridiculed and go through the pain of death, being separated from 
God. He did not want to carry the sin or the burden of the whole world. He did not 
want to go to hell. His very flesh rebelled against Him. The bible says he sweated 
great drops. His sweats were as great drops of blood. It was so antagonizing against 
His flesh, and he said, “Father, Lord, take this bitter cup away from me.” But then 
He said, “nevertheless, if this is your will, thy will be done.” 

 
In other words, “God, I am willing to suffer in my flesh if that is what it takes 

to fulfill your will. I am willing to suffer.” This is what Peter said. Peter said Jesus 
suffered in the flesh, and he says you need to have the same mind that Jesus had. 
You need to have this same thinking. You got to have this same attitude. You got to 
say, “I am willing to suffer. I am willing to suffer to do whatever it is God wants me 
to do even if it is not what I want to do. That causes on my part but if that is what 
God wants me to do. Baby, I am willing to suffer.” This is a suffering that he talks 
about entering into there in 1 Peter Chapter 4 entering into the same suffering that 
Jesus himself suffered in the flesh. Our flesh suffers when we choose to do the will 
of God against what our flesh wills to do in of itself. 

 
There is nothing like the will of God for your life. Life is so much easier in the 

will of God. To be hones with you, with God you can do it the hard way or you can do 
it the easy way. The hard way is when you choose not to do God’s will and you go on 
your own. That is going to be a hard role. People who have constant turmoil and 
trouble in their life, one thing after another, just over and over like it never lets up, 
just constantly in trouble. You really need to check to see if you are in the will of 
God. 

 
We all have trouble and that is not what I am saying. We all have trouble but 

something if you are just always in trouble, if you are just staying in trouble. Maybe 
you are out of the will of God. When you are out of the will of God, life is so much 
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harder. I am telling you, life is so much easier when yu are in the will of God. One 
pastor told me, “Before I started living right, living in what God wanted me to do, 
all kind of stuff was happening to me.” He said, “I was in all type of car accidents 
and I was loosing this and loosing that.” He said, “I was just cursed. The moment I 
got inline with what God wanted me to do and I began to live my life according to 
His word and according to His commands and obey His leading and live a life 
pleasing Him, all that foolishness stopped in my life.” 

 
The thing about God is, God would not make you do it right, but He will 

make you wish you had done right. There are some things that happen that are 
unnecessary when you are out of the will of God. It is like you are an open game. 
You just open game to whenever and whoever that would come. You are open game 
when you are out of the will of God. If you do not believe me, ask Jonah. 

 
Jonah will tell you that when he was out of the will of God, his life went 

down. The further he got away, the more he went down. Jonah went down, went 
into the boat and went down to the bottom of the boat. The boat went out to the 
ocean. He went up and overboard and went down into the water. A whale swallowed 
him and he went down into the belly of the whale. Then, the whale went down to 
the bottom of the ocean floor. He could not go any further down. The further he got 
away from God, the more his life went down. When they asked Jonah, why is this 
great tempest, this great storm, why are we having this trouble? Jonah knew. He 
volunteered. He said, “Folks, it is me. I am out of the will of God.” 

 
In fact, he said, “You all will probably be best not having me around because I 

will cause trouble for all of you.” You got to be careful who you hang around. You 
might be hanging with somebody that is completely messed up and it puts your life 
in jeopardy just being with them. Jonah just got on overboard and he knew he was 
out of the will of God. When we are out of the will of God, there is so much sickness 
and so much trouble that comes our way. When you are out of God’s will, honestly, 
there is nothing God can do for you until you get back in His will. It is hard to 
explain, but it is like you are at a road block. God cannot enter into your situation to 
help you until you come back into His will. 

 
I know people that are sick. They cannot get healed until they came back into 

God’s will. Pastor Dell said he went to minister to a woman and she had been sick 
for years. The Lord told him to tell her that if she will forgive her sister, I will heal 
her. In other words, if she does not forgive her sister, I am not going to heal her. 
God’s hands are tied when we are out of His will. 

 
The other gentlemen that he went to and this gentleman was sick and the 

Lord spoke to him and said to tell the gentleman that if he will pay his brother back 
the money that he owes him, I will heal his body. Is this not something, these little 
things that have yu out of the will of God? You owe somebody some money and you 
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are just living as if you do not owe him anything, just walking by whistling. That is 
contrary to the will of God. You are out of God’s will. There is nothing in your life 
that can be blessed until you come back into the will of God. There is no need of you 
praying when you are out of God’s will because God is going to come back to the 
issue of where you departed out of His will, and until you get that straight, there is 
nothing else to talk about with God. “Do not call me unless you are ready to get the 
situation straight.” That is really what God is saying. “Do not call me unless you are 
ready to deal with where you are out of my will.” 

 
That is why the bible says that if a husband and wife are out of fellowship 

with each other, it tells a man “do not even bother praying.” God is saying until you 
come back and treat this woman right you are out of my will. If you are out of my 
will, do not waste your time praying. You have cut yourself off. I cannot bless you 
when you are out of my will. When you are out of God’s will, everything that you are 
dealing with, God is going to be about getting you back into His will. 

 
The thing about it, you do not necessarily have to get back to, let me see if I 

can illustrate this, if you are walking in a straight line and this is the will of God 
ans that is your destination, that picture over there, and somehow you get off God’s 
will and you end up over here. Now, when you are dealing with God, God does not 
necessarily have to get you back down there. Once you repent and come to God, God 
can still get you to the picture from up here. You all did not see that or hear that, 
did you? 

 
In the navigation systems in your car, when you drive according to the 

instructions of the person in the computer that is giving you the instruction, when 
you get off course, they are going to warn you to turn around, make a U-turn. But, 
after you drive so long and you ignore her warning, she will eventually say she 
redirects your destination based on where you are at that time. She no longer tries 
to get you back to where you got off. Now, she is trying to get you to the destination 
from where you are. That is the way it is with God. 

 
When we get off course with God, God is not necessarily getting us back down 

here. God is saying they did not listen to me, they messed up but they have 
repented. I can still get them to the picture but now I have to redirect their course. 
In other words, instead of you walking that straight line down there, now you got to 
go this way and you may have to dig a little bit and you got to hop over this, but you 
can still get to the picture. You can still get there. This is what God does. When you 
come back to Him, even though you say, “God, I have messed up. God, I have 
wasted so many years. I wasted so many times. I wasted so much time. God, I 
messed up. God, I spent 10 years of my life on drugs. God, I spent 10 years of my life 
strung out. God, I wasted all this time. I have lost so much.” God is saying, “Do not 
worry about that. I can still get you to your destination even though you got off 
course.” God can change you right here. He will take you another route to get there. 
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When we submit to God’s will, when we submit to God’s will, the blessings of 

God are tied up with the will of God. When we are willing to yield ourselves and 
give up the desires of our flesh for the sake of the will of God being accomplished in 
our lives, it is a sacrifice and it is a suffering. Turn over to the Book of Romans 12:1 
that says, “I beseech you, therefore brethren.” “I beseech you” that word means beg, 
I beg you, I urge you, and I appeal to you. “Therefore brethren, by the mercies of 
God that you present your bodies a living sacrifice.” Here is that sacrifice of the 
flesh that Peter was talking about. 

 
It is not so much that God wants you to die for Him, but God wants you to 

live for Him. Living for God requires a sacrifice because you got to give up your 
desires and your will and submit to His desires and His will. You become a living 
sacrifice because you are sacrificing what your flesh is feeling and what your flesh 
wants, and what you made up your mind to do and where to go and you submit all 
of that. You toss yourself aside and you say, “God, I want what you want for my life. 
I want your heart God. I want what you want.” You become a living sacrifice where 
you are not dying for God. God would rather have you to live for Him. 

 
There was a pastor I was talking to and he was counseling a couple. They 

were having marriage trouble and the husband was really the main problem in the 
relationship. The pastor turned to the husband and he said, “Would you be willing 
to die for your wife?” The husband said, “Of course I will give my life. If somebody 
broke in and he had to take one of us and kill one of us, of course I would volunteer 
my life for my wife. If my wife needed a vital organ to live or one of us had to live 
without the organ, I would give my organ so that my wife could live. Of course, I 
would die for my wife.” Then, he said, “You are willing to die for you wife, but you 
are not even willing to live for her. You are not even willing what she wants you to 
do, what she needs you to do. You are not even willing to be a loving husband and 
take care of her.” Is that not something? 

 
We sometimes think we are willing to die for someone we are not even willing 

to live for. “Your wife needs you to live for her, not die for her. You would not even 
take the trash out.” That is the sacrifice part. Just taking that trash out, you are 
giving your life, you are sacrificing. As soon as you wash those dishes, you are 
sacrificing. That is a living sacrifice. You are not dead, but you sure are washing 
those dishes. That is a living sacrifice. This is what He is talking about. This is how 
we always go. We better present ourselves a living sacrifice when we turn down our 
will for His will even when it hurts our flesh, when we really do not want to do it 
but yet we push pass it and say “I am going to do it because it is God’s will even if I 
do not want to do it. 

 
I do not want to love this person, but I am going to love. I am going to forgive. 

Because, even though my flesh does not want to do it, I am going to sacrifice the 
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feeling of my flesh and I am going to go ahead and do it because it is the will of God. 
I am going to sacrifice and do it. When God tells you to give and you really do not 
want to give, I remember, the Lord had instructed me to give a couple one time 
$1,000. I have never given that much money to anybody in my life. The Lord said, 
“Give him $1,000.” That was a sacrifice. My flesh was just screaming. I said, “Jesus! 
That is a lot of money. I have given people cents or dollars before, $100 to my baby. 
I have never given $1,000 at one time. ” 

 
My flesh did not want to do it, but I pushed passed what my flesh did not 

want to do so that the will of God might be done. When you wake up in the morning 
and you make the confession that “I am willing to suffer.” The apostle Paul said, “I 
die daily.” Actually, in the literal text where he said that he is literally talking 
about the peril around the persecutions of ministry. They were literally trying to 
chill him everyday. Paul was saying, “It is a miracle for me to be alive. Everyday, 
my life is in jeopardy of death.” 

 
In other words, Paul said “I am in jeopardy. I put my life on the line 

everyday.” The other meaning of that from this part of what we are studying, he is 
saying, “Every morning when I wake up, I dies daily to my fleshly desires, to my 
will and I submit to the will of God for my life. I want what God wants. I put my 
feelings, my appetites, and my fleshly carnal desires aside. I put my agenda, my 
plans aside to fulfill the plan of God. His will is bigger than my will.” In other 
words, “I die daily. I sacrifice myself daily so that I might live for Him.” He went on 
to say, “To live is Christ.” In other words, “My life is Christ because I die daily. I am 
dead daily but I live by doing the very will of God and what Christ Jesus would 
have me do.” 

 
I want you to know that you have desires of your flesh. You also have desires 

of the Holy Spirit. You have fleshly desires. You also have fleshly desires that are by 
the Holy Spirit. You have a carnal mind, you have a fleshly mind, and you also have 
the mind of Christ. You have to figure out which one you are going to submit to. You 
have to die to one in order to serve the other. You have to sacrifice one to serve the 
other and o you sacrifice your fleshly desires, your mind of the flesh, and you go 
after the desires of the Holy Spirit what he would have you to do each and everyday 
of your life submitting yourself to God’s will. 

 
Jesus said in Luke 9:23, “If any man wants to follow me, he must deny 

himself, take up His cross daily, and follow me. You got to deny yourself. Is that not 
taking up the cross? That is the suffering of your flesh. You got to suffer because 
you have given over all of your desires, your will. You lay them all at the altar for 
His will, for His desires in you life. So many times that God will test you just to see 
if you are willing to sacrifice your desires for His desires. Praise God. 
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I am out of time. Those of you watching us by television, I want you to go to 
AirJesus.com. You can listen to his message in its entirety. You can also email it to 
a friend, but thank you so much for joining us here at Brothers of the Word because, 
brother, you need the word. 


