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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen, amen.  We welcome all of you 

joining us by television, those of you joining us at airjesus.com, 

stay tuned to today’s message.  I want to know, have you been 

missing out on the most important thing in life?  So, stay with 

us and find out with today’s message.   

 

 Let me share a little joke with you before we start, you can open 

your Bibles up to the book of Romans chapter five.  Romans 

chapter five.  But a friend of mine, he emailed me a joke and I 

hope you find it funny, I thought it was somewhat funny myself.  

And it was the joke goes that there was a pastor and he got up 

and he was preparing to preach and he said, “Good morning 

congregation.”  He said, “this morning,” he said, “I have a 100-

dollar sermon that’ll last 10 minutes.”  He said, “I also I have a 

50-dollar sermon that’ll last 20 minutes.”  And he said, “I have a 

10-dollar sermon that’ll last an hour.”  And he said, “We’re going 

to take the offering to see which one you get today.”  So, keep 

that in mind when you prepare your giving, keep that in mind. 

 

Romans chapter five.  Which teach you a lesson by the way.  

Romans chapter five verse 10 and verse 11.  “For if when we 

were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His 

Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life, 

and not only so, but also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ by whom we have now received the atonement.”  In verse 

10 and 11, I’m going to also read that from the New Living 

translation (00:02:12) in everyday language and it says 

something very interesting here that I want to share.  Romans 

chapter five verse 10 and 11, it says, “For since we were restored 

to friendship with God by the death of His Son while we were 

still His enemies, we will certainly be delivered from eternal 

punishment by His life.  So, now, we can rejoice in our wonderful 

new relationship with God all because of what our Lord Jesus 

Christ has done for us in making us friends of God.” 

 

And also look at the Book of Proverbs there, chapter 18, 

Proverbs 18 and verse 24.  When you get there say, amen.  

Proverbs 18:24.  Let’s read that one together in unison.  It says, 

“A man that has friends must show himself friendly and there is 

a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”  And so, we saw 

there in Romans 5:10-11, the New Living Translation that we 

had been made friends of God.  And here in Proverbs 18:24, it let 
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us know that there is a friend that sticketh closer than a 

brother.  And I just want to use it as a subject, “Developing 

Friendship With God.”  Developing friendship with God.  You 

know, we all know God as our Creator, we know God as our 

Lord, we know God as God, we know Him as our Savior, we 

know Him as our Deliverer, we know Him as our Protector, we 

know Him as our Healer, we know Him as our Provider, we 

know Him as our Father, we know Him as our Shepherd, and 

the list goes on and on.  But I believe, God also wants you to 

know Him as your friend, God deeply desires for you to know 

Him as your closest and dearest friend. 

 

00:04:58 

 

 And we’re talking about developing friendship with God.  You 

know, there’s nothing more important in life than developing 

your friendship with God.  There’s nothing more important in 

life than developing your friendship with God. 

 

And some of us as Paul told Timothy in first Timothy 6:21, Paul 

told Timothy this, he says, “some of the people have missed the 

most important thing in life, they don’t know God.”  Some people 

have missed the most important thing in life, they don’t know 

God.  And so, that’s why I said, developing your friendship with 

God, that’s the most important thing in life.  And many of us, we 

might have been passionate about God at one time in our past.  

But somewhere through time, we’ve lost that passion we had, 

the zeal and the love we had for God and instead of just go 

through the motions and we’re still coming to church, we still 

tithe and still praying, still read the scripture or two, still try to 

be nice, still try to be kind and we’re doing it out of memorized 

duty, we’re doing that out of a pious religious act, out of 

tradition and we’ve somewhere we’ve lost the love that we once 

have and the fact that Jesus told the church in (00:06:36), “you 

have somewhat lost your first love.  You lost friendship with me.  

You forgot the reason you do all that you do.  You forgot the 

reason you do everything that you do.  Not out of duty, but we 

ought to do it out of love.”  In fact, people will serve much better, 

if they got back and start to serve Him because they love Jesus.  

Because they love Jesus.  We’re serving for all of the ulterior 

motives because I want to be seen, I want to be recognized, I 

want that position, I’ve been here longer, I was next in line.  And 

we’re serving for all these other different, what happened to the 

fact that you love Jesus?  And so, somewhere along the line, 
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we’ve lost our passion and love and like any relationship, you 

have to develop it, you have to work at it, it didn’t happen by 

chance.  It doesn’t happen – I mean, it just doesn’t happen by 

accident.  You have to invest time energy and you to have to 

have a desire to build and develop relationship with God.  It’s 

like any other relationship, you got to put time in, it’s not going 

to just haphazardly form.  People become friends because they 

spend time with one another, they enjoy one another.  Think 

about it?  The way we treat God, we like to run to God in crisis 

and that’s good but think about your friendship, your friendship 

is not shared with other friends only when you’re in crisis or 

when they’re in crisis, is it?  Most, the majority of your 

friendship is enjoyed during the good times.  It’s very rarely that 

there is a crisis where somebody lost the job or somebody died 

and that you’re there for a friend.  Most of your time, your 

enjoying one another.  You’re hanging out with one another, 

you’re communicating with one another, you’re sharing intimate 

details of your life with one another, you’re standing with one 

another, you’re enjoying life with one another.  You’re just 

having a good time and that’s the reason they are your friend to 

begin with.  But yet, we treat God as some crisis friend, only run 

to Him in crisis.  You don’t treat your other friends that way, do 

you?  Friends, normally just enjoy one another’s company when 

there’s no crisis, friends. 

 

There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.  God wants 

you to develop friendship with Him, maybe like you used to 

have, maybe when your eyes used to pop open in the morning 

where your first thought was God, your first thought was a 

prayer on your lips of thanksgiving, your first thought was 

praise.  You woke up with a grateful and a thankful heart.  And 

so, God wants to draw us back into relationship with Him and 

God will do whatever He has to do to draw people back in the 

relationship with Him. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 And that’s why a lot of people go through such hard times and 

it’s because God has no other choice because people will run to 

God in hard times.  And so, if God can’t get you to fellowship 

with Him any other way, He knows how to turn the pressure up 

on you and you’ll come running.  Now, that’s not His best, but 

thank God that at least that system is there because if that 

system wasn’t there, my God, we will never would, some of us 
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never would spend any time with Him.  Thank God, thank God 

sometime pressure comes.  Thank God problems come because it 

brings us back to our relationship with God.  It brings us back. 

 

 One time, I rejoiced when a problem came because I said, “God 

this will put me back where I should I have been all along.  I 

should’ve been in fellowship with you all along.  You should’ve 

been first in my life all along.”  God wants to share the details of 

your life.  He wants to share the details of your life.  Not just 

reserving Him to an hour, an hour and a half, once a week at 

church.  You can’t develop a friendship with that little time 

spent and I want to say, not even just an appointment on your 

calendar to spend five minutes with Him a day.  That’s good 

don’t get me wrong, that is good, that’s better than nothing.  But 

God doesn’t want these encounters and that’s all.  God wants to 

be with you throughout your day.  Throughout the details of 

your day.  Through every salt that goes through your mouth, 

through every activity you’re involved in, through every 

conversation you’re having, God wants to be part. 

 

First Thessalonian 5:17 says, “Pray without ceasing.”  One 

translation says, “don’t ever stop praying.  Always pray.”  What 

is that saying?  That’s not talking about these five minutes that 

we delegate on our agenda once a day in the morning or at 

night, it’s talking about while you’re driving your automobile, 

while you’re washing the dishes, while you’re doing other chores 

around the house, while you’re at work, while you’re involved in 

your activities and hobbies, while you’re – I mean, He wants to 

be on the very forefront of your thinking at all times.  Pray 

without ceasing.  Always be praying.  To pray with Him 

throughout the day.  When you’re facing a problem and when 

you’re not facing a problem.  Talking to Him on the way to work, 

on the way home, at work.  This is what it means, “pray without 

ceasing.” 

 

Somebody asked, Smith Wigglesworth, that says, “Smith 

Wigglesworth, do you pray long?”  He said, “No.  I don’t pray 

long but I never go longer than five minutes without praying.”  

See?  He prays without ceasing.  He prays without ceasing.  I 

mean, see, little short prayers, don’t have to be long, just --.  

Lord, I just thank you.  Lord God, I honor you, I know you’re 

with me.  Just short, one sentence, one breath prayer, don’t have 

to be long.  It’s something to keep God on the first front of your 

thinking, just to acknowledge His presence that know that He is 
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with you.  Lord, help me to be more Christ like today.  Just a 

little prayer before you get into the office and start working on 

the computer. “God, help me.  Help me Lord God.  Help me to 

stay at peace today, Lord.  Lord, I want to be available for you to 

use me to help someone today, God.  Just a short prayer.  Just 

here and there.  Mixed throughout the day.  Your prayer never 

ceases, it never ceases.  It’s not like you get down on your knees 

and you watch your watch for five minutes and you said, “Thank 

you God.  I’ll see you tomorrow at this time.  Enjoy that 

presence.”  No.  It’s when you’re praying, prayers always on your 

heart.  It’s always what you just, it could a praise, it could be a 

thanksgiving, it can be a question.  I mean, it can even be a 

complaint because God desires honest prayers.  If you don’t 

believe in the Book of Psalms, its full of honest prayers, read it.  

You’ll see praise, you’ll see thanksgiving but you’re going to also 

see complaining. 

 

David, sometime he said, “Don’t go to God.  Why is everybody 

after me?”  He was just honest but that’s why he was considered 

a friend of God. 

 

 

00:15:01 

 

 God doesn’t want you to come with your religious clichés that 

you’ve memorized and you’ve seen other people and you heard 

other people say, and He didn’t want you to come with these 

little, bless me holy, religious, pious, memorized that are not 

sincere, that are not coming from you.  God once says, “One 

thing about David, all of his self was not faith, all of it wasn’t 

faith, but it was all from his heart, it was all sincere.”  

Sometimes, he said, God I’m afraid.  But God, I’m running to 

your pavilion.  God, where my mother and father were saved 

within you, you’ll take me up and he prays the honest prayers, 

sincere prayers.  God, I don’t know what I’m going to do.  God, I 

feel like death is at my door and he was honest, he was honest.   

 

Moses was honest, Moses said, “God, if you don’t need these 

people, I quit.  I’m going home.”  He was honest in his 

relationship but the Bible declares Moses was a friend of God.  

He was a friend of God.  Honest prayer, honest relationship.  

 

Abraham, said to God, “Here’s a friendship Abraham was also 

what the Bible called a friend of God and God said that -- God 
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got rid and destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah and God said, “Shall 

I do this thing without Me telling my friend Abraham what I’m 

about to do?”  God didn’t even want to proceed without letting 

His friend know what He was about to do.  And when He told 

Abraham, Abraham reasoned with God, and he said, “God, 

you’re the judge, the righteous judge.  I mind you of all the 

earth.  And what if there are 50 righteous people, that wouldn’t 

be right God for you to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah if 50 

righteous people are found.”  And God said, “All right Abraham, 

you got a point there.  I won’t destroy them if you can find 50.”  

Here’s a friend in a dialogue with a friend, honestly not afraid to 

share his feeling, not afraid to reason with God.  The Bible says 

in Isaiah, “Come together, let us reason together.”  God wants 

friendship.  Abraham was a friend of God.  Moses was a friend of 

God. 

 

You know God, when doing the thing without talking with these 

men, and you know the Bible says, the Bible says in the Book of 

Psalms, the Bible says in the book of Psalms chapter 25 verse 14 

and this translation, notice what it says.  It says, “Friendship 

with God is reserved for those who reverence Him.  With them 

alone, He shares the secrets of His promises.”  And God says, 

“Those at reverence mean, can be my friends.”  And He said, “As 

my friends, I’m going to share with you some secret.  I’m going 

to share with you some things I don’t share with everybody.”  

See, there are some things you share with your friends, 

everybody don’t know.  There are some things about you nobody 

knows but your closest friends.  There are some things about me 

and nobody knows but my closest friend.  You don’t open up 

yourself to everybody.  You don’t open up yourself up to 

everybody.  Instead you open yourself up to your closest friends, 

just your closest friends.  I had a friend, he told me, we were 

talking about somebody, somebody that had -- somebody who’s 

wife had beat up the husband.  Me and my friend, we were 

joking about it because the police got to the house and they 

looked at the husband and they looked at the wife, and they 

arrested the wife.  She had beat the little fellow to a pulp and he 

called the police, took her to jail.  And so, I was talking to my 

friend about that and he said, “Man if that happened to me--."  

He said, “I would be so embarrassed.”  He said, “I won’t let 

anybody know that was you.”  He said, “You’ll be the only one 

that would know that.”  See, I’m his friend.  He don’t want 

everybody to know his wife has gone upside his head and then 
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locked up.  But he said, “you will be the only one that I would 

tell.” 

 

00:20:00 

 

See some things you don’t tell, you don’t tell everything to 

everybody.  So, only certain things you call friends confide in one 

another.  And so, God says there in Psalms -- I think we were 

reading 25:14.  I confide my secrets in my friends.  I show – 

there are some things I don’t show everybody and God will share 

some things with you to bless your life when you develop 

friendship with God.  I have some things when I was really 

walking in friendship with God at one time in my life.  I 

remember God.  I had an infirmity in my body, God lead me to 

healing without me ever asking to be healed.  I was walking in 

such close friendship.  I can’t explain that he unconsciously lead 

me to the thing that will bring me healing in my life. 

 

 And he led me to something and it was divine because he had to 

shift one door to get me where I needed to be and when I got 

there and partook of what I needed to partake of.  Healing came 

to my body.  And I look back and said, wow!  God, you ordered 

myself to lead me here to do this and got me here.  God, I never 

even asked you for healing.  But I thought back on it.  I said, I’ve 

been walking with God in close proximity of friendship like 

never before, and as a result, I didn’t have to ask for healing.  

He granted it to me without asking. 

 

See, that’s -- you do things for your friends.  You do things for 

your friends.  See, when friend get in bad shape, you might just 

slip them $100.  And maybe they’d say, I didn’t --what’s this for?  

I didn’t ask.”  “Baby, I know you need it.  Just take that and 

hush.”  See, you do things for your friends.  They don’t even ask.  

Just take it, just take it baby, don’t worry about it, just take it.  

That’s a friend.  And God will slip some things.  God will slip 

some things in your hand.  God will slip some things in your 

hand when you haven’t even asked because you’re his friend.  

Man, Abraham was such a friend of God that when the king had 

taken -- mistakenly taken Abraham’s wife from him, God was 

ready to wipe out everybody in his kingdom because he messed 

with His friend.  He messed with his friend.  A man walking -- 

and God was saying to Abraham, “Abraham, you don’t have to 

lie about your wife being your sister.  You don’t have to lie trying 

to protect.  You don’t understand son, we’re ijn covenant and 
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friendship.  You’re my friend.  And anybody who messed with 

you, that’s messing with me.  Developing friendship.  Developing 

friendship with God.  We’re not going to finish everything today.  

We’re going to continue this because I think this is the most 

important thing in life. 

 

 It’s the thing I desire more than anything.  I told God, I said, 

“God, more than anything else in life that I want.”  I said, “I 

don’t want big ministry.  I don’t want a big church.  I don’t this 

and that.  I don’t want a whole lot of material thing.”  I said, 

“God, there’s -- honestly, God, there’s only thing I’m after in life.  

And God, that is to be so stuck to You as a friend, as a friend.  

God, I just want you.  I just want you God, because I know if I 

have you, everything else is going to be taken care of.”  

Everything else going to be taken care of.  Now, (00:23:44) stuff, 

I just want Him.  I just want Him.  I just want Him.  The 

Apostle Paul says, he said, I’m following after Him that I might 

have apprehend Him, that I might apprehend Him, that I might 

know Him.  I just want Him.  I want to be a friend of God.  On 

my epitaph, on my headstone when I’m dead and gone, all I 

want is my -- I want it to be saying, here lies a friend of God.  

Here lies a friend of God, a friend God.  Here lies a friend of God, 

that’s all.  It’s the most important thing in life.  It’s all I seek 

out.  It’s all I want.  And we all get into position where we lose 

our friendship and we let other things get in the way.  But thank 

God in his mercy.  He’ll stir some things up.  God knows how to 

drive you back to Him.  He knows how to drive you back to Him.  

But all along, He just wants this friendship. 

 

 Those of you, watching by television or listening or on the 

internet at airjesus, we’re out of time.  Listen, I want you to 

come join us here live at our services.  We’re are standing, the 

pastor and myself, we’re standing outside 30 minutes before 

each service. 

 

00:25:03 

 

We want to shake your hand as you come and want to pronounce 

a blessing over your life.  It’s time for you to be blessed, it is time 

for you to be blessed and not cursed.  Come, we want to lay 

hands and just shake your hand as you’re coming and pronounce 

a blessing over your life.  And those of you listening to this 

message, I want you to go to airjesus.com and type in message 

number 7265.  You can listen to this message in its entirety.  
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You can also email it to a friend, but thank you for joining us so 

much here today at Brothers of the Word.  Because brother, you 

need the Word. 

 

00:25:48 
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